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ADVERTISEMENTS. 



This day is published, for March, price 2s. 
No. I. OF 

THE BRITISH MAGAZINE, 

AND 

MONTHLY REGISTER OF RELIGIOUS AND^ ECCLESIASTICAL 
INFORMATION, PAROCHIAL HISTORY, 

AND DOCUMENTS RKSPBCTING TUB STATE OF THE POOR, PKOORES8 
OF EDUCATION, &C. 



The Magazine now presented to the notice of tlie public, differs, in some 
important respects, from any at present in existence. While its chief 
aim will be andonbtedly to diffuse sound religious and moral information, it 
does NOT seek to be exclusitbly theological; but will embrace other 
topics connected almost directly with public improvement. The education of 
the poor, their moral and religions conduct, and their temporal wants, are 
objects of paramount interest, at present, both to the religious man and the 
politician. The Magazine will, therefore, embrace accounts of the plans 
devised for the improvement of both the spiritual and temporal condition of 
the poor, whether by societies (with reports of their proceedings) or by indi- 
viduals, and will be open to communication on these important points. On 
all these subjects, as well as on religions matters,— on the state of the 
Church and Clbrot, as well as of other religious bodies,— it will seek to 
present facts and documents. ■ And on this ground it will hope for the 
patronage of the lovers of truth in all parties, political and religious. For 
TRUTH, in most of the points here alluded to, is only to be known by the 
carefU collection, and careful examination of documents. All, therefore, 
who wish to know the truth, must wish for documents ; and no one, whatever 
be his party, can wish to shrink from the inferences to which he may be con- 
ducted by them, or fear that these faithful guides (if rightly used) will ever 
mislead him. 

With respect to the principles adopted in the Magazine, the Proprietors 
feel that they could not gain credit with reasonable men by professing that the 
management is entrusted to persons having no fixed opinions on matters so im- 
portant as those which will be treated of; they have, therefore, no hesitation 
in stating, that the Magazine is in the hands of persons belonoino to the 
Church of England, nor in avowing their conviction, that while almost 
every sect has its Journal, great advantage and convenience would arise to the 
members of the Church of England, if they, too, had their's ; that is to say, if 
they had a Journal which should not sbbk for discussions of matters where 
churchmen differ, but rather give them a point of union on matters where 
they agree, and a means of promoting their common cause. But having said 
this, the Proprietors must add, that the Magazine will always be open to those 
who may wish to explain or defend themselves against any charges or accusa- 
tions conveyed in its pages. 

They trust that the Clergy may find this Magazine a useful medium of 
communication on professional matters, a medium which seems to them at ' 
present to be much wanted. They will endeavour, as far as possible, to give I 
full accounts of all Meetings held on Religions Matters, as well as those for 
Benevolent Purposes, reserving to the Editor the right of making brief com- 
ments on any points which he may deem of consequence in the speeches 
reported. 

For die original matter, they can only say that they are prepared to spare 
no expense for the purpose of engaging able Contributors, and they take this 
opportunity of inviting Contributions. In addition to the points 'already 
adverted to, they hope very frequently to present their readers with Biogra* 
PHiBS of Rsmarkablb Religious Characters ; and also with Rbcords 
of the Manners, Feelings, and Habits of Students and Scholars, as 
well as of Divines and Religious Men of past times. 

In conclusion, they invite notice to the following list of sabjects, which they 
intend to comprehend in their MiscelUneoni Department. 
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BKITISH KAGAZINB (CONTINUSD). 

MISCELLANEOUS DEPARTMENT. 

1. Notices of the oldbn timb, in extracts flrom Original Lbttbrsi or 

curions and scarce worlcs. 

2. Rbtibws of new Books. 

3. Etbnts of the Month, arranged under Counties, confined to matters 

relating to the Clergy, the Church, and the Poor. 

4. Acts op Parliament respecting Church or Poor— or moral and religions 

state of the Country, whole or abstracted. 

5. Trials op Importancb. referring to the same topics. 

6. Reports of Religions Meetings, with Editor's remarks. 

7. Reports of Meetings for bettering the condition of the Poor. 

8. Documents of all kinds respecting Church Revenues, Poor's Rates, 

Emigration, Population, R«ligions and Benevolent Societies. 

9. University News. 

10. Clerical News— Clergy Deceased, Married, Ordained, Preferred. 

11. List of Nbw Books and Announcements. 

12. State of the Markets for the Month, with prices. 

18. State of the Funds— List of Bankrupts— List of Patents. 

14. Gardener's Calendar for ensuing Month. 

15. Meteorological Register for past Month. 

The Magazine will contain about six sheets of Letter-press, with a Wood 
Cut by a superior Artist; and will be publbhed on the 1st of March, (and be 
continued monthly), price 2s. 

Published by John Turrill, 250, Regent Street, London ; where Commu- 
nications for the Editor (post paid). Books for Review, and Advertisements 
are requested to be forwarded. 

Orders received by all Booksellers, Newsmen, and Post-masters, in the 
United Kingdom. 



LOUDON'S GARDENING, AGRICULTURE, &c. 



Published this day, in 1 large volume octavo, 21. extra boards, 

AN ENCYCLOPEDIA of GARDENING, 

Comprising the Theory and Practice of Horticulture, Floriculture, Arbori- 
culture, and Landscape Gardening, &c. &c. 

Illustrated with many hundred Engravings on Wood. 

By J. C. LOUDON, F.L.S. H.S., &c. 

London : Longman, Rees, Orme, Brown, and Co. 

By the same Author, 

ENCYCLOPjUDIA of AGRICULTURE; comprising the Theory and 
Practice of the Management of Landed Property; and of the cultivation and 
•eonomy of the Animal and Vegetable Productions of Agriculture ; a general 
History of Agriculture ; &c. 1 large voL 8vo. 2d edit, with upwards of 1100 
Eagmvings on Wood. 21. 10s. bds. 

ENCYCLOP-ffiDlA of PLANTS; comprising every desirable particular 
respecting all the Plants Indigenous, cultivated in, or introduced to Britain. 
1 large vol. 8vo. 41. I4s. 6d. bds. 

HORTUS BRITANNICUS.— A CATALOGUE of all the PLANTS 
Indigenous, cultivated in, or introduced to Britain. 8vo. 21s. in cloth. 
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ADTERTISEMENT8. 



MINERAL SUCCEDANEUM FOR FILLING DECAYED 
TEETH.— Mona. MALLAN and SON, Surgeon-Dcntists, No. 3«, Great Ras- 
Bell-street, Bloomsbnry, grateful for the high and extensive patronage which 
has so eminently distinguished their professional exertions since their ar- 
rival in the British Metropolis, respectfully announce to their Friends and 
the Public in general, that they still continue to restore Decayed Teeth with 
their celebrated MINERAL SUCCEDANEUM, so universally recommended 
by the Faculty of Londim and Paris. The Operation of filling Teeth is per- 
formed in a few seconds, without the slightest pain, heat, or pressure.— They 
also fasten loose Teeth in a manner singularly efficacious, and supply whole or 
partial sets of Teeth formed of the above Incorrodible Mineral or natural sub- 
stances, without wire or other ligatures, and guaranteed to answer every 
purpose for articulating and masticatine. The faculty are respectfully invited 
to witness the snccessftal result of the Mineral Sdccbdanbum. Charges as 
in Paris. 



A PORTRAIT OP the late 
WILLIAM PHILLIPS, F.R.L. and 
G.SS. ; Author of various Treatises on 
Mineralogv and Geology. Drawn on 
Stone by Gauoi, from a Picture by 
Bowman. Sice, inches and a quarter 
by 7 and a quarter. Impressions, 5*. ; 
Proofs, 7$. ed. 

Published by John and Arthur Arch, 
CorahiU. 



A New Annual Register, price only 8«. 
uniform with Lardner's ** Cabinet 
Cyclopaedia," the new edition of the 
" Waverley Novels," Lord Byron's 
" Works," &c. Just published, price 
only 8«. ; or in elegant Turkey mo- 
rocco, gilt edges, 10<. 6d. (to be con- 
tinued regularly on the Ist of February 
in every year), 

The cabinet ANNUAL 
REGISTER, and Historical, Poli- 
tical, Biographical, and Miscsl- 
LANBons Cbboniclb porthbYbar 
1831. 

Strictly neutral in Politics, this work 
aspires to present to the Public a His- 
tory of the Year, at once brief and 
comprehensive. 

It comprises an impartial Retrospect 
of Public Affairs, at Home and Abroad 
—A Summary of the Parliamentary 
Debates— A Chronicle of Events and 
Occurrences — Biographical Sketches 
of all the Distinguished Personages 
who have died during the year— Public 
Documents of value — Tables — Lists, 
&c. &c. 

I H. Washbonrne, Salisbury Square, 
I London ; and Ctdell, Edinburgh. 



In 18mo. eloth lettered, it. Od. ; 
sewed, 2s. 

HINTS ON THE PORTABLE 
EVIDENCE OP CHRISTIANITY; 
being that evidence of the Truth which 
every man carries about with him 
who reads his Bible, and compares its 
contents with his own experience. 
By Joseph John Gornby. 

London : published by John and Ar- 
thur Arch, Cornhill; and Davey and 
Muskett, Bristol. 

Also, bv the same Author, 

BRIEF REMARKS on thb HIS- 
TORY, AUTHORITY, and USE of 
THE SABBATH. In cloth, U.id.; 
and sewed, Is. 



Just published, in 2 vols. 8vo., with a 
portrait, 28s. bds. 

LIFE OP FREDERIC II., 
Kino of Prussia. By Lord Dovbr. 
London : Longman and Co. 



In 2 vols. 8vo. price 22. in boards, 
RESEARCHES into the 
PHYSICAL HISTORY op MAN- 
KIND. By James CowlbsPbichard, 
M.D. 2d Edit., greatly enlarged, and 
illustrated by Engravings. 

In 8vo. price 7». in boards. 

The eastern ORIGIN of 
thb CELTIC NATIONS, proved by 
a Comparison of their Dialects with 
the Sanscrit, Greek, Latin, and Teu- 
tonic Languages; forming a Supple- 
ment to " Researches into the Physi- 
cal History of Mankind." By Jambs 
CowLBs Prichard, M.D. F.R.S.&C. 

Oxford : Printed by S. Collingwood, 
Printer to the University, for John and 
Arthur Arch, Cornhill, London. 



Printed bf 8. Mumlnr <k Co., 4, London-House Yard, St Pkol's, London. 
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JOHN DUKE OF MARLBOROUGH 

(comtinubd). 

M^HiLE he was thus reaping the reward of his eminent 
puhlic services^ and^ amid the approhation of his coun- 
trymen^ paving the way for still greater successes^ an 
event befell which plunged the duke of Marlborough 
into the deepest distress^ and of which the recollection 
served in a great measure to cast a shade oyer all his 
future fortunes. Of the sik children who had been 
bom to him^ one son^ a promising youth of seventeen 
years of age, with four daughterly *, survived : the for- 
mer, who bore the title of marquess of Blandford, was 
seized with the small.pox, and, in spite of every care on 
the part of his physicians, died. It was a severe blow 
both upon the duke and the duchess ; so severe, indeed, 
as seriously to aiffect their happiness : nor could the ad- 
vantageous matches contracted by the sisters of the young 
nobleman in any degree compensate for his loss. The 
truth indeed is, that Marlborough, like other great men, 
was ambitious of perpetuating his name and honours in 

• Of tiie marriages of the two eldest of these an account has been given 
dsewhere. The third, lady Elizabeth, was united, in her seventeenth year, 
to Scroope Egerton, earl of Bridgewater; and the voungest of all. Lady Blary, 
gave her hand to viscount Monthermer, the eldest son of Ralph, eail^aod 
afterwards duke, of Montagu. 
-/- VOL. U. B 
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2 BRITISH MILITARY OOMMANDERS. 

the male line. The death of the amiable and accom- 
plished heir of his tide naturally interfered with this 
wish^ and brought with it more than the common pang 
of a bereaved parent : for though he clung long and 
fondly to the hope that another son might yet be bom 
to him^ it was mixed up throughout^ as it might well be^ 
with apprehensions of the contrary. Nor were these fears 
groundless. With himself the family name became ex-^ 
tinot ; nor was it revived till the noble house of Spencer 
chose voluntarily to adopt it as an appendage to their own 
While Engluid was thus mustering -her strength for 
a renewal of the contest^ events befell elsewhere^ all of 
them tending, in a greater or less degree, to determine 
the probability of success. Among the favourable oc- 
currences may be enumerated the adhesion of Portugal 
to the league, and her proposal, in case the allies would 
support her with troops and money, to march 28,000 
men across the Spanish border. In like manner the 
revolt of the protestants in the Cevennes, whom the in- 
tolerance of die French government had goaded into 
rebellion, promised materially to affect the issues of the 
approaching campaign. Yet, important as these advan- 
tages might be, they were fiilly overbalanced by the turn 
which affkirs had assumed in other quarters. In the 
first place, the elector of Bavaria, after amusing the con- 
federates with professions, took possession of Ulm by 
surprise; and finding himself in communication with the 
armies on the Upper Rhine, declared openly in favour 
of France. To assist his endeavours, marshal VUlars, 
on the 14th of October, had advanced as far as Fried- 
lingen, where he defeated the mAtgnve of Baden in a 
great batde, and opened out the passes to the Bbuck 
Forest Almost at the same moment Tallard, sweeping 
the Rhine and the Moselle, reduced die stronghdds of 
Treves and Traerbach ; till die Germans, instead of pro- 
fiting by their successes at Landau, were pressed back 
into an exposed position behind the lines of Stolhofibn. 
In Italy,, too, the campaign of 1702 was far from ter-* 
minating advantageously to die cause of the league. 
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;rOHK DUKE OF MARIiBOBOUOH. 5 

Pnnce Eagene not only failed in an attempt to carry 
Cremona^ but was foiled in his still more important de- 
sign of establishing himself beyond the Po ; and event- 
ually eompelled^ after losing Luzzara and Guastalla^ to 
confine himself to the narrow and exhausted tract of 
country between the Po and tiie Secdiia. With the 
solitary exception of the operations in Flanders, there- 
fore, no movements on the part of tiie allies had been 
attended with success ; and the preparations which the 
Bourbons made during the season of repose, threatened 
to rob them, in the approaching campaign, even of the 
acquisitions which the skill of tiieir great leader had 
secured. 

On the 17th of March, 1703, Marlborough reached 
tiie Hague, at a moment when the movements of the ene- 
my's columns announced the developement of a design 
pregnant with gigantic issues. On one hand, marshal 
Villeroi, drawing his detachments to a point, tibreatened 
tiie forts on tiie Meuse, and menaced the Dutch fron- 
tiers. In another quarter, marshal ViUars, who, during 
the winter months had beaten up the quarters of the 
imperialists, and reduced Kehl, divided his army into 
two corps ; one of which, under Tallard, watched the 
prince of Baden at Stolhoffen, while the otiier, led on 
by himself, penetrated through tiie Black Forest into 
Bavaria. At the same time the elector, after driving the 
Austrians from the Inn and the Danube, and making 
himself master of Neuburg and Ratisbon, defiled towards 
tiie mountains which border his own country on the 
west, and effiscted a junction with ViUars on the 12th of 
May at Dutiingen. Meanwhile, the greatest alarm, ac- 
companied by the most unaccountable supineness, pre- 
vailed in Holknd: Saarbruck and the earl of Athlone were 
botii dead, and their places inadequately supplied by 
generals Overkirk, Opdam, and Slangenberg ; of whom 
the first was chilled by age, the second naturally in- 
competent, and the third a man of talent certainly, but 
nntractable and overbearing. Nevertheless, Marlborough 
was far from regarding matters as desperate. After in- 
B 2 
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specting the condition of the troops in Dutch Brabant^ 
he hurried back to his own proper province; and^ in spite 
of the numerous obstacles opposed by Dutch timidity 
and German sloth^ took the field so as to anticipate the 
favourite project of the enemy. 

Had the plan proposed by the £nglish general been 
adopted^ French Flanders and Brabant would have 
become at once 'the seat of war ; but to a measure so 
bold the states would by no means consent They had 
set their hearts upon die reduction of Bonn; and to 
gratify them^ Marlborough gave up with a good grace 
his own weU-matured opinions. By the middle of 
Aprils after leaving an adequate force to cover Li^e^ 
he was in full march towards the point of attack ; on 
the 3d of May the trenches were opened^ and on the 15tli 
the place was surrendered by capitulation. All this 
occurred ere Villeroi could weU believe that the allies 
were in a condition to act even upon the defensive. But 
no sooner was he made fully aware of his error^ than he 
hastened to retrieve it^by pressing vigorously upon Over- 
kirk and the corps which protected Liege. Marlbo- 
rough^ however^ was not slow in coming to the assistance 
of his colleague. Without so much as waiting to receive 
the submission of the governor of Bonn^ he contented 
himself with signing the convention^ and hurried back 
to Maestricht> at a convent in the vicinity of which he 
fixed^ on the 17th^ his head-quarters. 

Having thus thwarted Villeroi in his designs upon 
the fortresses^ Marlborough returned to his original plan 
of campaign^ of which he now pressed the adoption with 
all earnestness possible. He was not opposed on the 
present occasion^ as he had previously been^ by argu- 
ments founded on false policy; but its execution was 
cruelly perplexed by the avarice or stupidity of those to 
whom it was necessarily in part committed. How this 
came about^ vrill best be understood by taking a glance 
at the positions which were respectively occupied by the 
opposing armies^ as well as by considering the purposes 
which the occupation of those positions was expected to 
■erve. 
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The French, with the view of securing the provinces 
of East and West Flanders and South Brahant, had 
constructed two extensive chains of field-works, which 
stretched in one direction from Antwerp to the Me* 
haigne, in another from Antwerp to Ostend. MTiile 
Villeroi availed himself of the former of these, hoth as a 
hase of active operations and a place of retreat, the latter 
was maintained hy two corps, one of which, under the 
marquis de Bedmar, occupied a camp close to Antwerp, 
while the other was stationed chiefly, under the count 
de la Motte, near Bruges. It was the great ohject of 
Marlhorough to render hoth lines untenahle, hy the 
reduction first of Antwerp, and afterwards of Ostend. 
With this view, he instructed general Spaar, who was ad- 
vanced as far as Hulst, to hold La Motte in check, hy fre- 
quent demonstrations. Cohom, again, who had estahUshed 
himself on the east of the Scheld, was to communicate 
hetween Spaar and Bergen-op-Zoom ; whilst Opdam, 
advancing from the latter place, should endeavour to 
surprise Antwerp, or, at all events, penetrate the lines, 
and maintain himself till supported. Meanwhile Marl, 
borough undertook to keep Villeroi in play, by feigning 
an assault upon his position ; till, having gained a march 
or two, he might find an opportunity of piercing the 
lines somewhere between Antwerp and Lierre. Thus 
would a junction be formed with the Dutch army at 
the very moment when that of the enemy became se- 
parated, and Antwerp falling, as fall it must, Ostend 
would become the next point of attack. 

Had these instructions been rigidly obeyed, there 
cannot be a doubt that, widely extended as the line of 
operations was, a series of brilliant victories would have 
followed ; but ^ey were not rigidly obeyed. While Marl- 
borough by a variety of skilful manoeuvres passed the 
Yaar unperceived, and pu^ed his immediate opponents 
first upon Landen, and finally back as far as Diest, the 
generals at the head of the other. corps not only failed to 
act up to the orders issued, but positively and glaringly 
infringed upon them. Cohom, in particular, impeUied 
B S 
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either by jealousy^ or^ as has with equal plausibility been 
coivjectured^ by die hope of plunder^ left Opdam to shift 
for himself; and joining Spaar^ led the combined corps 
directly against La Motte. Some little success he doubt- 
less obtained; that is to say^ he drove in the enemy's out- 
posts, and penetrated to their more advanced works ; but 
these were tsa from compensating for the hazards to 
which Opdam became in ^e mean time exposed. That 
officer advanced as he had been instructed ; but he did so 
without support, and having lost all touch to the rights 
became absolutely isolated in his position at Ekeren. 

Marlborough received intelligence of these unhappy 
blunders, not indeed in sufficient time to restore thii^ 
to their former order, but early enough to permit his 
sending instructions to Opdam, that he shoidd provide 
as he best could for his own safety. And high time it 
was that some such step should be taken; for the enemy, 
whose intelligence was excellent, were soon aware of 
the breach in the allied lines, and made haste to turn it 
to account. While Bedmar remained immovable, leaving 
De la Motte to his fate, Boufflers, at the head of 20,000 
men, was detached from Diest ; and hastened with rapid 
strides to co-operate in an attack upon the corps thus 
exposed to hazard. It was to no purpose that Marl- 
borough strained every nerve to pass Villeroi and to 
support Opdam. Ere the former measure could be 
effected, Opdam had permitted himself to be surprised, 
and, escaping almost unattended from the fields left his 
corps to fight or fiee, according to the humour of the men 
themselves. It was fortunate, in such a juncture, that 
general Slangenberg, the next in command, possessed a 
greater share both of courage and conduct than his chief. 
He put himself hastily at the head of the columns ; at- 
tacked and recovered several passes in the rear, of which 
the enemy had possessed themselves ; and, retiring in 
good order, disputed every inch of ground with his pur- 
suers. The result was, that, in the numbers of killed 
and wounded, neither party could boast of much supe- 
riority over its rival ; and that the single fruit of victory 
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gathared by the French was the temporary derangement 
of a plan concerted with singular skill, and laid down 
with extraordinary clearness. 

Chagrined^ but not disheartened^ at this untoward 
event, Marlborough so far yielded to his fate as to detw- 
mine now upon trusting all to a direct attack on tjie 
enemy's position. With this view he moved his army 
to Thielen, and establishing it there, repaired himself to 
Breda, for the purpose of concerting arrangem^its with 
the deputies of the states. He proceeded next to Bergen- 
op-Zoom, where he saw and held a conference with 
Cohon), and communicated his own sentiments to 
Slangenberg ; but he soon became convinced that with 
such men no business could be done, because no reliance 
could be placed either on their temper or their promises. 
On the one hand, ^angenberg, elated by his recent good 
fortune, affected to treat every proposition which ema- 
nated from other sources, with disdain. He disputed 
the justice of Marlborough's representations, and ventured 
to accuse the duke himsdf of having wilfully, and 
through the basest motives, exposed the Dutch troops to 
certain defeat ; while of Cohorn he never spoke except in 
language the most contemptuous. Cohorn, on the other 
hand, entertained so rooted a dislike for Slangenberg, 
that he positively refused to serve, unless the latter were 
removed ; and as such a proposition could not under any 
eircumstances be admitted, he gave up his conmaand and 
quitted the army. 

To this point affairs had come, when die reported 
junction of Boufflers with Villeroi, and the advimce of both, 
strengthened by a portion of Bedmar's corps, upon Sand- 
hofen,recalled Marlborough to his own camp. He broke up 
from Thielen, and, apprehensive for his conmiunications, 
which were threatened on the right, moved briskly to 
•Vorstelar. A corresponding movement on the part of 
the enemy followed : they established themselves at St. 
Loo; and,^ beginning to entrench, Marlborough was again 
elated with the prospect of bringing them to action. 
But just as he arrived on the great heath of Antwerp, 
B 4 
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making signals for Slangenberg to join him from Lilio, 
a dense smoke rising in the direction of the enemy's camp 
attracted his notice ; and it was founds on sending forward 
a reconnoitring party, that they had retreated, and were 
behind their lines. Upon these no arguments which 
Marlborough could employ would induce the Dutch ge. 
nerals to hazard an assaidt. After a short delay, there- 
fore, and a reconnoisance pushed as far as the outer 
entrenchments, he abandoned his mighty project, and 
with a heavy heart b^an to retrace his steps to his old 
position on the banks of the Meuse. 

On the 15th of August the allied army pitdied its 
camp at Val Notre-Dame, Villeroi moving in a parallel 
direction behind his lines, and establishing himself at 
Wasseige. On the l6th, a corps was detached for the 
attack of Huy, which surrendered soon after the bat- 
teries b^an to play. Hoping that his colleagues might 
be emboldened by this success, Marlborough once more 
urged upon them the propriety of storming the enemy's 
lines ; but his arguments were again met by expressions 
of despondency and mistrust. It was now that, with 
undisguised reluctance, he applied himself to the re- 
duction of Limburg and Guelder, both of which opened 
their gates ere the dose of September; thus leaving 
the Dutoh secure from all hostile visits, except on the 
side of Brabant alone. No doubt these were very valu- 
able acquisitions. They completed the conquest of the 
provinces of Cologne and Li^e, and relieved the states 
from the dread which had so long held them in suspense : 
while they paved the way in future campaigns for en- 
terprises stiQ more extensive and important Nevertheless 
the residt of the struggle fell so far short of what the 
general had anticipated, that he seems to have regarded 
the summer of 1703 as, in a military point of view, sadly 
misused. He accordingly disposed his troops in winter 
quarters, under the command of his brother, general 
Churchill, and set out on the 30th of October for the 
Hague. 

Marlborough was accompanied in his present journey 
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by the archduke Charles of Austria^ who had recendj 
been proclaimed king of Spam in his brother's capital 
of Vienna. This prince, captivated by the reputation 
which our great commander had acquired, visited him 
while distributing his army in their cantonments ; and 
besides addressing to him compliments in the highest 
degree gratifying, presented him with a diamond.hilted 
sword of great value. He entered with him, likewise, 
much at length, into the actual state of affairs and their 
probable results. He consulted him as to the measures 
which it behoved himself to adopt, both as to the esta- 
blishment of his daim on the Spanish crown and the 
conciliation of the people ; and he freely submitted to his 
judgment every arrangement renting both to his own 
conduct and the selection of the officers whom it would 
be judicious to entrust with command. Marlborough 
delivered his opinions on these points with the free- 
dom which became his high talents, and the modesty 
which was natural to him ; whilst Charles received, or 
affected to receive, his admonitions as a son receives the 
advices of a parent. They accordingly journeyed to- 
gether in the best humour possible ; and when Charles 
soon afterwards visited England, Marlborough was the 
individual selected to introduce him at the court of St, / 

James's. Vv^ 

It is not to be imagined that the cares of conducting 
his army, mighty as in Marlborough's case these un- 
questionably were, constituted the only or perhaps the 
chief sources of uneasiness to which that great man was 
subject. There was not a political movement at home, nor 
an intrigue or a cabal among the powers abroad, in which 
he was not, by some means or other, made a party. 
Thus, during the progress of the campaign which has 
just been described, the duke of Savoy exhibited symp- 
toms of a desire to break with the king of France, and 
give in his adherence to the terms of the grand alliance. 
To Marlborough was committed the delicate task of 
reconciling the pretensions of that prince as well with 
the pride of the emperor as with the selfish policy of the 
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maritime powers; and even Marlborough might have 
failed in bringing the negotiation to a happy issue^ but 
for the precipitancy of Louis in disarming the Pied- 
montese contingent. In like manner^ the important 
Btrugg^ w^ch was carried on between the tones and 
whigB gave to Marlborough incessant uneadness. Dis- 
posed from personal feeling to support the former^ and 
aware that itie inclinations of the queen correiq>onded 
with his own^ he found himself thwarted in all his »i- 
deavours^ not only by the strength of a numerous and 
weO-organised opposition^ but by the irresolution and 
inconsistency of Uie very men who professed to hold opi« 
nions congenial with his own. L<n:d Godolphin^ though 
advanced principally by Marlborough's influence to the 
office which he held^ yielded at last so complete!^ to 
popular damouTy as to write seriously of resting; 
whilst the duohessy a strenuous supporter of the whigs> 
urged her husband with the most pressing arguments to 
cast himself loose from the tories altogether^ and coalesce 
with the opposite faction. Now^ had the {uroceedings of 
these different parties gone no farther than their cor- 
fespondence^ it would have been irksome enough for a 
man circumstanced as Marlborough was to have his 
IjBisure moments occupied by the perusal of angry or 
expostulatory letters ; but when it is further considered 
that the wheels of government were completely dog- 
ged^ that supplies were either totally withheld^ or fur- 
nished in a very inadequate degree^ and that distrust and 
suspicion were thus engendered in the minds of the 
allies^ some notion may be formed of the real comforts 
of that ffltuation which Marlborough was called upon to 
^ The truths indeed^ is^ that even his patience^ ex« 
haustless as it i^peared to he, ceased at length to hold 
out ; and he returned to En^and with the avowed de- 
termination of resigning his command^ and retiring into 
private life. 

It is not our province to describe in detail the many 
political feuds to which^ in the present stage of his 
career^ the duke of Marlborough was made a party. 
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Enough is done when we state^ that after spending the 
winter in the very whirlpool of faction and debate^ he 
saw abundant cause^ as spring approached^ for reUn- 
quishing the determination which he had formed^ and 
prepared to return^ with zeal unabated, to the scene of 
his past glories on the Continent. Nor was there, at 
any stage of the war, greater need of the commanding 
genius of this extfaordinary man. In spite of the ac» 
cession of Portugal and the defection of Savoy from 
the Bourbons, the latter, so far from relaxing in their 
endeayours, seemed to increase them fourfidd. To this 
they were encouraged, as well by the ccmimand which 
they themselves held of the passages of the Rhine 
and the defiles of the Black Forest, as by the suc- 
cessful insurrection of prince Ragotski in Hungary ; 
who^ after compelling the imperild gena'al ScUick to 
retreat upon Presburg, levied contributions in Mo- 
ravia and Silesia, and spread alarm to the very gates 
of Vienna. The elector of Bavaria, too, had not been 
wanting in exertions, to which fortune, on almost all 
occasions, proved kind. Master of Ratisbon, Kempten, 
Kaufleuren, and Gravenbach, which commanded the 
country between the lUer and the Inn, in possession 
of Augsburg, which afforded a passage over the Lech, 
and occupying Ulm with a strong garrison, he besi^ed 
and carried Passau and Lintz, the keys of Upper Aus- 
tria, and was prevented from reducing N<»dlingen and 
Nuremberg only by the approach of winter. He thus 
held the course of the Danube from its fountain-head 
to the frontier of Austria; established a communication 
with the French armies on the Rhine and the rebels in 
Hungary ; and by these advantages, joined to his cen- 
tral position, was enabled to overawe th^ provinces of 
the empire, and to penetrate, almost without obstruction, 
to Vienna itself. His field force, again, consisted of 
45,000 men, with which he occupied cantonments in 
the vicinity of Ulm, waiting tiU he should be strength-* 
ened, in early spring, by a French corps, which was 
ready to proceed, so soon as the state of die roads would 



d by Google 



1£ BRITISH MILITARY COMIIAMDERS. 

permit^ through the rugged country bordering the sources 
t)f the Danube. 

While such was the state of affairs in this quarter^ 
and Villeroi continued strong in the Netherlands^ 
Tallard^ with 45,000 veteran troops, invaded Suabia 
and Franconia, from his position on the Upper Rhine. 
The Tyrol was threatened from Italy; the duke of 
Savoy was sorely pressed; and the whole country be- 
tween the frontier of Dauphin^ and the Trentine Alps 
seemed on the eve of subjugation. Meanwhile, the 
best exertions of the court of Vienna had failed, to 
infuse either vigour or daring into the sluggish con- 
federacy of which the empire was made up. Twenty 
thousand r^ular troops, encamped behind the lines of 
Stolhoffen, and commanded by the margrave of Baden, 
were all that the emperor could oppose to the elector of 
Bavaria. To bands of militia and armed peasantry, 
feebly supported by a few battalions under general Stirum, 
the important passes of the Black Forest were entrusted ; 
while a body of Dutch troops, amounting to less than 
7000 men, covered Wirtemberg from their quarters 
at Rothweil ; and a few Hessians and Prussians watched 
the Rhine below Philipsburg. Such was the exposed 
condition of the empire in the beginning of 1704 ; 
and as Marlborough well knew that the downfall of 
that power woidd leave France without a rival on the 
Continent, he determined to sacrifice his own feelings to 
the public good, and make a great and decisive effort to 
save the liberties of Europe. 

For some time previous, Marlborough had meditated 
a scheme, of which he 'communicated the perfect out. 
lines to prince Eugene alone.* Even Godolphin, though 
usually in his confidence, was, on the present occasion, 
consulted only so far as appeared necessary for the due 
supply of resources ; while the sanction neither of the 
queen nor of the cabinet was solicited, that being left to 
follow should the result prove fortunate. The scheme 

* With this oflBcer, whose name stood deservedly high, he bad entered 
into a close and intimate correspondence during the last campaign, and he 
Irenewed it with daily increasing confidence, as he saw the cri^ i^ 
pcoaching. 
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in question embraced nothing less than a complete 
diange of the theatre of war^ by a separation from the 
allied and the Dutch contingents^ and the march of his 
own army into Germany. Now, there were many and 
serious obstacles opposed to this measure, from the 
bare contemplation of which most men would have 
sbrunk. In the first place, it would be necessary to ob- 
tain the consent of the states, a matter only to be accom- 
plished by the exercise of consummate address ; in the 
next place, the protection of Holland and Flanders must 
be committed to the Dutch troops alone ; and last, thougb 
Bot least, a strong hostile army, supported by numerous 
fortresses, must be left to act upon the communications 
and block up the rear of the corps engaged in this dis- 
tant expedition. On calculating all the chances, how- 
ever, it appeared to Marlborougb that, provided he 
should succeed in masking his design at the commence- 
ment, success was at least more probable than failure. 
He was satisfied, moreover, that nothing short of success 
could prevent the ruin of Austria and the subsequent 
dissolution of the league; and he regarded that object as 
an end towards the attainment of which every imagin- 
able hazard ought to be run. Having therefore availed 
himself of the circumstances of Portugal and Savoy to 
obtain both subsidies from the parliament, and an aug. 
mentation of 10,000 men to die army in the Nether- 
lands, he set sail on the 15th of January for the Hague, 
where, on the 19th, he arrived, and proceeded instantly 
to concert measures with the pensionary and the states- 
general. 

Maintaining the same caiitiop silence here which he 
had preserved at home, he succeeded, after a good deal 
of opposition, in wringing from the states a reluctant 
consent to what was represented and believed to be a 
partial change of system. It was agreed, for example, 
that Marlborough, with the British troops and part of the 
foreign auxiliaries, should open a campaign upon the 
Moselle ; while Overkirk, with the Dutch and the rest 
of ^ auxiliaries, should act defensively in the Nether- 
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knds. At the same time the states were prevailed upon 
to advance subsidies for the maintenance of the corps 
acting under the princes Louis of Baden and Eugene^ as 
wdl as to take into their pay 4000 Wirtemberg troops^ 
in the room of certain detachments sent off to Portugal. 
The duke of Savoy, likewise, was encouraged to hold 
out, both by pecuniary remittances and assurances of 
speedy support; the elector palatine was amused with 
promises; and the king of Prussia cajoled by a show of 
confidence, both to open a negotiation with the elector 
of Bavaria, and to increase the amount Of his own con- 
tingent. In a word, every precautionary measure was 
adopted whidi appeared in any degree calculated at once 
to divert public attention from die important blow about 
to be struck, and to raider it, when it did fall, irresistiUe 
and decisive. 

In conducting these negotiations, Marlbcn'ough spent 
the interval between the 19th of JaniHiry and the 21st 
of February ; he then reimbarked for England, where 
afikirs scarcely less urgent or less complicated demanded 
his attention. The discontented state of Seodand, joined 
to the differences which prevailed in the cabinet itsdf 
relative to the bill of occasional conformity, had by this 
time induced Nottin^am to bring matters to a crisis, 
by reqiuring the immediate dismissal of Somerset and 
Devonfibire as the price of his own condnuance in office. 
Serious alarm was entertained bodi by Godolphin and 
Marlborough, that her majesty, whose pardality to Not. 
tin^am was well known, might yield to this demand ; 
but Anne, though strong in her personal predilections^ 
was a princess of high spirit, and sensitively alive to in- 
sult. Instead of entering into any discussion with tile 
minister who bad thus trampled upon her dignity, she 
threw herself at once into die arms of his opponents ; 
and, accepting his resignation, transferred her whc^ 
confidence to the party of which Marlborough was at 
the head. No delay was exhibited by Marlborough and 
Crodolphin in turning this act of their mistress to account, 
leaking diemselves entirely free from the higb tory 
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faction^ they at die same time studiously ayoided even 
the appearance of coaHtion with the whigs^ and fonned an 
administration devoted^ as was believed^ to their own 
views^ by adyandng Harley to the offiee which Notting* 
ham had qtutted^ and creating Henry St. Jnhii secretary 
at war. 

These important arrangements were yet incomplete, 
when J on the 19th of Aprils Mariborough embarked at 
Harwich^ accompanied by his brother general Churchill^ 
the earl of Orkney^ lord Ctttts, and other officers of dis« 
tinction. He reached the Hague on the 21st, and 
devoted nearly a month to the removal of numerous 
difficulties which still encumbered his designs. Among 
other happy measures, he contrived to rid himsdf of the 
presence of the fidd-deputies, by making from the states 
^no demand except for the auxiliary troops; and he 
blinded both them and the mai^ave of Baden, by af« 
fecting to approve of a plan which the latter sent in for 
the campaign on the Mosdk. All ^ese points were 
adjusted whfle he yet sojourned «t the Hague. On the 
5th of May we find him at Utrecht, on the 10th at 
Maestricfat, and on the 18th in presence of his assembled 
army at Bedburg. He reviewed his troops here, which 
amounted in all to fifty-one battalions and ninety-two 
squadrons ; and having previously instructed the Prus- 
sians, Lunenburgers, and Hessians from the Rhine, as 
well as eleven Dutch battalions at RothWeil, where to 
join, he began, on the morning of the 20th, his eventful 
and welLdisguised march. 

Our limits will not permit us to follow, stage by stage, 
the daring and skilful movement which carried the allied 
army, ii\ the course of ten days, from Bedburg to Mentz. 
'We must content ourselves, therefore, with stating, that 
neidier the fears of Overkirk> excited by ViUeroi's pass- 
age of the Meuse, nor in^ligence that Tallaid had 
crossed the Bhine, detained the duke of Marlborough 
more than a few hours, or diverted him from his pur-* 
pose. He still kept his eye steadily fixed upon the 
relief of Austria ; and still, by the excellence of his ar« 
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rangements, led both fiiends and foes to imagiiie^ that 
Bonn was to f<»in the base of his ultimate operations. 
Thus^ while the French were marching columns at one 
momoit towards the Mosdle^ and another in the directicm 
of Alsaoe^ the roads leading to the Danube were left 
unguarded; and every facility of conmiunication between 
prince Eugen^ the margrare^ and Marlborough was 
hap^y obtained and secured. 

Fnmi Mentz^ after a halt of some days, during which 
he gradually opened out his designs to the heads of the 
allied corps, Marlborough took the direction of Laden- 
burg. Here he crossed the Neckar by bridges which he 
had ordered previously to be constructed, and advancing 
as far as Erpingen, he despatched urgent instructions to 
the princes Louis and £ugene that they should watch 
the Rhine, so as to hinder the threatened passage of Vil- 
leroi and Tallard, whose armies were understood to be 
on the eve of forming a junction. Meanwhile, he him- 
self pressed on to Gross Gartach, where he again tra- 
verse the Neckar, and arriving on the 10th at Mon- 
delsheim, received there a visit, for the first time, from 
Eugene and count Wratislaw. They remained with him 
three days, before the expiration of which prince Louis 
likewise came in ; when all the arrangements necessary 
to their future operations were definitively settled. It 
was determined that Eugene should observe the Rhine, 
his own corps being reinforced by the addition of the 
Danish division ; while Louis, who claimed the privilege 
by. right of seniority, should act in union with Marl- 
borough, the generals assuming the chief command each 
on alternate days. 

On the 14th the columns were again in motion, the 
allied generals having departed to their respective com- 
mands ; and the same evening Marlborough established 
his head-quarters at Ebersbach. Here he was compelled 
to halt during six entire days, in anxious expectation of 
the arrival of prince Louis, against whom the elector of 
Bavaria, after sending his baggage to Ulm, was reported 
to have made a movement across the Danube. Nor was 
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this the only unpleasant rumour which tended to harass 
a mind akeady supplied with more than adequate em- 
ployment. Information arrived that Overkirk, after 
penetrating the enemy's lines near Wasseige^ had heen 
compelled^ hy the timidity of his colleagues^ to fall back; 
that the states-general were in the utmost alarm^ in con. 
sequence of the expected return of Villeroi to the Nether- 
lands ; that Villeroi and TaUard were actually in contact 
at Landau; and that some great enterprise was inevi- 
table. These^ it must be confessed^ were rumours not 
calculated to raise the hopes of a general dtuated as 
Marlborough then was^ with the long and rugged defile 
of GiesUngen between him and the only force to which 
he could look for co-operation or support. Nevertheless^ 
they either did not or appeared not to discompose^ in 
the slightest degree^ the order of his thoughts. While^ 
to satisfy the states^ he issued instructions for the as- 
sembling of a flotilla of boats upon the Rhine^ he busied 
himself in forming magazines at Heidelsheim and Nord- 
lingen ; after which he made ready to advance with his 
cavalry and lighter infantry to the assistance of prince 
Louis. On the SOth^ however^ more accurate intelli- 
gence arrived^ that Louis was in fuU march upon Wes- 
terstetten: instantly the troops were ordered under arms; 
and the pass being cleared on the 21st^ by noon on the 
22d the long wished-for junction was effected between 
Launsheim and Ursprung. 

While Marlborough was thus bringing to maturity his 
able and patiently-devised project^ the elector of Bavaria^ 
who had been reinforced, so early as the 19th of May, 
by a strong corps of French troops from Tallard*s army, 
kept principally within his entrenched camp at Ulm. 
.One or two movements he had indeed made, chiefly with 
a view to facilitate the approach of his allies ; but these, 
besides that they were followed by no memcn'able results, 
gave little proof of energy or talent either on his side or 
on the side of the margrave of Baden, in whose presence 
they were eflbcted. The case' was widely difi^fent now. 
No sooner was the veil withdrawn, which, during so 

VOL. II. 
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^protracted a period had concealed the object of MfliL 
borough's raovements^ than the elector became greatly 
alarnied^ and removed with all haste from Ulm^ to a line 
still more defensible between Lawingen and Dillingen. 
The latter change of ground took place on the 24th of 
. June> the very day when the allied generals arriyed at 
Mchingen and Langenau; and Marlborough was^ in 
ocmsequence, enabled to pass without risk, on the 26th, 
as far^to the eastward as Herbrechten. In this position 
he halted till the reserve of his infantry^ under general 
Churchill; came up ; and it was found, on reviewing the 
whole army> that it mustered Qd battaUons, 202 squa- 
drons, with a train of 48 pieces of cannon, and 24 pon- 
toons. 

The hostile armies were now within two leagues of one 
another; yet the movements made on both sides plainly 
indicated that a decisive battle^ if fought at all, would 
not take place on the arena already occupied. On the 
4me hand, the aUies, filing to the right, exhibited a 
disposition to seize Donawerth, and to convert it into 
a place ^armee, preparatory to an invasion of Bavaria ; 
on the other hajid, tl^ elector seemed willing to run the 
utmost hazards rather than witness the accomplishment 
of a design so formidable. A corps of 10,000 infantry^ 
supported by 2500 cavalry, was accordingly despatched 
from his lines, with orders to fortify and hold to the last 
extremity the heights of Schellenberg ; while messenger 
after messenger was sent out to hurry the advance of 
marshal Tallard, who from his quarters at Strasburg had 
promised to support tiie elector. Marlborough was not 
kept long in ignorance of these precautionary measures. 
Convinced tiiat all now depended on celerity of move- 
ment; he. passed the electoral camp in column of mardb^ 
on the Ist of July, and halted xhat night within four- 
teen miles of the unfinished works on Schellenberg. 

Though it was yet tiiehdght of smnmer^ a succession 
of heavy rains had so broken up the roads^ that not 
artillery and baggage only^ but the infantry tiiemselves, 
found it a hard matter to proceed. Multitudes of 8ti«g- 
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gjers were continually left b^nd. Nevertheless^ Marl- 
borough perceived, that if he hoped to force the passage 
of the Danube at all, an attempt to do so must be made 
ere the enemy's entrenchments should be rendered perfect, 
and themselves reinforced by numbers superior to his own. 
Under these circumstances, he selected ISO men from 
each battalion, amounting in all to 6000 infantry; 
added to them thirty squadrons of choice cavalry, and 
three regiments of imperial guards, and putting himself 
at their head, set out, at three o'clock in the morning of 
the 20th, with the avowed intention of storming the 
heists. The rest of the army being entrusted to the 
guidance of prince Louis, received instructions to follow 
with all convenient speedy and to act^ as each brigade 
should arrive, according to the circumstances in which 
those preceding it might stand. Such were the orders 
issued by die British general, on whom the chief com* 
mand had devolved ; and these orders all ranks, from 
the margrave down to the private sentinel, prepared 
cheerfully and zealously to obey. 

At the appointed hour, Marlborough with his select 
corps set forward. About nine o'clock the advanced 
guiuti, consisting wholly of cavalry, arrived within can- 
non shot of the enemy's position, which the general pro. 
ceeded immediately to reconnoitre, and which he founds 
though as yet imperfectly fortified, and in many parts 
open, to be upon the whole exceedingly formidable. 
The Bavarians were posted on the summit and along 
die sides of the Schellenberg ; a hill which rises gradually 
to the height of several hundred feet, and overhangs 
Bonawerth, on the left bank of the Danube. This po6t> 
naturally commanding, they had strengthened by a diain 
of works, which extended from Ae covered way of 
Donawerth on the left, included an old fort on the brow 
of the hill, and swept round, embracing the whole of the 
summit, to the very bank of the river. In front of the 
position, to the right and left, the ground was every 
where open, being broken by a ravine on the side of 
Donawerth, and crossed by a rivulet ; bat immediately 
2 



d by Google 



20 BBITISH MILITARY COVHANDEBg. 

befbre the centre stood the thick wood of Boschberg> 
stretching away from the very verge of the entrench- 
ment^ and expanding gradually in the direction of Mon- 
beim. Finally, the great road leading from Nordlingen 
through Donawerth to Augsburg passed to the west of 
the position^ whilst several lines of tents on the opposite 
side of the river showed that ample support was at hand, 
in the event of the troops now in possession being over- 
powered by superior numbers. 

Having ascertained all these particulars, and observed 
where the enemy's principal batteries were erected^ 
Marlborough returned to his troops, whom he had or- 
dered to halt, for the purpose of refreshment, and to 
permit the stragglers and weary to join. Sufficient time 
having been afforded for the accomplishment of these 
ends^ he made his dispositions for the attack, by throw- 
ing masses of infantry across the Wemitz into the wood ; 
and arranging the cavalry as far as practicable under 
cover, yet sufficiently near to support their dismounted 
comrades. Beyond the village of Berg, to which the 
enemy had set fire, a battery was planted, which soon 
opened with effect ; while a reserve of eight battalions 
was disposed so as to prolong the line to the right, in 
case the assaulting column should fail to embrace a suf. 
fident extent of the enemy's works. 

For some time general d'Arco, who commanded the 
united Bavarian and French forces, was deceived into 
a belief that he saw before him only a reconnoitering 
party of horse, and that no serious attempt to molest 
him would be made before the morrow. Under this 
persuasion, he would not permit his troops to intermit 
their labour on the entrenchments ; but when the heads 
of columns began to debouch, and the allied artillery 
opened, die delusion, if such it may be called, was dis- 
pelled. After a few moments of apparent irresolution, 
he ordered his people to their arms ; his guns replied to 
those of Marlborough with great alacrity ; and as the 
hostile lines approached one another, the conflict began 
m eunest Nothing could exceed the gallantry of tl^ 
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English^ or the cool and collected deportment of their 
leader. Though mowed down hy grape, and repeatedly 
driven back to the verge of the ditch^ they returned on 
each occasion with fresh vigour^ and continued the as. 
sault in spite of the loss of almost all the principal 
officers^ besides a fearful carnage among the men. At 
last the cavalry^ led on in the most brilliant style by 
general Lumley^ rushed forward to support the infantry. 
They rode within a short space of the works^ then threw 
themselves from their horses^ and pressed forward sword 
in hand ; yet it is doubtful whether even their devotion 
would have availed^ had not timely aid arrived at this 
juncture. Prince Louis, who had followed with the 
main body of the army, approached the scene of conflict. 
He passed the Wemitz below Berg, drew up under the 
walls of Donawerth, and penetrating by an unfinished 
angle of the works between, the castle and the town, in- 
terrupted the enemy*8 communications, by turning their 
position to the left. The effect of this movement was 
instantly felt in the quarter where the British fought. 
The resistance of the enemy gradually abating, the as. 
sailants rushed on with double resolution, and in a few 
moments were in fuU possession of the entrenchments, 
which had been so long and so obstinately ^ defended. 
The rout was now as complete as the carnage at- 
tendant upon it was dreadful. The bridge by which 
ihe fugitives endeavoured to escape across the Danube 
broke down under their weight ; so that out of the wholcr 
number engaged^ amounting in all to 13,000 or 14,000 
men, scarcely SOOO rejoined the army of the elector. 

Marlborough received, as he deserved, the highest 
encomiums for the promptitude with which he entered 
upon this battle, and the steadiness and perseverance 
with which he brought it to a successful termination. 
His loss was indeed severe ; for, in addition to the fall 
of many officers of rank and merit, his casualties 
amounted to 1500 killed, and 4000 wounded ; yet when 
t)»e advantages resulting from the victory are considered^ 
even at this cost^ it must be admitted to have been 
3 
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cheaply purchased. Had he hesitated^ or delayed h!i 
attack for twenty-four hours^ not only would the lines 
have heen rendered ten times more formidable^ but the 
arrival of a strong reinforcement w<ould have placed the 
passage of the Danube beyond his reach^ and thus de- 
feated the main end of aU his previous movements. 
Victory, on the other hand, laid open £he rich and 
hitherto uninjured plains of Bavaria to his foragers ; it 
disconcerted aU the arrangements of the enemy ; gave 
fresh courage to his own troops, as well as to his aUies, 
and furnished him with an excellent base for ulterior 
operations. With one drawback, however, it certainty 
was attended. The coldness which had all along subu 
sisted between prince Louis and the British general, and 
to Vhich the dissimilarity of their natural tempei^ 
gave rise, ripened into positive aversion. Nevertheletti, 
this misfortune, if such it could be termed, was more 
than compensated to Marlborough by the applause both 
of friends and enemies. From the latter he received 
the highest compliment wliich a successful general can 
expect, by becoming to them an object both of dread 
and abhorrence; while the former, especially the em« 
peror, openly spoke of him and addr^sed Um as the 
preserver of Germany^ and the greatest hero of bis 
age. 

The immediate consequence of this victory was the 
abandonment of Donaweith by the elector, after an abor. 
tive attempt to destroy the magazines, and his hasty 
retreat to Augsburg. He was induced to leave thus 
exposed the whole of his own territory, from an appre- 
hension that if he endeavoured to cover even Munich, 
Marlborough might succeed in throwing himself upon 
the line of road by which Tallard was advancing, and, 
while he prevented a junction between the French and Ba- 
varian armies, act against each with his whole force, and 
destroy them in detail. There cannot be a doubt that, 
so long as he looked to a determined continuance of the 
war, sound policy pointed to this mode of proceeding; yet 
it brought heavy calamities upon a country which fbr 



d by Google 



JOHN DUKE OF MARLBOROUGH. ^$ 

ibe i^ace of sixty years had not witnessed the presence 
of ap eaaemj. Marlborough lost no time in repairing 
the bridge over the Damibe ; he hud his pontoons judi. 
douidy upon the Lech ; and by the 7th was in posses- 
sion of Neuhurg^ into which he threw a garrison of 
3000 men. Thus were ample supplies of bread from 
the rich province of Franconia secured^ while, exten- 
flive d^ts being estaUished at Donawerth, all risk of 
pnTatiim was averted. 

The elector had left 400 men in the small but strong 
town of Aain^ which standing upon the main road fh>m 
the Ledi^ threatened seriously to incommode the allied 
communications. On the 13th^ the jdace was invested 
by a detachment under the count de Frise^ and on the 
l6th it surrendered. The army now began its progress 
isto the interior; and halting on the 18th at Aicha^ 
occupied Friedberg^ within an easy march of Augsburg^ 
Unfortunately, however, a train of battering cannon, for 
which Marlbovough had repeatedly applied, and which 
the margrave had long ago promised to furnish, failed to 
arrive; and as without it any effort to obtain possession 
of Munich would have been futile, Marlborough resolved 
to try with the elector the effect of negotiation. But 
though his pr(^K)sitions were at first so well received as 
to excite hopes of an ultimate accommodation, they 
were suddenly bn^en off, ere any arrangements could be 
made ; and Marlborough, in obedience to the barbarous 
system of warfare prevalent at the time, ravaged the 
whole of Bavaria up to the very gates of die capital. 
, Meanwhile marshal Tallard, to whom advices of the 
critical situation of the elector had been transmitted^ 
broke up from his encampment on the Rhine, and, after 
a fruitless effort to reduce Villingen, forded the Danube 
at Mosskirk, and emerged into die plains between Ulm 
and Memmingen. Leaving Ulm to the north-west, he 
pushed rapidly upon Biberbach, where patrols from the 
Bavarian army met him ; and his line being extended, 
the two corps became soon afterwards united. His 
march, however was neither unnoticed nor disregarded 
c 4 
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by prince Eugene : that officer^ apprehensive for die 
consequences^ instantly moved in a parallel direction, and 
arrived with his corps of 18,000 men on the plains of 
Hochstadt, almost at the very moment when the Frencb 
opened their first communications with the elector. 
Nevertheless, the chances were decidedly in favour of the 
enemy, had they known how to take advantage of them< 
Then: position was central, commanding the string of 
ike arc, at the extremities of which Marlborough and 
Eugene were posted ; and it required but a prompt and 
bold movement to place them between the allies. Hasp-- 
pily for the renown of our great commander, they al- 
lowed the fortunate moment to pass; and neither 
Marlborough nor Eugene were men likely to permit a 
moment of stich hazard to return. 

Equally unwilling to relinquish the fruits of past 
successes, and indisposed to sacrifice Eugene, Marl- 
borough formed the daring resolution of mardiing by 
Aicha towards Neuburg: his camp was accordingly 
pitched at a place called Eknach, where he was met by 
prince Eugene ; and a council of war being held, the 
chiefs came to tlie conclusion that neither should Eugene's* 
corps be drawn absolutely into Bavaria, nor that of 
Marlborough carried across the Danube, till the designs 
of the enemy had become more perfectly developed. 
In the mean while, however, it was agreed that prince 
Louis should be detached with a sufficient force to un- 
dertake the siege of Ingolstadt, and that the ground 
between the Paar and the Lech should be occupied as 
a defensive position, in order to cover that operation, 
and protect the bridges at the confluence of the Lech^ 
and Danube. Such were the arrangements entered into 
on the 7th of August On the 9th, the margrave took, 
his departure, and on the same day Marlborough, alarmed' 
by intelligence that the enemy were looking towards the 
Danube, moved upon Exheim. Here every doubt was 
removed as to the intentions of Tallard and the elector ; 
for they were ascertained to be in full march upon Dil- 
lingen^ j&om whence they could at any moment attado 
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and overwhelm the small force left on the plains of 
Hochstadt. 

All now depended upon celerity of movement on the 
psrt of Marlborough^ and a judicious disposition of his 
troops on that of Eugene. To have retreated towards 
the Rhine would have doubtless secured the safety of 
the latter ; but then the bridges and depots must be 
abandoned; and Marlborough^ cut off from his supplies^ 
would be left to maintain himself as he best could in a 
country every where hostile. Trusting, therefore, to the 
well known activity of his colleague, Eugene fell back n<» 
farther than the Kessel, in rear of which, having a range 
of difficult ground before him, he took post. In the mean; 
. time, Marlborough was making vigorous efforts to sus-. 
tain him. At midnight on the 9th, a corps of twenty- 
eight squadrons, under the duke of Wirtemberg, set out 
firom the camp, with orders to pass the pontoon bridge at 
Merxheim and unite with the prince's cavalry : two hours 
later, general Churchill, with twenty battalions and the 
whole of the artillery, followed by the same route; and 
by dawn on the 10th, the duke himself with the remainder 
of the army set forward. They encamped that night 
between Mittelstadt and Peuchingen, not far frcnn Rain. 

Marlborough had just thrown himself upon his bed, 
when an express arrived from Eugene, to announce that 
the enemy had crossed the Danube, and that the prince 
was in hourly expectation of being attacked. Another 
and another messenger' followed, each. bringing reports 
more and more urgent, that the line of the Kessel was 
indefensible, that the cavalry alone watched it, that the 
infantry were falling back upon Schellenberg, and that 
nothing short of; an immediate junction could save the 
army of the Rhine from destruction. Instantly the 
troops were under arms, the baggage packed, and the 
tents struck; and ere midnight the whole were moving 
in two columns, one by the route of Merxheim and the 
pontoon bridge, the other across the Lech and Danube, 
upon Donawerth. At six the same evening the patrols 
^rom^the several divisions fell in with Eugene's army, . 
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and by ten o'clock at ni^t the armies were united and in 
position^ with their left upon the Danube^ their right at 
KesseLOstheim^and the river Kessel covering their front. 
At an early hour on the morning of the 1 2th (the baggage 
having come up during the night)^ Marlborough and £u- 
gene^ who had determined on occupying a position in the 
vicinity of Hochstadt^ pushed forward under the escort of 
the grand guards^ to reconnoitre. They had proceeded at 
fu* as Schweningen, when they came suddenly in pre- 
sence of some squadrons ; and^ in order to ascertain the 
exact force of the party, they mounted the tower of Dq>f<* 
heim church. From that commanding station they beheld 
the staff of the enemy's army marking out an encampment 
at the distance of something less than three miles in iheir 
front The ground was strong by nature, being every 
where elevated, rendered shaggy here and there with un* 
derwood, and protected by the defile of Dapf heim ; it was 
advantageously covered^ too, by the river Nebel, which, 
though narrow, is difficult of passage, in consequence of 
the muddiness of its channel and the marshy nature of its 
banks; whilst two or three water mills, as well as the vil- 
lages of Blenheim, Oberglauh, and Lutzingen, offered ad^. 
mirable points of defence both to the flanks and the centre. 
It seemed, indeed, as if any effi)rt to turn such a line must 
inevitably fail ; for while the Danube swept along the 
light with a deep and broad stream, the left was scarody 
less efficiently protected by precipitous ravines and impe- 
netrable thickets. Nevertheless both Marlborough aad 
Eugene determined upon an attack. As it seemed, 
moreover, to them that every moment's delay would serve 
to render a position, sufficiently formidable in itself, moie 
and more secure, they resolved that the decisive step 
should be taken immediately; and they hurried back to 
the camp, to issue the necessary orders, and to super- 
intend such pi'eliminary measures as, under the drcum- 
itanoes of the case, appeared' advisable. 

The whole of the 12th was occupied in levelling 
€main inequalities of ground, in constructing bridges 
across the rivulets, and particularly in filling up a ravine 
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Ibrmed by the course of the Reichen^ not far from die 
Tilli^ of Dapf heim. A sharp skirmish, likewise, be., 
tween the enemy's cavalry and the piquets and corering 
party which protected these operations, gave animation 
to the scene, and produced some excitement ; bttt in 
other respects all seemed quiet, both in the allied camp 
and within the enemy's lines. The scene was widely 
diflferoit as soon as midnight passed. Then it was that 
Marlborough, who had solemnly received the sacrament 
from the hands of his chaplain, issued orders for the 
troops to muster, and in two hours afterwards tlie bagp* 
gage being sent back to Eeitlingen, the tents were left 
standing, and the allied army began its march. 

The combined corps of Marlborough and £ugene, 
which was estimated as not exceeding 52,000 men, with 
fifty-two pieces of cannon, moved from their ground, and 
paj»ed the Kessel in eight columns of attack. On the 
right were two divisions of infantry, supported by their 
guns, and followed by a like distribution of cavalry, 
which, amounting in all to eighteen battalions and se. 
venty-four squadrons, acted under the orders of prince 
£ugene. To them the task was allotted of driving the 
enemy from Lutzingen, either by penetrating through the 
woods, or by direct assault ; while at the same time they 
were instructed to threaten Overglauh, and occupy the 
attention of the corps drawn up between that post and the 
efxtreme left In the mean time, while Marlborough, at 
the head of forty-eight battalions and eighty-six squa- 
drons, prepared to move likewise in four columns, against 
the Centre to the right ; while the piquets, instead of 
jdning their respective corps as they advanced, were 
liifitructed to Comiiose a separate column, and after oover*- 
ing the march of the artillery along the great road, to 
storm the village of Blenheim. Such were the arrange, 
ments made over-night, in accordance with which the 
army broke up, as has just been described ; Marlborou^'s 
corps being directed to form on the great road between 
-Weilheim and Kremheim; while that of £ugene, passing 
along the skirts of the hills in rear of Wolperstettoi^ 
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Berg^usen, and Schwenenbach^ probnged the line to 
tiie extremity of the valley as far as Eichberg. 

From the postscript of a letter written by marshal 
TaUard on the morning of this memorable day, it is 
evident that no occurrence could have been less anti. 
cipated in the Gallo-Bavarian camp than an attack. 
Though the drums of the allies were distinctly heard 
beating the gin^rale at 2 o'clock A. m.^ the idea of a 
grand movement seems not for one moment to have 
been entertained ; indeed^ the impression was^ that Marl- 
borough would retire upon Nordlingen^ at the manifest 
hatard of losing all that he had risked so much to attain. 
No patrols therefore were sent out^ nor was any other 
precautionary measure adopted; nay^ the very cavalry 
were permitted to go forth at dieir usual hour^ unhar. 
nessed and unarmed^ to forage. Whence the notion of 
the retreat to Nordlingen arose, we are left at liberty 
to draw our own conclusions: we know only that 
some deserters passed over to the enemy's outposts on 
the evening of the 12th, with intelligence to that effect 
It has been concluded from this^ either that these men 
were themselves purposely misled, or that they pur. 
posely misled the enemy. But however tlus may be, 
it is very certain that both TaUard and the dector were 
completely deceived ; and as the morning chanceii to be 
imusually hazy, the allies were already dose upon their 
patrols ere so much as a suspicion began to be entertained 
that a great battle was at hand. 

It was about seven o'clock in the forenoon when the 
£og dispersed, and the heads of Eugene's columns be- 
^axae visible as they moved along the base of the heights 
in rear of Berghausen. The French and Bavarians 
stood promptly to their arms ; signal guns were fired 
to recall the foragers ; and marshals TaUard and Marsin, 
with the elector and the rest of the chiefs, mounting in 
aU haste, galloped from station to station, and exerted 
themselves to range the several corps in battle array. 
As they were superior both in numbers and in the na. 
tural strength of the ground which they held, the 
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chances of success were decidedly in their favour ; and 
had sufficient warning heen given^ it is far from im- 
probable that tiie result of the action might have been 
different from what it was. But seldom has a great army^ 
<»mmanded by experienced leaders^ and covered as tMs 
was by a chain of posts at due distances from the main 
body, been, in effisct, more thoroughly surprised. No 
plan of defence appears to have been previously arranged; 
every thing was left to the impulse of the moment; and 
hence more than one vital error was committed, both 
in the distribution and wielding of the troops. Thus, 
taking it for granted that the Nebel was impassaUe 
from Oberglauh to the mills, the centre of the line was 
made to consist entirely of horse, the infantry being posted 
at each flank, with guns ranged here and there as a com- 
manding eminence seemed to invite. ' As the assailants 
drew near, however, Tallard saw enough to satisfy him 
Ihat Blenheim would be the main point of attack; he there- 
fore crowded into it not fewer than twenty-eight bat- 
talions of infantry, besides twelve squadrons of dragoons, 
some of them dismounted. Most of die avenues leading 
to the village had already been palisadoed; he caused 
the remainder to be blocked up with wagons, carts, 
(^ks filled with stones and earth, boards, doors, shutters, 
and other encumbrances. A whole brigade lined the 
hedges to the left ; the churchyard was strongly occu- 
pied, and every facihty of communication from post to 
post was afibrded by bridges thrown hastily over the 
Meulweyer. This done, he ordered several hamlets, 
with all the mills, of which the allies might, by possi. 
hility, avail themselves, to be set on fire ; and, placing 
a division of gendarmes d cheval upon the extreme 
tight, he instructed its leader to charge the English so 
soon as a certain number of the infantry should have 
passed the Nebel. 

While he thus overloaded his right, and exposed his 
centre to insult, Tallard scarcely interfered at all with 
tiie arrangements which the elector and marshal Marsin 
flaw fit to make for the support of the left. These, ex- 
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tending their cavalry^ so as to communicate with Tallard's 
by the rights occupied Oberglauh with piquets of ini- 
fantry; while thirty battalions^ among which were the 
Irish brigade^ formed a line in its rear. Cavalry 8ac« 
ceeded next^ interlaced here and there with infantry^ 
and strongly supported by batteries of cannon; while oa 
the left of the whole was a brigade of foot^ partly ex* 
tended among the underwood and broken ground^ partly 
in dose columns^ and ready to move where most needed. 
There was a second line in rear of the firsts near the 
ground on which the tents stood ; but its order was little 
if at aU different from that assumed by the front line. 

The allied columns having reached their points of form, 
ation^ began immediately to deploy^ under a heavy fire 
from the enemy's cannon^ to which their own^ as occao 
sion served^ made answer. Wliile this was going on^ 
Marlborough with an eagles eye surveyed and noted 
the defects in the enemy's arrangements. He saw that 
Blenheim and Oberglauh were both strong in themselves^ 
but that they were too £sar removed either to support 
one another^ or to sweep the intervening space with a 
destructive flanking fire. He observed that the Nebcil 
was left almost entirely unguarded throughout this in- 
terval ; for the cavalry were drawn up along the braw 
of the heights beyond^ and scarce a gun amid be brought 
to bear upon the bed of the stream itself. He waa at 
no loss^ under such circumstances^ as to the course which 
it behoved him to adopt. The mass of his cavalry was 
80 disposed as to pass the rivulet here^ closely followed^ 
however^ and supported by a strong corps of inlentry; 
whilst^ at the same moment^ a furious assault upon 
Blenheim would prevent any succour from being sent 
to the point threatened. Nothing, however, could be 
done till Eugene's fire should be heard on the right ; wd 
hence^ after forming his lines, and causing an adequt^ 
supply of fascines to be prepared, he gave orders that 
the chaplains of the several battalions should perfoarm 
divine service at the heads of their respective onrps. 

Noon had passed^ when an aide-de-camp arrived frw 
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ptinoe Eugene^ widi infbnnation that he was ready to 
b^n the attack. Marlborough chanced at the moment 
to be seated on the ground^ eating with his personal 
staff and several generals of division a hasty meal. He 
sprang with the utmost alacrity into his saddle^ and in 
a tone of voice which conveyed to all that heard him 
an asiiarance of victory^ exclaimed^ " Now^ gentlemen^ 
to your posts 1 " In five minutes from the utterance of 
that sentence the whole line was in motion^ and in less 
than half an bour the battle raged with incredible fury 
firom one end of the field to the other. 

The village of Blenheim^ threatened on three different 
sides by lord Cutts's division and the brigade of general 
Rowe^ set every effort of its daring assailants at defiance. 
Secure behind their barricades and entrenchments^ the 
garrison poured in a fire so murderous^ that no courage 
could bear up against it ; and the storming party^ after 
leaching the very palisades^ were driven back with the 
loss of almost all the superior officers and two thirds of 
the men. The French gendarmes^ seeing this> rushed 
from their station oh the rights and would have utterly 
destroyed the remnant^ had not general Lumley des. 
patched Bye squadrons to their support These charged^ 
broke^ and dispersed the gendarmes^ only to be them^^ 
salves overthrown by superior numbers. But by this 
time a brigade of Hessian infantry had formed. They 
gave their fire with steadiness^ and such terrible effect^ 
that the enemy recoiled beneath it ; and in the hurry of 
the fli^t^ left behind them a number of prisoners^ be- 
sides the colours of the corps which had led and su^ed 
so mudi in the assault. * 

While this was going on, and squadron after squadron 
direatened Blenheim on the left, Marlborough ordered 
general Churchill with his division of infantry to pass 
iherNebd at Unterglauh ; a village which, as it lay in 
front of the line of their position, the enemy had, with 
otfatrs, set on fire. The general easily possessed him« 
sdf of a stone bridge, by which he traversed the rivulet, 
and marching between two rows of still burning cottages, 
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b^an to form on the opposite bank. Simultaneous with 
this movement was the advance of the main body of the 
cavalry^ who^ casting fascines and boards into the stream^ 
rendered the bottom comparatively hard^ and struggled 
through^ though not without extreme difficulty^ exposes} 
all the while to an enfilading fire from the guns above 
Blenheim. They were as yet unformed, when die ene- 
my's horse rushed down the steep^ charged^ broke^ and 
drove them to the brink of the stream. Certain des- 
truction must have overtaken them there^ had not the 
infantry^ by this time in good order^ wheeled to the left^ 
and checked the assailants by a fire of musketry^ as dose 
as it was well directed. By this means the fugitives 
were enabled to draw together^ while a reserve of cavalry, 
passing the stream, rode furiously upon the French as 
they retired, and completed their overthrow. Repeated 
charges now took place, in which sometimes one party, 
sometimes the other, were successful ; while the artillery 
on both sides kept up a murderous fire, and the carnage 
was dreadful. 

Hitherto the sound of firing had not been heard 
beyond the distance of half a . mile from Blenheim : 
the rapid and judicious advance of the allies upen 
Oberglauh and the heights near, occasioned a fearful ex* 
tension of the tumult. Every inch of ground was, how. 
ever, disputed with inconceivable obstinacy. A corps of 
eleven battalions, led on by the prince of Holstein-Bedc^ 
banning to pass the stream above Oberglauh, was 
charged and very roughly handled by the Irish brigade. 
Its absolute dissolution, indeed, would have taken plaoe^ 
had nSt Marlborough led up a fresh division to its sup- 
port, at the same time that, by a happy movement of the 
imperial cavalry, he overthrew Marsin's horse, and tock 
his infantry in flank. But the success of this manoeuvre 
was decisive. Throughout the entire centre the rear was 
now forced ; Oberglauh and Blenheim were both, to a 
certain degree, invested, and the left wing of the allied 
army was enabled to form in perfect order, upon the 
oommunications of the enemy. 
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Prince Eugene^ all this while^ was warmly but not 
▼eiy successfully engaged with the Bavarians^ who held 
the left of the enemy's position. After sufiering severely 
from their cannon^ he caused a battery to be stormed by 
his Prussians and Danes ; who carried it in gallant style^ 
only to be driven out again^ with great slaughter^ by a 
chaurge of cavalry. To cover their retreat^ and give them 
time to rally^ Eugene led his cavalry forward^ who gained 
at first some advantage ; but falling unexpectedly within 
the range of a heavy and enfilading fire^ they in their 
turn gave way and fled. It was to no purpose that the 
prince exerted himself^ riding from rank to rank, and 
entreating the men to halt; a panic had fallen upon 
them^ and they never drew rein till they had repassed 
the Nebd, and relinquished all the ground which in the 
earlier part of the day they had gained. Fortunately, 
however, Marlborough's right was by this time so far 
advanced, as to command the village of Oberglauh, and 
to threaten the elector s left. The position of that corps 
enabling Eugene to rally at leisure, he once more led his 
people to the assault, and was once more disappointed 
and mortified to find his cavalry, in which he mainly 
trusted, give way, and quit the field. In a transport of 
rage and shame, he placed himsdf at the head of the in. 
fantry : these followed him with a gallantry and reso^ 
kition worthy of their chief; and, after a sanguinary 
stiru^e, succeeded in driving the enemy through the 
wood and across the ravine beyond Lutzingen. 

It was now five o'clock in the afternoon ; the Nebel 
was every where crossed ; and the left wing under Marl- 
borough had fbrmed anew, with the cavalry in front, and 
ihe infantry supporting. In this order they advanced^ 
saaddng Blenheim and Oberglauh ; while Tallard en- 
deavoured to oppose them, by interlacing his infantry 
and cavalry in one extended line. This disposition was 
instantly perceived, and promptly met; three battalions 
ei Hessian foot moving into the intervals between the 
squadrons ; and the whole, under cover of a heavy can* 
nonade, pressed forward. A tremendous collision en« 
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sued^ in whidi the allies recoiled at first a space of sixty 
feet; but recoyering their courage^ and admirably 
sustained by dieir reserves^ they in the end bore afi 
before them. Tallard now saw ^t the fate of the day 
was detennined. Fighting bo longer for victory^ but fat 
safety^ he rallied his broken squadrons behind the tents^ 
and despatched urgent messages both to the elector 
and to Marsin for assistance: but these officers were 
themselves too hard pressed to be Me to comply with 
his requisition. He next strove to secure the retreat of 
the corps which he had^ with an excess of caution^ shut 
up in Blenheim. He sent an aide-de-camp to the officer 
in command^ with peremptory orders to withdraw ; but 
the aide-de^-camp never reached his destination. He was 
swept away with the living torrent which now pressed 
with irresistible fury upon his chief; and Blenheim^ by 
the utter rout of the corps to its left^ became isolated. 
All was now confusion and dismay in the French army* 
Without orders^ destitute of leaders^ the men diq>er6ed 
and fled ; multitudes were cut down^ or snrr^idered to 
the cavalry; while a number scarcdy less consid^- 
able perished in the Danube^ while vainly struggling to 
pass. 

On the left^ likewise^ the rout^ though less complete^ 
was not less certain. The elector^ unable to face his 
own adversary^ and aware of the progress which Marl, 
borough was makings drew off in all haste^ after having set 
fire both to Oberglauh and Lutzingen^ spiked his guns^ 
and destroyed his ammunition. It was well for him 
tfaat^ while filing along the skirt of the wood towards 
Morselingen^ his troops were mistaken by Mmrlborough 
and his staff for those of Eugene. Hiis^ and this alone^ 
suspended a charge of cavahy^ which^ had it taken ^- 
fect^ must have utterly destroyed them ; and hence it 
came about^ that he was enabled^ under cover of the 
nighty to draw off the wreck of his fine army on the 
road to Dillingen. 

The battle was won; and there remained in the hands 
of the victors not only the baggage^ artillery^ and standards 
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of the vanquidhed^ but many thousand prisoners^ among 
whom marshal Tallard himself was included. Blenheim^ 
however^ still held out; and the coips posted there was so 
complete in every respect^ as to render the attempt to 
carry it by assaidt extremely hazardous. Under these 
circumstances^ Marlborough^ after disposing his means 
of attack^ esteemed it right to summon the commandant; 
who^ after some demur^ and an endeavour to obtain 
more advantageous terms^ surrendered at discretion. 
This was all that seemed wanting^ to render the victory 
of Blenheim one of the most complete of which any 
tradition remains in ndlitary history. Upwards of 
12^000 of the enemy had fallen on the field ; a like 
number were wounded; and if desertions and other 
casualties be estimated as they ought^ his total loss can- 
not be computed at less than 36^000 men. But it is 
not merely by the amount of the killed and missing alone 
that the consequences of a great overthrow like this 
are to be estimated. There is a moral effect in defeat 
stiU more tremendous than the physical effect^ — a loss 
of confidence and self-possession^ such as cannot by any 
means be compensated. To that^ in its fullest force^ 
the Bourbons and their adherents became subject ; whilst 
the allies, exulting in the idea of their own superiority, 
and justly proud of their leader, esteemed themselves 
capable of undertaking and carrying through any un* 
dertaking. Nevertheless, these advantages, incalculably 
important as they were, cost the lives of many brave 
men, whom Marlborough could ill spare. The prince 
of Holstein and brigadier-general Rowe were, indeed, 
^e only officers of rank slain ; but the killed amounted 
in aU to 4500, and the wounded to full 7500 men. v^ 

Darkness had fairly set in, ere the sound of firing 
ceased to be heard ; and the allies were compelled to bi« 
vouac in the open field, not far from fiochstadt. The 
blaze of their fires stretching far and wide in the hori- 
son, infused such terror into the garrison, that on the 
first summons Hochstadt opened its gates, and at early 
dawn on the following morning the troops marched 
D 2 
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through, to a position between Wittislingen and Stein- 
heim. 

In spite of his great anxiety to follow up the victory 
by a rapid pursuit, Marlborough found the army so com- 
pletely disorganised by the effects of a great battle, that 
the repose of some days became absolutely necessary. 
He made no effort to counterwork nature ; but turned 
the interval to account, by establishing an hospital for 
the wounded, and by dividing and otherwise disposing 
of the prisoners, to the chief of whom, particularly to 
Tallard himself, the most delicate attentions were paid. 
This done, the troops again took the field, and pushed 
upon Ulm ; but the elector, who had retreated thither 
with the wreck of his army, immediately withdrew, 
and on the 21st the allies were encamped at Sefelingen. 
Here, again, they halted the space of a week, duringwhich 
the margrave repaired to the camp, and here a plan 
of ulterior operations was, after a good deal of delay^ 
arranged. 

While adjusting their differences, and speculating 
upon future conquests, the allies were amused by a ne- 
gotiation into which. the elector, or rather the electress, 
of Bavaria drew them. We can scarcely suppress a 
smile, when we find the duke of Marlborough^ in his 
private correspondence, claiming credit for an excess 
of feeling on the occasion, and attributing his anxiety as 
to the ultimate issue of the convention, to the amiable 
desire of seeing a family rendered comparatively happy. 
It might be that the gallant chief was '' very sensible 
how cruel it is to be separated from what we love ;" but 
it would be drawing too much upon the credulity of 
mankind to imagine that any one could for a moment 
believe that he who demanded as the price of the lady's 
safety the surrender of Ulm and all the fortresses de- 
pendent on it, rated the private happiness either of the 
husband or the wife at an extravagant value. The fact 
seems to have been, and we are not disposed unnecessa- 
rily to condemn his policy, that Marlborough hoped, by 
#orking upon the fears of tlie elector, to obtain posses* 
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idon^ without the cost of time or bloody of these import- 
ant places. He was disappointed to a certain degree; 
for Uhn stood a siege. Yet was the end worthy of an 
effort to accomplish it ; nor should we have noticed it 
even thus far^ but for the conviction^ which the whole 
transaction forces upon us^ that in all his correspondence^ 
private as well as public, Marlborough may be suspected 
of writing not more for the instruction of individuals, 
than for the attainment of some objects affecting his own 
fortunes or personal character. 

The elector and marshal Marsin having fallen back on 
the road to Friburg, it was suggested by Marlborough 
and Eugene that the war should be carried, without 
delay, into the country beyond the Rhine, while Ulm 
should be masked by a coips withdrawn from IngoU 
stadt, under the orders of general Thungen. It was 
not without much persuasion that prince Louis could be 
brought to accede to this proposition ; for the siege of 
Ingolstadt was already far advanced, and he experienced 
considerable disinclination to raise it : nevertheless, when 
Augsburg sent in its submission, he became at last satis- 
fied that other places would follow the example, and he 
yielded with a good, grace to the wishes of his allies^ 
On the 28th of August, therefore, the whole army, with 
the exception of Thungen's division, marched in three dif- 
ferent columns through the circle of Suabia. None of these 
met with the slightest opposition, unless indeed a de- 
monstration by the enemy's cavalry on the heights above 
Philipsburg may be accounted such; and on the 8th 
of September they were all re-united in a strong position 
near Spire. 

At die urgent entreaty of the margrave it was deter- 
mined to lay siege to Landau, and to commit the ma- 
nagement of the enterprise entirely to him. For this pur- 
pose the allies moved on the 9th towards the Queich ; while 
marshal ViUeroi, who occupied a fortified camp upon its 
banks, abandoned his entrenchments, and fell back upon 
Langencandel. He broke down the bridges in his rear; 
bat their destruction occasioned but a temporary delay 
D 3 
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to the allies. A few boards thrown over the chasm en- 
abled the infantry to traverse without accident; while the 
cavalry and guns passing by the fords^ the whole pitched 
their tents on the ground abandoned by the enemy. 
Next morning the troops were again in march^ and 
Villeroi again refused a battle^ by retreating in all haste^ 
first behind the Lauter^ and eventually to the Motter. 
This was the less expected^ that the position of Langen- 
candel happens to be one of the most formidable in the 
north of Germany^ being covered with thick woods^ deep 
ravines^ and impervious marshes; nevertheless it af- 
forded ample proof that the effects of the victory at 
Blenheim were felt in others besides the routed army^ 
and it left the allies at liberty to follow up their own 
schemes^ without incurring the smallest risk of imme- 
diate interruption. On the 12th of September^ Landau 
was accordingly invested by the corps d'armee under 
prince Louis; while Marlborough and Eugene esta- 
blished themselves at Cron-Weissemburg, so as to cover 
the siege* 

While the attack of Landau went on with the list- 
lessness and languor which at that period characterised 
all the military operations of the Austrians^ Marlbo- 
rough, on whom nature had bestowed a constitution far 
from robust, ^as labouring under a severe indisposition, 
ihs consequence of fatigue and numerous privations. 
He had been attacked by fever previous to the battle 
of Blenheim, the progress of which seems to have been 
arrested by the necessity of exertion alone. But the 
excitement subsiding, it returned with such violence as 
to occasion serious uneasiness among his medical attend- 
ants. Judicious treatment, however, aided by habits 
remarkably temperate, finally overcame the disease ; and 
after a confinement of somel^ng less than a fortnight, he 
was once more in a condition to appear at the head of 
the army. But he recovered only to find that Landau^ 
of which he had long ago anticipated the reduction, still 
continued to hoLd out, and that the prospect of its sub- 
missum was almost as remote as ever. This circumstance 
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ytsB. particularly annoying^ inasmuch as it threatened 
seriously to interfere with all the plans which he had 
formed^ holJi as to the present and the ne^t campaign. 
Nevertheless^ he bore the disappointment with his usual 
temp»^ and exerted himself to compensate as far as 
possible^ by his own activity^ for the indolence or in- 
capacity of hk coadjutor. 

Weary of a state of idleness, and unwilling that the 
enemy should be allowed to recover from the panic with 
which recent reverses had affected them, Marlborou^ 
no sooner found himself capable of exertion than he 
committed the charge of the covering army to Eugene; 
and, at the head of a light corps, amounting to 12,000 
m.en, set out upon a secret expedition. It had all along 
been his wish to push his conquests this season as far as 
the banks of the Moselle, so as that the next campaign 
might open with the invasion of France itself; and, as 
he had (^(^olated on a more speedy reduction of Landau 
than actually occurred, no distrust as to the accomplish- 
ment of this object had hitherto been entertained. Now 
^e case was different. Landau still held out ; the enemy 
were drawing detachments both from the Netherlands 
and the Upper Rhine ; and there appeared every reason 
to apprehend that a large army would be assembled, to 
dispute with him the occupation of the cantonments 
which he designed to seize. Under these circumstances, 
he determined to divide the covering force ; to leave the 
larger portion under Eugene within the lines at Weissem- 
burg, while he himself should endeavour, at the head of 
a light corps, to anticipate the enemy by occupying tiie 
posts of Treves and Traerbach. Every preliminary mea- 
sure being arranged with the sagacity and foresight which 
eminentiy bdonged to hlm> Marlborough, on the morn- 
ing of the 14th of October, b^an his daring march. 
On the 26tii, he reached St. Wendal, distant about eight 
leagues from Treves, where inteUig^ice of the approach 
of 10,000 fresh troops to cover die place was commu- 
nicated to him. He had traversed a country singularly 
wild and inhospitable; and both his men and cattle 
D 4 
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were sufifering greatly from fatigae ; yet he felt that this 
was not a time to refresh them ; and he again set out 
before daybreak on the 28th. By noon on the 29^^ 
Treves was. in sight; and hefore sunset the en^ny's 
garrison had evacuated the citadel^ and the place was 
his own. Not a moment was lost in pressing 6000 pea- 
sants^ whom he employed to strengthen the old fortifi- 
cations^ and throw up new, while he himself marched 
against Traerhach, which was held hy a Frendi bat- 
talion of 600 men. It was promptly invested, reduced, 
and, like Treves, occupied by a garrison : after wbidi 
Marlborough returned, with the loss of scarcely a man, to 
the camp at Cron-Weissemburg. 

The above mentioned event, which occurred <m 
the 4th of November, was soon followed hy the sur- 
render of Landau, and a campaign closed, ihan which , 
none had hitherto been marked by successes more bril- 
liant or unexpected. The prospects of the allies, at 
its commencement, were indeed gloomy beyond de- 
scription. Defeated at all points, with his provinces 
every where open to invasion; harassed, too, by a* 
rebellion at home; and threatened in his very capi- 
tal, nothing short of absolute submission seemed capa- 
ble of retaining the emperor on his throne ; while the 
withdrawal of his name from the league must have 
inevitably led to the speedy separation of the othop 
branches of the confederacy. He was now relieved not 
only from the immediate pressure of his enemies, but 
from all dread of their return. The power of the elec 
tor of Bavaria was annihilated; his territories were over- 
run, and all his principal towns and fortresses taken ; 
while the French, on whom he relied, were driven <mt 
of Germany, and appalled by the prospect of war at 
their own doors. It was a consummation so little an- 
ticipated, that men scarcely knew whether to regard it 
as a reality or a dream ; but, to do him justice, the 
emperor was not satisfied to exhibit his gratitude to his 
. illustrious deHverer in words. Once more was the ho. 
nour of a principality pressed upon Marlborough, with 
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liie foil sanction of his own sovereign ; but being still im«> 
accompanied with the more solid honorarium of a grant 
of lands, the gift was, as it had already been, declined. 

In describing the professional difficulties which MarL 
borough was called upcm to surmount, we have drawn 
but a faint outline of the many crosses and embarrass* 
ments against which, throughout the whole of this me. 
morable campaign, he was called upon to bear up. At 
home, the violent of both parties, — ^the ultra-tories, as 
in modem phraseology they would be termed, — anid the 
ultra- whigs, equally hated him, and equally exerted their 
utmost efforts to deprive him of tiie confidence of his 
sovereign and the support of his country. By tiie 
former, indeed, his march into Grermany was represented 
as an act of daring treason, which might justiy subject 
its perpetrator to the penalties of impeachment ; nor did 
the victory of Blenheim itself suffice to silence their da- 
moui:, though it compelled them to give to that clamour 
a somewhat novel direction.. Where was the benefit of 
such a triumph ? The king of France had, doubtiess, 
lost a single battie; but, grievous as the catastrophe 
might appear in London, it would affect his power no more 
than the removal of a bucketful of water would affect 
the navigation of the Thames. Such was now the cry 
among the discontented, of whom lords Rochester and 
Nottingham were at tiie head ; and it must be confessed 
that there were in tiie ministry itself some who exhi. 
Inted but a lukewarm zeal in defenjding the reputation 
of tiieir own general 

While this order of tilings prevailed at home, and the 
duchess was continually pressing him with entreaties 
to coalesce with her friends the whigs, the state of tiie 
war in other quarters drew heavily upon tiie anxiety and 
care of Marlborough. In Portugal, nothing had been 
done to fiilfil the high hopes originally excited by that 
alliance. Schomberg, the commander of tiie British 
contingent, found, on his arrival at Lisbon, that there 
were neither horses nor accoutrements with which to 
equip an army ; and tiiat the only force enrolled consisted 
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of undisciplined peasants^ the ordinanxai or local mi. 
litia of the country. To add to his disappointment^ 
these levies were ccnnmanded by general Das Minas, an 
oflicer jealous of his own dignity^ and ignorant of the 
first principles of his art ; while Fagel, the Dutch com-> 
mander^ showed every diq>osition to sacrifice the public 
good rather than ccmtrol his own irritable and capricious 
temper. The consequence was^ that Spain^ so far from 
suffering an invasion^ sent 50^000 men under the duke 
of Berwick across the frontier^ which overran the open 
country^ reduced many fortresses^ and made themselves 
masters of Castel-Branco on the Tagus. On Marl- 
borough was imposed the arduous task of soothing the 
pride of the Portuguese^ of allaying the quarreb between 
them and their allies, and of infusing something like 
vigour into their councils. With this view he caused 
Schomberg to be recalled^ and obtained the appointment 
of lord Galway as his successor. Yet even this step^ 
though it sufficed to appease internal dissensions^ failed 
in restoring matters to a healthy condition.* The 
enemy were, indeed, compelled to evacuate Portugal^ but 
no such diversion was created on the side of Spain as 
to occasion the withdrawal of a single man from Italy 
or the Low Countries. 

Meanwhile the duke of Savoy, after witnessing the 
reduction of VerceUi and Ivrea, had fallen back with his 
little army behind the Crescentino, whence he exerted him- 
self to throw supines of provisions and men into Verrua, 
now closely invested. Faithful to his engagements, how- 
ever^ he made no attempt to avert the anger of Louis : 
he applied, on the contrary, for succour with great ear- 
nestness, both to Marlborough and Leopold ; and though 
they equally professed to take the liveliest interest in Ms 
fate, the means of averting it were left to be suggested 
or arranged by the British general alone< Nor could a 

« It was durins this wretched campaign that Gibraltar, now so justly 
▼alued, feU.b7 accident into the hands of the English, by whom it had well, 
nigh been abandoned again, as an useless encumbranc^ and a hea? y cirain 
Mpon the fleet and army. 
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more difficult office be imposed upon any man^ circum- 
stanced as Marlborough then was. The auxiliary troops 
in the pay of the maritime powers could not be drafted 
for a winter campaign in Italy^ because it was expressly 
stipulated that they should not serve out of Germany; 
it was equally impracticaUe to take a detachment from 
the army in the Netherlands ; even money £uled to elicit 
farther aid from the petty princes in Gervaxny '; whilst 
the emperor^ exhausted by the effi>rt8 which he had been 
called upon to make at home^ possessed neither troops 
nor stores disposable for distant expeditions. Under 
these circumstances^ Marlborough turned his eyes an- 
xiously^ and not without distrust^ to the king of Prussia; 
and well aware that every attempt to negotiate by letter 
would be treated with cddness, he determined^ as soon 
as the troops should be disposed in winter quarters^ to 
undertake a journey in person to Berlin. 

On the 15th -of Novanber, when the ground was co- 
vered with snow^ and a severe frost rendered travelling 
not less unpleasant than dangerous^ Marlborough began 
his journey. He reached Berlin on the £2d^ and im. 
mediately .demanded and obtained an audience; but 
though graciously received^ and treated with the utmost 
personal kindness^ he found it no easy matter to accom- 
plish the end which ^one he had in view. Prussia was 
jealous of the movements of the king of Sweden^ against 
whom Poland had api^ed for mpport ; and the appre- 
hension lest his own states might be invaded, rendered the 
king exceedingly averse to lend any portion of his army 
for a campaign in Italy. Nevertheless, by dint of urgent 
remonstrances, coupled with a pledge that England would 
guarantee Prussia against attack, Marlborough, suc- 
ceeded in bearing down the scruples of the ministers ; 
and 8000 men were wdered to march to the assistance 
of the gallant but over-matched Victor Amadeus. 

Having effected this important object, and persuaded 
the emperor to assign a residence to the electress of 
Bavaria, with a suitable revenue, in Munich, Marlbo- 
rough prepared to revisit England^ where his preseiioe 
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was urgently solicited by Godolphin and the leaders ci 
his own party. He took, however, the precaution, first 
of all, to revisit Hanover, where he remained only so 
long as seemed necessary for assuring himself of the 
good- will of the elector ; after which he hastened to the 
Hague, and on the 11th of December embarked. On 
the 14th he landed, bringing in his train marshal TaL 
lard and other prisoners of distinction, together with 
the standards, cannon, and trc^hies of various kinds 
acquired in the recent contest : and his reception, both 
by the queen and the people, was alU^ether such as his 
eminent services entitled him to expect. It is true, that 
even now the spirit of party ran high, and that Rochester, 
with his friends, would have slighted his merits, by 
coupling them in the same address which spoke in laud- 
atory terms of the services of sir George Rooke ; but 
the voice of the nation was against them. Whatever 
some men's opinions might be as to the rectitude of 
Marlborough s political conduct, his bdiaviour in the 
field demanded unqualified approbation ; — and appro- 
bation the most unqualified was bestowed upon it by all 
ranks and degrees in the community. Besides voting 
him their thanks, the houses of parliament petitioned her 
majesty that she would be pleased to bestow some suitable 
recompence upon her general; and the manors of Wood- 
stock and Wootton were in consequence granted to him 
and his heirs for ever. On the part of the city of Lon- 
don, again, a grand dvic entertainment testified the sense 
which was there entertained of his extraordinary ser- 
vices ; while processions, illuminations, public thanks- 
givings, and other shows, at once gratified the pride of 
the general, and amused the people. Finally, orders 
were issued that, a palace should be built at the public 
expense, on the estate recently assigned to Marlborough; 
and the mansion being in due time completed under the 
care of sir John Vanbrugh, it received the appellation 
which it still retains, viz. the castle of Blenheim. 

It would lead us into discussions foreign from the 
design of this memoir, were we to give any account of 
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the great political contests in which^ during the winter 
of 1704-5^ Marlborough was engaged. Let it suffice 
to state^ that while the timidity of Godolphin and the 
petulance of Harley rendered his own party weak and 
divided^ the whigs^ steadily uniting under their leaders^ 
the junta *, gained ground from day to day ; till in the 
end they forced themselves into power^ in defiance of 
the wdl-known hostility of the duke> and the strong and 
imdisguised personal antipathies of the queen. A variety 
of changes were gradually effected in the persons of those 
holding minor offices^ both at home and abroad. In the 
war department^ sir George Rooke^ bdng superseded^ was 
succeeded by sir Cloudesley Shovel^ a violent whig^ but 
a popular officer ; and sir John Leake and sir George 
Byng, steady supporters of tiie cause^ were likewise 
promoted to commands. Several whigs were^ at the same 
time^ introduced into subordinate places in the govern- 
ment, among whom may be enumerated Mr« Walpole, 
afterwards so celebrated. But tiie greatest triumph of 
all was the removal of Buckingham, to which, tiiough 
Marlborough had for some time sanctioned it, the queen 
could not till now be brought to consent ; while a promise 
was extorted from the minister that sir Nathan Wright, 
the lord-keeper, should be dismissed, and tiie great seal 
transferred to Mr. Cowper. To all tiiese arrangements 
Marlborough gave his assent, without striving to conceal 
the chagrin which accompanied it; but he long and 
steadily refused to admit lord Sunderland to any office 
<^ trust or responsibility: yet even in tiiis instance stem 
necessity at length prevailed^ Violent as Sunderland was, 
and diametrically opposed on most points to the views 
of his father.in-law, Marlborough was in the end com- 
pelled to receive him ; because to his party, and to his 
alone, could he now look for efficient support in carrying 
on the war^ in tiie issues of which he believed tiie liber- 
ties of Europe to be involved. 

The immediate effect of these concessions was to ob- 

* These were the earls Somers, Wharton, Hali&x, Orford, and Sun- 
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tain a ready grant of supplies^ and to afford the means 
of maturings with unusnal promptitude^ the preparations 
necessary for another campaign. Of that campaign the plan 
had akeady heen arranged hy Marlborough^ Bhigene^ and 
prince Louis. And on the Slst March the former set sa^ 
from Harwich, for the purpose of carrying it into execution. 
His voyage was tedious, and in some degree hazardous; 
for the wind blew sharply against him, and he suffered 
so severely from sea-sickness as to be unfit for a day or 
two after landing to attend to business. Yet were these but 
the commencement of a series of crosses and disappoint- 
ments which had well-nigh overcome even his patience. 
It had been agreed that 90,000 men should assemble 
between the Moselle and the Saar on the first approadi 
of spring ; that, establishing their magazines at Treves 
and Traerbach, this mighty force should penetrate by a 
double route into Lorrain, the sovereign of whidi dnchy 
was, according to Marlborough's favourite expression, 
" heart and soul with the allies ; " that one column should 
march under the English general along the course of the 
Moselle^ the other under the mai^ave of Baden by 
way of the Saar ; and that Saar-Louis should be invested 
ere the French had time to take the field. All this was 
very admirable in theory; yet Marlborou^ was again 
doomed to fed, that, though liberal of their professions 
and promises, his allies were not more exact than they 
had formerly been in fulfilling them. After combating 
with extraordinary temper, and finally overccmiing, the 
constitutional timidity of tiie Dutch, he hurried frarward 
by way of Maestricht, to the cantonments of his own 
army, where he found matters in a condition as cheer- 
less as it is possible to conceive. 

Though tiie first days of May were passed when he 
reached the lines, Marlborough had the mortification to 
discover that not only had no preparations been made for 
active operations, but that the most common measures 
of precaution and defence were neglected. Instead of 
90,000 men, something less than 30,000 were alone' 
disposable ; and even for these, horses, cars, and other 
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munitions of war wa'e shamefiiny wanting. Treves and 
Traerbach, so far from being stored with necessaries^ lay 
in a state next to unprovided; and the desertion to die 
enemy of the <^icer on wh(»n the care of supplying them 
had been imposed, left no room to doubt as to the 
cause. Nor was tliis all. The margrave, whose duty 
it was to remedy these evils by personal exertions, exhi- 
bited a strong disposition to itiwait the man whom he 
chose to r^;ard more as a rival than a coadjutor. There 
were no Austrian troops in readiness. The petty Ger- 
man |»inces were indifierent to further success, and the 
margrave himself became indisposed and unable to meet' 
the British general in a conference. It is evident, from 
the tone of Marlborough's correspondence at this junc- 
ture, that his enthusiasm, great as it was, had well-nigh 
given way. Yet he mastered his t^nper ; and seeing 
that the gigantic means of which he had been assured 
were not forthcoming, he made ready to turn to the 
best possible account die resources within his reach. 

It so happened that. at this crisis the emperor Leopold 
sickened and died ; and Joseph, the gallant and high- 
spirited king of die Romans, mounting the throne, hopes 
were entertained that a new and better system of acting 
would be adopted. Under this impression, Marlborough 
lost no time in acquainting the new sovereign of his situ- 
ation ; and within a brief space peremptory orders were 
issued that all the princes sul)ject to the Austrian crown 
should give their ready assistance in forwarding the 
views of the English general But though the con- 
ference which he had so long solicited in vain was at 
last granted by the margrave, — though fresh promises 
were made, and fresh protestations offbred, Marlborough 
soon saw that the accomplishment of the former, as it 
depended entirely on the sincerity of the latter, was 
as remote as ever. In a word, he was deceived and dis- 
appmnted on all hands. The mighty projects which 
he had contemplated, requiring resources both of men 
and material which he found himself unable to com* 
xnand, were of necessity abandoned, and he prepared to 
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enter upon the campaign with a painfbl consdotisiiess 
that its results would disappoint his friends and gratify 
his enemies. 

In the meanwhile^ the French monarchy instead of 
yielding to the blow which had overtaken him at Blen. 
faeim^ exerted all his energies to remedy that disaster. 
During the close of the preceding year no measures either 
of conciliation or vigour had been neglected^ to restore order 
in the Cevennes^ and to suppress commotions which at 
once threatened to spread into the heart of the kingdom^ 
and afforded a favourable opening to the aggression of 
its foreign enemies. The agent employed on this occa- 
sion was marshal Villars^ whose proceedings were at 
once so prompt and so judicious, that all communication 
between the insurgents and the English ceased ; and the 
leaders of the former, being left to themselves, were fain 
to accept pardon, or to seek an asylum in foreign coun- 
tries. A prodigious advantage was thus gained by 
Louis, whom it left free to redouble his efibrts against 
the allies, and to send armies into the field more nu- 
merous and better appointed than had yet been brought 
into play in any quarter of the theatre of war. In the 
Low Countries, the elector of Bavaria, assisted by Ville- 
roi, took the field at the head of 75,000 men, with 
whom he stood ready to act on the ofl^sive so soon as 
Marlborough should approach the Moselle. The whole 
country in his rear, moreover, was intersected, in case of 
a reverse, with lines and entrenchments ; while marshal 
Marsin, covering the Upper Rhine with 30,000 men, 
had it in his power to carry assistance wherever it 
should be most needed. Nor was the French monarch 
an inattentive observer of the preparatbns which had 
been so imperfectly carried on by the formation of ma- 
gazines at Treves. Justly calculating that from this 
quarter the allies would inake their chief efibrt, he in- 
structed Villars, as soon as the Cevennes should be 
tranquillised, to move thither ; and the delay to 
which Marlborough was exposed coming to the aid of 
this arrangement^ it was effected without difficulty or 
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danger. Long before the English were in a condition to 
break up from winter-quarters^ Villars had arriyed at 
the scene of action^ and after skirmishing with the corps 
cantoned near Treves^ collected his army in a strong po- 
sition admirably adapted for covering the broken country 
between the Moselle and the Saar. 

While these things were going on^ Marlborough^ after 
▼isiting the Dutch general Overkirk at Maestricht^ and 
inspecting the fortified camp of Stolhoffen^ gave orders 
that his own troops should concentrate upon Treves ; a 
post which was reached by the most remote of his detach- 
ments on the 1st of June. On the 3d, the English and 
Dutch crossed the Moselle at Igel^ and forming a junc 
tion with the allies^ the whole passed the Saar in two 
oolunms at Consaarbruch. There was an exceedingly 
difficult country in their fronts the defiles of Tavemen 
and Onsdorfy defensible by a resolute band against any 
anperiority of numbers ; yet Marlborough^ putting him- 
self at the head of tbe right column^ pushed forward 
with 80 much rapidity^ that he traversed it ere the enemy 
could determine on ^e proper mode of resisting the 
attempt. No halt was made on the open ground into 
which the column now debouched. They pressed for. 
ward> in spite of an equipment disgracefully deficient, 
with a steadiness and decision wbid^ struck terror into 
the nund of Villars ; and the consequence was^ that, with- 
out firing a shot, they made themselves masters of one 
of the strongest positions in this part of Germany. Still, 
the great object which Marlborough had hoped to attain 
was placed absolutely beyond his reach. Though rein. 
forced here by 4000 horse under the duke of Wirtem- 
bergy > as well as by 7000 palatines in British pay, his 
numbers fell so far short of those of the enemy as to 
render the issue of a battle, even on favourable ground, 
exceedingly doubtful; whil^ Villars, as if conscious that a 
-mere numerical superiority was useless, dedined a battle 
altogether, except on groimd of his own choosing. The 
latter accordingly retired upon a range of wooded heights 
which extend from Haute Sirk on the right to Chartreuse 

VOL. u. ■ 
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Mnd the Nivelle on the left^ where with each flank 
Becured^ and his front covered hy impassahle ravines^ he 
communicated at once with Luxembourg^ Thion^dlle, 
and Saar-Louis. 

For nine days the hostile armies faced each other; 
Marlborough still clinging to the hope that the mar- 
grave would arrive with his corps, and determined in 
that case, provided a supply of horses and heavy cannon 
should come in, to make a dash for the passage of the 
Nied. Nearly a week elapsed, however, ere any certain 
tidings of his coadjutor reached him ; and when they 
did, they tended only to excite hopes which were never 
destined to receive tlieir accomplishment. One hour 
a courier made his appearance with intelligence that 
prince Louis would reach Birkenfield on the 13th; an 
officer was scarcely despatched to meet him, ere fresh 
despatches communicated the fact that the mai^ave 
was about to quit the army altogether, his health re- 
quiring that he should drink the waters at Schlangenbad. 
In like manner the neighbbUnng princes, instead of 
horses and other means of transport, sent excuses more 
or less valid, though they one and all took care to secure 
such terms for themselves as even to their own unscru- 
pulous eyes appeared sufficiently advantageous. Thuft 
was Marlborough baffled in all his projects by the very 
men whose interest as weU as duty it was to fbrward 
them; whilst opportunities were permitted to pass un;- 
improved, on the return of which the most sanguine 
could scarcely venture to calculate. 

Marlborough was in this state of bodily inactivity 
and mental disquiet, when a messenger fmm general 
Overldrk arrived with advices which produced on his 
part an immediate change of plan. It has been already 
stated that the elector of Bavaria and marshal Villeroi, 
at the head of 75,000 men, threatened the Low Couit. 
tries. To oppose, or rather to watch, their mov^ 
ments, general Overldrk occupied an entrenched camp 
near Maestricht, with an army, both from physical and 
moral inferiority, quite incapable <^ attempting mj 
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enterprise of moment. The enemy^ aware of his weak- 
ness^ advanced boldly upon the Meuse; attacked and 
carried by assault the fortress of Huy; and^ marching 
upon Liege^ made themselyes masters of the town^ and 
laid close siege to the citadel. The utmost alarm was 
excited by these operations^ not only in the lines before 
Maestricht^ but through the whole of the states. Nothing 
short of an invasion^ to be followed by an absolute con- 
quest of ^e northern provinces^ was anticipated; and it 
was more than hinted that Holland^ in order to avert an 
immediate danger^ mighty without disgrace^ negotiate a 
separate peace. It was under the influence of this uni. 
Tersal panic that general Overkirk sent to inform Marl, 
borou^ of the predicament in which he stood ; while 
Marlborough^ aware that there is no reasoning against 
terror when fairly excited^ determined to sacrifice his 
own opinions to itie necessities of the moment. With- 
out communicatmg to any one the nature of his inten- 
tions^ he issued orders that the troops should be under 
arms a little before midnight on the 17lh ; and a strong 
corps of cavalry being appointed to watdi the enemy^ 
the whole b^;an a silent but rapid march towards the 
rear. 

A journey of eighteen miles carried them to Con. 
«aarbruch^ where they halted for a day^ in order that 
the designs of the general in chief might be fully exr 
plained to his subordinates. Here general d'Aubach^ 
the commander of the Palatine contingent, was put at 
the head of eleven battalions, and as many squadrons, 
with positive instructions to defend to the last extre- 
mity the magazines at Treves and Saarbruck ; whUe the 
rest of the army^ under the immediate guidance of 
Marlborough, continued its march in the direction of 
Maestricht 

Once, and once only, was the progress of the troops 
ddayed by a report that Villars had detached largely to 
die support of the army before Liege. It is not possible 
ta determine what were the general's precise intentions 
in ordering this halt; whether he desired merely to 
E 2 
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alarm the enemy into a recall of the detachment, or 
intended^ in case the detachment should pursue its route, 
to double back upon Villars, and attack him ; but how- 
ever this may be, its consequence was an immediate 
-dr^er that the troops sent out from the position at 
Haute Sirk should return. Marlborough soon di&. 
covered this; and he lost not a moment in using his 
information aright. He resumed his march in three 
separate c6lumns, the better to secure celerity of mov^ 
ment, and the whole re-united on the 25th not far 
from Duten. Here the acceptable intelligence reached 
him, that the enemy, alarmed by his sudden approach, 
had raised the siege of the citadel, evacuated Liege 
itself, and returned towards Tongres. He instantly 
quitted his own army, and hurried forward toMaestrichi, 
where he concerted with Overkirk an offensive move- 
ment, while yet the Gallo-Bavarians should be encum^ 
bered in their retreat. 

The march of the allies was so well calculated, that 
though they followed routes far apart, they came into ' 
communication, as had previously been arranged, at 
Haneff; but Villeroi and the elector made no pause to 
receive them. Though superior in point of numbers, they 
held this name of Marlborough in too much respect to 
hazard a battle, except under circumstances which would 
absolutely ensure success ; and they withdrew as he ap- 
proached, without venturing to show a front,, till they 
foimd shelter within their lines. Marlborough was not 
slow in forming his ^n of operations. Posting the main 
body of the army so as to keep the enemy in check, he 
sat down with a select division before Huy ; and such 
was the vigour with which his approaches were pushed, 
that on the 11th of July the place opened its gates. 

The satisfaction which he would have derived firom 
this success was more than overborne by the reported 
misconduct of general d' Aubach, to whoin the iipportant 
charge of covering the magazines on the Nivelle had, as we 
have related, been entrusted. That officer, instead <^ 
maintaining himself to the last extremity, was no sooner 
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threatened by a weak French detachment^ than he aban- 
doned all hope^ and fled^ burning and destroying the 
stores which it had cost so much labour to collect. It 
was scarcely possible to account for this proceeding on 
any other grounds than those of treason ; yet^ though 
mortified beyond measure^ as his correspondence proves^ 
Marlborough would not even now give up all for lost. 
It is true that the scheme on which he had founded so 
many hopes must of necessity be relinquished. A hard 
task he had found it to bring matters even into an imper- 
fect form ; and the idea of again accomplishing such an 
&idy now that the very nucleus round which to gather 
was swept away^ could not for a moment be entertained ; 
neverthdess^ -wUh the energy and decision which belong 
only to minds of the loftiest order^ he resolved to shift 
bis ground^ and to strike a blow where least of all it 
would be expected. In fact^ he meditated^ seeing that 
other chances had failed^ an attack upon the enemy's 
Woi^s ; so realising^ if possible^ the vision which had 
crossed his mind in former times^ and under circum. 
latances widely different. 

The position at this time occupied by the combined 
armies of the elector and marshal Villeroi was so well 
covered both by natural and artificial defences^ as to be 
regarded by the most experienced generals of the day as 
impr^nabk. Resting its right upon March^ aux 
Dames on the Meuse^ it passed by Gerbise to Wasseige on 
the Mehaigne^ from whence it stretched along the left 
bank of the Little Gheet^ by Mierdorp and Heilisheim 
to Leuwe. From Leuwe^ again^ it extended^ almost in a 
straight line^ to Haelem, a village situated at the conflux 
c£ the Gheet and the Demer^ where^ bending backwards 
in an obtuse angle^ it followed the course of the latter 
river to Diest^ Sichem^ and Aerschot. Here the Demer 
was crossed by a bridge^ between which and the fortified 
tawn of Lierre a chain of works extended ; whilst a 
continuation of the chain carried on the defences to their 
support on the extreme left^ the strong and important 
dty of Antwerp. Thus^ wherever a marsh or stream 
E 3 
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intervened^ the engineers had ably taken advantage of 
it^ by carrying the outline as far as possible along its 
edge ; virhile here and there^ f ort8> redoubts^ and other 
places of arms were constructed^ upon which the de- 
fenders mighty if hard pressed at any point, fall back. It 
must be confessed, that such a barrier, garrisoned by not 
less than 70,000 men, was not to be contemplated by an 
assailant without respect; yet the position exhibited 
one great and striking error, which the eagle eye of 
Marlborough failed not to detect. It was too extensive 
to be manned at all points even by an army of 70,000 
men ; and hence it lay open to tbe assault of any one 
who possessed sufficient genius to deceive, and sufficient 
promptitude to avail himself of his own combinations. 

Having carefully reconnoitred the position, Marlbo- 
rough determined to hazard an attack, where, from the 
niunerous obstacles to be surmounted, botli natural and 
artificial, it was fair to calculate that danger would be 
least apprehended. Between the posts of Leuwe and 
Heilisheim ran the Little Gheet, a dull and sluggish 
stream, whose steep banks were hedged in on both sides 
with swamps and morasses. Covered by these natural 
entrenchments stood a breastwork, which, in addition to 
a deep ditch, was strengthened by batteries and re- 
doubts ; while in rear of all were certain rising grounds^ 
upon which, independently of all other defences, a re- 
solute stand might be made. It was of this formidable 
point that the British general made choice as a fitting 
theatre for his projected exploit; and to the accom- 
plishment of a design at once so hazardous and so im- 
portant aU the resources of his active mind were bent. 

As a step preUminary to aU others, it behoved him to 
obtain from the authorities at the Hague, permission to 
act, to a certain extent, independently of the advice of 
the Dutch generals. This, too, he must bring about, 
preserving all the while a prudent silence touching the 
nature of the movement about to be made; and not ever^ 
perhaps, throughout the whole series of operations, was 
t task imposed on him more arduous or more delicate : 
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B^ertheless he accomplished it^ ahnost as much to his 
own surprise^ as to the subsequent indignation of his 
coadjutors ; after which he opened out his pkns^ in strict 
confidence^ to Overkirk alone. No entreaties could^ how- 
ever, prevail upon that officer to take any decisive step 
except with the approbation of a councU of war. A 
council was accordingly called, at the manifest risk of 
having the whole plan either controverted or betrayed ; 
IB which the two generals contrived matters so well, that 
though they still kept their subordinates in the dark, 
touching the main object of their meeting, they obtained 
from them an assurance of support in any undertaking. 
To give occupation to the minds of his own troops 
during the discussion of these points, Marlborough caused 
rumours to be circulated that a march to the Moselle or 
the Rhine was in contemplation ; and the story obtained 
the more ready acceptance, that the corps lately employed 
in the siege of Huy was not moved to the front. On 
the 17th of July, Overkirk passed the Mehaigne with 
his corps, and advanced upon Bourdinej while Marl- 
borough, pushing on detachments to the very edge of 
the ditch between Meffle and Namur, moved, as if for 
the purpose of supporting him. Villeroi became jealous 
of his extreme right. He drew thither, from other 
points, a corps of 4000 men, in expectation of an imme- 
diate assault; and by weakening his centre, brought 
about the very end which his opponent had designed to 
effect Marlborough was not slow in taking advantage 
of the opening thus afforded. The corps hitherto sta. 
tioned on the Meuse, being promptly marched from its 
cantonments, was formed into an advanced guard under 
able leaders ; while MarllxM'ough himself, at the head of 
his own English and German army, made ready to sup- 
port it. The same night, without any previous notice 
given, the whole bc^an their march ; each trooper being 
directed to carry a truss of hay on the croup of his 
saddle, and all' continuing profoundly ignorant as to the 
nature of the service on which they were about to be 
employed. 

B 4t 
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Eigjit o'clock had barely passed^ when the advance 
began to move ; at nine^ Marlborouigh with the main 
body followed ; while Overkirk^ repassing the Mehaigne 
by a pontoon bridge^ fell in^ as he had been appointed 
to doj in the line of march. There was neither fasdns 
nor gabion with any of these columns. The very act 
of preparing such implements mighty as Marlborough 
Well knew, have excited suspicions of the project in con- 
templation. It was to the trusses of hay alone, borne by 
the cavalry, that the general looked for the means of 
crossing the enemy's ditch ; nor was he deceived either 
in the applicability of these instruments, or in the valour 
and resolution of his men. With as little of confusion 
as usually accompanies a night march, the troops per- 
formed their journey ; and at four in the morning found 
themselves in presence of the enemy. There was a 
dense fog in the air, which contributed something to the 
advantage of the assailants. Under cover of this they 
traversed the morass, cleared the villages of Neer- Win- 
den and Neer-Hespen, took possession* of the bridge of 
EUxheim, and carried the castle of Wange. Then rush- 
ing forward in three columns, they passed the Little 
Gheet ; and ere the enemy were made fiilly aware that 
danger threatened, the ditch was crossed, and the line of 
entrenchments penetrated. 

So far, things had succeeded beyond Marlborough's 
most sanguine expectations ; but the alarm now spread, 
and while the rear of the assailants were yet strug. 
gling through the obstacles opposed to them, a strong 
corps was observed to form on the high grounds above 
Oostmal. A heavy cannonade soon opened upon the 
Germans and English, by which some loss was sus- 
tained ; while a general movement on the part of the 
enemy indicated a design of following up the impression 
thus*made, by a moire decisive attacL Marlborough put 
himself instantly at the head of the few squadrons of 
horse which had made good their passage. With these 
he charged^ broke, and drove back the advancing line ; 
and, though himsdf more than coice repulsed^ b^ con- 
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trived to maintain the contest till a sufficient force was 
enabled to form for his support. By and by the Dutch 
came up^ when the whole pressed forward in overwhelnu 
ing numbers ; and the enemy^ after a random fire^ re- 
treated in confusion^ leaving ^e whole of this section of 
their lines in the hands of the allies. 

While these things were in progress^ Villeroi and the 
elector^ on whom the retrogression of Overldrk had not 
been lost^ suffered an excess of anxiety and alarm. Ig. 
norant where the storm would bursty though well awai* 
that it was about to burst somewhere^ t^ey remained 
Chat night under arms^ and arrived next morning at ths 
«oene of action only in time to perceive that they wew 
too late to retrieve the evil consequences of their own 
negligence. The immense chain of fortifications/ which 
had cost so much labour and expense to throw up^ was 
no longer tenable ; they therefore drew off their troops^ 
passed the Dyle in all haste^ broke down the bridges in 
their rear^ and took up a new position under shelter of 
the river. 

It formed part of the stupendous plan as arranged by 
Marlborough to prevent the execution of this retrograde 
movement He intended to make no pause after pene- 
trating the lines till he should gain the strong position 
of Pare, where, throwing himself between Villeroi and 
the Dyle, he might separate one of the enemy's wings 
from the other ; but ihe Dutch generals, less gratifial 
with the result of the day's operations than offended that 
their sanction had not been previously sought, refused to 
march when ordered. They asserted that the men, 
worn out by the exertions of the last twenty-four hours, 
were incapable of any thing further ; and they pitched 
fheir tents, in defiance of the entreaties and expostulations 
both of Marlborough and Overldrk. Not all the enco- 
miums which poTired in upon him upon from every 
quarter whither intelligence of his victory extended, 
served to reconcile the duke to this measure. He conu 
plained of it at the moment, as threatening to frustrate 
the entire olgect of his devices ; and the result provedi 
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thaty in the estimate wbidi he then formed of its tend^ 
ency^ he was not actuated hy the workings of excessive 
chagrin* 

The fkte of empires has not unfrequently depended 
upon the judidous or injudicious use of a single da3iE. 
Cki the present occasion^ the loss of four and twenty 
hours may he truly said to have cost Marlborough a 
second victory; for though he reached Pare on the 
evening of the 20th^ the enemy were already behind 
the Dyle; and the immediate commencement of a 
course of wet and stormy weather rendered them secuve 
from all immediate molestation*. Villeroi failed not to 
take advantage of this interval^ as well by fortify- 
ing the weakest points in his new line^ as by striving 
to free his troops from the depression which had seized 
them ; and the stubbornness of the Dutch generals^ if no 
worse principle may be laid to their charge^ effectually 
seconded all his efforts. When the rains at length sub^ 
sided^ and Marlborough proposed to force the passage of 
the lines^ these gentlemen stoutly objected to the measure. 
Being overborne by the arguments of their nominal 
diief^ they at last consented^ provided no risk should be 
run in the attempt ; they even went so far as to move 
their troops in die direction of the points where the 
passage was proposed to be made ; but when the day 
of action arrived^ they positively refused to engage. Ac- 
cording to the arrangements previously laid down^ the 
duke of Wirtemberg was to construct a bridge at Cor. 
beck^ while general Heukelom^ traversing the river al 
Neer-Ische^ should carry the village by assault; and they 
were both to be supported by the Dutch and English^ as 
these could be respectively brought to bear. Marlborough 
has left it upon record^ not only that the Dutch failed 
to execute their part of the agreement^ but that they be- 
trayed the whole plan to the enemy. Be this, however, 
as it may^ we know from the best authority ihat all the 
manceuvres of the English general failed to draw the 
attention of Villeroi from his left. On the morning of the 
attack, likewise, though at first all went on as could be 
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desired ; though the duke of Wirtemberg, throwing a 
bridge over the stream at Corbeck^ established him- 
self^ with 500 grenadiers^ on the opposite bank; 
though general Heukelom was in possession of Neer- 
• Ische with an entire brigade^ and his artillery^ superior 
to that of the enemy^ kept their columns at bay^ the 
Dutch determined that neither attack should be sup. 
ported. It was to no purpose that Marlborough^ whose 
troops lay farthest from the scene of action^ hurried 
forward to ascertain the causes of delay. He was held 
in earnest conversation by Slangenberg^ the most inve- 
terate of his personal enemies ; while the rest sent in- 
structions to the officers in command of the detached 
corps that they should fall back. These orders^ how. 
ever unlooked-for and distasteful^ were obeyed ; and the 
allied forces returned to their camp^ having sustained the 
disgrace of a repulse^ with the loss of scarcely 100 men 
in killed and wounded. 

The mortification produced by such an unlooked-for 
iasoe to plans arranged with so much care^ can scarcely 
be said to have received any increase from the malignity 
with which the blame of failure was cast upon the com- 
mander-in-chief. Taught by nature to hold his passions 
under control, Marlboi^ough paid to these calumnies very 
little heed. Nay, he permitted them to run their course, 
rather than incur the hazard, by any public contradiction^ 
of wounding the feelings of the states, or thoroughly alien- 
ating those of their generals. But the annoyances to which 
he was in the sequel made subject, proved too heavy for 
endurance. After consenting to hazard a second attempt 
at the points lately attempted, the Dutch again violated 
their stipulations, and proposed in their turn that the 
enemy's left should be assailed, a section by far the most 
defensible in their line. Marlborough, though he could 
not refuse to take this proposal into consideration, fore- 
saw that it woiild lead to nothing. He accordingly 
determined upon a total change of system, and he des- 
patched his trustworthy a43utant-general, baron Hom- 
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pescfa^ to the assembly at the Hague^ for the purpose of 
obtaining the sanction of the states in its adoption. 

To do them justice^ the states-general seem not to 
have been ignorant of the motives by which their own 
officers were guided throughout the late operations. They 
received^ therefore^ in good part^ the complaints of 
Hompesch^ but all his arguments failed to extract from 
them an order which should empower Marlborough to act 
for the future independently of the approval of the field- 
deputies. The latter gentlemen were indeed instructed 
never^ except in the most urgent cases^ to summon a 
coundl of war ; yet were they fully authorised to check 
any movement^ no matter how critical or important^ till 
they should themselves be convinced of its expediency. 
Now^ as Marlborough justly stated in his private cor- 
respondence^ no benefit was secured to him by these 
instructions. The field-deputies^ being civilians^ and igno- 
rant of the business of a campaign^ could form no judg- 
ment^ even in the most trivial case^ except by consulting 
such as possessed more information than themselves : 
and as they would naturally turn for advice to their own 
countrymen alone^ all real power would still remain in the 
hands which had hitherto so unworthily used it. Still, 
Marlborough was not of a temper to give way under any 
difficulties. In the sanguine hope that he might again 
*' cheat them into victory/' he gave orders that the tents 
diould be struck; and on the 14th of August b^;an his 
march^ in three colunms^ towards the sources of the 
Dyle. 

The object of this movement was to turn the flank of 
that position^ his effi^rts to carry which, by an attack in 
front, had hitherto failed. It led him away, indeed, 
from all his depots and magazines ; but as he had taken 
care to provide bread enough for six days' consumption, 
he anticipated from that circumstance no evil. Nor had 
he miscalculated the time required for the full aceom* 
plishment of his object; for the l6th found the whole 
anny united at Genappe, and on the 17th head-quarters 
were established at Fischermont in the vicinity of tho 
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forest of Soignies. Meanwhile the enemy^ who remained 
not long in ignorance of Marlborough's designs^ made 
haste to change their order. They established them- 
selves behind die Ische^ so as that their front should be 
protected by the stream; threw their left towards the 
Dyle^ and leaned their right and rear for support upon 
the forest : thus hoping to cover Brussels^ for the s^ety 
a£ which they were jealous; at the same time that tbey 
: lo6t not their own hold upon the Dyle. 

After a trifling skirmish at Waterloo^ since so famous 
in military story^ and some delay in bringing up the am 
tlllery^ occasioned by the perverseness of Slai^enberg, 
the allies began to penetrate the forest ; which^ not less 
to their surprise than satisfaction^ they found every 
where pervious to infantry^ with here and there a good 
load for the transport of guns and carriages. At an 
early hour in the evening of the 18th^ two columns de- 
bouched into the plain between the Ische and the Lane ; 
a thirds under general Churchill^ defiled to the left^ and 
following a causeway that led towards the convent of 
Groenendale, found a division of the enemy entrenched 
beliind an abatis^ and halted for further orders. In the' 
mean time Marlborough^ accompanied by his principal 
staff officers^ closely examined the enemy's dispositionsL 
He saw thtit the ground in front of Over.Ische afforded 
peculiar advantages to an assailing force^ and that Hol^ 
berg, though the main key of the position^ was bul 
denderly provided with troops. His arrangements weie 
made in a moment. As fast as the infantry came up, 
tiiey were formed in columns of attack^ one threatening 
tbe former^ another the latter of these points; while the 
cavalry^ partly to draw attention elsewhere^ partly for 
die purpose of seizing such opportunities as might ofEisr, 
was moved en masse towards Neer-Ische. But^ at the 
moment when all things were ready^ when the guns^ an 
long delayed^ had arrived^ and the troops waited only 
for the signal^ the Dutch deputies^ according to tbehr 
osiial- custom^ interfered. It was to no purpose th«t 
•Marlborough assured them of victory^ explaining that 
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the whole of the enemy's allignment had heen examined ; 
they could not consent to risk a great action till after 
their own generals had heen consulted. The conse- 
quences may he anticipated. After wasting many hours 
in fruitless dehate, after refusing to he guided hy the 
opinion even of Overkirk^ and ahsolutely scouting that 
d Marlborough, certain individuals were despatched 
from their own hody to reconnoitre, who delayed to send 
in any report till darkness had closed around them. Upon 
this the troops, who had remained all day under arms, 
were ordered to encamp ; and the principal officers, in 
no very agreeable mood, returned to their respective 
quarters. 

It had been asserted during this memorable confer- 
ence, by those envious of the duke's renown, that the 
points of attack selected by the British general were ah- 
■olutely impregnable : the officers employed in making 
thereconnoissance just alluded to, adopted a similar opi. 
nion. Their report being handed to Marlborough, he 
exclaimed in bitterness of heart, ^^ I am, at this moment, 
ten years older than I was four days ago." Nor were 
the determinations of the morrow different; for even 
Overldrk seems at last to have surrendered his own judg- 
ment to that of his intemperate rival, Slangenberg. 
Nothing therefore remained, except to abandon at onoe 
a project which had received all but its accomplishment, 
and to withdraw the troops from a country whei^e the 
means of subsistence were .wanting. On the 19th, this 
disastrous step was taken ; on the 24th, the allied armies 
were in cantonments between Lower Wavre and Corbais; 
und the end of the month saw them stationed in their 
old quarters between Bossut and Meldert. 

If we except the capture of Leuwe, and the demo- 
lition of that portion of the lines in its vicinity, nothing 
farther was effected this season by the allies. MarU 
borough, worn out in body and irritated in mind, ex- 
perienced, indeed, few inducements to embark on firesh 
ei^terprises ; but he felt that the moment had arrived 
when the interests of the common cause, not less than 
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the respect due to his own reputation, demanded from 
him a novel style of communication with the govern* 
ments under which he acted. Quitting the army^ there, 
fore, and retiring to Tirlemont, the mineral waters of 
which had heen recommended to him, he wrote, both to 
London and the Hague, in strong terms ; and his com. 
plaints were not slow in making a deep impression upon 
those to whom they were addressed. On the part of 
the British cabinet it was resolved, that a formal remcm- 
strance should be laid before the states-general, and a 
better method of action peremptorily insisted upon ; in. 
deed, the nobleman selected to carry the remonstranoe 
to the Hague was named, and the day of his departure 
fixed. But the more sober judgment of Marlborough 
•aw that, however well intentioned, such a measure could 
lead to no good ; he entreated the queen to suspend the 
executidn of her design till the e£fect of his own state, 
ments should appear : and the result proved that he 
acted, on the present occasion, with his usual foresight 
and temper. The states-general could not deny that 
some of their officers had treated Marlborcmgh with 
shameful disrespect t Slangenbei^, as the most trouble, 
some, was immediately removed from his command ; nor 
could all the interest which he possessed procure for him 
again employment in the public service. 

Towards the end of October the campiugn came for. 
mally to a dose, by the establishment of die troops in 
winter quarters ; but a measure which brought rest to 
odiers, brought no relaxation, either of body or mind, 
to Marlborough. Throughout the entire summer, and 
amid all his own vexations, the state of things in other 
quarters had afforded to him constant anxiety; for, 
in spite of a few successes in Portugal and Spain, the 
issues of the contest were far from advantageous to the 
allies. In Italy, for example, the French arms proved 
eminently victorious ; the emperor, complaining of po. 
▼erty, and the neglect of his friends, professed himself 
incapable of further exertion ; while the king of Prussia 
spoke of recalling his contingent, on the ground that the 
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ntbddies promised by the maritime powers were with* 
held. Meanwhile^ the court of France opened a secret 
n^tiation with ^e states-general^ for the purpose of 
drawing Holland into the conclusion of a separate peace; 
and at home^ the struggle between the whigs and torieB 
continued with unabated yiolence. There was not one 
of these various matters which failed to be brought, in 
an especial manner^ \md& the cognisance of Marlfaiv. 
rough. Eugene wrote to him in a style more reproach- 
ful than he had ever previously used ; count WratislaWy 
the emperor's prime minister^ made use of terms still 
more warm ; and even the Idng of Prussia adopted a 
language which left but small room to question his de- 
gire of freeing himself from the trammels of the league^ 
In like manner, the war party at the Hague appealed to 
him, as alone capable of preserving their country from 
the disgrace which threatened to overtake it; while 
Harley, Godolphin, St John, and the duchess plied him 
with constant reports as to the progress which his own 
or their enemies were making in public favour. Of 
these last complaints he took as little notice as tb^ 
circumstances of the times would allow : he threw his 
influence, indeed, into the scale of the party which 
seemed best disposed to support the line of policy which 
he had himself chosen ; and while he overcame his own 
prejudices against some of the individuals composing it, 
he laboured to remove those of his royal mistress. But 
of the libels which were ceaselessly poured forth againii 
himself he seldom deigned to take notice, trusting to 
his own acts as the best vindication of the motives from 
which they sprung. One prosecution, and only one, 
Was conducted in his name to a successful issue. A 
Mr. Stephens^ a clergyman of the established church, 
was convicted of a gross libel, and, besides paying a fine, 
condemned to the pillory ; but, by the duke's desire, he 
was, on acknowledging his error, excused £rom tl^ 
most degrading part of his punishment ^^ I am very 
..glad/' says Marlborough on this occasion, when writing 
jtt> the duchess^ ^^ you have prevailed with the aueen for 
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pardoning Stephens ; I should have been very uneasy if 
the law had not found him guilty, but much more uneasy 
if he had suffered the punidbment on my account." 

With affidrs in this state^ it was strongly urged upon 
Marlborough^ that nothing short of his personal inter- 
ference at the seyeral courts^ could by any possibility keep 
the alliance together. The emperor wrote repeatedly to 
this effect: Eugene pressed the same truth upon his atten- 
tion; and even Godolphin^ though anxious on many 
accounts for his return to London^ saw the matter in a 
similar light Marlborough himself, moreover^ could 
not but perceive that affairs were fast approaching to a 
crisis ; and neither ignorant of his own powers of per- 
suasion^ nor disposed with false modesty to under-rate 
them^ he determined to follow the course which circum- 
stances poined out. The troops were no sooner dis. 
posed, if not in quarters^ at all events in a safe position, 
than, armed with full powers from the governments both 
of England and HoUand^ he made ready for his journey. 
He had previously visited the Hague during the month 
of September^ where his presence alone sufficed to defeat 
the intrigues of the French emissaries ; and now, on the 
22d of October, he gave up the command to Overkirk, 
and took the road to Vienna. 

Passing through Dusseldoff, amid the enthusiastic 
plaudits of the people, Marlborough made a brief stay 
at Bemsberg, thiat he might negotiate with the elector 
palatine an increase of his contingent, as well as prevail 
upon him to march them into Italy. He perfectly suc- 
ceeded in both objects, after which he pushed on to 
Frankfort^ where he held a long and confidential com- 
munication with the margrave of Baden. His next 
halting place was Ratisbon, where he embarked upon 
the Danube, and he finally arrived at the capital of the 
Germanic empire on the 1^ of November. Nodiing 
could exceed the cordiality and warmth of his reception* 
The emperor Raised him at once to the rank of prince^ 
conferring upon him at the same time the lordship of 
Mindelheim : the nobles vied with one another in the 
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ittentbns wliich they heaped upon him ; and the com- 
moD people greeted faim^ as often as he appeared^ with 
shouts anid aocbmations of applause. But the most gra- 
tifying event attending his sojourn^ was the facility with 
which he obviated difficulties^ and bore down the pre- 
judices that had threatened to interrupt the general 
union. In a word, he satisfied the emperor that £ng- 
knd was not less sincere than ever ; that Hdland behdd 
with disgust the artful proceedings of the enemy, and 
that both powers were ready to fulfil their engagements, 
or, in case of need, to surpass them. Thus was Jos^^ 
roused from the despondency which had begun to affect 
him ; and a portion of the stipulated loan bdng oppor. 
tunely advanced, the most perfect concord succeeded to 
distrust and misgiving. 

Having happily comjdeted this great work, as well as 
prevailed upon the emperor to adopt a more liberal po- 
licy towardis Hungary, Marlborough set out for Berlin, 
where he was wdcomed with a degree of cordiality 
which the recent letters of the king had hardly prepared 
him to expect. Capricious as Frederick was, and at the 
present moment more than usually indined to chuige, 
Marlborough contrived, by the application of an ^ctra- 
ordinary address, to mould him to his wfll. The orders 
which had been issued for the recall of the Prusaan 
corps from Italy were revoked ; the oasuddes whi^ it 
had sustained during ihe war were commanded to be 
supplied ; and he himsdf was honoured with a swcnti 
of great value, a diamond ring being at the same time 
presented to lord Sunderland. On one p<Mnt alone the 
Prussian monarch remained immovaUe. His per- 
sonal antipathy to the margrave o£ Baden was such, 
that he would ^ter into no standing engag^nent as to 
the continuance of a l^russian fM'ce m his army ; nor 
was it without the most urgent entreaties that he was 
hindered from withdrawing at the moment the re^ments 
then serving on the Upper Rhine. 

From Barlin Marlborough bent his st^ to Hftnover, 
where a game different in kind, but scarcely less dif- 
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fleolt of managenaent^ awaited him. We have alluded 
in another plaee to die changes which were hy degrees 
effected in ihe €oundls t)f queen Anne. We have spoken 
of the gradual advance <^ the whigs into power ; of the 
substitution of several iniMviduals belonging to that 
party in the room of the tory holders of place ; and finally^ 
of their trium{^, by the r^noval of sir Nathan Wright 
from the office of lord-keeper, in order that Mr. Cowper 
might be advanced to that dignity. This appointment 
was speedily followed by others not less decisive. Lord 
Sunderland came into power ; he was now ambassador 
at the court of Vienna; and Godolphin^ Hailey^ St. John^ 
and the moderate tcnies^ making a virtue of necessity, 
finally threw tiiemsdves into the arms of the whigs. 
That the queen would have ever become reconciled to 
her new ministers is in the highest degree improbable, 
had l^ late adherents acted with common prudence and 
common honesty; but their irritated feelings led them 
into a line of conduct which before long reccmcikd her 
to the change, and covered themselves with oUoquy. 

Among other questions agitated during this important 
session was one ^i^ch involved the propriety of inviting to 
England theelectorandelectressof Hanover, on die ground 
that they were the presumptive heirs to the British crown, 
and tiie guardians of the protestant succession. Had 
this proposition been brought forward by the whigs, no 
blame could have attached to diem. In their estimation 
every measure was expedient which held out the prospect 
of adding fresh barriers to the possible return of the an- 
cient fiunily; but for the tones to advocate such a step, 
hateful as diey knew it to be to die wishes of the queen, 
and <MametricaIly opposed to their own avowed prin- 
d]^, was indeed die reverse of creditaUe. Yet they 
pressed the point upon both houses with a pertinacity 
and eagerness which gave proof that dieir sole actuating 
motive was hostility to their rivals. To the honour of the 
whigs be it recorded, diat they resisted die motion with 
manliness and vigour. The question was accordingly 
lost in die house of commons by a considerable mtgority, 
F 2 
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and the queen's affections^ for a time at leasts were 
alienated from those whom she had been hitherto ac- 
customed to trust. 

As far as the interests of England were concerned, 
the issue of this struggle was advantageous ; but it gave 
great umbrage in Hanover^ exciting in the mind of the 
elector a particular jealousy of Marlborough and his 
friends. These, however, were too politic not to devise 
a measure which might in some degree make amends for 
this apparent dereliction of principle. A bill was pre- 
pared, having for its oliject the naturalisation of the 
electoral family ; and the draft of it being sent to Marl- 
borough, he conveyed it on the present occasion to Han- 
over. Of the instrument thus intrusted to him, this 
able politician made the best use. Though received at 
first with coldness, and even upbraided as a faithless 
friend, he succeeded in an inconceivably short time in 
overcoming the doubts of the court, and he departed, 
after a sojourn of a few days only, in full favour both 
with the elector and his molher. 

On the 15th of December, Marlborough reached the 
Hague. He had already cleared away the chief diffi- 
culties which threatened to oppose him there, and found 
little to call for the exertion of those powers which he 
knew so well how to employ. Nevertheless, he was in 
no hurry to depart. He desired to see the measures 
agreed to by the states in process of execution ; and he 
lingered among them, in spite of his own anxiety to 
revisit. England, till that desire was gratified. Early 
in January, 1706, however, he took ship, and on the 
7th made his appearance in the house of lords, charged 
with authority by Uie Dutch to disown the acceptance 
on their part of any overture from France, and to mature 
the preparations and arrangements necessary for the 
opening of a new campaign. 

Not at any previous period in his public life had Marl- 
borough greater apparent reason to congratulate himself 
on the preponderancy in the councils of his sovereign 
of the party of which he was at the head. The whigs. 
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moderatiiig their violence^ and adapting themselves with 
ready complaisance to the state of the times^ carried every 
question with tiimnphant majorities. The moderate 
tories^ including Marlborough in the list^ gave the right 
hand of fellowship to their new supporters ; while the 
people at large^ believing the reconciliation to be sin- 
cere, were every where satisfied. The high tories 
ceased in a great measure to be listened to or respected, 
and all classes seemed bent on a vigorous prosecution 
of the war. Nor is this circumstance greatly to be won- 
dered at However hardly pressed their allies might be, 
the English had embarked of late in no enterprise, 
except with success. Gibraltar, after sustaining a pro- 
tracted siege, had repulsed the assailants ; Peterborough 
had added much to the glory of the English army in 
Catalonia ; and the merits of Marlborough himself were 
never more justly appreciated than by the present house 
of parliament. We cannot, therefore, be surprised that 
the voice of wrangling ceased for a time to be heard; or 
that the nation, remarkable above all others for its prone- 
ness to faction, should, during a brief space, act in uni- 
son, '' The kingdom," says a writer whose judgment was 
not marked by prejudice in favour of the whigs *, " was 
blessed with plenty; the queen was universally beloved; 
the people in general were zealous for the prosecution of 
the war ; the forces were well paid ; the treasury was 
punctual ; and though a great quantity of com was ex- 
ported for the maintenance of the war, the paper cur- 
rency supplied the deficiency so well, that no murmurs 
were heard, and the public credit flourished both at home 
and abroad." 

The remarkable intimacy which subsisted between 
the queen and the duchess of Marlborough has been 
more than once alluded to in the course of this memoir. 
So long as the tories continued popular and prudent, 
this romantic friendship suffered no abatement ; for the 
queen, aware of the strength of her favourite faction, 

• Smollett. 

p 3 
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took in good part all the attacks made upon liiem bj ^m 
dttdiess. In proportion^ however^ as the whigs gained 
ground^ the applications of lady Marlborough in the^ 
favour became distasteful^ till^ in the end^ a posttire 
coldness sprang up between the queen and her corre* 
spondent The knowledge of this fact^ communicaited 
lo him as it was through various duinnels^ had created in 
the duke mu(^ uneasiness. He had repeatedly striren^ 
though without efiect, to moderate his wife's political 
zeal^ and being himself as mudi indi^osed to adopt h» 
opinions as his royal mistress^ he experienced a two* 
fold degree of mortification at the result. Now^ how- 
ever^ the case was widely different. The queen^ justly 
offended by the steps recently taken by the tcries^ jnti- 
fessed to have become a convert to her Mend's opinions ; 
and Marlborough saw^ or fancied that he saw^ a iHiUiant 
prospect before him of court favour both at home and 
abroad. It was with no ordinary satisfaction^ therefore, 
that on the return of spring he once more quitted Eng- 
land, though aware that Ibe difficulties which awaited 
him at the seat of war were neither few in number nor 
inconsiderable in amount. 

On the 25th of April, Marlborough readied the 
Hague. He had sailed from the Downs, detemnned 
at all hazards to transfer the seat of war to Italy, whi- 
ther the exigencies of the duke of Savoy, not less than 
the prospect of acting wi^ prince Eugene, called him. 
But he soon found diat to a project so daring, however 
judicious in itself, insuperable obstacles were opposed. 
The Dutch feared to have their own frontier exposed^ 
and were reluctant to supply either the men or money 
xequisite for so remote an expedition. The courts of 
Berlin and Hanover, which he had so lately reconciled to 
the league, were again violently ahenated ; the former 
by the remissness with which subsidies were paid, the 
k^tter through the intrigues of the tmies. To neither 
of them, therefore, could he look for support Indeed^ 
it needed all his management, including the suppression^ 
on his own responsibility, of a public letter from queen 
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Anne^ to hiinkr an open rapture between the litter 
power and England. The Danes and Hessians, i^atn^ 
though hitherto abondandy flexible, ware resdute not 
to move towurds the south; while the emperor would 
Ustai to no other proposal than that Marllxnrough should 
resume the command of the fnrOes on the Moselle, and 
prosecute the enterprise which had been reluctantly 
abandoned in the last campaign. Not were these the only 
or die most mortifying disappointments to which he 
was sulgected. In Spain, PeterbcntMigh, gallant as he 
was idlowed to be, had become ofi^site to aU around 
him by the extravagancy and haughtiness of his man* 
oers. On the Upper Rhine, die fHince of Baden, obsti- 
nate and perverse as ever^ had spent die winter widi<» 
out any regard to the events whi^ must follow; while 
in Italy the imperalists had sustuned a s^nal defeat, 
which it required all die vigilance and activity of £u* 
gene, not to retrieve, but to mollify* It was but a poor 
counterpoise to diese disasters, that an expedition was c<m-< 
templated, which, by landing between Blayeanddie mouth 
of die Charente^ promised to produce a serious diversion 
in the Cevennes. While die authorities in London were 
discussing the prudence of this st^, the enemy were 
already in th^ field. Marshal Villars, reinforced by 
Marsin's corps, suddenly advuiced to the Uj^er Rhine^ 
forced die German lines on the Motter, and drt)ve thft 
margrave behind the Lauter, after which he reduced 
Drusenheim and Haguenau, where the principal maga- 
aunes were laid up, and made ready once again to over- 
run the Palatinate. 

While vainly striving to obtain the sanction of the 
allies to die proposed mtoeh upon Italy, Marlborough 
had not been regardless of the gradual withdrawal of 
portions of die enemy's force from the lines behind the 
Pyle ; neidier had he been neglectM of an instrument 
by no means die least efficient in war, — the proper use of 
money. He had opened a communication with one of 
the principal inhabitants of Namur, and was in treaty 
£k its betrayal ; but it was not till intelligence arrived 
p 4 
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of the advance of Villars into the Palatinate^ that he 
consented to relinquish entirely his own scheme, and to 
enter upon a second campaign in Flanders. Then, how- 
ever, on the urgent entreaty of the states-generad, and 
their assurance that the field-deputies would he guided in 
all things by his will, he sacrificed his own wishes ; and 
putting himself at the head of the combined English and 
Dutch armies, he advanced upon Tirlemont, where he 
assumed such a position as would enable him at once to 
watch the proceedings of Villeroi, and take advantage of 
any movement in his own favour which might be made 
in Namur. 

It does not appear whether or not the plot of M. Pas- 
quier became known to the enemy ; but the advance of 
the allies in this direction so alarmed them, that a large 
body of their best troops were recalled from Germany, 
and the army of Villeroi strengthened to 62,000 men. 
Marlborough, "bn his part, calculated on bringing into the 
field 60,000 of all arms ; so that, in point of numbers, 
no great disparity existed between them. But while his 
forces were made up^, with the exception of the allies, 
of the offscourings of almost all nations, those of his 
opponent were composed of chosen regiments, exclu- 
sively French or Bavarian. So confident, indeed, was 
Louis in the superior organisation and equipment of this 
force, that he gave positive orders that every risk should 
be run in the event of Namur being seriously threatened ; 
and ViDeroi, conceiving that no alternative between the 
2oss of that city and a battle remained, left his strong 
position on the Dyle, and advanced to meet the threat- 
ened danger. 

On the 20th of May the Dutch and English forces 
occupied a common encampment at Bilsen ; on the 22d 
their right lay at Borchloen, their left at Corswaren; and 
the same evening they were strengthened by the arrival 
of a Danish corps, which had been ordered up from the 
rear by forced marches. It was high time that this 
seasonable reinforcement should come in; for the country 
people brought numerous reports that the enemy were 
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in motion ; and his own scouts assured Marlborough that 
they were akeady across the Great Gheet^ and advancing 
towards Judoigne. Not a moment was lost in turning 
the information to account. Hoping to come up with 
them in a country which afforded no decided advantages 
to either party^ Marlborough ordered the line of march to 
be formed at an early hour on the following morning; and 
at dawn the whole army set forward in eight columns^ in 
the direction of the sources of the Little Gheet. A heavy 
and incessant rain^ which fell during the night, had so 
much injured the roads, that the advance of the several 
columns proved both slow and irregular. Frequent halts, 
for the purpose of closing up the rear, were necessary ; 
and, in some places, the guns and ammunition wagons 
were carried forward only by dint of extraordinary exer- 
tions. A thick fog, likewise, by rendering remote ob- 
jects indistinct, served not a little to perplex the general; 
for his patrols were incapacitated by it from doing their 
duty, and during several hours he received no reports. 
At last, however, colonel Cadogan, who, with 500 ca- 
valry preceded the columns, beheld, from the high grounds 
above Mierdorp, several masses, both of horse and foot, 
on the plain of St. Andr^ : he despatched an officer in 
all haste to communicate the fact to Marlborough, and 
a halt being ordered, the general rode forward to recon- 
noitre. 

The fog, though gradually clearing away, still hung 
in the sky, and so impeded ^e vision, that Maflboiough 
was unable to determine whether the squadrons in ques- 
tion constituted the rear of the enemy in retreat, or were 
thrown out to cover some formation ; he accordingly 
commanded the march of his own columns to be resumeid: 
bat the latter had barely crossed the demolished lines 
between Wasseige and Orp.le-Petit, ere the whole mys- 
tery received its solution. The enemy were now seen 
ranged in order of battle along a position of no ordinary 
strength ; indeed, they were in possession of the very 
ground which it had been one great object of Marlbo- 
roii^s advance to occupy with his own troops. Of 
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the nttore of this post^ and of the dispositions asstiined 
to maintain it^ a few wonk wiU suffiee to eonvej a suf- 
fidcntly accurate idea. 

The tract of country whidi lies between the sottreea 
of the two Gbcets^ the Mehaigne^ and the Dyle^ forms 
the most elevated point in the great plain of Brabiukt. 
Tliese streaois^ finding at first but little descent^ render 
the ground marshy towards their rise, partially swampy 
along their whole coarse, and in some places impassable. 
They are all snrmountei by steep banks, thoi4;fa those 
of the Great Oheet are roost abrupt ; while the groimd 
rising suddenly abore them, forms a sort of table-4and, 
the surface of whidi is yaried with gentle undulations, 
and dotted with clumps and coppices. The particular 
portion of this table-land, whidi formed the scene of 
the present conflict, is intersected, almost in the middle, 
by the Little Gheet ; towards the east it is known as the 
plain of Jandrinoeuil ; towards the west it is called the 
position of Mont St. Andr^ ; an appellation which it 
borrows from the name of a village on the Gheet, which 
forms nearly an equilateral triangle with Autreglise and 
the tomb of Ottomond. From this tomb or barrow, 
again, which crowns the highest point in the plain, and 
overlooks the marshes bordering the Mehaigne, the pa* 
sition extends as far as Ramilies, near the head of &e 
Little Gheet; and then, following the course of the 
rivulet, is continued to die rising ground on which the 
village of OfiVu stands : from OfiUz it bends forward on 
the left bank of die stream, stretching along ihe verge 
of the eminence to Autreg^se, where, or rather in the 
fork produced by the confluence of the Jauche and 
Little Gheet, it terminates* Several excellent roads pe- 
netrate this position, both on its flanks and by its centre, 
of which the prindpal are, that whidi leads from Was. 
siege by Branson, Bonefl^, and Franquinay to Taviere^ 
the shady avenue or Cbemin Brundiault, and the road 
from Fouli to Autreglise, as well as to OAis. 

When the heads of Marlborough's columns, clearing 
the village of Mierdorp, debouched into the plain of 
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Jandrinoeuil, the enemy were discovered in two lines^ the 
&r8t of whidi occupied the ground just described^ while 
the second supported it a little in the rear. The left^ 
which consisted entirely of infantry^ extended between 
the Jaudie and the Little Gheet^ from Autreglise to 
Oiua; the centre^ likewise composod of infantry^ took 
post from 0£fu8 to Ramiliea; while the rights which was 
made up of 100 squadrons of cavalry^ occupied the <^n 
space in fr<mt of the tomb of Ottomond^ between Ra- 
milies and the Mehaigne. £ach of the villages of 
which we have spoken was^ moreover, strongly garri- 
soned ; in to Ramilies alone twenty battalions were thrown ; 
while a Mgade was detadied to Tavieres in order to 
aecure the extreme right, and clouds of skirmishers lined 
all the hedges from Franquinay to that point. Marl- . 
borough scanned these dispositions with a rapid but 
skilful glance; and seeing the great defect which attached 
to them, he made haste to take advantage of it 

The \eit of the enany, being -planted in the rear of a 
mmrasB, though safe from all direct attacks upon itself, 
was necessarily immovaUe, at least for offensive pur- 
poses. The right, again, if the brigade posted at Ta- 
vieres be so considered, was too much detached either to 
give or receive support; while the whole line, being 
formed upon the arc of a semicircle, was liable at all 
points to be assaulted in superior numbers, by a force 
manoeuvring along the chord. It was perf(Bctly evident, 
too, thiat the heights on which the tomb of Ottomond 
stands formed the master-key of the position ; for, were 
these once carried, the assailants would not only uncover 
the flank of the cavalry, but be able to enfilade all the 
posts to the left To this great olgect, therefore, Marl- 
borough directed his attention; and the measures which 
Jbe adoptttd for the purpose of effecting it, proved as 
suooessfVil as they ware admirably conceived. 

As the columns came up, he formed them into two 
lines, with the left on Boneffe and the right on Fouli. 
The enemy's light troops retiring as these came on, im- 
peded not the advance for a moment, and at one o'clock 
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in the day the artiUery on hoth sides hegan to open. 
In the midst of this cannonade, the British, Dutch, and 
German infantry, composing the right of the line, hroke 
suddenly into column, and pushed rapidly forward as if 
to carry Autreglise by assault. Villeroi became jealous 
of his left, and hastily withdrawing from his centre, sent 
several brigades to support the menaced point. This was 
precisely the movement which Marlborough intended him 
to make. In a moment orders were despatched to the 
right, by which its farther advance was arrested. The 
leading battalions alone kept ^eir ground in extended 
order along the brow of the heights, which they had 
just ascended ; while those behind, filing quickly to the 
left, passed under the screen of the same heights to 
the point of real attack. Here they gave a preponder- 
ating superiority to the allies ; and the attack began in 
earnest. A corps of infantry, after dislodging the 
skirmishers about Franquinay, invested Tavieres on 
every side. A mass of cavalry, under, Overkirk, passmg 
by their rear, bore directly upon the enemy's horse; 
while twelve battalions, in columns of companies, sup- 
ported by twice as many in line, assaulted Ramilies 
with indescribable fury. Villeroi now became aware 
that he had been out-manoeuvred in the be^nning of the 
action. He saw that his right, not his left, was in dan- 
ger; and he exerted himself to the utmost, in the hope 
that he might yet repair an error of which the conse- 
quences threatened to be fatal. 

One of his measures was to dismount twenty squadrons 
of dragoons, and to send them to the support of the bri- 
gade in Tavieres. With these Overkirk unexpectedly 
fell in, and cut them to pieces. The first line of French 
cavalry next advanced ; it was charged, broken, and over- 
thrown; but the second, coining up while Overkirk's 
corps was disordered by the pursuit, succeeded, for an 
instant, in restoring the battle. At this critical juncture 
Marlborough himself appeared, leading on seventeen 
squadrons : these dashed among the enemy's cuirassiers^ 
and a desperate contest ensued. Still the enemy^ though 
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their schemes were manifestly deranged^ fought bravelyi 
The batteries too^ from Ramihes and the heights beyond^ 
pLiyed fatally among the assailants ; and the slaughter. 
on both sides was great. It was at this moment that 
Marlborough, after ordering up every disposable man 
from the ri^t, led on a charge in person, in which he 
had well-nigh lost his life. Being recognised by some 
French troopers, they rushed furiously upon him, and, 
cutting down all before them, placed him in the midst 
of a throng. He fought his way out sword in hand ; 
drove his horse at a ditch, and was thro¥ai heavily in 
the leap ; but he soon mounted another, though his se- 
cretary, who held the stirrup, was struck dead at his side 
by a cannon ball. 

The allied cavalry having rallied, and again advancing 
to the attack, were again boldly met by the Bavarian 
cuirassiers, when twenty fresh squadrons from the right 
suddenly appeared coming at speed over the plain. 
These, drawing up in line on the right of the allied force, . 
with a steadiness which furnished no doubtful evidence 
of their valour, struck such a panic into the enemy that 
they would not abide the shock. They turned their 
horses' heads and fled; and the height of Ottomond, 
the great object of the struggle, was cro¥aied. Mean- 
while Ramilies was bravely assailed, and as bravely de- 
fended. General Schultz, who commanded the attacking 
corps, forced back some Swiss battalions, and gained 
the skirts of the houses. He then rushed upon the 
troops which occupied the enclosures, drove them with 
precipitation into the village; and, following close upon 
their heels, made himself, in the end, master of the 
place. It was to no purpose that the marquis de Mafiei 
rallied two raiments of Cologne guards, and main-, 
tained, for a while, with singular obstinacy, a hollow, 
road hard by. Borne down by superior numbers, as well 
as taken in flank, he was, after a desperate struggle, 
dislodged, and his troops, charged by cavalry while broken. 
in their flight, were almost to a man destroyed. 

On their right and centre the enemy were now com* 
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pktdy defeated; yet tiie eil»rt made to obt*m diis 
success had been gigantic, and the confusion in the ranks 
of the victors themselves was consequently great. To 
remedy this, Marlborough made a halt, of whidi Ville. 
roi endeavoured to take advantage, by £9nning a second 
line out of the remains of his shattered squadrons in 
the rear. But the ground on which he strove to effsct 
this formation was cumbered with baggage; carts, 
ammunition wagons, and whole strings of bat-horses 
Uocked it up, and all his exertions proved inefl^ctual 
either to clear them away or to form apart fi^m them. 
Marlborough was not blind to the advantages which sudi 
a state of things aiR>rded him. The cavalry were again 
ordered to charge ; they obeyed the order with infinite 
good will^ and in five minutes the {dain was covered 
with dead bodies, horses riderless, and ^gitives fleeing 
for their lives. Nor were the ti*oops farth^ to the right 
inattentive observers of what passed. Chie column p». 
ceiving the enemy to diminish from before them, made 
good the passage of the swamp, and charged, and took 
with little loss the village of Autreglise. Another 
rui^ied upon Ofl^z, which they found evacuated ; then, 
pursuing their success, fell headlong upon the enemy's 
rear-guard, and utterly destroyed it: in a word, the battle, 
which had lasted with scarcdy any intermission during 
a i^ace of five hours, was won. The enemy were in full 
flight, broken and disorganised; for of the few v^ halted 
to fi^t at all, by fer the greatw number fbu^t o^y 
for quarter, and were made prisoners. 

The pursuit b^ng continued by the whde army as 
far as Meidert, a halt was commanded, of whi^ both 
men and horses stood sorely in need. Bendes the 
mardi previous to the commencement of the action, and 
the fatigues which they had undergone in flatting, 
they had now advanced full five leagues from the field of 
battle ; and hence tbe day's journey could not be com- 
puted, at a moderate calculation, to fall sh<nt of five 
and twenty miles. The state of the wounded, likewise, 
and the attention due to the prisoners, required this 
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i^p to be taken ; yet were the light cavalry instructed 
to press on, nor did they once draw bridle till they 
reaehed the vicinity of Louvain at two o'clock in the 
m(»ming. As might be expected from the fury and du. 
ration oi the strife, the loss on both sides w^s tremen- 
dous. Of the allies there fell 1066 kiUed, and ^567 
wounded ; in the former of which lists were included 
82, and in the latter 283, officers ; yet was this a trifle 
when compared with the amount of casualties on the 
other side, whei^ 13,000 men died or w»e taken. 
Among these were many officers of rank, such as die 
prince of Soubise and Rohan, a son of marshal Tal. 
lard, and a nephew of lord Clare, who was diot dead 
early in the action ; while 80 stiuidards, the whole park 
of artillery, with ba^age, tents, and other equipments, 
became the spoil of the conquerors. 

The immediate consequences of this great victory 
were the nirr&Eider of Louvjain, Brussds, Mechlin, 
Alost, Lierre, and almost all the chief towns and cities 
of Brabant. In Flanders, Hkewise, the tide ran strongly 
in die same channel, fbrOhent and Bruges both opened 
thdr gates, and Daun and Oudenarde flowing the 
example, the country in general pro&ssed aUegiance to 
the house of Austria. Antweip, Ostend, Nieuport, and 
Dunkirk, however, still held out ; and to the reducdon 
of these Marlborough lost no time in addressing himself. 
Had he ad(^ted the advice oif Grodolphin, his first effon 
would have been against Dunkirk ; but holding cheap 
the sdfish poliey which dictated tha^ measure, he re- 
solved upon beginning with die siege of Antwerp, after 
which Ostend was for many reasons selected an the most 
advisaUe theatre of operations. 

He was in the act of arraagii^; matters £or the formar 
of these enterprises, when two pieces of intelligence 
reached him, both of which were well calculated to dieer 
Mm forward in die great work which he had under- 
taken. 0£ these, one informed him of the brilliant suc<« 
eeases of Peterborough in Catalonia; the odier made him 
aware diat a schism had broken out between die Walloon 
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and French regiments which composed the garrison of 
Antwerp. Marlborough was not slow in turning to 
account an occurrence so propitious. He adranoed 
against the place ; the appearance of his troops brought 
matters to an issue; and the French regiment being 
^rmitted to depart with their baggage and arms^ this 
important city was delivered up without the firing of a 
shot Marlborough then hurried back to the Hague, 
where success had brought on a line of policy scarcely 
less mischievous than any which had yet been adopted. 
With his usual skill, he contrived to appease the cupidity 
in which alone it originated, after which he made ready 
to carry his victorious troops -against Ostend. 

From the tone of his 0¥ai correspondence, not less than 
from the strength of the place, it is evident that MarL 
borough anticipated an obstinate resistance in this en- 
terprise ; but he was deceived, for the siege cost him 
only the loss of 500 men, and a consumption of eight 
days from the opening of the trenches. His next effort 
was against Menin. Surrounded on all hands by a flat, 
which could, under ordinary circumstances, be flooded 
at the will of the commandant, this place was r^arded 
by friends and foes as absolutely beyond the reach of 
insult ; yet here, as elsewhere, fortune, or, to use his 
own more accurate language, divine Providence, fought 
for Marlborough. -A drought of unusual severity set 
in almost as soon as he had determined on the si^e. 
It continued without intermission throughout the whole 
period of his operations, and thus enabled him to push 
his approaches, as against a city on an arid plain, dose 
to the crest of glacis. A breach was in consequence 
effected, and an assault threatened, upon which the go- 
vernor opened his gates, having cost the besiegers by 
the obstinacy of his defence not less than 3000 men. 
It is not the least striking occurrence in this siege, that 
on the very day after the allies took possession of the 
gates, rain began, and continued till all the canals and 
ditches in the neighbourhood became literally over- 
charged with water. 
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From Menin^ a corps^ under the guidance of general 
Churchill^ marched against Dendermond. It opened its 
gates on the 5 th of September, and on the l6th Ath was 
invested. Meanwhile the duke de Vendome, who had 
succeeded Villeroi in command of the army of Flanders, 
assembled a large force upon the Scheld, and gave out 
that he intended, so soon as the allies should be embar- 
rassed with this undertaking, to attack them in their 
lines, and avenge the disgrace of. Ramilies, Nothing 
could have been more agreeable to Marlborough than 
the realisation of this boast ; for his troops were full of 
courage, flushed with recent successes, and reposed 
boundless confidence in their leader : but though the 
enemy ventured, on one occasion, to push a reconnoi- 
tring party as far as his lines, they drew off again in all 
haste so soon as he showed a disposition to meet them. 
The consequence was, that the si^e went on with all 
possible regularity, Marlborough himself encamping at 
Leuwe to cover it ; and on the 5th of October, after a 
gallant but fruitless defence, ihe town opened its gates. 
Such was the last victory achieved in this campaign. 
It completed the conquest of Brabant and Flanders ; an 
issue which, at the opening of the war, the most san- 
guine could not have anticipated; and it raised the 
reputation of Marlborough to a height never before at- 
tained by any general in modem times. 

Towards the end of October, Marlborough left his 
army for a few days, that he might visit Brussels, where 
he was received by the civic authorities with transports 
of joy. He was compelled, however, to decline the 
honour which the emperor had pressed upon him, 
namely, the dignity of governor of the conquered pro- 
vinces ; because he perceived that his acceptance would 
give serious offence to the Dutch, whose views were as 
selfish in prosperity as they had been narrow in adver- 
sity. He returned, therefore, on the 31st, to camp, and in 
the beginning of November distributed his troops into 
quarters ; the English at Ghent, the Danes at Bruges, 
and the Prussians and Lunenburgers along the line of 
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the Demer. His next business was to appoint to par- 
ticular commands the officers on whom he could most 
perfectly depend. Overkirk was nominated general in 
chief of the Low Countries, Tilly was sent to Louvain^ 
Salisch to Mechlin, and Churchill to Brussels ; after 
which the duke himself set out for the Hague, whither 
matters of the most urgent moment called him. 

With the solitary exception of Spain, where dissen. 
sions among the allied generals wrought more mischief 
than the sword of the enemy, the campaign of 1706 had 
been in all quarters adverse to the French interests. 
Prince Eugene, strongly reinforced by the troops pro- 
cured for him by Marlborough, suddenly passed the 
Alps, formed a junction with the duke of Savoy, engaged 
Marsin in his lines before Turin, and defeated him with 
the loss of 9000 men. Then doubling back upon the 
Milanese, he cleared it of the enemy till he had in a 
great degree re-established, both there and elsewhere, 
the fortunes of his imperial master. It is true that m 
Germany, prince Louis of Baden, worn down with 
disease, and a prey to the wilfulness of his temper, car- 
ried on hostilities with less of decision than might have 
been expected at his hands. Nevertheless, the continual 
drafts which were made from Villars's army, left him 
without the physical means of taking advantage of the 
openings ' presented ; and hence the war, if it proved 
not absolutely favourable to the cause of the allies, was 
at least not against them. Louis XIV. began, jthere- 
fore, to apprehend, that, great as his military resources 
were, they had at last been over-matched. He applied 
himself, in consequence, to the exercise of that diplo- 
matic skill, for which, not less than for ambition, he 
stands remarkable ; and he managed matters with such 
address as to sow the seeds of discord among the confede- 
rates, at a moment when above all others union appeared 
most attainable. 

The well-known anxiety of the Dutch to secure a 
strong frontier, had, during the last few months, extended 
to the acquisition of an enlarged territory. They flat- 
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tered tliemselves that it was by their exertions princi^ 
pally that Brabant and the Netherlands had been wrested 
from the grasp of France ; and, with the selfish policy 
which lias guided them ever sinoe they became a nation, 
they more than insinuated that a portion at least b£ the 
conquests ought to be given up to them. As a matter 
of course, the emperor opposed himself in the most de- 
termined manner to every proposal of the kind : Eng- 
land, too, was by no means desirous that her maritime 
rival should become more powerful than she was, though 
her jealousy of France readily induced her to guarantee 
the possesion of a defensible border. Of all these dis- 
positions and -contradictory views the king of France 
remained not in ignorance ; and he made haste, so soon 
as the disastrous issues of the campaign appeared, to 
avail himself of the opening which they affi)r(fed. 

The summer was yet young when information reached 
Marlborough that the French were endeavouring to ne- 
gotiate a separate treaty with the states-general. As far 
as, by letters, and occasional short visits to the Hague, 
he could baffle tiiese intrigues, he failed not to do so ; 
but towards winter affairs had assumed such a fece as 
seriously to alarm all who wished well to the protestant 
succession. It is true that Louis undertook to acknow- 
ledge Anne as queen of England, and that he talked of 
renouncing the claims of the duke of Anjou on the crown 
of Spain, provided an equivalent could l^ found for 
him among the provinces of Italy; but as he made 
these proposals to the Dutch, and die Dutch alone, no 
reliance whatever oould be reposed on them. Nor is this 
all. Aware of the feeling of the Hollanders touching 
an extension of the republic into the Low Countries, the 
French monarch scrupled not to feed their hopes by as- 
surances of a determined interference on his part in the 
accomplishment of that great object. Such reasoning 
fell not unheeded upon the ears of the men composing 
the states-general. They began to assume a tone in 
their communications with the allies different from what 
» 2 
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they had hitherto employed^ and serious fears were in 
consequence entertained that the dissolution of the league 
was not very remote. 

The unpleasant sensations excited by this stateof things 
were far from receiving relief from a consideration that 
Holland was disposed to regard England as too pow- 
erful, now that her great rival was weakened. The 
undisguised aversion^ likewise, which she experienced 
and expressed towards the emperor produced much un. 
easiness at the court of St. James's : indeed, Godolphin 
himself appears, at one moment, to have regarded a£Pairs 
as desperate, though he carefully maintained a tone of 
confidence in his correspondence with the pensionary. 
Marlborough alone continued sanguine. He had tri- 
umphed over too many difficulties to succumb under 
those which now pressed upon him ; and his spirit and 
prudence led to the result which he had anticipated. With 
consummate skill he bent all the different parties to his 
own views. The states and the emperor were re-united ; 
the former were solemnly engaged to stand or fall with 
the allies; and a negotiation which had for some time 
been in progress with the elector of Bavaria was ab- 
ruptly broken off. Thus, as far as human foresight could 
extend, the most effectual measures were adopted to 
guard against the operations of treachery or s6lf-interest, 
and the attention of all the powers was turned with ap- 
parent good will to the providing of adequate resources 
against the opening of a new campaign. 

Perplexing as these matters were, they can hardly be 
said to have given Marlborough greater uneasiness than 
the state of parties and the cabals for office which went 
on at home. We have alluded elsewhere to the partial 
disgrace of the tories ; to the nomination of Mr. Cowpa* 
as lord-keeper, and the appointment of lord Sunderland 
as ambassador at Vienna.' The whigs, not content witli 
obtaining a share in the patronage of the crown, now 
insisted upon the whole, and made their first attack by 
demanding that sir Charles Hedges should be removed 
from the office o< secretary, and lord Sunderland ap- 
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pointed in his room. The. duchess of Marlhorough, 
with her usual violence and spirit, espoused the cause 
of her son-in-law. Godolphin, hopeless of support ^m 
the tories, took the same side, and hoth together 'over- 
coming the scruples of the duke, prevailed upon him 
likewise to interfere. The queen, however, swayed 
partly hy her own feelings, and partly instigated hy the 
secret advice of Harley and St. John, gave a steady 
refusal to the proposition. It was to no purpose that 
Godolphin threatened to. resign, or that the duchess 
sought to alarm her mistress with assurances of the hos- 
tihty of the party, and the necessary triumph of France, 
in die negotiations which she was known to conduct. 
Anne resolutely adhered to her determination of holding 
something like an even balance between the factions, 
and met every argument with reasons, which^ if they 
failed to convince the judgments of her correspondents, 
left them no room to doubt of her own firmness. Even 
Marlborough's letters produced no effect ; and though 
parliament was on the eve of meeting, and a fierce oppo- 
sition was prepared, she persisted in excluding Sunderland 
from the situation which alone he would accept. It 
was this course of conduct on her part, coupled with cer- 
tain ambiguous expressions in their own letters, that first 
kd Godolphin and afterwards the duke to suspect the 
sincerity of their two proteges. By the duchess both 
Harley and St. John, but particularly the latter, had 
long been regarded with distrust ; by Godolphin they 
were now viewed at least with suspicion: Marlborough 
alone attributing their equivocations to the force of cir. 
eumstances rather than to the spirit of absolute trea- 
chery. Nevertheless they persisted in the line which 
they had adopted, keeping the queen steady in her op- 
position to the minister; nor was it till Marlborough 
arrived in London^ and by a personal appeal overcame 
her antipathies, that she broke through the spell by 
which their counsels had bound her. This event, how- 
ever, which occurred on the 1 8th of November, gave a 
novel turn to the whole course of public affairs. The 
o S 
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queen's firmness gave way. Sunderland was appointed 
secretary; Mr. Cowper was raised to the peerage, and an 
administration formed on a basis avowedly whig. It is 
true that Marlborough and Cvodolphin still belonged to 
it, and that the latter was raised to the dignity of an 
earl ; but they were equally become converts to whig 
principles, if not abstractedly, without doubt in practice. 
Harky and St John, indeed, continued to keep their 
seats, but they were the only tories of note permitted 
to fill places of distinction and responsibility in the new 
cabinet 

It is scarcely necessary to state that the reception 
which Marlborough met fiiom all ranks and classes of 
his countrymen was, on the present, as it had been on 
previous occasions, in the highest degree flattering^ 
The houses of parliament voted him their thanks ; the 
city of London feasted him ; his trophies were carried 
in triumphal procession to St Paul's, amid the shouts 
and plaudits of the people. Not only was the estate of 
Woodstock entailed, at his own desire, upon the title, 
but a bill was passed which rendered the honours and 
dignities confeired upon himself hereditary through the 
female line ; the sons of his daughters, with their sons 
for ever, being appointed heirs according to their seni- 
ority. It is somewhat remarkable that, though suf- 
fidendy anxious on this head, Marlborough expressed 
no desire that the name of Churchill should be assumed 
by his successors. That dotage, if such it deserves to be 
termed, had ceased to actuate him for some time ; but 
he took care, besides securing to his duchess a life pos- 
session of die estate of Woodstock, to see that the 
pension of 5000/. a- year which had been granted tw 
him and his heirs out of the revenues of the post-offlce, 
should likewise be enjoyed by her in the event of her 
widowhood. 

It belongs not to the biographer of Marlborough, con« 
sidered as a British general, to enter nrach at hurge into 
a consideration of the political questions whidi during the 
period of his eminent services agitated the par^ameatf 
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and the nation. Of the motives^ for example^ which di. 
rectly guided the promoters of that great measure^ the 
union between England and Scotland^ different opinions 
may be held ; but the measure itself must now be ad- 
mitted on all hands to Imve brought incalculable benefits 
upon both countries. Frcmi the first moment of its 
suggestion^ Marlborough cordially supported it. He saw 
that if any thing could put an end to the jealousies and 
niistrust which hindered one portion of the empire from 
perfectly coalescing with another^ this and this alone 
would do so ; and while he undervalued the difficulties 
which opposed themselves immediately to the under- 
takings he took a comprehensive and just view of the 
benefits which in after ages would arise out of it. Marl- 
borough was not mistaken in the estimate which he had 
formed both for the present or the future. The church, 
of which the downfall had been confidently predicted, 
continued not less secure than ever; prejudices and anti. 
pathies long fostered gradually gave way; and the people, 
learning to regard themselves as one, rose both con- 
jointly and separately to a height of prosperity to which, 
had no union taken place, they could not have attained. 
It is but an act of justice to the memory of Marlborough 
to state, that the part which he played in the discussion 
of this great question goes £ar to exculpate him from 
some charges of secret treachery and double-dealing. 
That he stands not free from blame at the commence. 
' ment of his career, we have already taken occasion to 
show ; but it is evident that no man, circumstanced as 
he was, would have laboured to efiect the union, had he 
not fully made up liis mind to stand or fall mth the 
preservation of the protestant succession. 

These great measures were yet in progress, and MarU 
borough, ever attentive to hia duty, was at the same time 
making his arrangements for the next campaign, when 
not his attention only, but that of the allied in general, 
was somewhat painfully roused by the appearance of a 
new actor on the stage of public affidrs. Charles XII. 
of Sweden, one of the most extraordinary men whom 
G 4 
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Europe has ever produced^ was now in the full career of 
his successes. After vigorously defending his country 
against the attacks of its invaders^ and compelling the 
king of Denmark to sign a disgraceful peace^ he had 
hurst into the Russian territories on the shores of the 
Baltic^ where^ with a disparity of numhers scarcely to he 
credited, he overthrew the Muscovites in many hattles. 
He marched next ii^to Poland, and dethroned Au- 
gustus, that he might confer the crown upon Stanislaus 
Leczinski ; after which he directed his course into Ger- 
many; and was now, with his victorious legions, in 
cantonments at Alt Ranstadt. From this point he com- 
hianded, rather than invited, the other powers to give 
their sanction to his proceedings. All eyes were in- 
stantly turned towards Charles. It was evident that> 
should he covet the distinction, he possessed ample means 
of becoming the arbiter of Europe ; for into whatever 
scale he might choose to throw the weight of his power^ 
its opposite must kick the beam. While, therefore, the 
eccentric warrior gave vent to his personal feelings, by 
charging the emperor Joseph with numerous political 
crimes, the rest of the confederates laboured under the 
painful impression, that the machinations of Louis, of 
which they remained not long in ignorance, had efi^t- 
ually gained him over to the side of France. Even 
Marlborough was far from feeling easy on a point so 
critical ; and as he could not himself at this season of 
the year undertake a journey to the Swedish head^ ' 
quarters, he employed general Grumbkow, a Prussian 
officer, in whose penetration he reposed great confidence^ 
to discover, if possible, the bent of Charles's inclinations. 
The letter which this gentleman addressed to the duke 
lafter his return from Leipzig, where he met the Swedish 
monarch, is too curious to be omitted : — 

" My lord duke, Berlin, Jan. 11, 1707. 

" I returned yesterday from Leipzig, and I deem it 

my duty to give your highness an account of my journey. 

Last Sunday week I departed from hence, and arrived 
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^ Monday at Leipzig. On the next day I waited upon 
^e king at his dinner. I was much surprised at the 
manner in which the table was served ; and I do assure 
your highness that the fare with which M. de Hom- 
pesch r^aled you, was divine in comparison with this. 
On the following day I saw king Augustus at dinner 
with the king of Sweden : the latter appeared pleased and 
contented^ the other disconcerted and pensive. The 
repast continued^ according to custom, only a quarter of 
an hour^ during which an unbroken silence was preserved, 
which I attributed to the consideration that there was 
only time to swallow some morsels in haste. On Satur- 
day I visited count Piper, and after an hour's conference 
we sat down to dinner ; and as his fare was much worse 
than that of his royal master, your highness may judge 
of my wretched situation. Count Piper is rude and 
boisterous, and has all the manners of a pedant, without 
his learning.. . I conversed with him on all subjects, and 
particularly dwelt on the confidence which your highness 
reposes in the word of the king his master. He said, 
' That English lord is a brave and intelligent man; the 
English and the allies are extremely fortunate that he 
is their general : the king my master esteems him in- 
finitely.' He then said that his master was not prodigal 
of promises, but kept his word most religiously; adding, 
that those who were not indined to believe him, need 
only let him follow his own way. 
. '' Having insensibly turned the discourse on the great 
designs of the king his master, he said, ' We made war 
in Poland only to subsist ; our design in Saxony is to 
terminate the war ; but for the Muscovite, he shall pay 
les pots cassis, and we will treat the czar in a manner 
which posterity will hardly believe.' I secretly wished 
ihat he was already in the heart of Muscovy. 

" After dinner he conveyed me in his carriage to 
the head-quarterS) and presented me to the king. His 
majesty was standing in a small apartment, dressed in 
Ihe Swedish fashion. I made my bow> and having 
i?eceived proper instructions, accosted him boldly, that 
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I esteemed myself very fortunate in paying my respects 
to a soverdgn^ who was so renowned in Europe for his 
distinguished aetions^ valour^ and equity. He asked me 
whence I came^ and where I had served. I replied, 
and mentioned my good fortune in serving three cam- 
paigns under your highness. He questioned me much, 
and particularly ahout your highness and the English 
troops ; and you will readily believe that I delineated 
my hero in the most lively and natural colours. Among 
other particulars, he askeid me if your highness your- 
sdf led the troops to the charge. I replied, that as 
all the troops were animated with the same ardour for 
fighting, your highness was not under the necessity of 
leading the charge ; but that you wete every where, and 
always in the hottest of the action, and gave your orders 
with that coolness which excites general admiration. I 
then related to him that you had been thrown from your 
horse; the death of your aide-de-camp Brinfield, and 
many other things. He took such pleasure in this re- 
cital, that he made me repeat the same thing twice. I 
also said, that your highness always spoke of his majesty 
with the bluest esteem and admiration, and ardently 
desired to pay your respects. He observed, ' That is 
not likely; but I should be delighted to see a general of 
whom I have heard so much.' " 

There was nothing in this to satiny the minds of 
those chiefly interested, as to the designs or dispositions 
of the Swechsh monarch ; nor did the taixae correspond- 
ence of the same officer, though filled with flattering 
guesses and surmises, allay their natural fears. Aware^ 
as they were, that, a confidential agent from Louis had 
visited Alt Ranstadt, and made acquainted, through one 
of those trusty spies whom Marlborough kept con- 
stantly in pay, with the very substance of his communis 
cations, they experienced the utmost uneasiness as to the 
result ; nor would any thing satisfy either the emperor 
or the elector of Hanover, except a personal interview 
between Marlborough and Charles. Marlborough readily 
yielded to the wishes of the crowned heads. Having 
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obtained the sanction of his own conrt^ he departed for 
the Hague^ as soon after the close of the session as cir. 
cumstauces would allow ; whence^ after communicating 
his designs to the Pensionary^ as well as to several leading 
men in the states^ he set out on the 20th of April to- 
wards the Swedish camp. 

With consummate address^ Marlb(»'ough adapted both 
his language and 1^ manner to the peculiar temperament 
of Charles. He spared no degree of flattery^ to which 
the Swedi^ monarch lay remarkably open ; yet he never 
once committed either his own sovereign^ or the other 
powers whom he represented ; nay^ even when Stanislaus 
was introduced to him^ he contrived at once to gratify 
his host^ and to avoid every thing approaching to a pub«' 
lie recognition of the title of that prince. In like man- 
ner^ while apparently entering into all the romantic views 
of Charles touching a protestant league^ and the general 
redress of wrongd throughout Germany^ he managed to 
convince him that the moment for effecting these good 
works was not yet come ; and that the balance of pow» 
must first be restored in Europe^ ere the internal con- 
dition of any pfurticular state could with propriety be 
taken into consideration. Voltaire has asserted that the 
English general^ when first ushered into the presence 
of the Swedish monarchy found the latter attentively 
examining a map of Russia; and that^ from this single 
circumstance^ he became at once aware that Louis's 
intrigues had faQed. This statement is altogether in- 
correct. No sudi spectacle was ever beheld by Marl- 
borough^ nor were any such conclusions drawn from it ; 
it was to his own adroitness in diplomatic conversation^ 
and to that alone^ diat he was indebted for the knowledge 
that Charles would not interfere in the contest between 
fVance and her enemies. He returned to the Hague^ 
visiting Berlin and Hanover by the way, on the 8th of 
May, having been absent on this important mission not 
more ^lan eighteen days. 

Notwithstanding the successful issue of this delicate 
ttSm and the general assurances of support which be 
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Teceived from all quarters, Marlborough skw, with in- 
describable mortification, the summer months of 1707 
one after another steal on, without an opportunity being 
aflforded of effecting any thing worthy of his own re- 
nown, or correspondent to the zeal by which he was 
actuated. The Dutch had again relapsed into their old 
habit of distrust, and again empowered the field-depu- 
ties to thwart the general in all his movements. They 
scarcely concealed, indeed, that in a further prosecution 
of the war they felt no interest; and if they did not 
positively receive overtures of peace from France, they 
acted as if to such a consummation their hopes were 
mainly turned. Though superior, or at least fuUy equal, 
to the enemy, both in the numbers and the quality of 
his troops, Marlborough was not allowed, during many 
months, to hazard a single aggressive movement. A 
variety of marches were, indeed, effected, for the pur- 
pose of covering the principal towns of Brabant ; and 
more than once the duke cherished a sanguine hope of 
forcing his confederates to a battle ; but just as the ob- 
ject of his combinatipns began to develope itself, the 
deputies interfered, and the enemy escaped from the 
toils. This was particularly the case on the 27th of 
May, when, after a series of able manoeuvres, he had suc- 
ceeded in bringing the hostile armies into presence, near 
Nivelle. Because the pass of Ronquieres was strongly 
occupied, through which it would be necessary to pene- 
trate, a council of war determined that a battle should 
not be hazarded; Marlborough was in consequence 
compelled to fall back to Beaulieu, that he might pro- 
tect Brussels and Louvain from insult. 

Having induced the enemy, by this movement, to 
relinquish their designs, Marlborough advanced again as 
far as Meldert, Vendome moving at the same time in 
a parallel direction towards Gemblours. These changes 
of ground occurred so early in the season as the .Si st of 
May ; yet it was not till ihe month of August that any 
serious effort was made, on either side, to bring matters 
to the crisis of a battle. On the one hand, Vendome^ 
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though hoth able and enterprising^ held his adversary 
in too much respect^ to risk the slightest openings of 
which he could not but believe that advantage would be 
taken ; on the other hand^ Marlborough^ harassed by the 
senseless opposition of the Hollanders^ found his energies 
cramped^ and his speciilations useless. The consequence 
was^ that the entire summer was permitted to pass in a 
species of armed truce^ as distasteful to the feelings of 
the British commander^ as it was injurious to the cause 
of which he stood forth the principal defender. 

It was not^ however, in the supineness of those with 
whom he more immediately acted^ that Marlborough 
found ample cause of complaint, and fruitful sources of 
anxiety. In Spain the allies had suffered a fearful re- 
verse^ thdr army being almost entirely destroyed at 
Almanza; and the only chance of restoring matters lay 
in the immediate advance of the imperial troops into 
Provence, by the passes of the Apennines. This measure 
Marlborough ceased not to urge by every argument in 
his power, both upon Joseph and the duke of Savoy. 
But between these two personages an excessive jealousy 
had arisen. The emperor^ looking to his own interests 
alone, preferred securing the conquest of the Milanese 
to every other consideration; while Victor Amadeus 
threatened to withdraw entirely from the league, were 
not his particular wishes consulted, and his views of 
aggrandisement realised. It was to no purpose that 
Marlborough impressed upon all parties the benefits 
likely to accrue upon the conquest of Toulon. With a 
jealousy of the maritime powersj as narrow as it was 
ill-timed and imjust, they both affected to treat the pro- 
j^t as tending to the benefit of England alone ; and 
though they could not venture positively to pronounce 
against it, they nevertheless postponed its accomplish- 
ment from day to day. Nor were the shameful dissen- 
sions which prevailed among the different commanders 
in Catalonia subjects of trivial concern to Marlborough* 
Peterborough had long ago been suspended^ and was now 
a wandering intriguer from court to court. Lord Gal- 
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way^ his weak and unfortunate successor^ was become 
not less unpopular than he ; and the temper of the king, 
as well as ^e state of his party^ gave conclusive evidence 
that no British officer, at least, would be able to restore 
confidence or unanimity. 

In like manner the turn which affairs had lately taken 
in Germany was far from gratifying. The mai^ave 
of Baden, after a long and painful illness, died ; and 
the army there being left without a commander,, sus- 
tained a signal defeat. The strong position of Std- 
hoffen was stormed and carried ; and Villars, bursting 
into the Palatinate, spread horror and dismay around. 
Almost at the same moment the disputes between the 
emperor and the king of Sweden, which it had cost so 
much trouble to allay, were revived ; nor were they 
finally settled, except by the assumption of a tone on 
Marlborough's part more decided than he had yet seen 
proper to employ. So many misfortunes befsJling at 
one and the same moment preyed strongly upon the 
mind of the general ; yet were they but as a drop of 
water to the sea, when compared with the uneasiness 
and chagrin whidi the intelligence received day after 
day from home occasioned. 

Something has been said in anothar part of this 
sketch, touching the growing alienation of the queen 
from the duchess of Marlborough, and the unconquer- 
able aversion expa-ienced by her majesty towards the 
whigs. Over the latter feeling, the semblance of a vic- 
tory had been gained during the last session of parlia. 
ment ; and so long as the duke remained in England, 
even the former seemed to be suspended ; but he had 
scarcely quitted the court ere both die one and the other 
revived with increased violence. That Harley and 
St. John secretly encouraged the queen in her prejudices, 
lady Marlborough had long asserted, and Godolphin, 
if he refused to go along with her to the full extent of 
conviction, was not free from suspicion. It needed 
but the occurrence of an event in itself neither extrftf- 
ordinary nor important to attest the full truth of her 
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assertionB^ and to conyinoe even Marlborough himself 
that he no longer possessed the confidence of his sove. 
reign. 

Long before anj positive coldness arose between them, 
lady Marlborough^ weary of a continual attendance at 
court, had recommended to the queen a poor relative of 
her own^ the daughter of a reduced gentleman^ by name 
Abigail Hill. Mrs. Hill, educated in high tory prin- 
ciples, soon made herself agreeable to her royal mistress, 
and^ as usually happeni^ in such cases^ was not mindful 
in her prosperity that a debt of gratitude remained due 
to her first patroness. She not only encouraged the 
queen in resisting the political demands of lady Marl- 
borough^ but directed her attention, with very unneces- 
sary minuteness^ to all the most* offensive expressions in 
her grace's letters^ till in the end she succeeded in effect- 
ing an absolute transfer of the royal favour to herself. 
Harley was neither slow to perceive, nor backward to 
avail himself, of this circumstance. Being equally with 
the duchess related to Mrs. Hill^ he found no difficulty 
in contracting with her the closest intimacy; and he 
contrived^ through her influence^ to establish an authority 
over the mind of the queen more despotic than he had 
hitherto exercised. 

Though the designs of Harley and the new favourite 
were not concealed from the eyes of others^ the duchess, 
mther blinded by pride or confident in her own judg- 
ment^ persisted in believing that there was nothing in 
their conduct capable of exciting alarm. Under this 
delusion she continued to labour till information unex- 
pectedly reached her, that Mrs. Hill^ without condescend- 
ing to consult her original patroness, had given her 
hand in marriage to a Mr. Masham, a gentleman in the 
queen's service^ who^ not less than herself, owed all his 
success in life to the duchess. Then^ indeed, this high, 
spirited woman began to suspect that her relative had 
^yed false. She wrote warmly, and perhaps haughtily, 
to Ae queen ; received a cold and caustic reply ; and be- 
came aware that her suspicions were not groundless. 
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Nor was it long ere other and more convincing proofi 
were afforded that the queen had thrown herself into 
the arms of a secret faction. Two hishoprics^ with 
certain odier valuable pieces of church preferment, fell 
vacant The ministers, and among the rest Marlbo- 
rough and Godolphin, recommended able men of whig- 
gish principles for promotion: their advice was not 
only not adopted, but sir William Dawes and doctor 
Blackball, both of them avowed tories, not free from 
suspicion on the score of jacobitism, were nominated 
to the sees. It was in vain that Marlborough and Go- 
dolphin remonstrated warmly against such appointments, 
holding out threats that, should they take place, their 
own resignation must follow. The queen persisted in 
asserting her right to exercise the prerogative according 
to her own will ; and the two friends were completely 
baffled. 

The consciousness of loss of influence which fol- 
lowed upon this proceeding was not the only nor the 
most harassing evil which rose out of it. The whigs, 
who had never reposed absolute confidence in Marlbo- 
rough, avowed their belief that he was now deceiving 
them, and gave loose to the animosity which they had 
for some time suppressed, but had i^ever been able tp 
overcome. It chanced that to the repeated applica- 
tions of lord Halifax for some office which he might 
hold together with the auditorship of the exchequer, 
Marlborough had steadily opposed himself. A great 
deal of altercation had taken place between them, pro- 
ducing its customary effect, coldness and alienation. 
An open rupture now occurred, which led to* conse- 
quences exceedingly painful to the feelings of Marl- 
borough. His brother, admiral Churchill, a Jacobite at 
heart, and, as such, abhorred by Halifax and the whigs, 
became exposed to prosecution on a charge of neglect of 
duty; nor were the intercessions of the duke in his 
favour, though made in a tone more humble than might 
have been assumed, so much as honoured with a reply. 

Undermined by Harley, and distrusted by the whigs^ 
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M^lborough saw that his influence was on the wane ; 
nor was it any gratification to him that almost every 
post brought 1dm assurances that his enemies were not 
likely to use much delicacy in the exercise of such power 
as &ey possessed. The supplies and recruits necessary 
to keep his army effective were either held back alto- 
gether^ or afforded with a sparing hand. Plans sug. 
gested by him were scrutinised with a closeness to 
which he had heretofore been unaccustomed ; and his 
wishes as to the choice of persons for different employ. 
m&it8 abroad were not always obeyed. It soon ap- 
peared^ moreover^ that the tory party had not confined 
thdr intrigues to the court of St. James's alone: 
Marlborough found himself out of favour with the 
elector^ at a moment when^ above all others^ he had a 
right to expect the contrary*; nor was it but by the 
application of consummate address that he succeeded in 
removing the impression which his highness had received. 

In ccmducting the v(duminous and irksome corre- 
spondence arising out of a state of things so unsettled^ 
the summer of 1707 was dhiefly spent. It is true that 
no man could exhibit more of temper or discretion than 
Marlborough ; for even lord Peterborough^ who visited 
him on his way home^ failed in drawing him into the 
utterance of one rash or unguarded expression. Yet 
was his satisfcu^on great, when. In the month of 
August, the prospect of mcure active operations opened 
upon him; not merely because he hoped, by a brilliant 
victory, to recover the confidence of the queen, but 
because the very act of superintending the movements 
of the army in the field promised to divert his thoughts 
into a more agreeable and important channel. The 
drcumstanees which led to this renewal of the campaign, 
if we -may so speak, were these : — 

The emperor, after completing the conquest of the 
Milanese, at length consented to hazard an attempt 

• Marlborouch had, not long before, with great diflBcult^, obUined for 
the decior of Hunover the command of the army on the Rhine, vacated by 
the death of the maxgtKf of JBaden. 
VOL, n. H 
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upon Toulon ; and prince Eugene was commanded^ at 
the head of 35,000 men, to penetrate into Provence for 
that purpose. Towards the end of June the inarch 
b^;an, an English fleet sweeping the coast at the same 
moment. The enemy offered no resistance; and on the 
26th of July, Eugene pitched his tents in the camp of 
Valette, in the immediate vicinity of the place. Had 
an assault been given that night, there is every reason to 
believe that Toulon would have fallen, for the fortifica- 
tions were decayed, and the garrison intimidated ; but 
Eugene, declining to adopt this course, attacked it in 
form, though unable, by reason of the paucity of bis 
infantry, to complete the investment The consequence 
was, that the French made haste to cdlect an army for 
the purpose of raising the si^; and towards the com- 
pletion of it, Vendome received orders to detach thir- 
teen battalions and twelve squadrons. Marlborough no 
^ner became acquainted with the march of this detach- 
ment, than he resolved to bring Vendome to battle; 
and the deputies being with difficulty persuaded to 
sanction the measure, he concentrated his army upon the 
Dyle. 

The corps composing the allied army having been a 
good deal scattered, it was the evening of the 8th ere 
they made good their consolidation. On the 10th the 
river was passed, and on the 11th head-quarters were 
established at Genappe. Vendome was not left long 
in ignorance of this movement ; and guessing the reason, 
he instantly put his columns in motion, and abandoiied 
his lines at Gemblours. He pushed upon Seneff, Marl- 
borough marching at the same time towards Nivdle; but 
the latter movement was no sooner communicated to him 
than he again ordered his people under arms. He 
retreated now with such precipitation, that, in spite of 
the efforts of count TiUy, whom Marlboron^ detached 
with a select corps to harass him, he gained, almost 
without firing a shot, the strong position of St. Denis, 
where, covered by the confluence of the Haine and one 
of its chief tributary streams, he ventured to make a 
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short halt Marlborough had scarcely begun to threaten^ 
ere he again quitted his ground^ never pausing till he 
had gained Chievres^ whence a single day*s journey would 
carry him beyond the Scheldt and into possession of the 
chain of forts which command it. Marlborough heard 
of this march with extreme regret. He could not in- 
terrupt it^ being detained by showers^ which rendered the 
roads impassable to artillery. Nevertheless^ his quarters 
were fixed on the 14th at Soignies^ where a succession of 
rainy weather kept him stationary for a fortnight. On 
the 1st of September^ however^ he was again enabled to 
move. That night he was at Ath^ on the 5th he crossed 
the Schdd above Oudenard, and on the 7th reached 
Helchin^ the enemy retiring with the utmost celerity 
bdiind the Marque^ where an entrenched camp was 
formed imder the guns of Lille. In this attitude both 
parties remained for some time; the allies anxious to 
seize the slightest opening for battle^ while the French 
were especially on their guard that no such opening 
should be afforded. 

Things were in this state^ when intelligence came in of 
the absolute failure of the attempt upon Toulon, and the 
return of the allies into Italy. The happy moment, which 
Eugene had permitted to pass by, never returned ; and 
whether it was that he felt little interested in the oper- 
ation, or that his means were shamefully inadequate, the 
siege, when formally begun, made no pn^ess. At last 
the assembling of a large army in his rear compelled 
him to abandon the enterprise. He embarked his artil- 
lery and stores with all haste in tiie English fleet, and 
retreated, as he had advanced, by the Col di Tende. 
Having reduced Susa, and thus secured the avenue into 
Piedmont, he suddenly broke up his army ; sending the 
imperialists into Lombardy, embarking ihe Palatines 
for Catalonia, and permitting the Hessians to return into 
Germany. 

Though deeply mortified by the result of this ex. 
pedition, of which he had been tiie prime mover, and 
from which he had anticipated so many advantages, 
H 2 
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Marlborough still continued to exert himself to restone, 
if possible^ that good feeling between the courts of 
Vienna and Turin^ to the absence of which he justly 
attributed the present misfortune. It was dear^ indeed^ 
that on the side of Proyence nothing was now to be 
gained; stilly if he could prevail upon the allies to 
nominate Eugene to the chief command in Spain^ he 
looked forward to better things there ; and to the ao. 
complishment of this great end he directed all his 
diligence and ingenuity. It was not^ however^ an easy 
matter to overcome the jealousies of princes so proud 
and so unreasonable as those with whom he had to deal. 
The negotiation was therefore still incomplete^ when the 
approach of winter brought the campaign to an end ; 
and it behoved him to make arrangements^ previous to 
his own return to England^ against the next. With this 
view^ he met the elector of Hanover and count Wratis- 
law at Frankfort He then visited the Hague^ and held 
a conference with the states-general^ after which he re- 
turned for a short space to his army^ still in position at 
Helchin. About the middle of October, however, the 
weather being fairly broken, both parties, as if by common 
consent, quitted ihe field; and the duke, leaving his 
lieutenants to dispose the several brigades in wintar 
quarters, set out again in his travelling carriage for the 
Hague. 

Having spent about a fortnight here, Marlborough 
set sail for London, where he arrived on the 7th 
of November (old style). He found the feuds in the 
cabinet more bitter than ever, and a division among 
parties such as had never existed since the Revolution. 
Both whigs and tories, though fiercely opposed to 
one another, seemed to have united thdr efibrts against 
himself and the lord treasurer; while they equally 
espoused the cause of Peterborough^ and equally assailed 
the character of admiral Churchill. We cannot pause 
to describ^^ even shortly, the turbulent proceedings in 
both houses during the first month of the session. Ltit 
it suffice to state, that the most insidious efibrts were 
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made to cast reflections on Marlborough himself; that 
it was seriously proposed to weaken the army in Flanders, 
by detaching from it 15^000 men for service in Spain ; 
and that not the least active in these intrigues against 
the peace and honour of his patron was Mr. secretary 
Harley. The queen, moreover, with the obstinacy 
whidi characterised her, insisted on nominating her 
own friends to the vacant sees; nor could all the renum. 
strances of Marlborough and Godolphin prevail to effect 
a change in this determination. At last, however, the 
treachery of Harley became so palpable, that one course 
imly remained for them to adopt. They formally resigned; 
lefiused to attend a cabinet coundl when summoned; and 
Harley, incapable of conducting the affairs of the nation 
alone, solicited permission to retire. Great efforts were 
made to mix him up in the treason of bis clerk, Gregg; 
but they failed ; nevertheless, his retirement from office 
served as the signal for a renewal of perfect confidence 
between Marlborough and the whigs. 
> Unanimity was hardly estaUished, when the nation at 
large became alaraoed by the threat of an invasion from 
France, for the purpose of restoring the exiled family 
to the throne. The most energetic preparations were 
made to meet and repel the danger. Marlborough, by 
virtue of his authority as commander-in-chief, not only 
sent every disposable man to Scotland, but recaUed ten 
battalions from Flanders ; while the admiralty equipped 
a fleet, in a space of time unprecedentedly brief, against 
which the enemy could make no head. Numerous sur- 
rests, moreover, took place : the duke of Hamilton with 
other suspected persons were committed to the Tower ; 
Edinburgh castle was strongly garrisoned ; the habeas 
<uNrpu8 act was suspended, and the nation declared to 
be in a state of war. These mea«ires were attended with 
the most perfect success. The chevalier St. George, 
having with difficulty put to sea, found himself watched 
«t every station by the English squadrons ; and after 
•▼ainly attempting to land both in the Fordi and at In- 
a, was oompelled to return to Dunkirk. It needed 
H 3 
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but this to complete the (Humph of Marlborough OTcr 
aU his enemies. In spite of the increased and increasiiig 
hostility between the queen and the duchess^ the latter 
of whom treated her sovereign with very little delicacy^ 
Marlborough^ if he recovered not the confidence of the 
crown^ obtained that of the people ; and when the i^ 
proaching dissolution of parliament set him free to re. 
sume his place at the head of the army, it appeared as 
if his influence were at least as extensive as it had been 
at any previous period. 

On the 2d of April (O. S.), 1708, Marlborough reached 
the Hague, where, with prince Eugene, who had been 
recalled from Italy, and the pensionary Heinsius, he ar. 
ranged the plan of the campaign. It was agreed thai a 
great effort should be made in the Low Countries, but 
diat the design should be masked by the formation of 
two grand armies ; one under Marlborough in Brabant, 
the other under Eugene on the Moselle : that while the 
elector of Hanover acted defensively on the Rhine, £u« 
gene should march suddenly to the westward, and, form- 
ing a junction with Marlborough, that they should force 
die enemy to a battle ; the consequences of which, should 
it prove successful, they justly estimated at the highest 
Many difllculties must, indeed, be surmounted, ere the 
scheme could be realised; sudi as the persuading the 
elector of Hanover to act a secondary part ; the obtain- 
ing of large supplies from the emperor and the deetor 
palatine ; and the keeping completdy in the dark all the 
members of the Dutch government, except the pensionary. 
Nevertheless, by dint of great personal exertions, by 
visiting Hanover, yielding somewhat to the prcjudioii 
of its sovereign, and alternately flattering and curbing 
the petulance of the other parties, these illustrious war- 
riors finally succeeded in bringing their project to betf. 
No doubt this success, on Marlborough's part at least, 
was not efiected without the endurance of some aUoy ; 
he had scarcely quitted his native shores when feuds and 
dissensioini again began ; and his return was eagerly so^ 
lidted, not by the duchess only, but by Godolphin and 
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tlie heads of his own party. Yet^ though fully sensible 
to the benefits which might have attended a compliance 
with the request, he was also keenly alive to the dangers 
Hkely to follow, should he, at such a crisis, abandon the 
aeat of war. He, accordingly, sacrificed what may be 
texmed party interests to the public good ; and leaving 
the whigs to imagine what they pleased, and the tories to 
cury on their intrigues free from interruption, he con 
tmued at his post as generalissimo of the allied armies. 

During this interval the French monarch, encouraged 
by the results of last campaign, was straining every nerve 
to bring into the field a force siqierior, on all points, to 
that of the allies. In the Low Countries, Vendome 
still held the command, though there were joined to him 
in authority the dukes of Burgundy and Berri, with the 
chevalier de St George, who acted as a volunteer, and 
WIS followed by a number of his chief adherents. His 
troops were recruited to the amount of 100,000 men ; 
and he received instructions to assume the initiative, 
wkale other and not less prudent precautions were taken 
in order to give to him a decided superiority. It had 
long been ascertained, that with the government of the 
Dutch the people of the Netherlands were discontented ; 
secret negotiations were, in consequence, opened with 
iome of the most influential inhabitants of the great 
towns, and a plan for the betrayal of them into the hands 
of the French was arranged. So prudently, moreover, 
was the affiur managed, that of the full amount of their 
danger the allies were not made aware till the power of 
guarding agunst it had been taken away; and hence 
dieir earlier arrangements were made under the double 
disadvantage of a want of cordiality among acknow. 
kdged friends, and the operations of determined trea* 
ebery among secret enemies. 

Having received from prince Eugene a promise that 
he would join him ere the month expired, Marlborough 
Repaired, on die 9th of May, to Ghent. He had re. 
viewed the British division cantoned there, and issued 
(Mders that it should march to the place of general ren. 
H 4 
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dezTOQS near Brussels^ when an accident opened oat to 
him the partictdars of a conspiracy^ of which he had not, 
for some time past, been without suspicion. A woman 
was detected in the act of putting a letter, under very 
peculiar circumstances, into the post-office: she was 
seized^ and the letter opened and read ; when the whole 
details of a plot for the admission of a French force into 
the citadel of Antwerp became manifest. Marlb(Mroug^ 
lost no time in defeating a design which, had it been 
fully accomplished, must have seriously afifected the 
issues of the war. He hastened to the camp, whither 
a continued and excessive drought hindered the more 
remote of the detachments from immediately following; 
and made such dispositions as the case would allow for 
opposing the threatened advance of the enemy. 

Meanwhile Vendome, disconcerted by the failure of 
his attempt upon Antwerp, made a forward movement 
to Soignies, where, at the distance of three leagues from 
tlie English lines, he halted. A great and decisive action 
appeared inevitable; for the enemy considerably sur- 
passed the allies in numbers, and it was well known 
that Marlborough had determined not to decline a battle, 
should such be ofiered. An excess of prudence, how- 
ever, or the expectation that more might be effected 
by manoeuvring than by fighting, induced the enemy to 
keep aloof. They suddenly broke up their camp, and filed 
rapidly to the right through B<»s Seigneur Isaac to Brain 
TAllieu ; where, in a position which placed them on the 
flank of Marlborough, and in some degree threatened 
both Brussels and Louvain, they again istood stilL The 
duke received intelligence of their situation on the 31st, 
Doubtful of their intentions, yet justly apprehensive for 
the safety of Brussels, he feU back with all haste upon 
Anderlecht ; where his tents were scarcely pitched ere 
further information came in, which indicated a des^^ 
on their part to attack Louvain. The allies had lost 
several marches by their retrogression to Anderlecht; 
nevertheless Mariborough determined, if possible, to 
anticipate the enemy, and to save so important a place. 
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He put his columns in motion that very night; and 
marching without a check through a perfect deluge of 
rain, he contrived, by noon on the second day, to reach 
the strong position of Pare: here he established himself, 
fixing his own head-quarters in the abbey of Terbank, 
while those of Overkirk were in the suburbs ; ,and so 
perfect was his triumph over the calculation^ of Ven- 
dome, that the latter resumed his ground at Brain 
TAllieu without venturing to strike a blow. 

From the 4th of June, the date of his arrival at Pare, 
up to the beginning of July, Marlborough was, by a 
chain of unlocked for disappointments, kept idle. Eu. 
gene, unable to control the unruly passions of the 
elector, found it impracticable to march, as he had pro. 
mised; and without his assistance, Marlborough was in 
no condition to act on the offensive against a general so 
wary, yet so bold, as Vendome. It was to no purpose 
that he despatched courier after courier to hasten Eu- 
gene in his arrangements. That officer, harassed by the 
jealousies of his coadjutors, could only lament ^e ne- 
cessity which restrained him ; while, to use the expres- 
- sive language of the duke himself, '' the slowness of the 
Germans was such as to threaten the wcHrst conse- 
quences.'' At last, however, it pleased the elector to 
become reconciled to the state of things under his own 
particular control. Eugene was thus set free to follow 
the bent of his own inclinations; and the long looked for 
movement of the army of the Moselle towards Brabant 
began. But, though conducted both with skill and ra- 
pidity, it came too late to hinder the occurrence of more 
than one untoward event, of which a few words will suf- 
fice to ccmvey a sufficiently accurate idea. 

Allusion has already been made to the general dissatis- 
faction of the Flemings under the harsh and oppressive 
government of Ae Dutch. There was scarce a town of 
any importance in which the French had not their ageiits ; 
•and all looked to the present crisis as offering peculiar 
facilities for the accomplishment of their wishes. Ven- 
dome ^teitained a similar opinion. He calculated that^ 
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could he make himself master of Ghent^ which oom- 
manded the course of the Lys and the Scheldt as well 
as of Bruges^ the very centre of Marlhorough's water 
communications^ a greater olgect would he accomplished 
than even a victory in die field might attain ; whilst the 
reduction of Oudenard^ which must without doubt £oL- 
low^ would entirely destroy the connecting link between 
Flanders and Brabant. Such were the projects which 
he carefully meditated during the protracted delay of 
his illustrious adversary at Louvain ; and to their ful- 
filment, so soon as his arrangements were omiplete, he 
devoted all his strength and talents. 

On the evening of the 4th of July the French army 
broke up from Brain 1' Allien, and marched rapidly upon 
Hall and Tubise, where it was intended to pass the 
Senne. At dawn on the 5th, several light corps fell off 
from the main body, one of which, proceeding quickly 
towards Ghent, took possession of the town and invested 
the dtadeL Within six hours from the fall of this im- 
portant place, Bruges likewise surrendered to a similar 
detachment acting under the orders of the count de la 
Motte; while Damme, which the same officer imme- 
ately summoned, rejecting his offer, he attacked and took 
by storm the fort of Plassendael, on the canal. To these 
enterprises, an English division under general Murray, 
which lay at Mariekirk, could oflfer no efibctual oppo. 
sttion ; and even a body of cavalry, which Marlborough 
sent out to support it, arrived too late. Marlborough 
was not less chagrined than indignant at the manner in 
which these successes were obtained. Leaving useless 
complaints, and not less useless alarm, to be expressed 
and experienced by the authorities at Brussels, he de« 
termined to check the enemy at all hazards; and with 
this view put his cdumns in motion, at an early hofur in 
the morning of the 5th. 

The allies reached Tul»se just in time to witness, 
without being able to prevent, the passage of the Senne 
by the enemy. A like issue attended the pursuit towards 
the Dender, of which Vendome likewise made good 
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the passage^ losing 300 men of his rear guards and al- 
most ail his boats and pontoons. Serious apprdiensions 
were now entertained for Oudenard, of which the works 
were imperfect^ and th^ garrison feeble; nevertheless, 
that nothing might be omitted for its preservation^ Mail- 
borough instructed general Chandos, who commanded at 
Ath^ to draw what detachments he could from all the 
fortresses near^ and to dirow himself with diese, and a 
squadron of dismounted dragoons^ into the place. Chan- 
dos obeyed his instructions with great alacrity^ and 
Oudenard was rendered secure against a coup de main. 

A variety of evolutions now took place^ having for 
their common object the occupation of the strong posi. 
tion of Lessines on the Dender^ by which the approaches 
to Oudenard may be said to be commanded. On one 
hand, V^fidome, after investing Oudenard on two sides^ 
and ordering up a train of heavy artillery from Toumay, 
qtdtted a post where for some days he had lain ; on the 
other, Marlborough, leaving 4000 men to secure Brus- 
sels, broke up his camp at Ath, and pushed upon Her- 
fdingen. The enemy had taken the initiative in diese 
movements ; the distance which they were required to 
traverse fell, moreover, considerably short of that which 
the allies bdioved to compass ;' while the Dender lay 
between Marlborough and the ground in the occupation 
of which his safety was invdved. Nothing daunted by 
these considerations, Marlborough, whom Eugene had 
jdned, though without a single company or squadron in 
his train, began his march in four columns, at two 
o'dock in the morning of the 9th of July. He accom- 
plished five leagues without making a pause ; he gave 
his troops five hours to rest ; and at the beating of the 
tattoo was again in full march, a strong advanced guard 
preceding him. This body, of which general Cadogan 
was at the head, Ibade such despatch, that by midnight 
it crossed the Dender, on bridges constructed by the 
troops themsdves ; thus securing the camp of Lessines, 
just as the heads of the enemy's columns arrived in 
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sight, and holding it till the main body was in a con- 
dition to take up the ground. 

The consternation of Vendome, when informed that 
the allies had prevented him in his design, was great 
beyond conception. He had calculated certainly on the 
disinclination of Marlborough to expose the towns in his 
rear ; and made no doubt of being able to press the 
si^e of Oudenard at leisure, should he once establish 
the covering army at Lessines. He was petrified on 
learning that all his opinions had been formed on mis- 
taken grounds. Marlborough was not only master of 
the defence of Oudenard, but had boldly thrown himself 
between the enemy and their own frontier. It was a 
i^tep on the possible occurrence of which no one had 
reckoned ; and it produced a degree of alarm among the 
French, which Vendome found it impossible to restrain. 
Orders were promptly issued for a retrograde movement 
upon Gavre, where crossing the Scheld it was deter- 
mined to restore the communications which had been 
thus unexpectedly cut off. 

For some time back serious misunderstandings had 
existed between the dukes of Burgundy and Vendome. 
The state into which their affairs were thrown by the 
decisive manoeuvre of Marlborough tended in no de- 
gree to restore harmony ; and as the allied generals were 
not ignorant of the fact, they were not remiss in striving 
to take advantage of it. No sooner, therefore, was it 
ascertained that the enemy were moving towards Gavre, 
than Marlborough resolved to follow, with the double 
intention of deUvering Oudenard from investment, and, 
should a favourable opportunity offer, forcing Vendome 
to give battle. With this view, a strong advanced guard, 
under general Cadogan, was ordered to mardi at day- 
break cm the 15th. It was given them in charge to 
clear the roads, to construct bridges near Oudenard, and 
to establish themselves across the Scheld ; and at eight 
o'clock on the same morning the main body was com- 
manded to move, with the whole of the cavalry in front, 
and the artiUery in rear. Every thing was done vnth con- 
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fitBEDinate sMll and regularity. At half past ten Cadogan 
reached the Scheld ; hy noon the hridges were complete ; 
and the whole of his cavalry^ with twelve battalions of 
foot, took up a position along the high road that extends 
between Eyne and Bevere. 

While tiie allies were thtts striving to anticipate the 
enemy, the latter, in absolute ignorance that two leagues 
only divided them from Marlborough's advance, were 
leisurely crossing the river. They made good their 
passive about noon, after which they turned to the left, 
and somewhat disorderly, because in fancied security, 
b^an to move. No great while elapsed ere the heads 
of the columns, as well as several foraging parties which 
they had sent out, became visible to Cad(^an. He 
charged the latter with his cavalry, drove them back in 
confusion, and was himself charged in turn by a corps 
of French dragoons ; upon which he retired again to Ids 
position, where he became an object of suspicion and 
dread to the enemy, who believed that the whole of the 
allied army stood before them. They accordingly halted ; 
and observing at the moment a heavy column of horse 
in the act of crossing the river, drew in th»ir patrols, in 
order to avoid exposing them to the attack of superior 
numbers. 

It was well for Cadc^an and his little corps that a dif- 
ference of opinion among the French generals kept them 
from either falling on more boldly towards their front, or 
hazarding an attempt upon the bridge. Had either step 
been taken, the advanced guard must have perished ; for 
the main body was far in the rear, and not all the exer. 
tions of Mailborou^ and Eugene succeeded in bringing 
it into the line for a space of two hours. With the 
cavalry, indeed, which 1^ the way, Marlborough pressed 
forward so soon as the perilous situation of Cadogan 
became known, and by traversing no inconsiderable por- 
tion of the way at fall ffallop, he succeeded in coming 
up just as the enemy appeared in cirAeT. But the 
infantry, wearied with past exertions, and encumbered 
with knapsacks and blankets, marched more slowly ; in- 
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deed^ the leading companies succeeded not in gaining 
the bridge till past three in the afternoon. Each corps^ 
however, as it arrived, whether horse or foot, was moved 
promptly into position; and six guns being planted in 
battery on a commanding eminence, the whole assumed, 
by degrees, an imposing attitude. 

The tract of country about to become the site of one of 
tiie most obstinate batties in modem times, is not only 
remarkable for its great military strengtii, but for its 
picturesque beauty and high state of cultivation. It has 
been described by one of the most classical of Marl, 
borough's biographers, and on the authority of an eye- 
witness, in terms which we cannot pretend to alter but 
for the worse. " At the distance of a mile north of 
Oudenard," says Dr. Coxe, " is tiie village of Eyne. Here 
the ground rises into a species of low but capacious am- 
phitheatre. It sweeps along a moderately sized plain, 
southward, to near the glacis of Oudenard, where it is 
crowned by the village of Bevere, and numerous wind- 
mills. Turning westward, it then rises into another 
broad hill, under tiie name of the Boser Couter ; and the 
highest point is near a tilleul or lime-tree, and a wind- 
mill overlooking the village of Oycke. From tiienoe the 
ground curves towards Marolen; and the eye glancing 
over the narrow valley watered by the Norken, is arrested 
by anotiier upland plain, which trends by Huyse, gra- 
dually sinking tiU it terminates near Asper. A line 
representing the chord of tiiis semidrde would' com- 
mence about a league from the confluence of the Norken 
with the Schdd, and traverse the plain of Heume, 
which is nearly as high as the amphitheatre itself. 
Within this space, two scanty rivulets, gushing from the 
base of the hill of Oycke, at a small distance asunder, 
embrace a low tongue of land, the middle of which rises 
into a gentie devation. The borders of these rivulets, 
and a part of the intervening surface, are intersected 
with endosures, surrounding the farms and hamlets of 
Barwaen, Chobon, and Diepenbeck. At the source of 
one is the castellated mansion of Bevere or Brian^ at 
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that of the other the hamlet of Rhetelhoeck^ situated in 
a woody and steep recess. These streams uniting near 
a puhlic house^ called Schaerken^ proceed partly in a 
double channel along a marshy bed to the Scheldt near 
Eyne. The Norken^ rising near Morlehem^ beyond 
Oycke^ runs for some distance almost parallel to the 
Scheld ; then passing by Lede^ Mullem^ and Asper^ it 
meets another streamlet from die west, and terminates 
in a species of canal, skirting the Scheld to a consider- 
able distance below Gavre. The borders of the Norken, 
like those of the other rivulets, are fringed with under- 
wood, coppices, and thickets ; and from Mullem to Her- 
lehem the woods are skirted with avenues. Behind, are 
enclosures surrounding a small plain, which terminates 
beyond the mill of Royeghem. Between these is a hollow 
road, which leads up to the hill of Oycke." Such was 
the arena on which Marlborough and Vendome were des- 
tined at length to try their skill : the former taking post, 
as fast as his brigades came up, along the high grounds 
between^evere and Moor^hem mill; the latter stretdiing 
across the plain from the hill of Asper on the left almost 
to Wanneghem on the right 

While their line was forming in the order just de« 
scribed, the enemy kept a corps both of infantry and 
cavalry in Eyne, of which they had taken possession 
when ^hey drove back Cadogan's horse. Marlborough 
had no sooner brought an adequate force into position, 
than he gave orders to attack the village ; and the service 
was gallantly executed by Cadogan's division. The 
infantry descended the hill, crossed the rivulet near 
Eyne, while the cavalry passed a little higher up, and 
penetrating to the rear, cut off all communication between 
the troops within the village and those without. A shaip 
contest ensued ; but it ended in the total defeat of the 
enemy, three entire battalions of whom laid down their 
arms, while eight squadrons were broken and cut to pieces 
as they strove to escape across Ae Norken. This blow 
served to convince Ae French leaders that a general 
action was unavoidable ; and they resolved, in opposi^ 
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tion to the opinion of Vendome^ to give rather than 
reoeiye the charge. 

Had any thing like unity of purpose existed even 
now between the dukes of Burgundy and Vendomej 
the issue of this great battle might have been different ; 
but to the last they continued to thwart one another. 
Burgundy commanded a strong corps to pass the Nor- 
ken^ and to occupy die rising road between the rivulets 
of IKepenbeok and Chobon. General Grimaldi> who led 
this attadc^ approached the brink of the stream; but 
finding that a mass of Prussian cavalry was prepared to 
receive him^ and that a column of British infantry were 
fast approaching to their support^ he drew off again and 
to(^ post near the mill of Royeghem. Mean while^ Yen- 
dome seing the danger of bringing on an action at the 
point where the enemy would have most desired to be 
attacked, directed his left to advance; but the order 
being countermanded by Burgundy, no movement took 
place. It was now Marlborough's turn to change his 
ground. He had seen, not without divining its cause, the 
threatened attack by the right ; he suspected that another 
and a more formidable would soon follow, and he re- 
solved to meet it by making such dispositions as the 
nature of the ground would allow. Twelve battalions 
were promptly moved up from Eyne to support the light 
troops which lined the hedges about Groenevelde, while a 
further force of 20 battalions, under the duke of Argyle, 
threw itself upon Schaerken. It was hig^ time Uiat 
these corps should be at their posts. The enemy, 
strengthened by large drafts from the left, gradually 
prolonged the line to the right, till they completely ouU 
flanked the allies, and then advancing at quick time 
attacked every hedge, field, and farm-house with the 
utmost fury. A fierce and obstinate battle ensued. It 
was fought, too, either hand to hand, or by the fire of 
musketry alone; for such was the precipitancy with 
which both sides ruriied into battle, that scarcely a field- 
piece could be brou^t to bear. 

While this struggle was going on, Marlborough with. 
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drew brigade after brigade from bis rig)it> and throwing 
each fresh division as it arrived to the lefi of those last 
formed^ he gradually shifted his ground so as to render 
the point assailed not the c^itre^ but almost the extreme 
rig^t^ of his line. His next measure was to keep the 
enemy's left in cheeky by drawing up along the edge of 
the morass which skirts the Norken^ a body of Prusoan 
horse^ while with his own left he manoeuvred to overlap 
the enemy's rights and cut it off. Some desperate fight* 
ing attended the progress of this masterly evolution : a 
corps of cavalry which he sent forward to dear the plain 
alxNit Royeghem^ was annihilated by a fire of musketry 
from the enclosures ; in like manner his infantry suf- 
fered heavily while dislodging the Fr^ich tirailleurs from 
the hedges and coppices about the castle of Bevere and 
Schaerken^ yet was the design completely successfuL 
Marshal Overkirk^ pushing rapidly with his Dutch di- 
visions round the slope of the Boser Cauter^ gained the 
mill of Oycke^ where he brought up his left shoulder till 
he had completely turned the enemy; while Argyk^ 
carrying every thing before him^ broke off all connection 
between the troops at Groenevelde and those bdiind the 
mill. Thus was the right of the French army sepa- 
rated entirely from its centre and left ; the only road of 
communication being by the mill of Royeghon^ and the 
ravines and passes of Marol^. 

Daylight^ which had long been waning, now totally 
disappeared ; yet the combat was sustained with a d^ree 
of obstinacy rarely equalled. The battalions fought singly^ 
in open fields^ behind hedges and ditches^ or in gardens^ 
barn-yards^ and other enclosures; and the horizon seemed 
on fire with the ceaseless flashes of their mudcetry. But 
they fought by no means upon equal terma* The left 
of the enemy^ encumbered by the morass^ could bring 
no support to their comrades on the right ; while the 
allies, doubling round that devoted wing, swept it on 
both flanks, in the rear and in front, with murderous 
voQeys. As day closed in, however, the elects of the 
darkness were gradually experienced by themselves in 
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a very awlward manner; they aimed their fury one 
upon another; and it required all the activity of the 
generals and other officers to check such a iire after it 
had once hegun. To stop the carnage^ indeed^ it became 
necessary ta cease firing altogether; and ^e enemy^ 
gladly availing themselves of the pause^ stole off as 
they best could from the field of battle. In this junc- 
ture^ Eugene^ with happy forethought, commanded the 
drums of his own battalions to beat the French tMsem-' 
hUe; and instructed the refugee officers that served 
under him, to call idoud the numbers and titles of such 
regiments as they knew to be in the field. The mea. 
sure was attended by the most successful result : mul- 
titudes of fugitives dropped in by ones and twos upon 
the Dutch and British line, and they were idl, to the 
amount of some thousands, made prisoners. Never- 
theless, the enemy's loss was both directly and propor- 
tionally less severe than might have been expected: 
Vendome, indeed, seeing that all was lost, withdrew his 
people with admirable coolness ; and though he failed in 
collecting immediately about himself more than 20,000 
men, his exertions undoubtedly saved the lives of three 
times that number. The total loss of the vanquished has 
been computed at 6000 killed and wounded, with 9000 
prisoners; nor did that of the victors fall short of 5000. 
The retreat of the enemy was disorderly m the ex- 
treme ; for though the right had scarcely been engaged, 
a panic fell both upon men and officers, which Vendnne 
found it impracticable to control. Scarcely an effisrt was 
made to form a rear-gusurd ; while the whole mass. Joining 
the ftigitives from the battle, fled pell-mdl along the 
road to Ghent. It was impossible for Marlborough^ so 
long as darkness endured, to attempt any pursuit ; but 
on the first blush of dawn, forty squadrons w«:e sent out, 
who hung upon the enemy's rear, cut off both strag- 
glers and baggage, and created serious alarm throughout 
their ranks. It was of the utmost consequence, likewise, 
that an imfinished line of walls, which connected the 
Scheld with the Lys betwe^ Ypres and Wameton^ 
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should be seized ; and of these general Lottum^ who 
commandeil the detached corps^ made himself master. 
Such was the state of affairs^ when Eugene departed for 
Brussels^ in order to hasten the march of his own army. 
Marlborough likewise^ after seeing to the wounded and 
prisoners^ broke up^ and on the l6th of July established 
his head-quarters at Werwick^ with his left at Comines^ 
and his right extended towards Menin. 

In the meanwhile^ Vendome had fallen back behind 
the canal of Bruges^ where he was joined by the duke 
of Berwick at the head of a large reinforcement ; and 
his army again amounted^ at a moderate computation^ to 
100^000 men. Here he made haste to entrench him- 
self; for though France lay exposed to insult^ almost to 
her very centre, it was scarcely to be feared that MarL 
borough, cut off from his supplies by way of Ghent, 
would venture to leave Lille and Touirnay in his rear. 
Nor was Vendome deceived in this supposition. By 
Marlborough himself, indeed, the propriety of carrying 
the war into the enemy's country was strongly urged ; 
and the practicability of doing so was fiilly demonstrated 
by the facility with which town after town submitted 
to the parties sent out for the purpose of levying con- 
tributions. Nevertheless, even £ugene considering the 
design as too hazardous, he abandoned it, and applied 
himself to the task of out-manoeuvring his opponents, and 
laying siege to Lille : and it was a task attended with 
difficulties of no ordinary magnitude. Not to mention 
that, in point of numbers, the enemy had in the field an 
army superior to his, Marlborough was cut off, by the 
occupation of Ghent and Bruges, from all water com- 
munication with Antwerp. Every gun, therefore, every 
wagon, every round of ammunition and entrenching 
tool, must of necessity be transported from Holland by 
land ; and when the delay and inconvenience attending 
such a procedure is considered, it cannot surprise us to 
learn that the idea was held in utter ridicule by the 
French officers. 

LOle^ the capital of French Flanders, was, at the 
I 2 
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period of which we are writing, considered to be one of 
the strongest places in the world. Situated upon a swampy 
plain, it was begirt by works constructed under the eye 
of Vauban, who had added greatly to their defensibility 
by the erection of a citadel even more regular than 
the town itself. It was garrisoned by 1 5,000 excelknt 
troops, under the command of marshal Boufflers, an 
officer conspicuous among his compeers for the talent 
and obstinacy with which he had defended more than 
one fortified place. It was against this city, covered 
by a field force of 100,000 men, that Marlborough and 
Eugene proposed to commence operations ; and that, too, 
in the face of all the difficulties arising out of remote 
magazines, and the dangers likely to attend the transport 
of stores. When it is stated that the nearest depot was 
Brussels, a city twenty-five leagues distant from the 
scene of action ; that the stores necessary at the very 
opening of the siege required 15,000 horses to convey 
them ; and that the train, when in motion, covered fif- 
teen miles of road, some notion will be formed of the 
risks attending its progress, through a country possessed 
chiefly by the enemy: and when it is further stated, that 
this prodigious train made good its journey without the 
loss of so much as one man or one horse, the genius of 
him who planned, not less than the vigilance of those 
who executed, the march, will, we presume, receive from 
every reader the highest commendation. Yet such is 
the fact. Though the enemy were well aware of the 
very day when it was intended that the whole should 
set out, and saw the train more than once during its 
progress, such was the accuracy of Marlborough's calcu- 
lations, that they were never aUe so much as to hazard 
an attack. The convoy set out from Brussels on the 
6th of August, and on the 12th came into 'the allied 
camp at Helchin, whither Marlborough had advanced te 
meet it the day before. 

In no trifling degree influential towards the safe-con- 
duct of this important convoy was prince Eugene. That 
gallant chief, after concerting matters with Marlborough^. 
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had rejoined his own anny at Brassds^ with which he 
manoeuvred so as to distract the attention of the enemy; 
and he now arrived^ to make final di^ositions for the 
investment of the place. These were speedily accom- 
plished. The prince of Orange having on the 11th 
surprised the abhey of Marquette^ already occupied all 
the space between the Upper and the Lower Dyle; 
while Eugene^ crossing the Marque to communicate with 
bim^ gradually drew on the drcfe till it became com- 
plete^ and placed Lisle in a state of Uodcade. The con- 
duct of the siege was thus entrusted to him^ Marlborough 
taking upon himself the care of covering it j and he had 
under his command an army composed of 50 battalions 
of infantry^ with a train of 120 battering guns^ 40 mor- 
taxs, 20 howitzers^ and 400 ammunition wagons. 

We left MarllxHrough, after the retreat of the French 
beyond the canal of Bruges^ encamped at Werwick. On 
the 15th of July he moved to Menin^ and^ as we have 
just stated^ again shifted his ground on the 12th of 
August^ by marching upon Helchin. Here the great 
convoy from Brussels re'ad^ him ; and here, for the 
double purpose of protecting £ugene's dispositions, and 
watching die progress of such fresh supplies as were 
approaching, he remained till the 23d. On the morning 
of that day, however, he passed the Scheld at Pottes, 
and fixing his head-quarters at Amougies, threw himself 
on the line of coihmunication between the armies of the 
doke of Berwick and Yendome. But these generals, 
determined at all hazards to f(»:m a junction, marched 
by drcuitous routes one towards the other; Yendome 
crosdng the Schdd- at Ninove, while Berwick moved 
from Mons throng Herine. On the 30th they accord** 
ingly united in the plain between Oramont and Lessines, 
and on the 2d of September were in position between 
Blandin and Willemeau, with 140 battalions, and 250 
squadrons, amounting in all to 110,000 men. A corps 
of 20,000 had been left, under thre count de la Motte, 
to cover Ghent and Bruges. 

Marlborouj^ was soon made acquainted with this 
I 3 
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formadon; and not doubting that the next movement 
would lead round the source of the Marque into the 
country between that river and the Dyle, he made dis« 
positions to meet and avert the threatened danger. He 
recrossed the Scheld, marched in a direction nearly pa- 
rallel to that followed by the enemy, and arrived on the 
4th of September in a position which he had previously 
selected, having his right in the village of Noyelles, and 
his left in Peronne. Nor was he deceived in the notion 
which he had assumed as to the designs of Vendome ; 
for that enterprising chief doubled round the Marque by 
the very route anticipated, and appeared in front of the 
allies within the space of two hours after they had taken 
up their ground. Here he halted ; and here, for the 
space of twelve days, both armies continued stationary. 

While these movements were in progress, Eugene was 
pressing the siege with all the diligence which an in- 
adequate equipment, and an engineer department the 
reverse of perfect, would allow. On the 22d of Au- 
gust, about eight o'clock in the evening, the trenches 
were opened; on the following night, the chapel of 
St. Magdalen, which the garrison had converted into an 
outwork, was stormed and taken, and the parallel being 
extended, two batteries were thrown up, which opened 
their fire at daylight. The night between the 24th and 
25th was spent in tracing out the second parallel, and 
obtaining such cover ^s would permit the men to work by 
day ; and an additional battery of cannon, as well as several 
mortars and howitzers, began to play the same evening. 
On the 26th, soon after dark, the garrison made a des- 
perate effort to recover the chapel ; they succeeded, and 
razed it to the ground. But the progress of the several 
attacks was not interrupted for a moment. The third 
parallel was drawn to the river on the 27th, and fresh 
batteries being constructed and armed over night, the 
whole began to batter in breach at dawn, on the morn- 
ing of the 28th. There was a fortified mill near the 
gate of St Andrew, from the occupation of which the 
besiegers expected great advantages. It was gallantly 
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carried on the SQth ; but the fire from the town came 
80 murderously upon it^ that the assailants were com« 
pdled to retire. The same thing took place next day ; 
upon which £ugene commanded that it should be 
burned^ and the garrison could not hinder the order 
from being obeyed. 

By this lime, the whole of the battering guns were 
mounted ; and their fire, besides subduing that of the 
enemy, effected a wide breach in the salient angle of the 
counterscarp of one of the homworks. It was stormed 
that night ; and, in spite of a defence in the highest de- 
gree creditable to the garrison, a lodgment was effected. 
Fresh approaches were immediately pushed towards other 
portions of the works, which a vigorous sortie, executed on 
the 10th of September seemed scarcely to retard; and new 
batteries being erected, a sap was at the same time run in 
the direction of the covered way. As, however, the lat- 
ter occurrence did not befall till the 17th, Marlborough, 
who visited the trenches on the 18th, expressed himself 
grievously disappointed with the progress made ; but 
on the 20th, ihe works being considerably advanced, 
another assault was hazarded. It put the besi^ers in 
possession not only of part of the covered way, but of a 
demi-bastion, and several places of arms ; though with 
a loss whidi, in the eyes of some, more than counter- 
balanced the advantage obtained, inasmuch as it fell not 
short of 2000 men. , 

We have already stated, that while the covering army 
under Marlborough occupied a position between Noyelles 
and Peronne, the combined forces of Berwick and Ven^ 
dome took up a corresponding allignment in their ftonU 
The right of the enemy extended towards Ennevelin, and 
their left rested upon Gondecourt ; and all their pro- 
ceedings led to the betief that a desperate effort would 
be made to raise the siege. During the interval be- 
tween the 5th and the 7th, for example, strong working 
parties were employed in clearing out the defiles and 
repairing the roads; and at an early hour in the morning 
of the lOth^ iheir whole line was in motion. But MarU 
I 4 
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borough had not wsBted the breadiing spftce tfaue afibrded 
to him. Besides moying up a considerable nmhrce^ 
nient fitmi the besieging army^ he bad devoted ni^t and 
day to the strengthening of his position^ and now stood 
secure behind a chain of field-works^ which it wouid 
have been nothing short of insanity to attempt The 
village ci Sedin, indeed^ in advance of his ^treme 
rights was attacked and taken ; but no ^eirther hosttHttes 
were hazarded. The same thing occurred Inore dian 
once, from the 10th to the 15th ; the French repeatecQy 
reconnoitring Marlborough's lines, and, as it would ap« 
pear, with little satisfaction to themselves; when they 
suddenly withdrew entirely from his presence, and f^ 
back upon Bachy Base. On the l6th diey were en* 
camped on the other side of ^ Marque, between the 
windmill of Fottes and Aubert la Trinity. 

Accuratdy corresponding vnth these movements were 
the attitudes assumed by Marlborough. The l6di saw 
him thrown back upon his left, and oocupyii^ a new Hne 
between Peronne and Forest He thus faced his adversa* 
ries, though on a new front; and when they again 
marched to their ri^t, he likewise filed to the left^ till, 
on the 20th, his camp extended from Leers to Trdfl&y. 

It was in the midst of these evolutions that the horn- 
work of Lille was assaulted and taken, as has just been 
described, after a severe struggle. Among the wounded 
on that occasion was Eugene himself; a misfortune whidi 
caused great regret to Marlborough, and imposed upon 
hhn a double load of care and anxiety. There was no 
officer, possessed at onoe of sufficient Tank and talent, to 
whom the conduct of the siege could be entrusted; and 
hence he was cidled upon not only to observe Vendome, 
but likewise to keep the besi^ng corps to their duty. 
He was not inattentive to either dass of these important 
trusts. Every morning saw him on horseback at the first 
blush of dawn : when all was quiet in frt>nt, he Tode back 
to the lines ; and he returned again every evanng, ^b»t 
he might be at hand to observe such measures as his 
skilful antagonist might adopt By thus appearing, as 
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It were^ at aH points wtae ^nger threileoed^ or kboitr 
TTas to be endured^ he infused so much of his own zeal 
and energy into those around him^ that on the 29d tlie 
^hole of tte tenaSIons f^, together with a large portion 
of the coveted way. 

We hare had frequent occadon to pdnt ont^ that 
Marlborough> like a master*^irit^ not only managed the 
affisdrs of his own partioidar province^ but in a gt^eat dr. 
gree conducted the war^ by his eounsel and advice^ im 
an points of the arena. The l^tack on Tonlon having 
fitiled^ and matters becoming dmly less and less satis^ 
factory in Spain^ he had proposed that a diversi<m should 
be made in favour of Ihe Netherlands^ by landing a body 
of troops in Normandy. UDl<»timatdy^ ike oommand 
of tlie expedition was entrusted to general Erle^ an of. 
ficer sufficiently intelligent and braVe as a Seccmd^ but 
quite incompetent to guide an ind^>endent force, by 
reason of his excessive dread of responsibility. The 
appearance of a few bands of irregular tro<^ itJong the 
beadi served to alarm him into a persuasi^m that no good 
would accrue from the meagre ; he therefore i^^sed to 
permit even an attempt at kn^ng^ and returned to the 
Downs, after a profitless absence of a ffeW weeks. Marl* 
borough was mortified at the occuitence; yet, with cha- 
racteristic energy, he sought to turn even Mlure to 
account. He caused £ile's division to be landed at 
Ostend, whence alone it was now practicable to procure 
materials for the siege ; ahd he found the general highly 
useful in collecting and forwiffding atores, in spite both 
of the distance and the difficulties whidh attended their 
transport. 

Though the siege proceeded mmre idowly than was 
expected, the enemy had not only suffered much in ^e 
loss of liieir outworks, but b^an to exp^ience a defi. 
ciency of powder an6 other necessaries for a protraded 
defence. They found means to communicate theh: situ« 
atbn to Vendome, who strained evay nearve for theit 
rdief, till, perceiving ^at all other devices failed, he 
ado^ptted the following bold but hazardous expedient. 
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He caused a body of cavalry to load their horses each 
man with a bag containing forty pounds of powder on 
the croup of the saddle. By following a circuitous route, 
they passed unperceived along the flank of Marlborough's 
army, and dashing at an interval in the lines of the be. 
si^ng force, endeavoured to cut their way into the town. 
They were vigorously and promptly opposed; yet, though 
multitudes fell, the greater number contrived to make 
good their passage, amid the plaudits of the very men 
who strove to check them. The supply, which came 
very seasonably, was received with thankfulness by the 
governor; and the fire from the town, which had of late 
slackened, was renewed with fresh vigour. 

The French generals, hopeless of raising the siege by 
violence, endeavoured now to place the besiegers in a 
state of blockade, by cutting the sluices of the canals, 
inundating the low lands, and closing up the several 
avenues which led to Brussels and to Antwerp. The 
road to Ostend alone remained open, yet even it was 
threatened; and it became a matter of the first consider- 
ation that an ample convoy should be sent up, while yet 
the means of so doing were within reach. Erie was ac 
cordingly instructed to prepare every disposable horse 
and wagon, and to load them all with such munitions 
as the place contained; while general Webb, at the head 
of 6000 men, was detached as an escort for their 
protection. The rumour of these proceedings no sooner 
went abroad, than Vendome and Berwick broke up 
from their camp, and manceuvred to intercept the sup- 
ply.. Marlborough was not slow on his part in meeting 
them with counter-movements. Like the pieces upon a 
chess-board, these great armies shifted from post to post ; 
while the leaders of each strove to conceal the real means 
by which the one sought to destroy, the other to secure, 
the valuable prize. On the one hand, the count de la 
Motte was commanded to march from his camp of ob- 
servation at Brussels, and to lead ^2,000 men upon the 
expected escort; on the other, Cadogan, with twelve 
battalions and 1500 chosen horse, marched by a 
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parallel road to support it On the 27th of September 
the convoy quitted Ostend; it crossed the canal of 
Nieuport at Leffinghen the same nighty and directing its 
course by Slype and Moerdyke, sought to defile through 
Cochlaer, under cover of the wood of Wynendale. From 
that moment the utmost vigilance was needed in every 
officer and man attached to the escort. Webb^ with 
singular promptness^ threw I6OO infantry into Ouden- 
burg^ just in time to save it from La Motte. Mean- 
while the cavalry under Cadogan was at Hoghlede^ 
sending out parties as far as Ichteghem^ where some squa. 
drons of French horse were seen^ though they did not 
risk an encounter. Cadogan immediately hastened to 
Tourout^ upon which Webb had commanded the escort 
to concentrate ; and the whole being brought together^ 
they marched upon Wynendale. Here the heads of 
La Motte's columns became visible in a plain^ through 
an opening between the wood and a low coppice. Webb 
instantly pushed forward his cavalry to occupy their at- 
tention^ and, throwing two regiments into the woods 
on either flank^ formed in two lines^ so as to lean his 
right upon the castle of Wynendale. In this position 
he awaited Lia Motte^ who came on with great show of 
resolution^ in very superior numbers. The action was 
severe while it continued^ but it was short The corps 
stationed in the woods, as well as a cloud of skirmishers, 
whom Webb had disposed with admirable judgment 
among the brushwood, reserving their fire till the 
enemy's line was passed^ opened, at a few yards' distance, 
with murderous effect upon the flank, and threw them 
into a state of disorder, from which they could not be 
recovered. They broke and fled, in spite of the exer- 
tions of their leader to rally them ; and the convoy which 
had passed in the interval by the rear of the wood, came 
in without the loss of a single wagon to Menin. Im- 
mediately the labours of the siege were resumed with 
fresh energy; and Eugene being now able to superintend 
them in person, hopes of a speedy and glorious termin- 
ation were encouraged. 
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A new expedient was devised by Vendome for the 
purpose of averting the threatened danger. He moved 
with a considerable detachment from the Sdidd ; passed 
through Ghent ; joined count de h, Motte between Moer. 
dyk and the canal which connects Bruges with Plassen- 
dad; opened the shiices there, as he had done dsewhere^ 
and laid the whole country under water to the very bor- 
der of die Dyke. . He tiien reinforced the garrison of 
Nieuport; and establishing a post of 1000 foot and 
600 horse in rear of Leffinghen, completdy cut oiff* all 
communication between Ostend and the lines. Marl- 
borot^ no sooner heard of these designs^ than he endea- 
voured to prevent them ; but he was too late. The 
entire face of the country resembled a large lake ; and 
it was only by ])acking amimmition in skins^ and con- 
veying these in flat boats^ that fatther supplies could be 
sent up. A curious kind of warfare was the conse- 
quence^ boat engaging boat^ and wagon contending with 
wagon ; nevertheless supplies were still procnied^&ough 
with increased hazard^ and in diminii^ed quantities. 

Things were in this state^ when marslud Overkirk^ at 
once the ablest and the most tractable of dte Dutch com- 
manders^ died. Marlborough lamented hhn both on 
public and private grounds^ and obtained for his son a 
continuance of the pension which the father had received 
from the British government ; but though naturdly fed- 
ing, he was not in a situation to permit the indulgence 
of useless sorrow. Lille still hdd out ; while the inde- 
fatigable Vendome^ by surprising the important post of 
Leffinghen^ cut off the last link which connected the 
besiegers with ^ depdts. Had BoufHers been aware of 
Ais circumstance^ ft is highly probable that he would 
have continued his defence ; for &ough iihe body of the 
place was breached, and an assault threatened, the gar- 
rison wte numerous, and llie means of resistance amjde : 
but he was not aware of it. On the 2Sd of October^ 
thwefore, itfter sixty days of open trenches, he proposed 
to capitidatfe ; and, as an act of justice to his gaikaitry 
and skill, was permitted to name his own terms. He 
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yielded up the town ; and retiied^ to sustain a second 
siege with the remains of his garrison^ into the citadel. 

The French troops were scarcely withdrawn, and the 
allies put in possession of the town^ ere the attack of the 
citadel began, with all the vigour which the exhausted 
state of the magazines would permit. To recruit these, 
moreover, numerous parties were from time to time sent 
into France, which swept away corn, cattle, and other 
necessaries, from the open country ; while Marlborough, 
as he had previously done, maintained a commanding po. 
sition, so as to cover both the besiegers and their foragers. 
As any direct efiPort to interrupt the siege was esteemed 
hopeless, Vendome imd Berwick made haste to devise 
a new plan of operations. They detennjned to make a 
dash upon Brussels, where the principal magazines of 
the allies were deposited ; and as a strong party among 
the inhabitants favoured their design, they entertained 
slender doubt of its accomplishment. While, therefore, 
they themselves continued to hold their entrenched camp 
alon^ the course of the Scheld, thus separating the allied 
army from the point threatened, they directed the elector 
of Bavaria, who had recently returned from the Rhine, 
to nvirch from Toumay, upon the capital of Brabant. 
The elector, at the head of 15,000 men, arrived before 
the place on the 24th of November, and immediately 
summoned the governor to open his gates. It was for. 
tunate for the confederate cause that the command of a 
place so important had been entrusted to an officer of 
courage and experience. M. Paschal rejected the ene. 
mys proposal with disdain; and though his garrison 
amounted to scarce 7000 men, at once maintained 
lumself against their a^^roaches^ and overawed the 
disafiected among the burners. 

With the intuitive readiness of a great general, Marl- 
lxMt>ugh had foreseen this attempt, and was prepared, so 
soon as the enemy's jdans were developed, to counteract it. 
He bad caused reports to be circulated of an intended 
breaking up of his own army for the winter ; which were 
the more readily credited, in consequence of the rex^^val 
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of the field ardUery to Menin^ and the ostentatious 
selection of quarters for himself and his staff at Cour- 
tray. As his first march likewise led in the direction 
of the latter town, even his own people were deceired ; 
while the enemy, secure as they imagined themselves 
to be, ceased to exercise even common vigilance. But 
in the midst of these false impressions, he suddenly bent 
his steps towards the Scheld, of which, imder the very 
guns of the enemy's advanced works, he made good 
the passage at three points. Assembling his whole 
force on the heights of Oudenard, he advanced against 
the corps entrenched there, and drove it, almost without 
firing a shot, back upon Grammont. The road to Brus- 
sels was thus opened, and Marlborough lost no time in 
seizing it. Sending back Eugene to resume the siege, 
he pushed with the remainder of the army towards Om-> 
berg; and occupying with a strong detaclunent the town 
of Alost, arrived himself on the 29th at Brussels. The 
elector precipitately retreated, leaving his cannon and 
wounded behind; and Marlborough ent^ed the city in 
triumph. 

This brilliant manoeuvre being executed, and ample 
stores forwarded to Lille, Marlborough withdrew to the 
Rhine, in a position outside of which he continued in- 
active till the beleaguered fortress submitted. It capitu- 
lated on the 1 1th of December; and the enemy, naturally 
concluding that the campaign was at an end, broke up 
for the winter. But, advanced as the season was, Marl- 
borough felt that not yet could repose be granted to his 
weary troops. Though himself labouring under a severe 
indisposition, he formed the bold design of recovering 
both Ghent and Bruges; and on the 18th of December the 
former city was invested, Eugene covering the attack 
with the corps recently employed at Lille. Vendome 
had thrown a strong garrison into this place, and in- 
structed La Motte the governor to imitate the exam^e 
of Boufflers, by holding out to the last extremity: but 
his instructions were inadequately fulfilled. On the 24*th, 
the trenches were opened ; on die 25th, a feeUe sortie 
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failed to arrest the progress of the workmen ; and on the 
dOth^ when the hatteries were ready to act^ the governor 
proposed to capitulate. He was admitted to terms^ such 
as would not have heen granted had the season of the 
year been more favourable to the besl^ers ; and Ghent 
once more acknowledged the sovereignty of Austria. 

On the very day which witnessed the evacuation of 
Ghent^ a deputation of magistrates arrived from Bru- 
ges^ with the welcome intelligence that from it also the 
French garrison was withdrawn. The example was 
followed by the troops in Plassendad and Leffinghen 
who abandoned their posts without waiting to be threat- 
ened. Thus were all the places which had been lost 
during the earlier part of the campaign recovered ; aft^ 
which^ Marlborough and £ugene^ leaving to count Tilly 
the charge of lodging the m«i in cantonments^ departed 
for the Hague. 

While this memorable campaign was in progress^ 
events occurred elsewhere^ calculated none of th^n to 
enliven^ many to excite the disgust of our great com- 
mander. In Spain and Italy^ the war^ if it assumed not 
an absolutely unfavourable aspect, made little progress ; 
in Germany, no advantage was taken of the enemy's 
acknowledged weakness ; the elector of Hanover in undis- 
guised ill-humour resigned his command; Victor Ama- 
deus became daily more and more selfish ; the king of 
Prussia, beginning again to complain of honours and 
bribes withheld, t^eatened to diminish his contingent ; 
and the pope, after excommunicating the emperor, levied 
troops, and commenced hostilities. Meanwhile^ the state 
of parties at home became daily more and more embar- 
rassing. Partly by his own imprudence, partly through 
an excess of zeal in the cause of his patron prince 
George, admiral Churchill rendered himself so obnoxious, 
that his very brother was at last compelled to counsel 
ins retirement from office ; while the whigs made use of 
every victory, only for the purpose of paving the way 
to another. 

At length the prince of Denmark died^ and the part^ 
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which he had supported, sometimes with greater good- 
will than discretion, lost its chief rallying point. Somen 
now came into office as president of the coimcO ; Whar« 
ton was appointed lord lieutenant of Ireland ; and lord 
Pembroke advanced to the dignity of lord high admiraL 
These promotions were speedily followed by a palpable 
and rapid loss of influence on the part of Godo^hin. 
Directing her original dislike of the whigs towards the 
minister by whom she had been induced to accept their 
services, the queen now looked upon the noble treasurer 
with an unfriendly eye ; while Halifax and Sunderland 
plagued him with constant cabals, seeking their own ad- 
vancement at every expense of the public service. Thus 
deserted by his sovereign, and exposed almost single- 
handed to the persecutions of Ids political enemies, 
Godolphin ceased not to importune Marlborough with 
entreaties to return ; a mode of proceeding in which, 
strange to say, he was ably seconded by the duchess. It 
was a serious cause of chagrin to Marlborough, that the 
state of afl^drs on the Continent would not permit him to 
obey these solicitations; so serious, indeed, that even the 
sudden change of tone perceptible in the correspondence 
of the duchess scarcely sufficed to console him under it. 
Sanguine hopes had been encouraged, both by the 
duke and the treasurer, that now at length, when the 
active season of the year was expired, the former would 
be enabled to pass over to the assistance of his party. 
These herpes were not realised; for the states refusing to 
sanction the departure both of Marlborough and Eu- 
gene, and the latter claiming the right of withdrawing 
during the earlier winter months, Marlborough could 
not, however anxious, dispute the point. He remained, 
therefore, at the Hague up to the middle of February ; 
exerting himself all the while to restore unanimity 
among the allies, and to smooth away every impedi- 
ment to a successful opening of next campaign. Nor 
weafe his exertions mi^laced. By judicious management, 
the king of Prussia was restored to good humour; the 
pope was pacified; and the exorbitant pretensions of the 
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duke of Savoy^ if neither gratified nor set aside^ were 
at all events eluded. 

In the meanwhile other and not less delicate causes 
of anxiety arose. The pressure of the contest in which 
she had so long heen engaged hegan now to he severely 
fidt by France, where the total destruction of foreign 
commerce, together with a constant drainage of sup. 
plies for the armies abroad, were productive of great 
suffering among all classes in the community. In spite, 
itioreover, of his successes in Spain, Louis could not but 
fed that on the whole the results of the war had been 
unfavourable to him; and he looked forward, not with- 
out serious apprehension, to the return of summen 
Under such circumstances, he began to direct his views 
to the re-establishment of peace; not, as he had hitherto 
done, by seeking avowedly to alienate the allies from one 
another, but by proposing terms so favourable, that 
doubts of his sincerity could scarcely fail to be excited. 
Of these proposals, as one by one they were brought for- 
ward, Marlborough took care tibat his own government 
jshould be made acqu^nted; and when, in February, 
170ft he crossed over to London, he brought with him 
information so ample, that by many he was believed to 
come in the capacity of mediator in a definitive treaty. 
We cannot pretend to give of these transactions the fidl 
and accurate details which their importance may seem 
to demand; but the following may be taken as a brief 
epitome of the progress and result of this negotiation. 

On the present, as on every previous occasion, Louis 
began by making to the states and the empire such 
overtures in secret as the reports of his spies led him to 
believe would best conduce to the furtherance of his own 
wishes. To the Dutch, for example, he professed his 
readiness to relinquish Spain and the Indies, the Mi- 
lanese and the Netherlands, provided he could obtain 
the kingdom of the Two Sicilies for his grandson. He 
added to this an assurance that the question of the 
boundary should be adjusted to the perfect satisfaction 
of the states ; and that numerous commercial advantages 

VOL. u. K 
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should be secured to than. While his eiiussaries hdd. 
this language at the Hague^ the pope was commissioned 
to inform the emperor that the duke of Ai^u would 
readily yield to the archduke Charles both the Spanish^ 
Itdian territories and the Netherlands, provided he were 
permitted to retain the sovereignty of Spain itself and. 
the Indies. These insidious and artful proceedings^, 
though not long concealed from Marlborough^ excited, 
in his mind far less of uneasiness ihsn arose out- of. 
others which succeeded ihem. The enemy^ perceiv-. 
ing that little was to be done by intrigues which bore 
upon their face the stamp of insincerity, adopted a new 
expedient; and, by an affectation of perfect openness,, 
endeavoured to rouse into action those jealousies which .a 
sense of common danger kept dormant. It was accord- 
ingly requested, in the name of the French king, that 
plenipotentiaries should be privately received, by whom- 
such proposals of peace might be submitted as would be 
agreeable to all the allies. Assurances were, moreover^ 
given, that no question connected with Spain, the Indies,. 
Milan, or the Low Countries, would be permitted to. 
stand in the way of an accommodation; that a satii^ac- 
tory barrier would be granted to the Dutch ; and that 
Louis would award to each of the powers adequate satis- 
faction on every point where thdr pretensions were rea- 
sonable. Upon this basis, and upon none other, w^s it 
now proposed that negotiations should be opened^ and 
the exhausted condition of their country raidering the 
statesrgeneral well disposed to adopt it, to Ma)*lborottgh 
the question was referred for ultimate decision. 

Marlborough was not unaware that, among^ other 
charges brought against him by his enemies, he. had 
Wn accused of protracting the war for the mere g^r^d^. 
fication of his own avarice. We are well inclined to 
believe that the charge, if not absolutely, groundless,, 
was grossly exaggerated ; yet is it just to allow that 
both Marlborough and the duchess gave frequent and 
glaring proofs that there were few things in life which 
they, valued so much as money. On the present occi^ 
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don, howerer^ whaterer the duke's inoHnatloiiB might he^ 
he possessed both rectitude and tact enough to decline 
the dangerous responsibility thus pressed upon him. 
The question of peace or war was referred without re- 
8eryati<m to the queen's g^yemment; and Marlborou^ 
stood f(M*ward in the single and obvious character of a 
(Mplomatist or pablic agent only. A great deal of cor- 
respondence pffissed in consequence between him and the 
treasura-^ while he yet lingered at the Hague; and 
after he returned home^ the propositions of the French 
monarch formed the principal subject of discussion be- 
tween him and his colleagues. 

On the 1st of Mareh^ 1709^ Marlborough arrived in' 
London ; on the 2d he took his seat^ amid the warm 
congratulations of the assembly^ in the house of lords. He 
received^ as usual^ the thanks of parliament^ and voted 
for the ''act of grace;" a decree of the legislature which 
determined that no man should be called to account f<Hr 
the part which he might have acted prior to a certain 
date^ in any disputes relative to the succession. But ir^M 
the queen he received no maite of kindness^ nor even> 
of civiHty. The inMetice of Mrs. Masham^ ^e violence 
of the duchess^ sad the humiliating pontion into whidf 
she was thrown with respect to the whigs^ seem to have' 
completely alienated Anne from her ancient favourite ; 
while the whigs themsdves scru|>led not to demonstrate^ 
by every imaginable proceedings an absolule distmsf 
in their half-tory coadjutors. Both Marib^pough and' 
€todolphin were treated with studied cddness. JtiM^ 
viduals the most decidedly opposed to them in every: 
respect were advanced to offices of trust; till at last both' 
the general and the treasurer fdt that they contitmed in' 
office by suflhranee only; nay^the very viotciries achieved' 
by Marlborough had majdfes^lost their lustre in the eyes 
both of the government and thepeople. It was under these 
distressing and humiliating drcumstanoes^ that Marlbo. 
rou^ was invited to return to the Hi^e^ for the purj^ose 
of carrying on the negotiation, of the repeit of which he^ 
Iktd been the bearer; at the same time that it'wtt m^i^ 
K 2 
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than Inroadly hinted to him that the people of England 
required a peace hoth honourable and of speedy con- 
clusion. 

Marlborough visited the Continent twice during the 
spring of this year, and twice returned to London^ in 
order to explain the order of his conduct^ and receive 
fresh instructions. Nor wa-e these precautions by any 
means uncalled for. In the first place^ the French 
monarch left no artifice of diplomacy imtried^ for the 
purpose of blinding and over-reaching the allies. At 
one moment he proposed to dismember Spain ; to resign 
a large portion of it to Charles of Austria^ and to 
reserve tie remainder for his grandson. At another^ 
he held out on the subject of the Dutch frontier alone ; 
refusing to give up the very places of which^ above all 
others^ it appeared to Marlborough that the command 
ought not to remain with France. Nor were other and 
less worthy temptations wanting. The marquis de 
Torcy, Louis's agent^ scrupled not to try the fidelity of 
Marlborough with the ofier of bribes to an enormous 
amount; from which^ according to the narrative of 
Torcy himself, the English general turned away with 
coldness and dignity. No reproaches were, indeed, cast 
out against the French diplomatist. At that age, and 
imder such circumstances, reproaches would have heesk 
absolutely thrown away ; fw: bribery was then the grand 
argument to which all men yielded ; and Torcy, in ap- 
plying it to Marlborough, only tried him by the very 
simie test which he had himself found effectual in num- 
berless instances. But Marlborough took no notice of 
the ofiers ; contenting himself with profound silence, or 
instantly diverting the conversation into some other 
channel. Finally, he brought forward the ultimatum 
of England, to which the rest of the allies subscribed ; 
and it was formally handed for consideration to the 
French monarch. Spain, the Indies, and the Milanese^ 
were demanded in absolute integrity by king Charles ; 
two months only were allowed to Philip for the evacu- 
i$ion of Spain ; the recognition of the queen's title to 
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the throne of England^ the expulsion of James from the 
soil of France^ and the dismantlement of Dwikirk as 
a fort^ were claimed ; a numher of strong places^ hoth 
in the Low Countries and elsewhere^ were required to 
be conceded ; and besides a variety of stipulations in 
favour of the duke of Savoy, a treaty of commerce be- 
tween France and England was suggested. Last of all, 
it was stated, that if, at the dose of two months, Spain 
were not evacuated by the French troops, and the strong 
holds in Italy and the Low Countries possessed by Dutdi 
or German garrisons, the armistice should immediately 
cease. It must be confessed, that these were harsh 
terms, when submitted to a sovereign still exceedingly 
powerful, and during many years accustomed to dictate 
to his neighbours. We cannot, therefore, be surprised 
to find that they were without hesitation rejected, and 
that the negotiations which depended upon them were 
abruptly concluded. 

We are not ignorant that on Marlborough was laid, 
by the party writers of his own time, the chief blame of 
forcing France into a renewal of the war. FrobaUy he 
was far from mourning over the occurrence, either as 
a public or a private calamity : but let justice be done. 
His own correspondence, given to the world by arch- 
deacon Coxe, distinctly proves that he considered many 
of the conditions as harsh and uncalled for. In favour 
of some, he had, indeed, taken his ground ; and from 
that neither bribes nor arguments could prevail upon 
him to move. He insisted upon the necessity of dis- 
uniting for ever the crowns of France and Spain ; and 
on the subject of the dismantling of Dunkirk he was 
not less decided ; but to the suspicious and short-sighted 
policy which sought to impose upon Louis the necessity 
of withdrawing beyond the Pyrenees within the space 
of two months, he stood avowedly opposed. '' I have 
as much mistrust for the sincerity of France," says he, 
in a letter to Grodolphin, " as any body living can have ; 
but I will own to you, that in my opinion, if France 
bad delivered the towns promised by the preliminaries, 
K 3 
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and demolished Dunkirk and the other towns mentioned^ 
they must have been at our discretion ; so that if they 
had played tricks^ so mueh the worse for .themselv^ ; 
hut I do not love to be singular, espedaUy when it was 
doing what France seemed to desire." This^ wijbh 
many other remarks, more especially in his letters to the 
duchess, p-ove to demonstration th^t Marlboroi^h was 
not disposed to throw unnecessary impediments in the 
way of peace. Nor ought the fact to be kept out of 
view, that, in conducting this n^otiation, he was only 
one of two commissioners. Lord Townshend land^ 
along with him at the Hague, <m the 18th of May ; and 
ceased not to take his Adl share in all the conferences 
and epistolary ccNrespondence which ensued. 

During the whole of the period occupied in conducts 
ing these n^otiations, bo^ liOuis 4md the allies, as if 
aware in ^diat they would tenmnate^ left no measures 
untried in order to recruit their respective forces, and 
bring them early into '^e field. On the side of the 
oonfederates, indeed, jth.e re^ussness usual among bel- 
ligerents of their da^ jaroduced its wonted effect. 
Marlborough found not the continental powers only, but 
England herself^ ill disposed to continue the expenditure 
necessary towards ihe eliciency of the army ; never- 
theless, he contrived so far to recruit Ms corps, that^ 
^when all hope of accommodation died «way, he was 
enabled to count up<m a disposable army of not less .than 
110,000 men. Nor were the French more inactive on 
their part in restoring the losses sustained in previous 
campaigns. Marshal YiUars^ one of the moat 6)rtu]iate 
if not the ablest of their generals, was now at the head 
of affidrs. He conmuaided an airmy in no respect in- 
ferior, if it failed to ^cceed, that oi the allies; and he 
occupied an allignmeit w^ch soemed to place Kim 
beyond the reach of molestation, at tlie same time thi^it 
eflfectuaUy covered the north-eaatem frontier of France. 
He lay in rear of a chain of fortified vilh^ges^ between 
Douay and Bethune, having his right covered by canals 
and morasses^ and his left by streams and #,wa«)ps; 
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"While the^st of 1a ^Bass^e, strengthened hy ntimeto^ 
'fidd.wori» tmd ledouhts^ constituted a convenient poMt 
'd^Qppui for Ins centre. 

It was the 12tfa of June when Marlborou^ abd 
Eugene^ wfao^ on the breiddng off of the n^;otiati<m^ had 
liQrried forward to Brussels^ found themselves in a con- 
dition to quit that dty and move to the front. On the 
13th they arrived at Alost^ where a flying camp was 
formed^ and during some days were employed in review- 
'ing the separate divisions of the army. But it was not 
till the 21st that the state of the roads^ rendered im. 
passable by a succession of heavy rains^ enabled them to 
'concentrate upon a line between Courtray and Menin. 
Here a sort of council of war being hdd^ the possil^ty 
of forcing the enemy's entr^chments was considere<^ 
88 well as the policy of reducing one or more of the 
«trong towns whidi covered the northern frontier ^ 
'France; and as the former project appeared beset widi 
many ^fficulties^ from which the latter was free^ it was 
"arranged that for the present the operations shotdd be 
-erafined to a campaign of sieges. Finally^ as the ^rift 
^dce lay between Yptes ttnd Toumay^ of which l^e 
one was^ beyond all comparison^ more important iSuttith^ 
either, it was resolved to b^gin with Tonmay^ caie b^g 
taken so to guide their nfturicSieB^ that Villara might be 
held in su^iense^ if not deod ved into a beHef that Y^pres 
'WBsactoidly thiieateftied. 

Our limits at^too narrow to pennit adetailed aoeotmt 
<tf liie several masterly tnovemfenfts which followed lids 
^detenninatidn. We nmst oonteAt otfrsetves^ diefcifov^^ 
miih stating, that by pus^ng his bafttieiring «rain i^ the 
^ys, whik Ms tro<^ in 4u<ee<xdumns "patised the l>]4e> 
MarlboFOu^ led ViQars to cfxpect ^^(Stker ttot Ypres 
would be ^eed ^ a ttate df me^, m lliat bis own po- 
Man woidd be aiftcnaptfed. In cvde^ more ^fl^ctudly t6 
guard against ihe ftnnerevent^ liie Frendi took gtound 
cooridei^bly to ^hek left^ ivfaite "Aey withdrew, at Che 
«Bine time, a portioti of tfae^wrismi tiMn Tmmtj, Mud 
K 4 
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placed it en potence on the space thus vacated. MarU 
borough no sooner became aware of these changes^ than 
he directed the heavy guns instantly to descend the Lys; 
he then ordered back his baggage on the road to Lille ; 
ostentatiously summoned a council of war; and on the 
26th gave out^ that by dawn the following morning the 
enemy should be attacked at the post of Bass^e. But 
that very night his real plan developed itself. Having 
led his columns so close to the French outposts that both 
men and officers held their breath in momentary expect- 
ation of the signal gun^ he suddenly turned to the left, 
and passing rapidly in two columns by Pont a Bovines^ 
and Pont a Tressin, took the road to Toumay. The 
place was partly invested before noon on the 27th, by 
general Lumley's division ; soon after sunset, Eugene's 
corps arrived; and at an early hour next day, the piquets 
were driven in, and a line of drcumvallation formed. 
Sd well, indeed, had the whole matter been arranged, 
that a large foraging party sent out from the garrison, 
with several officers of rank, fell into the hands of the 
allies; being surprised by the advanced guard while scat-i 
tered in the fields, and, with their cattle and com, made 
prisoners. 

Before they began to move, Marlborough and Eugene 
divided their forces into two corps d^armie, of one of 
which, their relative strength being nearly equal, each took 
the command. According to previous agreement, Marl- 
borough now sat down before the town, while Eugene 
took post between him and the enemy ; and as soon as 
the bittering cannon and stores could be brought into 
camp, the siege formally began. It was a toilsome and 
a perilous service ; so perilous, indeed, as to draw frcmi 
Villars an expression of thankfulness that his illustrious 
opponent had adventured upon it : but Villars proved 
himself at once ignorant of the resources which a genius 
like that of Marlborough can command, and wilfully 
blind to his own improvidence. The town of Toumay 
held out only twenty days from the opening of the 
tranches. On the 29th of July it was surrendered; and 
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the garrison withdrawing into the citadel^ it^ in its tum^ 
became the object of a fierce attack. 

At the period of which we are now treating^ though 
the science of fortification had arrived at a high state of 
paiection^ the art of attack was as yet comparatively 
little understood. Of mines^ in particular^ the greatest 
horror was entertained^ because the means of discovering 
and counter- working them were unknown ; and the pro* 
cess of sap^ now so well defined and so easily appUed^ 
could scarcely be regarded as methodised. On the dtadd 
of Toumay^ however^ Vauban had exhausted all his 
skill ; it presented in consequence no ordinary obstacles 
to the assailants. Mines beneath mines covered it on 
every side ; contregardes^ tenaiUons^ lunettes^ and other 
outworks protected the body of the place ; and a com-t 
plete set of galleries and covered ways rendered each 
point defensible, by the facility with which others could 
communicate with it. In pushing their approaches against 
such a fortress the allies sustained heavy losses, and ex-< 
perienced repeated checks. Several detachments which, 
after a great deal of difficulty, had established themselves 
in* the outworks, were one after another blown up ; and 
a whole battalion, after taking possession of what was 
supposed to be the grand minC) suffered a similar fate. 
Nevertheless, Marlborough continued to press the siege 
with determined resolution and activity. He had a&« 
salted, ere ground was broken, to a proposition, on the 
part of the governor, that a piece of art so masterly 
should be spared, provided Louis would permit its gates 
to be opened in the event of the non-arrival of succour 
within a given time. As soon, however, as the French 
monarch rejected the proposal, Marlborough employed 
every expedient then known to reduce it; nor was 
M. SurviUe less resolute in defending, than the £nglish 
general in attacking. From morning Ijjl night, and from 
night till morning, assaults were continually hazarded 
and met ; and the arena of the strife was not un£re>« 
quently under ground, among the galleries and branches 
of the mines. 
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WMe this ftirious liege lasted^ Vllkrs^ at once tffivid 
to quit his lines^ and ttudous to bring rdief to the be- 
'leaguered dtadel, purmed l^t wavering and middle 
course^ which^ whether in politics or in war, has never 
yet led to any fortunate result. Previous to the invest, 
ment, Marlb^ough had taken care to estaUish a chahi 
of posts on die Lys^ by means of which his commum- 
•cations with Menin^ Ghent, and Bruges were kept open. 
Against these the French marshal contented himMif 
with sending out detachments; and though he succeeded 
rin surprising one, he could neither retain it nor make 
•the sl^test impression upon the rest. A corps hctn 
the allied camp, indeed, no sooner moved to the support 
of these posts, dian the hostile column retreated, razing 
•die works of Wametmi, of vi^iidi they :had made theuou 
selves TDftsters, and kaiving bmh Onnines and Pont 
Houge imiiijured. 

It was now idie end of Aii^st By dint o£ eK- 
•traordinary couni^ and perseverance^ liie BpfmaAseB 
.were pushed to the crest of the .glads, imd a praotioaUe 
bFsach, 4ir one wiiidi appeared to be paatctici^le, was 
ei^cted in the body of the citadel. 'Dispositums wen 
dndeed made to give ike assai^t, wlien, «t dsybitsid: 4[>n 
.the 3'Ist, A white £ag w» seen to float lft*om -the enemy's 
"alarm post : t«t #r^, however, M. SsrvSle's TequiBEtioiiiB 
-proved such, thslt, anxious as the allied genen^ were to 
bring the service to aldose, ihey eouid not f»r a moment 
^^itertain them. The ^ring was acooidingly irefeamed, 
imd continued whh increasing ifiuy tfaiou^Mmtthe 1^ 4he 
-M, and part of the Sd of September ; but (towards evcn« 
ingan 1^ latter dayihe governor again requested tenBs^ 
joid hifi demands being more moderate, iSkj were^^ranted. 
M coBse^uenee of diis capitnlatioa^ die dAadd xnf To«r. 
3iBy opened its gates on the 5di ; the garrison, ^ftor 
OQBiBchnig out widi all the howmrs of war, laid down 
their arms in die ditch ; and the men being all<med to 
retain tlieir knapsadES,liie offieers dieir>s words aad bigi* 
^gige, die whole became prisoners of war. In conndnu 
adon^ however^ of die extreme gallantry whioli lliey liad 
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43i^>layed^ the.dliedcbkfe dedinedito transport than to 
(foreign countriss ; tiiay mere, on tbe contrary^ sent bade 
40 France^ nndar la pranise lliat they would not sesve 
lagain till escdMUiged : and pronnscB hdng -tiien^ whatevsr 
tthey may be now^ regarded as •sacred^ the ^treaty was «n 
'Jboth ddas £iitfa&% Mifled. 

We ha^e allikted tothe apparent nipineiiesaof maniial 
.Villars dnring the progress of iiiiis operation^ and to the 
petty ahirmishes by ^^n^di alone he gave occupation to 
the covering army ; it :i8 not^ however^ to be imagined 
diat he lay aU tihe while inactive^ or that he ceased to 
consider the consequenoes whidi Ihreatened^ diould die 
allies prove successM in their presentnndertaking. Many 
an aimous glance wasyon Ihe contmry^ tomed towards 
the country behind hhoi^ into whidi he coidd not but 
<mticipate i^Mt Matftarough^ so aoen as ihe idJl of 
Toumay aet him iree, ^onld ^endeavaur to penetrate ; 
and lihe means of providing for its aecurity occupied^ as 
they deserved; « large 4hare of his attention. The lines 
which originally oonneoted Bouay with Bethme were 
extended an ather flank^ itOl the left Tested aipon 6t. 
Venant; the right upon "ihelScheld; ditdies were dug^ 
nnmerons abatis spread^ and bceastwccloB fdxrown up^ 
fifom the vidjuty of ValenoienneB to Hens ; «Bd similar 
woiks ^iUing badk again hem Mods stewards the^BaoKdhre, 
formed ■%. aort of triangle^ of idiidh Mons was the -apex. 
Nearly thir^ leagues of country was iinis embmoed hf 
fintifications more er less fonaidslde; and '£t» pasaagea 
of the Scarpe^ Ihe Sdield, ihe ^e, the Hame^ and 
the Trouille^ were guarded. But the very extent jo£ 4tiiB 
aOigmoaent affacded, to a leader iMoe Marihormigh; the 
utmost facility «f aelnig against M; tfbr no amy 4(bat 
ever tadk ike Md conUl watch at in )£woe horn «BDta«- 
tnity to extremity. MartbonNi^ was mat UD«wa» Ant 
e^ery ithing would depend «pon his taking>ar miasiBg <lhe 
lead im lie pending operations ; and Iwnoe^ lafler na. 
tandy cakndating his diances, he loaolved to atnke « 
Uaw «^heie it aheiid fiEiffl utioncemost ton^ aad least 
expeetod. 
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On the 31ftt of August, before the citadel fdl, lord 
Orkney was detached, at die head of all the grenadien^ 
in the army, together with forty squadrons of horse^ 
towards St. Ghislain on the Haine. Of this post, which 
commanded the passages of the river, he was directed to 
attempt the surprise ; while, in the event of failure, he 
was to occupy ^e woods of Etambruges and Bandour, 
and to mask the intended movement of the main body^ 
A second corps, which mustered 4000 infantry, with 
60 squadrons, was, on the 3d of September, sent in the 
same direction. Its commander, the prince of Hesse- 
Cassel, was instructed to pass the Haine, and to invest 
Mons on the south, west, should he find that lord Orkney's 
attempts had succeeded; and in case St. Ghislain should 
still hold out, he was to follow a circuitous route by Nimy 
and Obourg, and e£Pect his purpose by forcing the ill- 
guarded lines on the Trouille. At nine the same evening, 
general Cadogan, moving with forty squadrons, followed 
on the same track. At midnight, the whole of the co- 
vering army struck its tents ; while the besieging force, 
leaving twenty-six battalions to see the terms of capitu- 
lation executed, and to watch Villars, crossed the Schdd 
by the town bridge. On the 4th, a junction was formed 
between the besieging and covering armies at Brissoeul ; 
on the 5th, in spite of a violent storm of rain, the march 
was continued towards Siraut ; and lord Orkney com-i 
ing in on the same day, after an unsuccessful demon- 
stration before St. Ghislain, the whole took up a position 
facing towards the west, about four miles in rear of the 
Haine. 

Meanwhile the prince of Hesse, with extraordinary 
diligence and address, was following up the secondary 
manoeuvre chalked out for him. Finding that lord 
Orkney had failed, and that St. Ghislain held out, he 
moved promptly to the left, and ascending the Haine as 
far as Nimy, doubled back under cover of the wood of 
St. Denis, and passed the stream not far from Obourg; 
This took place at two in the morning of the 6th : the 
troops rested for a few hours among the meadows and 
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orchards^ and at seven they were again in motion. At 
ten they began to cross the hill behind St. Simphorien; at 
eleven^ theTrouille was passed nearEspiennes, and by noon 
the enemy's works were penetrated^ without the firing of 
a shot. A French corps^ under the chevalier de Lux- 
embourg^ which Villars had sent from Cond^^ arrived 
just in time to see the chain broken ; and^ apprehensive 
that the whole of the allies were coming on^ made no 
effort to oppose them ;* on the contrary^ diey preci- 
pitately retreated ; while the prince^ filing to the right, 
fixed his head-quarters at the abbey of Beliant ; and by 
throwing out posts as far as Jemappe, completely inter, 
posed himsdf between Mons and the French army. 

These several movements were in progress^ and in 
some degree far advanced, ere Villars began to act in 
opposition to them. It was not, indeed, till the 3d of 
September that he quitted the lines of Douay, at the 
head of the cavalry of his right wing ; and it was two 
in the morning of the 4th ere he reached Louvain. Here 
he halted; for his infantry, which he had commanded to 
follow, were far behind, and it became necessary to 
direct a movement of his left wing which should place 
it on the ground vacated by the right. On the 5th, 
however, he again took the direction of the Trouille ; 
but the appearance of the allies at Simphorien alarmed 
him, and he precipitately fell back. Like Luxembourg, 
he received an impression that the whole of the con. 
federate army was in his front ; and hence the prince of 
Hesse, though threatened by a force in every respect 
overwhelming, was permitted, without so much as a 
skirmish, to effect his object. It is scarcely necessary 
to add, that Marlborough allowed his opponent no leisure 
to discover his mistake. His columns were in motion 
from ^raat at early dawn on the 6th ; intelligence of 
the success of the advance served only to accelerate their 
progress; and before sunset, Mons was invested, and 
the army in position between Obourg and Hyon. 

That nig^t both Marlborough and Eugene spent with 
the prince of Hesse in the convent; for their anxiety to 
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congratulate him on hiscondoct and good fortune wonld 
not penult them to rest till they had paid to him the 
compliments which he so richly merited. 

The condition of Mons was at this time such as to. 
render it quite incapaUe^ unless powerfully relieved from 
without^ of efi^cting any serious resistance to a hesi^ing 
force. Wretchedly supplied with military stores^ and 
hdd hy a garrkon hoth numerically weak and sickly^ it 
had heen regarded hy ViUars rather as an hospital ^aa 
a post ; yet was its position with reference to the lines 
of Douay in the hi^est degree important^ and the 
necessity of preventing it from capture imminent. It 
was fair to conclude^ therefore^ that the enemy woi^ 
use every exertion to re^estahlish their communications 
with it ; and the event proved that^ in arriving at this 
opinion^ the allied generals had not reasoned on nais^ 
taken grounds. Villars so sooner discovered his eaor^ 
than he made the most strenuous exertions to remedy it* 
A few brigades alone being left to watch the entrench, 
ments^ the whole of his disposable force was drawn to 
his ri^t^ till he could muster in position between Mont- 
loeul and Attiche 130 battalions and 260 squadnms^ 
with a train of 80 pieces of cannon. On the 9^^ nmre- 
over^ he was joined by marshal Bouffiers, wfao^ thoiq^ 
his superior in rank^ vdunteered^ on the present occasioiiy 
to serve under him ; and Bouflters^ not less than ViUan 
himself, being a prodigious favourite with the troops^ the 
endmsiasm of all was excited to the highest It was 
accordingly given out that even a general action would not 
be shunned, should other means of relieving Mons fail ; 
and the satisfaction which the anny experienced at the 
prospect of bringing matters to an issue was signified 
by a feu de joie in the camp. Marlborou^ was not igno.* 
rant either of his adversary's designs, or of ^ eind. 
lent spirit which prevailed among his soldiers. In his 
own army he also reposed unbounded confidence ; ant 
he lost no time in bringing its scattered corps witliiff 
reach one of the other, and disporing than alcmg a pla- 
teau where they could all act togeth^.. 
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> Wkale-^ tlf« enemy ky between Montarooul and Attidie^ . 
ynth an adVaoeed corps at Beusou, aod patrds extending^, 
btyondWasmeS) Marlborough was not without suspicion > 
thftt he intended to manoeuyr^e^ for the pui^se of ^hrow^-^. 
ing reinforo^aients into Mons by the road which passes- 
t^emappe. In order to present this^ he detached a diyl«. 
sioa of the infantry, supported by guns and cavahry^ , 
to.Quar^paon and the hdgbts above St. Ghislain^ himsdf 
occupying a line with his left at Quevy and his- right at 
Ciply. But he had not long effected these arrangements^ 
wl^n the filing in the French camp> together with the 
movem^t.of some cayahry corps^ gare rise to & r^iort 
that Vilhurs was. advancing. A £r^ di^>osition was in' 
consequence judged advisaUe; and columns of march were , 
formed^^for the purpose of covering thofonr grand defiler 
of Aylnoit and Blu^egniea to the east, and Wasmes and . 
Bousou to the west; but as the whole moved in magnifi- 
cent array over the undulating heights^ which give a pe- 
culiar character to the plain of Mons^ the advao^ guard 
fell in with a body of French hussarS) and the rumour of. 
an immediate attack obtainiip^ strength^ the march was? 
suddenly countemmnded. The heads of the British co- ^ 
lumns instantly bore inwards, those of the imperialists 
taking an opposite direction ; and while the light troops of « 
both continittd to skirmii^ throughout the day, a new^ 
order of encampment was issued. Prince Fugene^ jealous f 
of the defile of Jemappe^ passed on with all his troops- 
t^Quar^pion ; whUe MarlbcMPOU^ took groimd with hts- 
right in front of the viUage of Genly^ and his left thrown 
back again to its original po8iti<»i at Qnevy. 

The hostile armies were now encamped at a distance- 
of less than two leagues from one anodic, on a. plateau: 
which BMty be described as forming an irr^pilar paral-- 
Iek>gRun, with the towns of Mens and Bavay, and thor 
nDages of Quevrain and Givry as ite angular pmnts*. 
JGneoB^suMMed in some d^pfee by four rivers^ the Haine,, 
t^ TrouiUe^ the HoneaUj and the H<m> the country-; 
composing this parallelogram presented the a^earaneev 
of a hilly surface; thi^ougb which many lesser streaoBi^ 
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forced their way aloog the bottoms of waving ravines 
or deep hollows. Extensive woods clothed the face of 
the country^ with here and there an opening laid out in 
culture: villages^ hamlets^ and detached farm-houses 
were likewise scattered over it; and towards the east^ 
in the immediate vicinity of Malplaquet^ lay a heath of 
some extent. If looked at with the eye of an ordinary . 
traveller, the whole space well deserved to be accounted 
beautiful ; if with the glance of a soldier, it was, indeed, 
peculiarly striking. There were not more than four 
defiles by which tiiie troops could pretend to make their 
way from the base between Bavay and Quevrain towards 
Mons ; there were but two through which an army, after 
closing up to the line of wood between Laniere and 
Bousou, could be assailed ; and hence, either for attack 
or defence, it were difficult to imagine a tract more fertile 
in strong military positions. 

Of the arrangements adopted by Marlborough, for 
the purpose of blocking up these defiles, we have already 
spoken, as well as of the circumstances which induced 
him to suspend the manoeuvre. Villars was soon in. 
formed of the latter event. He heard likewise that the 
passes on the left were covered, while those on the 
right were still open; and he determined to seize the 
latter, as a means of commanding the road towards 
the Trouille. With this view he detached, a little 
before dusk on the evening of the 8th, a corps of ca- 
valry to occupy the interval between the woods of 
Laniere and Blar^nies ; a second corps, composed of 
the ordinary reliefs for the guards, followed that night; 
and by early dawn on the 9th, the whole army marched 
in four columns towards the same point. Still, the out- 
posts on the heights of Bousou were not withdrawn. It 
was an object of the first importance that the march to 
the right should be masked, and the allies kept in suspense 
as to the quarter where danger really threatened ; and 
as the broken nature of the country i^orded the utmost 
fiidlity to the measure, the patrols were left at their 
«t»tion8 without any support. The consequence was^ 
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that at ten o'clock the columns t«ached die ^n or pass 
of La Louvi^e without mole^attcm. There they halted ; 
the grenadiers and some light battalions^ supported by 
two brigades of cavalry^ crossing the heath of Malplaquet 
to tiie wood of Laniere, where tl^y drew up £&cing die 
0{>en space of Aulnoit, in frcmt of the position occupied 
by Marlborough 8 divisions. 

While these arrangements were in progress^ Maii- 
borough and Eugene^ escorted by thirty squadrons of 
horse^ proceeded as far as the mill of Sart to reconnoitre. 
The reports of their own scouts whidi met them here, 
not less than the attitude of die enemy's piquets^ led 
them at first to believe that the road by Jemappe was 
threatened ; but no great while elapsed ere they learned 
from more authentic sources that a very diffisrent man- 
oeuvre was in contemplation. The diiefs instantly se- 
parated ; Eugene turning off towards Quar^non^ while 
Marlborou^ made haste to throw forward his own corps 
into the mouth of the menaced pass. In the most per. 
feet order^ and with admirable despatdi^ the change of 
ground was effected. An easy march brought the left 
of the British troops to the wood of Laniere^ while the 
right rested upon Sart ; and the French columns arriving 
simultaneously on the plain of Ma^laquet^ an immediate 
battle seemed inevitable ; yet nothing of the kind took 
place. Marlborough would have attadced^ it is true^ be- 
cause he saw by the dust in the enemy's rear Ihat his 
army was still in march, and the ground being narrow^ 
his own inferiority in point of numbers would not have 
been felt. But the Dutch deputies, as usual, interfered. 
After a trifling cavalry skirmish^ therefore, and a can- 
nonade productive of no decisive result, both parties 
pitched their tents ; Marlborough estahhshing his head- 
quarters at Blar^nies^ while Villars teek possession of 
Malplaquet. 

From the 9th to the 11th, no event of importance 
bdell^ further tlnm "that Eugene's icorps, i^ecalled from 
Quar^non, came in to the camp ; and Villars, instead of 
attempting to force a passage through the defile, b^an 
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strongly to fortify himself in its gorge. In prosecution 
of this scheme, he covered the highest ground in the 
opening of Aulnoit with redouhts^ and entrenchments, 
and throwing his wings forward into the woods on 
each side, placed them also behind a chain of breast- 
works. By these means his order of battle became 
concentric, that is to say, he assumed the form of 
a crescent, so as to bring a heavy weight of cross-fire 
on the space immediately in front of his centre ; and 
he disposed his battalions with so much judgment, that 
there was not a marsh, rivulet, or other natural encum- 
brance, which was not, to a greater or less degree, turned 
to account. Such was his first line or more advanced 
position, every approach to which was rendered difficult 
by the interposition of abatis and ditches j his second, or 
line of support, ran from Malplaquet on the right, to the 
Chauss^e de Bois in rear of the wood of Taisniere on 
the left. His cavalry, again, with the exception of 
twenty-five squadrons, which held an open space in rear 
of the right, drew up in several lines from the heath to 
the farm of La Folic; while his artillery, after planting 
twenty pieces in one battery on the summit of a height 
in his centre, he distributed all along his line among 
the several field-works that protected it In this order 
scarcely daring to hope that he would be attacked, yet 
himself determined not to act on the offensive, he lay 
upon his arms during two whole days, one half of his 
troops being employed with the spade and pick-axe, 
while the other half stood accoutred ready to defend 
them. 

Since the commencement of the war two such armies 
as now faced one another had never been brought into 
the field. In point of numbers, neither could, perhaps, 
boast of any dedsive superiority^ for they mustered each 
about 100,000 combatants; and if the artillery of the 
aUies surpassed that of Villars in amount, every advan- 
tage of position and arrangement was with the French 
marshaL But it is not on these grounds alone that we 
speak of the hosts arrayed in the vicinity of Malpla^ 
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qiiet, as affording a more than ordinarily attractive sub- 
ject both to the poet and the historian. All the chivalry 
of Europe seemed to have taken part on one side or the 
other. In the ranks of the allies we find^ besides Marl- 
borough and Eugene, count Tilly, the commander of 
the Dutch contingent, the princes of Orange and Hesse- 
Cassel, generals Schulemberg, Bulau,Lottum, Albemarle, 
Vichleu, and Fagel; besides Cadogan^ Argyle^ Lumley, 
the prince of Avergne^ Dojma^ Oxenstiem, Spaar, Ran- 
tzau. Aurochs, Withers, Stair^ Grovestein, and Hamilton. 
Eadi of these held an elevated rank^ and commanded a 
division or a brigade ; while, among the inferior officers, 
we find such names as the prince royal of Prussia, 
Saxe, Munich, and Schwerin. In the French camp^ 
again, might be found Boufflers, the experienced and 
the brave Artagnan^ better known in after-times as the 
celebrated marshal de Montesquiou, De Guiche, marshal 
de Grammont, Puys^ur^ Montmorenci, Coigny, Brc^lio^ 
Chaulnes, Nangis, Isenghien, Duras^ La Motte Hou- 
dancourt, Albergotti, and Pallavicini. St. Hilaire, like- 
wise^ and Folard, both renowned in the annals of 
science, were there; and, though last npt least, the che- 
valier St. George. With the exception of the unfor- 
tunate representative of the house of Stuart who served 
only in die capacity of a volunteer, there was not one 
out of. all this illustrious List but lent the aid of his 
great tal^ents, as well in arranging as in commanding 
the troQps : well, therefore, might it be said that^ in the 
operations which ensued, not the skill of the two com- 
manders only, but that of all the ablest officers of the 
age, was fairly and deliberately brought to trial. 

It has been stated, that from the 9th to the 11th no 
event of moment occurred ; we should have expressed 
ourselves more accurately had we said that no hostile 
movements were made, nor any further skirmishes per- 
mitted. Not that the allies were all this while idle. 
They met, on the contrary, in frequent councils, when 
the propriety of acting decisively and at once was dis- 
eoswd; and they ordered from Toumay the battalions 
l2 
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that had been left to receire tlie submisnon of tliat titadcl, 
and to dispose of the prisoners. Finally, a plan of at- 
tack was arranged, and detailed instructions given to the 
commanders of the Several columns which were to hiA 
and support it ; and their proper stations being aligned 
to all, to infantry, cavalry, and guns, die whde ky down, 
on the night of die 10th, in anxious expectati(m of the 
morrow. 

Mariborough had careftdly reconn6itred the enemy's 
lines, so as to make himself fiilly acquainted bodi with 
their exeelknces and their defects. He saw Aat heith» 
the right nor the centre of diat fbrmidable position eould 
be assailed with efitM;t, so long as die troc^s on the left 
held their ground; and> beset widi difficulties as die 
manceuvre of turning them seemed to be, he resolved to 
attempt it. Widi this view, the division from T^6uJiiiay 
of whidi general Witihers was at the head, received in- 
structions not to jmn the camp, but to pass dirough tlie 
wood of Blangies by a by-path, and ^ gainhig the eReiiiy 's 
rear, or at all events their extreme left, to take them in 
reverse at die farm of La Folic. Meanwhfle, f<*ty b«t- 
talicms from Eugene's lUmy, under the immediate com- 
mand Of baron Schukteberg, were to attack tlie left flank 
of die wood of Taisniei-e, imd at every expense and ha- 
zard to force it To suppolt l^s advance, not fewer dian 
forty pieces were to be planted, die &e fi^om which 
should bear upon die wood ; and strong working parties 
were ordered to cover dietai Just before they began to 
play, from die effect of an enfilade by epauteUients. Si- 
multaneously widi these operations, a double attack vras 
to be made upon the works which ViUaHs had thrown 
tip in die wood of Taisniere ; one brigade passing from 
Mons by the Sart road round a morass to the left, vrMk 
a division under count Lottum assaulted die opposite 
flank. Finally, bodi tile centre and right were to be 
threatened ; the former chiefly by cavahry, the latter by 
three corps of infantry, under the command of the prince 
of Orange, general Dohna, and general Welderen ; thoi^h 
they were all equally instructed not seriously to < 
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tin they should receive positive directions so to do from 
the comm^mder-in-chief. Such is an imperfect outline 
of the dispositions made hy Marlborough^ and of the 
instructions issued to his lieutenants during the night of 
the 10th : it remained to be seen how far these coidd 
possess both temper and intelligence sufficient to act up 
to them. 

At three o'clock in the morning of the llth^ full two 
hours befool dawn^ the allied troops got under arms^ 
and^ forming into open squares of divisions, listened 
with profound attention to the performance of divine 
service. As soon as this was ended, the guns began to 
move, and in less than an hour were all arranged in 
position. One heavy battery of forty pieces was 
planted in advance of die farm of Cour-Toumant, and, 
protected on tl^e left by an epaulement, looked towards 
the enepiy*s wcMrks which covered the wood of Taisniere. 
Another, of ne^ly equal weight, marching to the left, 
prepared to act against the farm u)f Bleron, and the 
breast- works and redoubts which supported it; while 
the remainder were distributed along the whole line, 
according as the nature of the ground, and the aspect of 
Ae enemy's entrenchments, seemed to require. Mean- 
while both infantry and cavalry broke into order of 
march, the several cdunms diverging towfurds the points 
against which each was to act, till, having closed up to 
the advanced posts, they assumed a new disposition, 
preparatory to the grand aflvance. All, moreover, was 
done in profound silence and perfect order. Scarcely 
a word was spoken, either by officers or men, beyond 
the few sentences necessary for the purpose of directing 
the movements ; for even the rude jokes which usually 
aeoorapany similar openings were, as if by common 
consent, suspended. As daylight came on, a dense fog, 
which overhung the open country, continued, for a 
while, to skre^d the hostile armies from one another. It 
proved so far advantageous to the allies, that it enabled 
them to complete, without molestation, thdjr complicated 
aavangeraents ; but it did not for one nunnent keep the 
L 3 



d by Google 



150 BRITISH MUJTABY COMMANDEBS. 

enemy in doubt as to the work which they should be 
called upon to perform. The heavy lambering of ar- 
tillery^ ^e trampling of hoofs^ and the measur^ tread 
of infantry, had been heard for some hours by the 
piquets ; and Villars, made aware of the circumstance, 
drew out his magnificent array in confident anticipation 
of a battle. There was, therefore, no backwardness on 
the part of the French, nor any absence of preparation, 
when the mist, slowly dispersing, exposed the dispositions 
which Marlborough had made. The first shot, on the 
contrary, which was fired that day came from their 
grand battery, of which we have already spoken, as 
covering the heights in the opening of Aulnoit; and it 
was immediately followed by a heavy cannonade^ more 
alarming for a time than it proved fatal. 

The cannonade had continued about half an hour, 
and a few lives were lost on both sides, when Marlbo- 
rough directed his left to advance for the purpose of 
making the preconcerted demonstration on the ^lemy's 
right and centre. One Dutch column of nine bat- 
talions, commanded by the prince of Orange, accord- 
ingly pushed on, threatening an angle of the enemy's 
works close to the wood of Laniere; while another, 
which consisted of twenty-two battalions, under count 
Lottum, made a similar movement upon the centre. So 
soon, however, as he had arrived within the extreme 
range of grape, the prince of Orange halted, while Lottum, 
bringing up his left shoulder, suddenly formed in three 
lines, with his face towards ihe right flank of the wood 
of Taisniere. Meanwhile, Schulemberg led his divi- 
sion against the left of the same wood also in three 
lines ; while lord Orkney made ready to occupy the space 
left vacant, with fifteen battalions more. And now the 
signal was given, by a general discharge from the grand • 
battery. It was promptly and gaUantly obeyed; and 
in ten minutes the columns of attack were in motion. 

While Lottum's corps advanced with a slow and or- - 
derly step round the left of the grand battery, that of 
Schulemberg skirted the wood of Sart, and pushed di- 
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rectly upon the projecting point in the enemy's left wing. 
Almost at the same moment the brigade from Mons 
penetrated into the wood ; and being unnoticed during 
the excitement occasioned by Schulemberg*s approach^ 
gained ground in the same direction. As yet^ however^ 
not a musket had been fired on either side. The Aus. 
trians^ indeed^ suffered severely from a ceaseless discharge 
of grape^ while struggling over the broken ground which 
lay in their front ; but it was not till they had arrived 
within pistol-shot of the Mnes, that the French infantry 
b^;an to act : then^ indeed^ a volley was given ; it fell 
in with dreadful effect ; for die French^ leaning their 
pieces over the parapet^ felt themselves to be in a great 
measure secure^ and took cool and dehberate aim. The 
Austrians recoiled beneath the storm; they even retreated 
a space of 200 yards^ in spite of the strenuous exertions 
of the officers : nor was their order perfectly restored 
throughout the remainder of the battle. Nevertheless^ 
their courage and confidence soon returned ; they ex- 
tended their files so as to outflank the entrenchments, 
and carry their extreme right round a morass^ to which 
Villars had in some degree trusted as impervious; 
where, falling in with the brigade from Mons, they 
attached it to themselves. The whole line then advanced 
again^ under an incessant discharge of musketry, which 
they promptly returned ; and the slaughter on bodi sides 
was terrible. 

This attack was scarcely begun, when Lottum, quick- 
ening his pace, fell furiously upon the point which he 
had been directed to assail. A perfect tempest of mus- 
ket balls greeted him, yet he pressed steadily forward : 
and, clearing a ravine as weU as a shallow bog, rushed 
with fixed bayonets against the parapet. For a moment 
his leading companies were in possession of the work, 
but it was only for a moment. Villars was here in per- 
son ; he raUied his broken troops, led up a fresh brigade 
to their support, and charged, fairly sweeping the allies 
before him. But the works were scarcely emptied, when 
A new attack developed itself; a portion of the second 
L 4 
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line of die allies being broi^t up in the interval between 
Lottum's and Schulemberg's corps^ while the farm tff La 
Folie^ on the extreme left of the whole^ became ^reat* 
ened by the arrival of With^s's division. A fierce aMl 
desperate struggle now ensued. Marlborough arrived in 
person^ to aid it with a strong body of cavahry^ wbidi 
covered the flank of Lottum's division ; and the enemy 
at last gave way. Their flank menac^ on two pmnt^ 
and their rear gained at La Folie^ they could no longCT 
maintain the more advanced angle of their lines; and 
they accordingly abandoned it, though in excellent order, 
and took post behind an abatis in the wood. 

All this while, the divisions of the prince of Orange 
and lord Orkney rested on their arms within half- 
cannon shot of die enemy. They did, indeed, all that 
was required of them, so long as diey kept the right and 
centre of the French from moving ; for it was to his 
success on the left, and the consequences likely to accrue 
from it, that Marlborough mainly depended: but the 
prince of Orange was brave and impetuous; and he 
began, at last, to grow weary of his situadon. Without 
waiting for orders, and in defiance of the wishes of 
marshal Tilly, he led on his people, and made a dash to 
win the entrenchments by whidi the wood was covered. 
Nothing could exceed the gallantry of this corps. 
Headed by the Scottish brigade, under lord Tullibardine, 
they rushed forward, in defiance of a murderous fire (k 
all arms; and, without so much as haldng to draw 
breath, forced their way to die top of the breast- work. 
But before they could deploy, they were in their turn 
charged, beaten back, and very roughly handled. A 
like fortune attended an equally brilliant assault, by 
which, for a moment, one of the enemy's principal bat- 
teries was won. The Dutch corps, which efibcted it, 
were attacked by Boufflers in person, cut down by 
hundreds, and repelled ; while a second battery, opening 
upon their flank, made fearful havoc among them. Hav* 
ing lost upwards of 2000 men in killed, besides a much 
larger number wounded, the wreck of this magnificent 



d by Google 



JOHN DUKE OF MAKIiBOBOUOB, ^ IdS 

o^rps was compelkd to retreat ; nor could aU tlie efR)7ts 
of the prince avail, to lead them a second time to destruo- 
ti<HU Nor was the fute which attended baron Fagel's 
division different like the troops on its left, this fine 
body of m^ charged and carried the fortified enclosure 
at BleroD, only to be driven out again by superior num- 
bers; while Boufflers, heading some squadrons, com- 
mitted dreadfiil slaughter as they fell back in confusion. 
Things were in this state, and many urgent messages 
had been s^t to recall Marlborough, and from his own 
ri^t, when he arrived, followed by a munerous sta£^ 
on the spot. He was almo^ immediately joined by 
Eugene, to whom intelligence of these disaster had 
likewise been communicated.; and both exerted them- 
selves to restore order and bring back confidence to 
the men. They had in some degree efibcted this, and 
w^e in the act of pointing out to the generals that 
there was no necessity for active operations in that 
quarter, when a sta£P.officer arrived, his horse covered 
with sweat, to announce that the enemy were assuming 
the initiative both at La Folie and in the wood of 
Taisniere. The truth is, that Villars, anxious to re- 
cover his groimd on the left, had repeatedly applied to 
Boufflers for such a reinforcement as should enable him 
to do so ; and finding that no battalions were sent, he 
at last, ^ough with extreme reluctance, weakened his 
centre. Marlborough saw in a moment the great error 
of which his adversary had been guilty. While he flew, 
therefore, in person, towards the right, for the purpose 
of cheering the troops there, he directed lord Orkney 
tp advance with his battalions ; a cloud of cavalry being 
instructed to support him, as weU as to occupy the flat 
ground beyond, so soon as an opening should be made. 
The happiest results attended both endeavours. The 
troops on the extreme right, animated by the presence of 
Engene, not only repelled the enemy's attack, but gained 
ground on them : La Folie was furiously assailed ; the 
wood was again the scene of a close and desperate struggle. 
Id which for a time the enemy prevailed, till Villars him- 
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self, while-gallantly leading a charge of bayonets, received 
a severe wound above the knee. Meanwhile lord Orkney, 
bearing down all opposition, penetrated a chain of re« 
doubts which covered the French centre. The cavalry, 
sweeping through the intervals, spread themselves upon 
the plain ; the grand battery of forty guns, breaking off 
into two divisions, flew to the right and left, and brought 
an irresistible cross-fire on the enemy's reserves; yet 
these, which consisted entirely of horse (for the infantry 
was all drawn off to the flanks), bore up against the . 
storm nobly. They even charged the allied squadrons, . 
of which but a portion found time to form, though 
without producing the sUghtest impression ; and they 
retired only when the hope of support evaporating, they 
saw themselves exposed to absolute annihilation. 

The formidable position which Villars had laboured 
with so much diligence to strengthen was no longer 
tenable. Pierced in the centre, and turned on the left, 
the French saw themselves menaced on every side ; while 
their general, borne wounded from the field, was in- 
capable either of extricating them from their difficulties, 
or retrieving the fortune of the day. Still, they were far 
from yielding to despair. Boufflers, made aware of the 
condition in which affairs stood, flew from his own post 
on the right, and collecting a mass of 2000 of the elite 
of the cavalry, the garde de corps, gendarmes, and others, 
endeavoured to drive the allies before him. Their horse 
he overthrew and dispersed ; their infantry, however, 
drawn up upon the captured redoubts, threw in such a fire 
as no troops whatever could withstand ; and again were 
the choicest of the cavaliers of France compelled to turn 
their backs. One more effort was made. A body of 
infantry was withdrawn from the works in rear of Ble- 
ron, and marched hastily to the left ; while at the same 
time the squadrons were re-formed, and led back to the 
charge. But it was now too late. Marlborough was at 
hand with a reinforcement of English horse, which 
swept the garde de corps from the field ; the infantry, 
checked by a murderous discharge from the guns on the 
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right and left^ staggered and stood still ; while at the 
same moment the prince of Orange, having discovered 
that the force in his front was diminished, hore down 
simultaneously with the prince of Hesse. In ten mi- 
nutes the entrenchments were won, hoth at Bleron and 
in the wood of Laniere, and the entire allignment, cut 
into morsels, ceased to he defensible. 

Boufflers saw that the battle was lost, and made all 
his dispositions for a retreat. It was conducted with 
the utmost regularity, in three columns; the whole being 
covered by a strong reserve under Luxembourg ; and as 
the allies were too much exhausted to press them in their 
march, little or no loss was sustained. One column 
crossed the Hon at Taisniere ; another filed through the 
woods in a parallel direction, till, arriving at the plain in 
front of Bavai, they there united: the third again with- 
drew towards Quesnoy, passing the Honeau at Au- 
drignies ; and the whole finaUy re-assembled by dawn the 
following morning, in a position between Quesnoy and 
Valenciennes. "With respect, again, to the allies, they 
pursued no farther than the heath of Malplaquet, and 
the level grounds about Taisniere; where, worn down 
by the exertions which they had made, and oppressed 
with sleep, they spent the night in bivouac. 

It is not very easy to determine the exact amount of loss 
sustained by either army in this memorable battle. If we 
may give credit to Villars, there fell of the allies 35,000 
men; while in the French lines not more than 6000 or 
7000 casualties coidd be reckoned : but a statement so 
glaringly ridiculous carries upon the very face of it more 
than a sufficient refutation. The truth we believe to be, 
that while the confederates had to lament in killed and 
wounded about 20,000 soldiers, the enemy found them- 
selves weakened to the amount of 15,000 only; a propor- 
tion not incredible, when the strength of their position is 
considered. Be this, however, as it may, we know that the 
victory of Malplaquet, though of the greatest moral con- 
sequence, was purchased at an expense of life not before 
equalled during the war; indeed, the defeated Frenchman 
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found consolation under his reverses in being able to 
assure his sovereign that a few more such defeats would 
deliver him from all apprehension of protracted hos- 
tilities. Nevertheless, the political results even of so 
murderous a triumph were exceedingly gratifying, 
Marlborough was at once set free from all risk of mo- 
lestation while occupied in the siege of Mons ; and the 
fall of that place, it was justly calcidated, would open 
out to him the road to still greater and more important 
conquests. 

Having halted only so long as was necessary to secure 
their prisoners and provide for the wounded, the allies 
proceeded to resume the investment of Mons ; Marl-^ 
borough re-establishing his head-quarters near Beliant, 
while Eugene again took post at Quaregnon. A corps 
of 30 battalions and as many squadrons was then plac^ 
under the immediate command of the prince of Orange^ 
for the purpose of conducting the siege j and the utmost ex- 
ertions were made to bring up from Brussels guns, stores, 
and entrenching tools. But a succession of violent rains 
materially impeded the progress of the convoys. The 
country, likewise, around Mons being naturally swampy, 
a good deal of difficulty was experienced in commencing 
operations; so that the 25th of September arrived before 
the state of the weather would permit the trenches to be 
opened. From that date, however, all things went on 
favourably. Boufflers, though assisted by the talent and 
enterprise of Berwick, did not venture to molest the 
tallies, who pushed their approaches with equal skill and 
industry. On the 9th of October a two-fold lodgment 
was effected in the covert way. Batteries were then 
erected, and a heavy fire kept up, under shelter of which 
the trenches were carried, on the l6th, to the edge of 
the counterscarp. On the 17th, several outworks were 
stormed und taken, and on the same day the breaching bat- 
teries began to fire ; and on the 20th, his defences being 
ruined, and the body of the place laid bare, the go- 
vernor surrendered. This was the last military oper- 
ation performed during the present season; for tlie 
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weatker^ wliich h^ fakly broken^ rendered a longer oon- 
tinuance in the fidd kxipoBsible. While^ ^refbre, ^be 
French separated into two corps, — 50 battalions and 
100 squadrons taking post under Berwick, in the yici- 
nity c^f Maubeuge ; the r^nainder, with Boufflers at their 
head, ooTiraring Valenoieniies andQuesnoy, — Marlborough 
abfuidoned a design which he had formed, of acting 
against ^e fonner dty ; and after regulating the tour of 
outpost duty, 88 well as establishing a code of signals and 
a chain of alarm posts, sent back his army to winter 
quarters. The En^sh wer6 dins e^blished at Ghent, 
^e Danes at Bruges, and the P^nssitms on the Meuse; 
Ae Dutch and other contingents retired to Brussels, 
LouTain, and the towns near ; while the gen^als them- 
selves set out for the Hague, to cono^t measures at 
leisure against the opening of the next campaign. 

The campaign of 1709, though less brilliant than most 
which had preceded it, proved upon the whde extremdy 
favourable to the cause of the league. By the reduction 
of Toumay and Mons, the conquest of Brabant and Flan- 
ders became complete, and a fortified line was interposed 
between the enemy and the important places in its rear. 
In like manner, the burden and expense of the war 
were, in great measure, removed from the Dutch pro- 
vinces ; the French being driven within the limits of 
their own country, and forced to depend on the resources 
which they could drain from thence. Yet it was only 
in the Low Countries, where Marlborough and Eugene 
guided their strength, that the confederates may be said 
to have reaped this year any decided advantages. On the 
Rhine, no event of importance befell, except that a corps 
imdea* count Merci, which had succeeded in penetrating 
into Alsace, permitted itself to engage a superior French 
force between Minnengen and Brisach, and was de- 
stroyed. In Spain, the war every where languished ; the 
French party obtaining a few trifling mtccesses in one 
quarter, while their rivals prevailed in another ; and on 
the side of Dauphin-^, the increasing animosity between 
Ifee emperor and the diike of Savoy paralysed every ex* 
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ertion. The French, feehly attacked, retired into the 
passes of the mountains, where they took up a position 
for the defence of their own frontier ; nor was the slight- 
est effort made to dislodge them. All this, it will readily 
be imagined, gave great uneasiness to Marlborough; 
yet this was not the only, nor perhaps the chief source of 
anxiety to which he was exposed. The state of parties at 
home became every day less and less satisfactory; indeed, 
it was impossible for him to shut his eyes to the proofs 
which were continually afforded, that the influence both 
of his adherents and of himself was rapidly declining. 

It is not for us to describe transactions in detail^ of 
which the history belongs rather to the political than 
the military biographer of Marlborough. Enough is 
done when we state, that the whigs, becoming daily 
more and more importunate, forced the duke, much 
against his will, again to espouse their cause ; and that, 
by his entreaty, lord Orford came into office as chief 
commissioner of the navy, having as his subordinates sir 
George Byng and sir John Leake. As a matter of 
course, the removal of the earl of Pemteoke gave great 
offence to Harley and Mrs. Masham. They ceased not 
to vent their spleen daily, by working upon the personal 
prejudices of the queen ; while the duchess, too proud to 
conciliate, though not sufficiently so to hold aloof, in- 
jured the cause of her friends by her very zeal in their 
favour. It was to no purpose diat the duke besought 
her to adopt a new method of acting towards her sove- 
reign. She persisted in asking, in the most arrogant tone, 
favours for herself or others, most of them scarcely worth 
obtaining, tiU at last she was abruptly informed that the 
queen desired not to treat her as a friend, though it 
shoidd never be forgotten that she was wife to the 
. duke of Marlborough. 

A few days after receiving this severe but merited 
rebuff, the duchess took the extraordinary step, of which 
she has herself left a memorial on record. She drew up 
a copious narrative of the commencement and progress 
of the connection which had so long subsisted between 
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the queen and herself. She interlarded it with extracts 
from the Whole Duty of Man^ illustrative of the duties 
of friendship; introduced into it a portion of the exhort- 
ation in the church service to the due reception of the 
Lord's supper; and adding a passage from Jeremy 
Taylor on the virtue of charity, sent the whole to the 
queen. " If your majesty will read this narrative of 
tweiity-six years' faithful services," said she, in the letter 
which accompanied the memorial, '' and write only in 
a few words that you had read them, together with the 
extracts, and were still of the same opinion as you were 
when you sent me a very harsh letter, which was the 
occasion of my trouhling you with this narrative, I as- 
sure you I will never trouble you more on any subject 
but the husiness of my office." Witii a woman of 
Anne*s strong feelings, it was not likely that such a 
course should produce other than an effect diametrically 
the opposite of what was sought. She became daily more 
and more estranged, not from the duchess only, but from 
all who chanced to possess her confidence; insomuch 
that even Marlborough himself began to be regarded 
with a coldness amounting to little short of distaste. 

Harley, an acute and heartless intriguer, failed not to 
turn to the best account the imprudence of his rival. 
Not content to join the tories and the Jacobites in decry- 
ing the military services of Marlborough, he managed to 
excite a strong feeling against him as a negotiator ; at 
one moment condemning the proposed preliminaries, as 
not sufficiently advantageous to England ; at another, 
censuring him for the rupture of negotiations which 
Louis had refused to continue. Meanwhile, various me- 
thods were tried, and that not without success, to sow dis- 
sension among the whigs 'themselves. Lord Rivers, at 
one period the professed spy upon Harley himself, was 
purchased; the duke of Somerset was gained by flattering 
his vanity; and even the cautious and calculating 
Shrewsbury was worked upon, if not to abandon his 
party, at least to weaken the tie which bound them 
tog^her. Of all these events Marlborough was regu- 
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latly infeimed by GodolpMn; yet it was st this Tory 
moment tkatiie «hose to hazard a request^ fidr which ive 
find it difficulty on the secure either of wisdom or pro- 
priety, to devise an ewjuse. FeeMog that llieiiigh ground 
ei royal favour mi which he had hitherto stood was ' 
diding f^om beneath his feet, Marlborough b^an to 
think of fortifying himsdf by odier means against the 
anticipated attacks of his enemies. In an evil hoor, 
diough warned to the contrary by lord chanodlorOowper, 
he aj^ed for a patent which should secure to him for 
life the office of captain-genial. His request was of 
course rejected, and he became all a* once an object of 
suspicion, misplaced but not imnatural, to his sovereign. 

The recollection of this impolitic stq> was still fresk 
in the queen's memory, when Marlborough, after a Ifcrief 
sojourn at the Hague, took dbip for England. He scans to 
have been not unconscious of the delicate predicament in 
which he stood ; at least, his parting address to ihe states 
manifestly imphes that he anticipated but an indifferent 
welcome in his own country. " I am grieved," said 
*he, '' that I am obliged to return to En^nd, where my 
services to your republic will be turned to my di^race." 
like the declarations of most m^ who write or speak 
according to the dictates of outraged feeling, this asser- 
tion contained an almost equal i^are of truth land false- 
hood. His services to the republic were not the cause 
of the disgrace into which he had fallen ; for that he 
might blame in part the extravagances of the dixchess, 
in part his own want Of firmness and consistency. Yet 
were these services such as ought to have secured him 
from any mortification, even if ^e grounds of complaint 
against him had been stronger than they were. On the 
8th of November he landed at Aldborough in Suffolk, 
and on the 10th arrived in London, amid the cheers of 
a delighted populace, who, to do them justice, were not 
yet taught in^atitude by the waywardness of their su- 
periors, either in court or parliament. 

No other prooft that he had fallen into disfavour were 
at first exhibited tilan might be gatha?ed fitom-1^ some-* 
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wbat fonnal civility of the queen. The lords and the 
commons^ as heretofore^ tendered him their thanks^ and 
aliheral sum was voted to meet the contingencies of next 
campaign ; hut no great while elapsed ere an opportu- 
nity- offered^ of which her majesty was persuaded to avail 
hmelf. The office of constable of the Tower fell vacant^ 
and to supply the vacancy belonged in an especial man- 
ner to the commander in chief. Marlborough designed 
the place for the duke of Northumberland ; but^ at the 
snggestion of Harley^ lord Rivers apphed for it^ and^ by 
a gross breach of good faith and fair dealing on the part 
of the court circle, obtained a promise of the appoint- 
ment from the queen. Marlborough strongly remon- 
strated ; but coidd obtain no other satisfaction than an 
assurance that her majesty coidd not intend any personal 
slight to him, because she had exercised her undoubted 
prerogative under the firm conviction that the mode of 
doing so was approved by his grace. As Marlborough 
had, in a loose conversation, insinuated that, provided 
the queen chose to appoint lord Rivers, he would not 
object, it was impossible to argue the point farther ; he 
therefore bore with this afiront as well as he could. But 
a second was soon put upon him, to which he found it 
impossible to submit. To the colonelcy of the Oxford 
Blues, which was likewise vacant, he received orders to 
appoint colonel Hill, an officer who had seen Uttle ser- 
vice, an^ whose chief claim consisted in his standing in 
the relation of brother to Mrs. Masham. Marlborough's 
indignation could not any longer be suppressed. He de- 
manded and obtained an interview ; pressed upon the 
queen the injustice of the proceeding; and finding his 
wishes treated with coldness, quitted the presence in 
disgust. He immediately withdrew to Windsor Lodge 
with the duchess, and declined any longer to act as one 
of her majesty's council. 

A tedious and difficult negotiation ensued, for the 
purpose of repairing this breach, of which it were out 
of place, in a work like the present, to give even an out- 
Hue. We content ourselves, therefore, with saying, that 

VOL. II. M 
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Marlborough was restrained from formally sending is 
his resignation by the mistaken fears of Godolphin and 
his adherents ; that, after repeatedly declaring that he 
would not again act as a public man till Mrs. Masham 
was dismissed, he was prevailed upon to relinquish the 
determination ; and that a sort of compromise was effected^ 
the queen giving up to him the appointment in dispute^ 
while he abstained from pressing his demand relative to 
the favourite. From Marlborough himsdf it seems 
never to have been concealed that, by adopting this 
middle and unsatisfactory course, he gave up, in point 
of fact, all to his enemies. To the public in general, he 
appeared to have prevailed; for the colondcy was be- 
stowed upon a deserving soldier, for whom he all along 
intended it; but both the commons and the cabinet were 
not slow to perceive that her migesty was, in point of 
fact, the gainer. Hill was consolal for his loss of inili-» 
tary rank by a pension of 1000/. a year ; and the duke 
was, by a variety of trivial circumstances, taught to feel 
that his political importance was on the wane. 

We have nothing to do, in our present sketch, with 
the silly affair of Dr. SachevarelL A furious high- 
churchman, preaching before a Jacobite lord mayor, 
thought fit to maintain, in its extravagance, the prin- 
ciple of non-resistance ; and, as a necessary consequence, 
to censure, in no measured terms, the conduct of those 
by whom the Revolution was effected. The whigs, 
sensitively alive to rebuke, saw fit to make the matter 
a subject of parliamentary enquiry ; and the doctor, in 
spite of Marlborough's recommendation to the contrary^ 
was impeached. The whole proceeding served only to 
elevate into undeserved importance a man conspicuous 
for nothing except his zeal; while it afforded an opening 
to Harley, of which he failed not to take advantage, fw 
drawing more and more upon the ministry the hatred 
both of the queen and the people. Sacheverell was, 
indeed, found guilty by a small minority, and sentoiced 
to tiiree years* suspension ; but when a farther proposL. 
tion was made, to render him incapable of accepting 
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prefennent^ the motion was rejected by 60 votes to 59* 
Nor was this all. With one consent the people espoused 
his cause. They greeted him with shouts of approba. 
tion as often as he appeared in public ; they crowded 
round the queen's chair (who went every day incognita 
to witness the trial) with '' God bless your majesty ; we 
hope you are for Sacheverell and the church!" and 
they exhibited oak leaves in their hats^ in token of their 
i^proval of the tenets for preaching which the doctor 
was arraigned. In a word^ the tory principles gained 
ground in all quarters ; the queen herself openly avowed 
them ; and the whigs^ with whom Marlborough was now 
entirely united^ felt^ as an imavoidable consequence^ that 
the moment of their downfall was at hand. 

The trial of Sacheverell was yet in progress^ when 
Marlborough, whose presence operated as a powerful 
restraint upon Harley and his friends, was, by a politic 
arrangement of the tory faction, removed to the Conti- 
nent. Louis had again opened a negotiation for peaces 
and appeared so bent upon the accomplishment of his 
object, that the states, at all times suspicious, entreated 
that tbe duke might be sent over, to assist in the deli- 
berations which were going on at the Hague. Nothing 
could occur more opportunely for the enemies of that 
great man. His. friends, moreover, in their excessive 
desire to advance what they believed to be his interests, 
were urgent in pressing a compliance with the message; 
imd the queen was petitioned by the house of commons 
to hasten his departure. She attended to the request, 
though not in a manner the most gratifying to its object; 
and Marlborough set out early in the spring for the 
Continent. After a rough passage, he landed at Brill 
on the 2d of March, 1710; and on the 4th arrived, in 
no very ape^able frame of mind, at the Hague. 

Every reader of history must be aware that the con. 
duct of Louis on the present occasion was, if sincere, re- 
markaUe for its moderation and candour. He accepted 
the preliminaries suggested by the allies, with a single 
exception ; that is to say, he was prepared not only to 
X 2 
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make great sacrifices of territory, to dismantle Dunkirt, 
and to recognise the boundary selected by the states; but 
he declared himseK willing to relinquish his grandson's 
claim upon Spain, provided only Sicily were granted as a 
compensation. It appears that Marlborough, contrary to 
the opinion which long prevailed, advocated the wisdom 
ofn^otiating on this basis; but both the emperor and 
the duke of Savoy so strongly opposed the measure that 
his judgment was over-ruled.* Preparations were ac- 
cordingly made on both sides to refer the decision of 
the dispute to the sword; and very early in April, a 
period not hitherto esteemed convenient for military 
operations, the {umies began, as if by mutual consent, to 
assemble. 

The plan of campaign, concerted between Marl- 
borough and Eugene, was framed on the most gigantic 
scale, and promised, if followed up with diligence and 
ability, to lead to decisive results. In the Netherlands, 
it was proposed to begin with the siege of Douay; an 
important place on the Scheld, which, besides communi- 
cating by water with Amsterdam itself, was admirably 
situated as a base of future operations. Douay re- 
duced, the allies were to proceed against Arras, the last 
in the triple line of fortresses which covered the frontier; 
after which, they were to lay siege to Calais and Bou- 
logne, in conjunction with an armament sent from Eng- 
land on purpose to co-operate with them. Meanwhile 
Dauphin^ was to be invaded from Piedmont, and the dis- 
affected protestants, who abounded in that province, 
incited to take up arms. A descent was likewise to be 
made on the coast of Languedoc, from whence the peo- 
ple of the Cevennes should be roused into action ; and a 
chain of communication being formed along the Drome, 
through the valley of Crette and by the Vivarais, all the 
insurgents were to act in unison and together. On the 

* The bdiaviour of the allies towards the French plenipotentlariM od 
this occasion seems to have been both iniquitous and impolitic They 
were grossly insulted, kept in a species of imprisonment at Gertrujrdeo- 
berg, and their very letters were opened and read. The Fbanch ccmplained 
bitterlj of such treatment, and not without reason. 
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side of the Peninsula, too^ a great blow was to be struck :- 
in a word^ there was but one section of the vast arena 
where the war should be permitted to languish^ namely, 
on the Rhine. As it was not to that quarter that the 
allies looked for events at all calculated to effect the. 
general issues of the war^ it was determined to support 
there only a corps of observation, of which the numbers 
were to be reduced to the lowest efficient scale, by the 
withdrawal of large detachments towards the Nether- 
lands, and their incorporation with the grand army about 
to penetrate into Artois. 

The conferences of Gertruydenberg were still in 
progress, when Marlborough and Eugene, assembling 
60,000 men at Toumay, prepared to open the cam- 
paign. Having recovered the fortress of Mortagne, a 
little post on the Scheld, of which the enemy had taken 
possession, they distributed their forces into four co- 
lunms, and advanced in the direction of the canal which 
connects Douay with Lille; threatening, at the same 
time, the passes of the Upper Dyle. On the 21st, the 
bridge of Pont k Vendin was seized by the prince of 
Wirtemberg, at the head of 15,000 men ; the same day 
Marlborough made good his passage; while £ugene, 
crossing at Saut and Oourieres, came again into conomu- 
nication with his illustrious coadjutor on the plain of 
Lens. That night the troops lay on their arms : for 
marshal Montesquiou, who commanded 40 battalions 
and 20 squadrons, though he had not ventured to defend 
the canal, was understood to be near at hand ; never- 
theless, when on the mcnrrow the allies again pushed 
upon the Scarpe, Montesquiou retired before them. He 
precipitately crossed the Senzet, took the road to Cam- 
bray, and left them at liberty to follow up at leisure 
their own devices. Thus, without having been com- 
pelled to fire a shot, Marlborough found himself . in 
command of the formidable entrenched camp, tipon the 
construction of which Villars had expended so much 
both of time and labour ; and established in a position 
from which he might at once effect the blockade of 
V 3 
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Bouay, and hold in check any force that might move 
for its relief. 

At an early hour in the morning of the 24th, Douay 
was formally invested. On the northern side of the 
town, goieral Cadogan, with a corps of English, smed 
and kept possession of Pont k Radie on the canal of 
Marchiennes, from which he communicated hy the left 
with Marlhorough, and hy the right with Eug^ie. The 
latter of these chiefs, taking up the line, covered the 
western front hy pitching his camp hetween Auhy and 
Equerchain; while the former, partly hy patrols, partly 
by a judicious selection of posts, masked both the 
eastern and southern faces. Immediately the piquets 
were driven in, and the circle gradually closing, the 
infantry drew their first parallel on the 28th, while the 
cavalry found quarters among the villages which stretch 
from Auby to Bouvigny. 

These preliminary measures being duly taken, a 
double attack commenced, one directed against the gate 
of Equerchain, the other against that of Ocre. The 
approaches were pushed with great vigour, in spite of a 
furious sortie; and the batteries were all constructed and 
ready to receive the guns so early as the 7th of May. 
On the 9th, not fewer than 200 pieces of artillery ar- 
rived in the camp, of which a large portion was imme- 
diately mounted ; and by early dawn on Ae following 
momfaig, a heavy fire opened. But the dangers which 
menaced Douay, of which he entertained a just concep- 
tion, seemed at last to roiise Villars from a snpineness 
not easily explained. He had concentrated in and 
around Cambray so early as the first of May, to the 
amount of 153 battalions and 262 squadrons ; yet it 
was not till now that he exhibited any cUsposition, eithei' 
by manoeuvring or by violence, to reUeve flie place. On 
the 20th, however, when the allies were already ap- 
proaching the covered way, he put his columns in motion. 
He caused several bridges to be constructed upon the 
Scheld ; he occupied in force the castle of Oisy, not far 
from Arleux, and made every demonstration d a medi* 
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lited attack somewhere in the vicinity of Dechy ; for 
tiie puipose, as it ultimately appeared^ of drawing the 
attention of Marlborough to the country between the 
Scheld and the Scarpe. But finding that die allies took 
no notice of these proceedings^ he suddenly changed hift 
plan, and, crossing the Scarpe, asinimed a new position not 
fax from Arras. It was thus placed beyond a doubt> 
^at the succours with which he designed to refresh the 
place would, if thrown in at all, arrive fh>m the side of 
Lens; and to frustrate that object, Marlborough and 
Eugene immediately directed their attention. 

Marlborou^ and £ugene, fully anticipating that a 
place so important as Douay, one of the keys of the 
second fortified line, and hdd by 8000 men, would 
not be suffered to fall without at feast an efibrt to sav^ 
it, had drawn the outline of two fortified positions; 
one, which should cover the besieging force on the east, 
from Arleux to the Scarpe, the other, which protected 
the western camp, from Vitry to Montigny. In tht 
interval, between these lines they assembled, on the 
24th, the whole of their army, with the exception of 
SO battalions which continued the siege, and 12 squa- 
drons by which Pont a Rache was guarded. Here ft 
was proposed to wait the event; because a march of 
six hours would carry them into dther line, according 
as circumstances might require ; but on the 25th, intel^- 
hgence arriving of Villars's movement on Arras, an im-^ 
mediate change of ground took place. The columns, 
getting under arms, passed the Scarpe at several points 
where bridges of communication had been constructed^ 
and threw themselves into the western line; while Marl- 
borough fixed his head-quarters at Vitry on the extreme 
left, and Eugene established himself at Hemin Lietard 
on the right. Yet ,no battle was fought. Villars ad- 
vanced, it is true, on the 1st of June, within musket- 
shot of the allied outposts ; but despjtiring of success, 
immediately fell back to a position between Fampoux 
and Noyelles. Finally, after manoeuvring a few days, 
under the vague hope that some fortunate event might 
II 4 
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befdl^ that ground was^ in its turn^ abandoned^ and a* 
retrogression as far as Arras took place. Marlborou^ 
did not consider it necessary to follow the French mar- 
shal^ or to withdraw his attention for a moment from 
the business of the siege. The corps employed in the 
latter service was^ on the contrary^ strengthened^ and 
incited by every inducement of praise and rivalry to 
increased exertion ; and so well were the wishes of the 
general seconded by the exertions of those under him, 
that all things went on to admiration. On the 22d, 
the trenches being carried to the nearest attainable point,, 
a sap was begun ; and on the 26th, Douay capitulated. 
The garrison, reduced to 4500 men, with the brave go- 
vernor Albergotti, were permitted to march out vrith all 
the honours of war ; and became prisoners under a sti- 
pulation, that they should be exchanged on the very first 
opportunity. 

In the mean while, the state of parties at home wore, 
every day, an aspect less and less agreeable to the vievrs 
and interests of Marlborough. The duchess, by the 
extreme imprudence with which she required a direct 
promise of office for her daughters, widened the breach 
which already subsisted between herself and the queen; 
and then forcing her majesty to grant an interview, 
which had been repeatedly declined, brought about a 
bitter and irreconcilable personal quarrel. As a neces- 
sary consequence, the queen gave herself up vrith in- 
creased readiness into the hands of Mrs. Masham and 
Harley. The whigs, as a body, became more than 
ever distasteful to her; and she determined, at all 
hazards, though by slow and cautious degrees, to expel 
them from office. 

The first act in pursuance of this plan was to remove 
the marquess of Kent from the office of lord chamberlain^ 
and to bestow it, without so much as consulting Godol- 
phin, upon the duke of Shrewsbury. Godolphin, a 
timid and undecided man^ remonstrated against this pro- 
ceeding, and pointed out the results which were likely to 
arise from it ; yet he permitted himself to be used as 9t 
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tool by Harley and the tories^ in soodiing down the indig- 
nation of his coUeagaes. Her next measure had for its 
tendency the humiliation of Marlborough himself; by 
showing him that, even in his own particular depart- 
ment, he possessed no real influence. After forcing the 
French lines^ Marlborough transmitted, through the 
customary channel, a list of such officers as appeared to 
him deserving of promotion. It chanced that, of the 
colonels recommended for advancement to the rank of 
brigadiers, the list stopped short within one of the name 
of colonel Hill; while major Masham was under the 
line of demarcation by three. The queen positively in- 
sisted that both should be preferred; and, in spite of 
strong remonstrances on the part of both Marlborough 
and Walpole, she carried her point. As they had done 
in the case of Shrewsbury's appointment, the whigs 
proved again false to themselves. In the idle expectation 
of conciliating, where firmness alone could have availed, 
they persuaded the duke, much against his own inclin- 
ation, to sanction this most unusual and mischievous 
proceeding ; and Hill and Masham were each of them 
preferred, to the manifest weakening of the whig in- 
terest, and the undisguised triumph of Harley's faction. 
But tbey could not prevail upon the duchess to consum- 
mate this triumph, by consenting to a reconciliation 
with her rival. That was a degradation to which this 
high-spirited woman would not submit : and it is certain 
that as an opposite proceeding could not have produced 
any good effect, so her steady adherence to her own 
opinions led to no evil. 

Having succeeded thus far, without bringing on the 
crisis, for which affairs were as yet scarcely ripe, the 
tories proceeded to hazard another advance, still more 
bold and more illustrative of their ultimate designs. Lord 
Sunderland, the son-in-law of Marlborough, and the 
staunchest if not the ablest whig in the cabinet, was 
dismissed ; and lord Dartmouth, the son of a Jacobite, 
and himself strongly suspected of attachment to the ex- 
iled family, honoured with the seals of office. It would 
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occupy mucli more of space than the plan of the present 
work could sanction, were we to describe the series of 
plots and counter-plots which preceded this arrangement. 
We must be satisfied, therefore, by stating, that Marl- 
borough, betrayed in part by Shrewsbury and Somerset, 
in part misled by the timid views of Godolphin, con- 
sented, after a lengthened correspondence, to endure even 
this disgrace, and to continue, at least during the re- 
mainder of the campaign, in the command of the army. 
But he did so with a perfect prescience of the coming 
downfsdl of his party : every post brought him intelli- 
gence that the violence of the duchess, and the boldness 
of the tories, now decidedly superior to their rivals, both 
in numbers and influence, must ere long bring about a 
dissolution of the parliament ; and hence, as he himself 
expressed it, '' how was it possible, after the contemptible 
usage he had met with, to act as he ought to do?" 

Such was the condition of affairs at home: the whigs 
distracted and dismayed; the tories gaining ground every 
hour; the queen openly avowing principles which she 
had all along been believed to hold ; and the duchess of 
Marlborough, by an indiscreet renewal of a correspond- 
ence as useless as it was unbecoming, increasing the 
personal hostility of the sovereign; when Marlborough 
and Eugene, having allowed their troops to refresh a 
few days after the fall of Douay, began to follow up the 
plan of ulterior operations which they had arranged. On 
the 10th of July the allied army concentrated upon the 
left of the Scarpe, and next morning began their march 
towards Aubigny : but they soon found, on reaching 
Vimy, that Villars had so posted himself as to render 
Arras safe from molestation. He occupied an entrenched 
camp, which, extending from Arras towards the Somme, 
was itself in part protected by the course of the Crinchon; 
and presented such a front, that to attack him with 
forces not numerically superior to his own, would havft 
augured not of bravery, but of folly. The chiefs im 
stantly abandoned their design upon Arras : they man- 
oeuvred to seize Hesdin on the Canche, but were pre- 
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vented ; after which they pushed upon Bethune^ and 
placed it in a state of siege. Villars made no decisive 
efibrt to save it. He contented himself^ on the contrary^ 
with extending his line so as to secure the interior^ and 
fhistrated, hy a succession of petty enterprises, the 
threatened landing near Calais ; so that Bethune, left to 
itself, surrendered, with a garrison of 9OOO men, on the 
28th of August. 

The siege of Bethune was still in progress, when 
Harley and the tories, feeling themselves secure in their 
seats, advised the queen to give the final hlow to whig 
influence. On the 7th of August, Godolphin was dis- 
missed ; and on the 8th, the queen herself wrote to ac- 
quaint Marlhorough of the disgrace of his ancient' friend 
and colleague. In the hittemess of his mortification, 
Marlhorough would have instantly resigned, had he not 
been persuaded hy Godolphin to believe that his own 
honour was implicated in the successful termination of 
the campaign ; and the same system of reasoning which 
served to keep him in office ihen, sufficed to continue 
him there when all the rest of his party withdrew. But 
he served now under very different circumstances, and 
in a frame of mind widely different from that which was 
once accustomed to cheer him. St. John, his ordinary 
correspondent in the new cabinet, employed towards him 
a tone of dictation doubly distasteful, because he was 
unaccustomed to it ; while his credit at the foreign courts 
was diminished in exact proportion to the want of con- 
fidence exhibited towards him by his own government. 
Even the bankers at the Hague hesitated to advance 
money, as they had been accustomed to do, on his bare 
requisition ; and his troops, wretchedly supplied from 
home, fell, as it was unavoidable that they should, far 
in arrear with their pay. The consequence was, that 
desertions, which till now had hardly b^en known, began 
to occur too frequently ; while sickness, the inevitable 
attendant on want of wholesome sustenance during a 
campaign, made sad havoc in his ranks. 

Marlborough was deeply affected by this imlooked-for 
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and unmerited cliange in Ids public position ; nor was 
the iuformation conveyed to Mm as to the conduct of the 
new goyemment with reference to his priyate afl^rs, 
calculated to console him under his mortifications. No 
means were, it appeared, neglected, in order to mortify 
his feelings and destroy his influence ; the very building 
of his pdace at Blenheim was suspended, because the 
treasury refused any longer to advance the funds required; 
nay, the workmen were encouraged to plague both him 
and the duchess for payment of those arrears for which 
the government was responsible. Marlborough endured 
all this with extraordinary temper and dignity : he re. 
fused, indeed, to contribute one shilling towards the cost 
of a fabric, the erection and fitting up of which had been 
undertaken by the nation, except tiiat he directed the 
duchess to get it plainly but sufficiently roofed in, and 
to fit up only so many apartments as they were likely to 
require for tfieir own use ; yet he never once so far for- 
got himself as publicly to complain. In his correspond- 
ence with his private friends, he did not of course conceal 
his sentiments; but to St. John his letters were all dig- 
nified, manly, distant, and official. Nevertheless, it were 
folly to deny that his energy and genius were alike 
cramped by the chagrin under which he laboured. Not 
even when advised by Godolphin to attempt the conquest 
of Boulogne, and so to secure a passage towards the 
enemy's capital, could he muster resolution to hazard so 
bold a stroke. Like other men who act under an au- 
thority which is jealous of them, he shrank from the 
possibility of failure, lest he should be accused of wil- 
fully incurring it ; and he lost, in consequence, for the 
first and only time in his life, an opportunity of striking 
the greatest blow with which France had as yet been 
threatened. 

It was the wish of Marlborough to force Villars to a 
battle, with which view he closely reconnoitred his left, 
the weakest point in the position ; yet even it was un- 
assailable. He proposed next to invest Aire, a place of 
considerable strength on the Lys, and held by a nume- 
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Tous garrison ; and as St.Venant lay in a line at a mo- 
derate distance from it, he consented, at Eugene's sug- 
gestion, to carry on against both simultaneous attacks. 
On the 3d of September, the army marched from Bethune 
for this purpose ; on the 5th, St. Venant, on the 6th, 
Aire, was invested ; the former by twenty battalions and 
five squadrons under the prince of Orange, the latter by 
forty battalions and as many squadrons under the prince 
of Anhalt. But the sieges had not proceeded far when 
a heavy calamity befell. An extensive convoy of am- 
munition and guns, on its march from Ghent, was sur- 
prised and destroyed by the enemy; nor was it without 
a serious loss of time, and the exercise of more than 
common activity and zeal, that the means of carrying the 
services to a successful close were obtained. Still, as the 
French army continued immovable, Villars having been 
compelled to withdraw in consequence of his wound, and 
marshal Harcourt, his representative, not choosing to 
risk a general action, the allies were enabled to retrieve 
their loss. On the 29th of September, St. Venant opened 
its gates, being reduced, by the fire of the besiegers, to 
great extremity; and though Aire held out for some time 
longer, during which time more than one murderous 
sortie was effected, it also was in the end compelled to 
capitulate. And high time it was that Marlborough's jaded 
and ill-supplied army should be relieved from the toil of 
military operations. Independently of their losses in killed 
and wounded, which fell not short of 7000 men, their 
allies had suffered terribly of late from sickness, brought 
on by constant exposure to cold and heavy rains, and ag- 
gravated by the absence of wholesome food ; while Har- 
court, though he would not venture upon any extended 
enterprise, harassed their foraging parties by continual 
skirmishes, and kept the outposts constantly on the 
alert. 

On theSth of November, Aire capitulated; on the 13th, 
the garrison, marching out with the honours of war, be- 
came prisoners. To receive these brave men, and to 
transport them to St.Omer, was the last act of ^e cam- 
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paign ; for the rains continuing with unabated fury^ it 
was deemed necessary to withdraw the troops into win- 
ter quarters. Marlborough disposed his army in three 
grand divisions^ at Brussels^ Malines^ and Li^e; and 
entrusting the command at these several places to the 
prince of Hesse-Cassel^ the earl of Athlone^ and count 
Tllly^ departed, as usual^ for the Hague. 

In spite of the reduction of so many strong places^ — 
of Douay, Bethune^ Aire, and St. Venant, — it must be 
acknowledged that the campaign of 1710, even in the 
Netherlands, failed to produce the results which had 
been anticipated from it A line of works, not less for- 
midable than those already pierced, still covered the 
French frontiers ; and the army which manned them, 
having sustained no disaster, presented a bold and un- 
broken front to its enemies. The loss of life sustained 
by the allies was, on the othDer hand, great ; and the 
change of councils in England had not failed to stir up 
misgivings in the minds not of the English general only, 
but of his confederates. It was whispered, and very 
commonly believed, that queen Anne had offered the 
command of her army to the elector of Hanover ; and 
that nothing except the refusal of that prince to concur 
in putting so gross an insult upon Marlborough, had 
hindered the latter's recall. It would have been strange, 
had men, situated as the confederates were, failed to 
receive of Marlborough's influence an unfavourable im- 
pression; and hence, though they all united in entreating 
that he would not resign his situation, they in many in- 
stances received his applications with an indifference not 
previously exhibited. Something has been said elsewhere 
of an offer, on the part of Charles of Spain, to confer upon 
Marlborough the dignity of governor of Spanish Flan- 
ders, and of the refusal of the latter to accept a situ- 
ation which threatened to involve him in feuds and 
jealousies with the Dutch. Times were now, however, 
changed. The general saw that his sovereign's favour 
was withdrawn from him ; that his power to direct her 
councils no longer existed ; that the party with which 



d by Google 



JCMON DUKE OF MASLBOBOUOH» 175 

he had so long acted was overthrown^ not again to rise; 
and that his prospects of an honoured and easy retire- 
ment were overcast. He now appUed for that very 
office which he had once declined; and his application^ if 
not rejected^ was evaded. 

Nor is this alL The emperor of Austria^ distrustful 
of the English cahinet^ and in some degree insulted hy 
the correspondence of St. John, appeared to transfer a 
portion of his indignation from the real culprits to 
Marlborough; while Prussia^ Holland^ and the other 
confederate powers manifestly regarded the alliance as 
shaken. There were many rumours afloat respecting a 
secret negotiation between ihe cabinets of St. James's and 
the Palais Royal ; and the grounds on which they rested 
were, to say the least of them, too specious not to war- 
rant a good deal of uneasiness. It was not, therefore, 
in consequence of the comparative poverty of his tri- 
imiphs in the field alone, that Marlborough looked upon 
the campaign of 1710 as unsatisfactory. The seeds of 
other and more important failures seemed sown; and 
every day promised to bring them more rapidly to 
perfection. 

Mortifying as these things were, it was still more un- 
satisfactory to be aware that, throughout every part of 
the extensive arena on which the affairs of the allies 
were conducted, they wore at the dose of the summer 
a not less melancholy aspect. On the Rhine, as nothing 
had been anticipated, the achievement of no conquest 
produced neither surprise nor disappointment. In Pied- 
mont, however, in Languedoc, among the people of the 
Cevennes, and in the Peninsula, all the schemes which 
had taken so much time and diligence to concert proved 
abortive. The duke of Savoy, dissatisfied as usual with 
the emperor, refused to take the field; and the general to 
whom he entrusted the command of his troops did no- 
thing. The protestants of Languedoc and the Cevennes, 
disappointed by the protracted absence of the allies, rose 
before the time, and were put down; while the expe- 
dition sent to support them reached its destination only 
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to learn that it came too late. In the Peninsula^ like- 
wise, a campaign which opened hy the achievement of 
two brilliant victories, ended in total defeat ; for the 
army which led Charles in triumph into Madrid, per- 
mitted itself to be surprised and destroyed.* 

Thus on all sides had events befallen widely different 
from those on which Marlborough had counted ; and his 
return to the Hague could not of course be attended 
with the satisfaction which had formerly marked it. Yet 
was he far from relaxing either in his zeal or exertions 
to advance the public interests. He applied, on the con- 
trary, aU the energies of his mind to the soothing of 
rankled feelings among the allies, and the preparation of 
means against another spring ; and if his progress was 
not such as it used to be, he had at least the gratifica^ 
tion to discover, that by Eugene and the pensionary, as 
well as by the powers at large, he was still personally 
held in the highest respect and admiration. 

Marlborough quitted the Hague on the 23d of De- 
cember, and, after a stormy and dangerous passage, 
landed at Solebay on the 26th. On the 28th he arrived 
in London, where it was his intention to seek at once an 
interview with the queen ; but his person being recog- 
nised by an individual in the street, some voices ex- 
claimed, " God bless the duke of Marlborough ! " and 
his carriage was instantly surrounded by a clamorous and | 
admiring crowd. In this manner he was led, as it were, 
in triumph to Montagu House, within the waUs of 
which he confined himself till the populace had dis- 
persed. But the reception which awaited him in other 
and more influential quarters was of a widely different 
nature. The queen, cold and reserved, put a stop to 
all remonstrance on his part, by first observing, that she 
desired a continuance of his services ; and then adding, 
in a harsh tone, ^^ I must request you would not suffer 
any vote of thanks to you to be moved in parliamei^t 
this year, because my ministers will certainly oppose 

* At Brihuega, where Stanhope with hit coipt of flOOO EngUsh were 
made iwitonen. 
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it" These ministers^ again^ though they could not re^ 
fuse to wait upon him, left no means unem^yed la 
order to convince him that the day of his triumph was* 
gone. St. John had the insolence to lecture him on the 
impolicy as well as impropriety of deserting the tories^ 
and allying himself with the whigs. Nay, he even pre- 
sumed to advise, in s^ffected candour, and in the language 
of patr<mage, that his grace would again change sides, 
and hecome a tory. In a word, the illustrious Marlho- 
rough saw himself in the condition of a discarded favour- 
ite, whom his sovereign still permitted to hold ostensible 
rank in her service, hecause the reputation which attached 
to his name was necessary for the purposes of her 
ministers ; at the same ^t, by studied n^lect and posi- 
tive insult, he was made daily to feel> that of real influ- 
ence he retained not a tittle. 

We are not called upon to describe the series of vex. 
atious and humiliating acts which preceded and accom- 
panied the dismissal of the duchess from the royal 
household. Toq much of inscdence there had certainly 
been in the behaviour of that extraordinary woman ; 
and something, perhaps, of weakness the duke himself 
displayed, in his endeavours to avoid or defer the blow: 
but on the manory of queen Anne the whole proceed- 
ing casts the deq>est dLggrace; for it is well known 
that her own feelings not less than the advice of her 
favourites led to it. Neither shall we pause to condemn 
the conduct of the new parliament, which not only re- 
fused to vote its thanks to the greatest man of his age, 
but could listen to the coirert sarcasms which were heaped 
upon him by the noble lord who stood forward as the 
eulogist of lord Peterborough. It is sufficient for our pur- 
pose to record, that, influenced partly by the entreaties of 
Godolphin and prince Eugene, partly by his own sense 
of what he owed to his country and to himself, Marl- 
b(»ough submitted, under a thousand contumelies and 
crosses, to retain the command of the army in Flanders ; 
and that he consulted freely with the very men who 
exulted in th^ success of their intrigues against Ismh 
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as to the plans which it would be pnident to follow in 
the prosecution of the next campaign. Yet was all this 
done under a degree of oppression and irritation which 
seriously affected his healdi; and he had the additional 
mortification before long to learn that the breath of 
popular applause is neither more valuable nor more 
enduring than court favour. A systematic order of 
attack both on his public and private character was or. 
ganised^ to which some of the ablest writers of the day 
^amelessly lent themselves. Prior and Swift assailed 
him in the Examiner^ St. John occasionally taking part 
in the strife; and with such ability was the press directed^ 
that the populace^ always the dupes of a few able and 
generally unprincipled men^ were led to r^ard him 
as a traitor and a coward^ whom they had so long wor. 
shipped as a hero. It is true that Marlborough was 
not without literary supporters. Maynwaring^ Hare^ 
Steele^ and Oldmixon wielded their pens in his defence ; 
but as their ability fell far short of their zeal^ the attempt 
served only to bring both themselves and their patron 
more and more under the lash of the most biting sa- 
tirist of his own or almost of any other age. The great 
man, who had preserved his composure under all the 
dllghts cast upon him by ministers, — who did not refuse 
to vindicate, with calmness, his own policy against the 
attacks of his enemies in parHament, broke down, in a 
great degree, beneath the repeated assaults of this coarse 
and unsparing libeller. He alludes in many of his 
letters to the ^^ villanous way of printing, which stabbed 
him to the heart;*' and from a dread of diat, much more 
than of any other species of annoyance, he placed a re- 
straint both upon his own conduct and on the proceedings 
of ^e duchess. 

While they thus harassed their general by means of 
their adherent^ both in and out of parliament, the mi- 
nisters voted ample supplies for the war, at the same 
time that they carried on a secret negotiation through 
an obscure catholic priest, for the purpose of putting a 
speedy^ end to hostilities. From all knowledge of ^his 
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intrigue; Marlborough was of course excluded ; indeed^ 
his situation at home became in the end so irksome^ that^ 
independently of the dictates of duty, a strong desire to 
free himself from mortifications which he could neither 
avoid nor disr^ard, induced him to hasten the period 
of his departure. Haying respectfully, though coldly, 
taken leave of the queen and her advisers, he set out 
on the last day of February, and on the 4th of March 
arrived at the Hague : but he came a very different man 
in all respects from what he had been on every previous " 
occasion. No longer the guide, but the servant, of the 
cabinet, he was carefully excluded from the management 
of every transaction which bore not directly and imme- 
diately on military operations ; nay, so anxious were the 
tones to convince both him and the allies of his abso- 
lute loss of influence, that they appointed as their agent 
at the Hague itself, lord Raby, the most bitter of his po- 
litical enemies. Thus thwarted on every side, and re- 
duced, according to his own phrase to the condition of 
*^ white paper," Marlborough prepared to enter upon a 
campaign, of which it was impossible to doubt that it 
would be his last. 

We have said, that, previous to his return to England, 
in the winter of 1710, Marlborough had arranged his plan 
of future operations ; £ugene, as usual, cordially co-oper- 
ating, and the pensionary continuing warmly to support 
him. These had so far been adhered to, that he now . 
found the army exceedingly efficient ; while, on the 
side both of Spain and Piechnont, every assurance was 
given that a powerful diversion would be effected in his 
£ivour. The troubles in Hungary, hkewise, being ap- 
peased by the treaty of Zatmar, the emperor found 
himself at liberty to take the field against die common 
enemy with increased effect ; and Eugene, rejoicing in 
the event, was prepared to conduct large reinforcements 
into the Netherlands in person. But the flattering 
prospects thus held out, — prospects which neither the 
treachery nor the ingratitude of the government at home 
could obscure, — were suddenly overcast by an event, of 
N 2 
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all Others^ ihe most unfortunate which could have oc 
curred at wch a moment. The emperor Joseph sick- 
ened with small-pox, and, heing improperly treated, died^ 
in the 35th year of his age. Charles of Spain instantly 
declared himisdf a candidate for the throne of the Cssars; 
and to secure ^s elevation became, with his adherents 
and partisans, a matter of much more importance than 
the vigorous prosecution of the war. Kven £ugene, 
deep-seated as his abhorrence of French ambition was^ 
considered himself bound to suspend his march till this 
vital question should be settled ; and haice Marlborough 
felt that he must at aU events begin the campaign, de- 
prived both of the able counsels of his old colleague, 
and of a very large portion of the troops on whose pre- 
sence he had calculated. 

It was while labouring under the gloomy forebodings 
to which so many cross accidents were calculated to 
give rise, that Marlborough, after a delay of something 
more than a month at the Hague, set out to join the 
army. On the SOth of April he quitted Toumay, 
whither he had repaired a few days previously, and 
fixed his head-quarters at Orchies, between LiDe and 
Douay, where the divisions were already concentrated. 
Here die troops were passed in review, to the amount of 
184 battalions and 364 squadrons; and by four o'clock 
in the afternoon of the 1st of May, the campaign may be 
said to have opened. 

As it was the great object of the French monarch to 
prevent the irruption of the allied forces beyond the in- 
terior line of fortresses which covered the frontier on the 
side of Arras and Cambray, Villars had employed the 
latter part of the preceding campaign in forming a chain 
of works, the strength of which had been gready in- 
creased during the dose months of winter. The en- 
trenchments thus constructed ran from Namur on the 
Meuse, by a sort of irr^ular line, to the coast of Picardy. 
Dxtendii^ along the marshy banks of the Canche, they 
leaned for support on the posts of Montroeul, Herdin, 
and Trevent; while the greater fortresses of Ypro^ 
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Dnnidrk^ Gravelmes^ Calais^ and StOmer^ lying in tbdr 
front, rendered the approacbefi both hazardous and diffi^ 
colt. Wherever a stream fell in with the direction of 
the allignment, it was careftilly dammed and otherwise 
rendered defensible ; every morass was deepened, either 
by letting in water from die larger rivers, or by cutting 
drains which threw their contents upon it ; while here 
and there, where an open plain occurred, a series of 
breast- works and redoubts were erected, so as to block 
up the pass, except against very superior numbers. 
£arly in spring, Villars quitted Paris, whither he had 
repaired to be cured of his wounds, a^«r the suspension 
of active operations; and, fixing his head-quarta« at 
Cambray, waited to observe the first movements of the 
allies, in order that he might regulate his own strictly- 
defensive proceedings accordingly. 

The concentration of Marlborough's divisions in and 
around Douay induced the French marshal to collect 
at an opposite point; and he accordingly pitched his tents 
along that concave portion of his lines which, beginning 
at Bouchain, terminated near Monchy le Preiix, Here 
he believed Mmself, and not without reason, to be 
secure &om ^e danger of an attack ; for the fortresses 
projecting beyond his flanks effectually covered him, 
while they afforded ample facilities for that war upon 
convoys in which he immediately engaged. The conse- 
quence was, that during a space little short of three weeks, 
in which the two armies faced each other, he contrived 
to inflict more than one serious loss upon Marlborough. 
Yet Marlborot^h bore these disasters with the most 
perfect equanimity. Having arranged his plan of cam- 
paign, be treated all minor affairs as things unworthy 
of more than a passing thought, while he directed the 
great powers of his mind to the accomplishment of a 
single object ; which^ as a necessary consequence, he at 
last ^illy attained. 

There were two spaces in the gigantic position of 
Villars more vulnerable than the rest; though these 
*ivere both of them abundantly strong: one by the 
N 3 
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coast^ which would infer the necessity of masking several 
important fortresses ; the other ahout midway hetween 
Bouchain and L'Ecluse. After maturely considering 
the chances^ Marlhorough made up his mind to attempt 
the latter; firsts because the nature of the country be- 
tween Cambray and Bouchain would enable him to take 
the lines in reverse ; secondly, because by the reduc 
tion of Bouchain and Quesnoy he should at once lay 
open France up to the very gates of Paris. With this 
view, he advanced, on the 2d day of May, to a new 
position, of which the right appuyed on Ferin upon the 
canal of Douay, while the left was thrown back to the 
hamlet of Fenain, immediately in front of the wood of 
Pres Tanlu. He was thus placed abruptly and without 
disguise opposite to the point threatened ; a circum- 
stance wldch does not often occur in a campaign of 
manoeuvres: while Villars, concentrated before him, 
naturally looked widi a suspicious eye to almost every 
other section in his own lines. 

Such was the state of the war, one rather of expect^ 
ation than of action, when on the 2Sd Eugene arrived 
in the camp, in sufficient time to take part in the enter- 
tainment which Marlborough gave to his army, in com* 
memoration of the victory at Ramilies. The two chiefs 
were as usual candid and open to each other ; but though 
the prince examined the details of Marlborough's pro- 
jected operations, and cordially approved of them aU, 
the condition •{ Germany would not permit that he 
should lend the aid of his great talents in carrying 
them into execution. The object of his coming, in- 
deed to himself a painful one, was to cripple Marl- 
borough, by removing from him a large portion of the 
force, on the efficiency of which he had been led to cal- 
culate. Even this circumstance, however, though em- 
barrassing in no ordinary degree, took away neither from 
the zeal nor the determination of the English generaL 
He knew that to his own government he was become an 
object of jealous abhorrence ; and hence that every prou 
oeeding on his part woidd be scrutinised with the most 
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malicious exactitude ; and he resolved that no opening 
should be a£Porded even to the bitterest of his enemies 
to assert^ that he had permitted a sense of private injus- 
tice to interfere with the discharge of his public duty. 

Having tarried nearly three weeks in Marlborough's 
eamp^ Eugene on the 13th of June directed his contin- 
gent^ amounting to not less than 30^000 men^ to be 
under arms^ and in line of march, before dawn on the 
following morning. Marlborough so far turned this 
lamented separation to account, that he also gave in-i 
structions for his own corps to assemble; and while 
thirty squadrons occupied the heights of Sailly, so as to 
mask the mou^ements which went on in their rear, both 
the German and the Anglo-Batavian armies struck their 
tents. Eugene, having bidden farewell to his comrade in 
many triumphs, now took the road to Toumay ; while 
the duke, filing to his right, passed the Scarpe, and 
emerged into the plain of Lens. The troops halted in 
position, with their right at Lieven, on the Souchet, and 
the left towards Equerchin ; and as it formed no pait 
of the general's scheme to disguise the evolution, they 
were speedily followed by the enemy. Villars no sooner 
became aware of the movement, than he also broke up 
fi'om his camp. He marched rapidly towards his left^ 
in the rear of the chain of redoubts, till he had placed 
himself exactly opposite to Marlborough, with his left 
upon Montenencourt, his centre at Arras, and his right 
appuyed by the rugged banks of the Coqueel. Yet 
though the allies lay exposed in an open plain, and by fre- 
quent reconnoissances showed their readiness to engage^ 
ViUars would not hazard an attack. He was restrained^ 
as it afterwards appeared, not more by the removal from 
his own camp of some of his best corps, both of horse 
and foot, than by the positive commands of his sove- 
reign ; and hence a second interval of something more 
than a month occurred, during which the armies looked 
at one another, without engaging in any thing more se- 
rious than occasional affairs of foragers and convoys* 

There were two posts occupied by Villars in advance 
N 4 
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of his main line^ which threatened smoosl j to interfare 
-widi Marlborough's projected operations, — namelj^ 
Arleuz and Aubignj, — the one on the causeway which 
leads to the bridge over the Senzet, at PaUue, the other 
in front of Aubanchoeil-an-bac, likewise on the Sen- 
set. These it was essential to reduce ; not, indeed, that 
they might be held by the allies, for that would have 
alarmed without weakening the enemy; but that they 
might be recovered again by the French, and ultimately 
destroyed. They were accordingly attacked with great 
fury by detachments sent out for the purpose; and 
they were both carried, with the loss of a few lives on 
the part of the assailants. The allies, after dismantling 
Aubigny, instantly began to strengthen Arlenx, by eau- 
larging its enceinte, and surrounding it with fiesh out- 
works ; while a camp of reserve being established on the 
glacis of Douay, every demonstration of a desire to retain 
the conquest was given. 

For some days all was quiet ; but on the night of the 
9th of July, Villars arranged and executed a compli- 
cated movement, with such address, that he surprised 
the camp before Douay, and killed or made prisoners 
about 200 men. Marlborough could not conceal a 
natural chagrin that his troops should have exercised so 
litde vigilance; yet was he far from lamenting the 
issue of the affidr. On the contrary, he anticipated 
irom it k serious increase to the confidence of the enemy, 
already somewhat excessive ; and he manoeuvred so as 
to turn to the best account any error of which they 
might be guilty. Having rdnforced the garrison of 
Arleux, and mounted ten guns on the ramparts, he sud- 
denly withdrew the detachment which had hitherto 
supported it ; and assembling all his forces on the other 
side of the Scarpe, left the post to stand or fall by its 
own resources. Nor was this all. As if anxious to find 
out some more convenient field of operations, he moved 
on the 20th to a still greater distance ; and halting that 
night not far from Bethune, took up a fresh position 
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on ike Slst, with his right at Etr^ Blanche on the 
Quelle^ and his left at BoUYriere. 

Though scnrelj puzzled by these eccentric evolutions^ 
because at a loss to sunnise what end they were designed 
to serve^ Villars esteemed it prudent to watch his illus- 
trious opponent with all his strength. With this view 
he took ground in a direction parallel to that followed 
by Marlborough^ till^ by placing his right at Monte- 
nencourt^ and his left at Oppy^ he had manned the 
formidable works which connected by a belt of iron the 
Scaipe wltb the Canche. Nevertheless he was neither 
i^ardless nor indi£^ent to the exposed situation of 
Arlenx. He caused it to be fiercely attacked by a corps 
of sixteen battalions and as many squadrons^ under 
Montesquiou : it was won^ after a desperate resistance^ 
and^ as i^e English general had anticipated, immediately 
levelled with the earth. Thus, though at a considerable 
expense of life, was one important device of Marlborough 
realised, and a free passage opened for ^e developement 
of that grand manoeuvre, on the result of which the fate 
of France appeared to turn. 

When intdligence came in that Arleux had fallen, 
and that a corps fr<Hn the French army had moved to 
the Sambre, Marlborough affected an extraordinary de. 
gree of chagrin. He shunned the society of his generals, 
held little or no intercourse with his personal staff, and 
gave out, on every convenient occasion, that he should 
avenge these disasters, and save Brabant, by forcing 
Villars, at all hazards, to a battle. Meanwhile he si- 
lently despatched reinforcements to general Hompesch 
at Douay ; caused his own bf^gage to be escorted to the 
same place; and commanded six days' bread to be secretly 
pr^ared and forwarded to the camp from Lisle ; then, 
after ordering his heavy artillery to the rear, he broke 
up at an early hour in the morning of the 1st of August, 
and advanced in eight columns towards the enemy's 
lines. That night he halted at Pont de Retreuve, where 
on the extreme left of the line his head-quarters wete 
fixed ; but next day he was again, with all possi^ 
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ostentation^ in march. Finally, he took up a position 
at a league's distance from the lines, with his left at 
Villers aux Bois, and his right near BaiUeul, where the 
cavalry were ordered to provide themselves with fascines, 
and the infantry warned that it would ere long be their 
part to use them. 

While the mass of the horse were busied in obeying 
these directions, brigadier.general Sutton marched se-< 
cretly from the camp, at the head of a strong detachment 
of infantry, and the whole of the field-artillery, except 
four light pieces. This movement, of which no one 
could guess the object, occurred on the 3d; and on the 4th, 
Marlborough in person executed a close reconnoissance, 
under the escort of a corps of grenadiers and eighty 
squadrons of caval^. He advanced on this occasion 
within cannon-shot of the enemy's works, pointing out 
to the generals who accompanied him certain points, as 
those which they would be required to carry; and the 
whole cortege returned to camp about noon, in the full 
expectation of a decisive battle on the morrow. The same 
idea was entertained both by ViUars and his troops, all 
of whom anticipated a great and easy victory; for it 
was as wdl known to them as it was to the allies 
that Marlborough had denuded himself of artillery, 
Marlborough, however, had a widely different game to 
play. The tattoo was yet sounding, when orders passed 
quietly through the allied camp that the tents should 
be struck, and the troops, formed in columns of march, 
left in front ; nor did half an hour elapse ere the whole 
were in rapid and silent movement towards Vitry on the 
Scarpe. Yet they passed not from their ground without 
effecting one more manoeuvre, of which it was the 
tendency to distract ViUars, and keep him jealous of his 
position. A few squadrons of well mounted horse pass- 
ing briskly to the right, swept round by Sart-le-bois^ 
Sace, and Houvigneul, so as to alarm the enemy's left; 
and then falling back with the same precipitation which 
marked their advance, formed themselves into a rear* 
guard to the columns. 
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Some hours prior to the general move^ Cadogan^ at^ 
tended by forty troopers^ had quitted the camp^ for the 
purpose^ as was given out, of superintending certain 
arrangements, which, on the eve of a decisive battle^ 
prudence rendered necessary. The real object of his 
mission was to join general Hompesch, who had now 
under his orders twenty.two battalions with 2000 horse, 
and to co-operate with him in an attempt to seize the 
causeway at Aubanchoeil-au-bac, by which the enemy's 
lines were intersected. The very best success attended 
this daring but masterly manoeuvre. Cadogan made 
such haste, that he reached Douay long before midnight. 
Hompesch's troops were instantly in movement, and by 
three o'clock in the morning the Senzet was crossed, and 
the works which defended it surmounted. All, moreover, 
was done without a shot being fired, or a single casualty 
occurring ; for Villars, not dreaming that there could be 
danger at so great a distance from his enemy's head- 
quarters, had, with very blamable negligence, left the 
post of Aubanchoeil-au-bac unguarded. 

Marlborough, who marched at the head of the leading 
column, had passed the Scarpe, when a despatch from 
Cadogan communicated the welcome intelligence that 
the lines were actually in his possession. He sent ur- 
gent and repeated orders to the infantry that they should 
quicken their pace ; while he himself, followed by fifty 
squadrons, pushed forward at a trot. The day was just 
breaking, that is to say, five o'clock had struck, when the 
glad tidings reached him ; at eight he was across the 
Senzet, and joined by the whole of his field-train, which 
thus arrived in good time to support the detached corps 
in case of an attack. Of an attack, however, there was no 
danger. Villars had, it is true, become aware, so early 
as eleven o'clock on the preceding night, that the aUies 
were moving ; and his scouts assured him that the di- 
rection of the march was to the eastward : yet the appear- 
ance of the cavalry on his left confirmed him in the 
suspicion that it was nothing more than a feint, and that 
he should after all be attacked where he stood on the first 
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retarn of light. Thougb he kept his men under aims, 
ther^re^ he permitted no reconnoissance to he hazarded^ 
lest an affiur of posts hegon in the dark might lead to a 
general assanlt^ and he should thus he d^riyed of his 
great superiority in cannon. But Villars, like many other 
tacticians^ had permitted his own plans so cwnpletdy to 
engross Ms attention^ that to those of his enemy he was 
blind. He continued under this delusion till two in the 
morning ; and then awoke from it only to he convinced 
that the opportunity of baffling an active and intdligent 
f»pp<ment was lost 

Irritated by the consciousness that he had been beaten 
at his own weapons^ the French marshal put himsdf at 
the head of his carahy^ and flew at the utmost speed of 
his horses towards the point of danger. One by one his 
troopers fell bdiind ; and when with reckless haste he 
had traversed the defile of Saulchy^ he found himself 
with little more than 100 men^ in the midst of the allied 
outposts. His escort, charged by superior ntunbors, 
surrendered to a man, and himself escaped almost by a 
miracle ; but he had seen enough to assure him that the 
error of whidi he had been deceived into the commission 
was beyond remedy. Not the cavalry and field-train 
alone, but the infantry also of the allies were in position 
within the lines, widi their left on the Gauche near 
Vesey, and their right in the hamlet of Bantigny; and 
as his own people came up stragglingly, it would have 
convicted him of absolute frensy, had he so far forgotten 
himself as to hazard an attack. He accordingly halted 
in rear of the defile, and in no very enviable frame of 
mind passed that night, as he had done the preceding, 
tmder arms. 

Astonished at an achievement which far surpassed their 
most sanguine anticipations, the Dutch and Austrians, 
contrary to their usual practice, urged Marlborough to 
attack; but this he declined to do. His troops had 
marched on the preceding night ten leagues without a 
halt ; they were, therefore, in no condition to receive, ftt 
Jew to give a battle; besides, his views pointed elsewhere 
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than to an engag^pient^ which must he fought under 
imminent risks at the hest^ and which^ if lost, would have 
utterly destroyed him. He^ therefore^ q>ent that night in 
hivouac ; and though he advanced on the following day 
a couple of miles on the rotad to Camhray^ the move- 
ment was not designed for any thing more important 
than a fdnt. It had the effect of restraining ViUars 
from passing the Scheld; and enaUed Marlhorough 
himself to complete^ unmoHested^ eight pontoon bridges^ 
across which^ before noon on the 7th> he led his colutnns. 
Thus were Uie means prepared^ in the face of an army 
numerically superior to his own^ for the investment of 
one of those places whi<4^ it formed part of his gigantic 
design to reduce ; and thpugh the movements requi- 
site in order to take advivfitage of these were, doubtless, 
not without hasard, the excellence of his dispositions 
sufficed to neutralise it. Marlborough led his infantry 
under the gims of Cambray ; the shot from which occa- 
sionally reached him ; yet he made such excellent use of 
his cavalry, in the occupation of commanding eminences, 
that Villi^ did not venture seriously to molest him. 

It was late before the passage of the river was made 
good, and midnigl^ was at hand, when, amid the pelt- 
ing oi a violent storm, the allies reached the plain of 
Avesnes le Sec. Here, destitute of all shelter, die troops 
lay down ; but at eight next morning they were again 
under arms, and, filing into a new position, drew up, with 
their left extended along the Ille from Douchy to Has- . 
pres, and the right thrown back at an obtuse angle, and in a 
direction towards Houdain. At the same time, various 
detachments which had been left on the Senzet were 
called in. A piquet of grenadiers akne, indeedy con- 
tinued for a few hours to hold the Roman camp, a post 
of some importance on the left of the Scheld ; but to- 
wards evening it also was withdrawn, and the last of the 
bridges on which the army had crossed was removed. 
Thus was the ground occupied, by preventing the allies 
in the seizure of which, Villars might even yet have re^ 
triered his fortunes ; for so long as the right of the 
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Scheld was closed against him^ not even the forcing of 
the lines could have enabled Marlborough to effect the 
investment either of Bouchain or Valenciennes. 

Brilliant as their successes had been^ there yet re- 
mained many and serious obstacles to be overcome ere 
the allies coiQd complete their lines of circumvallation^ or 
open their trenches against Bouchain. Situated upon 
two rivers, the Senzet and the Scheld; of which the for- 
mer bisects, while the latter covers Ae eastern face of 
the town, Bouchain was protected not only by a circle of 
formidable entrenchments, but by marshes and swamps, 
through which the only roads of communication were nar. 
row causeways, in no ordinary degree defensible. The 
situation of Villars, moreover, afforded numerous oppor- 
tunities of throwing succours into the place; for the enemy 
occupied the whole extent of the angle between the Senzet 
and the Scheld, and began promptly to entrench there. 
Besides, the western &ont was still open, and it rested 
with Villars ei^er to keep it so, by traversing the 
Senzet in force; oi^ retaining his fortified camp, to 
straiten in their lines such divisions as Marlborough 
might detach for the purpose of pressing the siege in 
that quarter. Now, when to all this is added the circum- 
stance, that a garrison of 6OOO chosen men manned the 
works ; that they were commanded by an officer of tried 
courage and ability, and amply supplied with stores, 
money, and provisions ; it will, we think, be admitted, 
that nothing but courage of the highest order could have 
prompted any man to undertake a service so hazardous 
as that in wUch the allies were about to embark. 

Tq the many difficulties which were likely to attend 
the siege, Marlborough was fuUy alive; and sensible 
that these could be overcome only by the utmost promp- 
titude of action, he made haste to complete his ar- 
rangements. On the morning of the 8th, a bridge was 
laid upon the Scheld at Neuville, below the town, by 
which sixty squadrons passed, and took possession of 
the heights of Vignonette, across which the road from 
Douay runs. Meanwhile Villars, throwing thirty bat- 
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taHons over the Senzet^ made himself master of the hill 
mbove Marquette^ and hegan to erect a series of works^ 
which should at once keep open his own communications 
with the town through the swamp and its southern fronts 
and render any attempt hy the allies to push the ap- 
proaches in that direction ahortive. Marlborough was 
not slow in obtaining information^ as well respecting the 
progress of these works as touching the design which 
they were meant to serve. He determined to storm them 
ere they should be completed; and with this view general 
Fagel^ at the head of a strong corps both of horse and foot, 
was passed silently over the river. But the skilfiil dis- 
positions of Villars thwarted him. Not only was there 
collected at Wavrechin a force greatly superior to that of 
Fagd, but the allied piquets at Ivry were suddenly at- 
tacked; and Marlborough was compelled to countermarch 
in all haste, that he might be at hand to repel the danger. 
Villars, it appeared, had either obtained information of 
Fagel's movement, or he anticipated it. He accordingly 
crossed the Scheld at Ramilies with a large portion of 
his army ; advanced, under cover of night, as far as 
Ivry ; and was now manoeuvring to bring on a deci- 
sive action, by which he hoped to destroy the allies in 
detail. But Vjillars, active as he was, could not boast of 
a supaiority, even in ^at respect, over his rival. Marl- 
borough, who had accompanied Fagel in person, no 
sooner heard the report of cannon, than he guessed its 
cause ; and, withdrawing under the fire of the works, 
repassed the Scheld, and resumed his station on the 
right bank, ere a serious attack could be hazarded. 

Though baffled in this attempt, and reduced to the 
necessity of covering his own camp with a chain of field- 
works, Marlborough neither despaired of ultimate success, 
nor relaxed one effort to effect speedily an enterprise, in 
the accomplishment of which he may be said in some 
d^;ree to have staked his reputation. He strengthened 
himself on the right bank by securing a chain of works 
firom Houdain to Ivry, and from Ivry to the Selle near 
fiaspres ; while at the same time he instructed Cadogan, 
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who returned, when the inunediate danger passed vrnf, 
to pursue a sunilar course on die left. He thus seeuied 
himself from molestation, by the very same proeess whieh ' 
closed up all the avenues of approach to Bouchain, ex- 
cept one. Upon that one he next turned; and a trial of 
^dll, which has not many parallek in inilitary history^ 
immediately b^an. 

We have alluded to the positkm talsen up by VHhas 
on the northern bank of the Senzet, and the diligence 
with which he entrenched there a corps of infantry. In 
order to render abortive any effort on Marlborou^'s part 
to interpose between that corps and the town, three 
redoubts were marked out ; of which it was the ob- 
ject to form a sort of chain of communication towards 
the place at right angles with the line in which the works 
of the besiegers must be drawn. This occurred during 
the night of the 13th; and the propriety of the measure 
became apparent, when the return of day showed the 
alhes in the act of leading their breast-work forward j&om 
the height above Marquette into the interval which 
would have been otherwise left unguarded. But the pre- 
caution of Villars came too late. That very day his un- 
finished redoubts were stormed ; and in spite of a heavy 
fire both from ^e town and the entrenched camp, the 
besiegers carried their zigzag down to the edge of the 
morass. Batteries were now thrown up, and guna brou^t 
to bear upon almost every foot of the causeway ; yet the 
causeway itself could not be dosed, without another and 
stiU more daring effort 

It has been stated above, that the space between the 
two rivers consists entirely of a marsh, through which a 
live, or raised road, conducts the traveller from Bouchain 
to Cambray. The better to secure this, Villars erected a 
battery at Etrun, the fire from which swept directly 
down the road ; and he posted there a battalion of six 
hundred men, which he supported in the rear by a brigade 
of three thousand. Marlborough saw that, to complete 
the investment of the town, it would be necessary to mdce 
himself master of this battery. With incredible labour 
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and diligence^ two fascine roads were constructed through 
the marsh from the hanks hoth of the Scheld and Senzet^ 
and on the night of the l6th^ six hundred chosen gre- 
nadiers were ordered to turn them to account. These 
boldly advanced, till the paths ended; they then plunged 
into the swamp, and though covered with water to the 
shoulders, they struggled forward without firing a shot. 
They rushed with their bayonets upon the battery, and, 
at the cost of six lives only, drove the enemy from their 
guns. Not a moment was lost in converting the barrier 
thus won into a place of defence. The battery, closed 
in the rear, became, ere morning, a redoubt ; and Bou- 
chain ceased to hold any communication with the army 
of marshal Villars. 

From this time forth the siege of Bouchain was 
pressed with all the activity and diligence for which the 
illustrious Marlborough stood conspicuous.' The trenches 
were opened on the night between the 21st and 22d; three 
separate attacks were pushed on the eastern, the western, 
and southern faces of the town ; a tremendous train of 
cannon, mortars, and cohoms shook the ramparts to 
pieces ; and outwork after outwork, as it yielded to the 
fij-e, was stormed and taken. Neither the repeated at- 
tempts of Villars to penetrate the entrenched camp, nor 
the vigorous sorties of the besieged, retarded the progress 
o£ the operation for one hour ; and at last the governor 
felt himself reduced to the stem necessity of proposing 
terms of capitulation. They were peremptorily rejected ; 
the bearer of the flag being instructed to inform his com- 
m^mdant that an unconditional surrender could alone 
save the town from the horrors of an assault. Hard as 
these conditions were, there was no possibility of evading 
them. On the 14th of September the remains of the 
garrison, amounting to 3000 of all ranks, marched out, 
and laid down their arms in the ditch, when the men 
were immediately transported to Toumay, the officers to 
Holland, as prisoners of war. 

During the continuance of this arduous operation, no 
movement of importance occurred on any other point in 

VOL. n. o 
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the theatre of war. An effort was indeed made by the 
enemy to recover Douay by surprise^ which failed ; and 
a detached corps of the allies was attacked and routed 
at Houdain^ with the loss of many prisoners^ among 
whom Bourke the Prussian minister was included. Dif- 
ferent encounters between foraging parties^ with an oc- 
casional affair of posts, likewise gave cause of excitement 
among those remoter divisions whose situation necessarily 
precluded them from taking part in the labours of the 
siege. But from none of these did any memorable re- 
sult occur. It were, however, unjust towards the me- 
mory of the great man whose military life forms the 
subject of this article, were we to omit an anecdote^ so 
far connected with his professional character as marking 
the deep sense which this soldier^ amid the full career 
of victory, retained of what is due to distinguished piety 
and high literary renown. The estates belonging to the 
see of Cambray, of which the illustrious Fenelon was 
bishop, lay within reach of every marauding party that 
might issue from the allied lines : Marlborough not only 
stationed a guard at the chateau to protect it from vio- 
lence, but caused his own wagons, under escort of his 
own dragoons^ to carry the good bishop's com as far as 
the suburbs of the city. " Ce fut ce sentiment," says 
the French biographer, " qui, connu d' Alexandre^ con- 
servu, au milieu des mines de Thebes^ et la maison et 
la famille de Pindare." 

It was the anxious wish of Marlborough to take ad- 
vantage of what yet remained of the season for active 
operations, by following up the capture of Bouchain by 
the investment of Quesnoy ; with which view he ceased 
not, during the latter days of the siege, to press both 
the Dutch and English govemments for supplies and 
means of transport. The latter he found exceedingly 
averse to come into his wishes ; nor did any great while 
elapse ere intelligence reached him which served to ac- 
count for a resistance which he had by no means anti« 
cipated. Of the secret negotiations which even now were 
carried on between the cabinets of St James's and the 
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ruilleries, some notice has already been taken. These 
proceeded for a while^ though tardily^ with abundant 
good fortune ; Prior, the poet, being despatched to Paris 
for the purpose of adjusting one or two points which 
alone stood in the way of a definitiye arrangement But 
this step, to which both Oxford and St. John trusted as 
an effectual preserrative against any immature disclosure, 
proved peculiarly disastrous in its issue. Prior, landing 
at Deal on his return, was arrested by the mayor as a 
spy, and being destitute of passports underwent a close 
and severe examination ; the consequence was, that the 
great secret which the queen's ministers had so long 
tfiboured to keep from the general-in-chief of the queen's 
armies, got abroad ,* and Marlborough, informed of it, 
became at once satisfied relative to the conduct of the 
Dutch, and the very false position in which he himself 
stood. He saw that he was betrayed by his own go- 
vernment ; and every hope of bringing the war to the 
glorious termination on which he had a right to calcu- 
late, faded away. His design on Quesnoy was aban- 
doned: he remained, indeed, in position around Bouchain 
a space of three weeks, during which the breaches were 
repaired, the trenches filled up, and the navigation of 
the Scarpe as far as Douay rendered secure ; but he no 
sooner ascertained that Villars had previously withdrawn, 
than he too broke up his camp, and placed the troops in ' 
winter quarters. • 

The campaign of 1711, though distinguished by a 
display of talent almost superhuman on the part of Marl« 
borough, cannot be said, even in the Low Countries, to 
have led to any decisive results. The lines, which the 
vanity of Villars tempted him to describe, in a letter to 
his sovereign, as the nc plus ultra of his illustrious op- 
ponent, were indeed penetrated, and one of the strongest 
of the range of fortresses which covered the French fron- 
tier was reduced. These were, doubtless, brilliant ex- 
ploits ; yet was the strength of the enemy's columns 
unbroken, and a second line remained to be forced ere 
France should lie open to serious injury from those who 
o 2 
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now threatened her. It is trae that both objects migbt 
have been attained^ had the plans suggested by Marl- 
borough been adopted^ and common suppoist afforded 
him. So confident^ indeed^ was Louis of this^ that he 
proposed to take the field in person ; and^ at the head of 
his last corps of reserve, to fight at once for empire and 
life under the walls of Paris. But a calamity from which 
his exhausted means could not in all human probability 
have shielded him, was averted by the selfish and short- 
sighted policy of those to whom the queen of England, 
in an evil hour, had entrusted the management of her 
afl&irs. Marlborough, checked in the full career of con- 
quest, quitted the army in disgust; and Louis found 
himself, within a few months afterwards, in a condition 
to treat with the allies on terms of something more than 
equality. 

But if the issue of the contest in the Netherlands was 
thus unsatisfactory, still less cheering were the prospects 
which the close of the season opened out elsewhere. In 
Spain, where the command of the British contingent hall 
devolved on the duke of Argyle, the summer was wasted 
in inactivity ; for the departure of Charles to ascend the 
Austrian throne, which the death of his brother rendered 
vacant, seemed to paralyse all exertion. In Portugal, if 
we except the recapture of Miranda de Douro by the 
combined troops under lord Portmore, no enterprise of 
'moment was attempted; while on the Rhine, not less 
than in the districts acyoining to the Alps, the campaign 
may be said to have been one of demonstration alone. 
The duke of Savoy did indeed make an effort, by push- 
ing upon the frontiers of Provence, where he was aUy 
and vigilantly opposed by marshal Berwick : but as an- 
tomn drew on, both his zeal and energy relaxed, and he 
fell back, without striking a blow, to his old positioiis. 
Thus, through a total want of confidence which the con- 
federates began to experience each in the other, and all 
in Great Britain, was the season permitted to pass un- 
pvofitably away ; which, had a different spirit prevailed, 
must have consummated the downfall of Bourbon so- 
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premacy^ and the permanent establishment of a balance 
of power in £urope. 

With the dose of this campaign ended what^ in strict 
propriety of speech, deserves to be accounted the pro- 
fessional life of Marlborough. To narrate at length the 
remainder of his career^ may seem to belong to another 
besides his military biographer; yet is the story so in- 
teresting in itself, as well as so redolent of moral in- 
struction, that to o£Per of it something more than a 
meagre outline of dates, may, perhaps, be permitted even 
here. We are the more encouraged in adopting this 
course, from the recollection that our proceeding can in 
no degree interfere with any other department, at least^ 
in this series of works. When Marlborough ceased to 
be a British general, he ceased also to be a British 
statesman ; it is in his private capacity, therefore, as a 
man who had played his part on the stage of public Ufe 
and quitted it, that we must henceforth regard him. 
In that light we now purpose to follow his fortunes. 

Something has been said at various stages of this 
memoir, of the virulence with which the hero of Blen- 
heim was assailed by a host of prejudiced and vindictive 
writers, who abhorred the man because they disliked 
his political principles. In proportion as the power of 
the tories attained to consistency, the ferocity of these 
attacks became more and more flagrant; while there 
were enlisted on the same side charges more serious 
than any which even Swift had ventured to bring for- 
ward. The intelligence that his recent victories were 
treated with contempt ; that the forcing of the enemy's 
lines was called ^^ the passing of the kennel;'' that 
•whatever credit belonged to it was attributed to ge- 
neral Hompesch; and that the capture of Bouchain 
itself was stigniatised as a wanton sacrifice of 1 6,000 
men : this Marlborough received with comparative in- 
difference. From the commencement to the conclusion 
of his active career, he had been more or less accustomed 
to find his merits decried ; and hence, though naturaUj 
Bendtive to a degree quite extraordinary, he had learned 
S 
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to bear such injustice with philosophy. But he wis 
now doomed to suffer wrong in a quarter where hitherto 
the voice of scandal itself had not assailed him. It was 
more than insinuated that, in summing up the accounts 
of the army, an excess of expenditure to the amount of 
33^169/* had been detected; and that, as none of the 
oohtractors could explain how so large an outlay should 
have taken place, the general must answer for it at his 
peril. Marlborough was stung to the quick by this fla- 
grant attack upon his honour. He lost not a moment 
in vindicating himself from the infamous charge, by 
producing a warrant, under the sign manual of the 
queen, for sums applicable to secret services, from year 
to year, more than commensurate to the supposed de- 
ficiency ; and so conclusive were the terms of his de^ 
fence, that, unscrupulous as his enemies were, not one 
among them ventured at that moment to renew their 
accusations either orally or in writing. 

When the painful necessity of defending his moral 
character overtook him, Marlborough was already at the 
Hague, whither he had returned, on his way to England, 
early in November. On the 14th of that month, he 
quitted the seat of the Dutch government, and, em- 
barking at Brill, reached Greenwich on the 17th, 
where he immediately landed. As it was the anniversary 
of the inauguration of queen Elizabeth, a day on which 
the populace were accustomed to parade the streets in 
a tumultuous manner, effigies of ^e pope, the devil, 
and the pretender being carried befbre them, and 
eventually burned; Marlborough, unwilling that his 
enemies should discover in his conduct even the shadow 
of imprudence, remained at Greenwich in a species of 
seclusion till the morrow. He then proceeded to 
Hampton Court, that he might pay hi9 respects to the 
queen ; after which, with the best judgment and most 
honouraUe feeling, he waited, one after another, on the 
miniflten. Yet all this circumspection availed not to 
hinder his name from being joined with those of the 
other whig leaden, in a lidiculoua story, scarce credited 
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at the moment^ of conspiracies and plots. Tlie truth 
was^ that the tories^ apprehensive of a hurst of religious 
zeal^ put a stop to the customary processions^ and seized 
the effigies ; while their libellous adherents invented and 
gave publidty to statements^ the very absurdity of which 
has long ago consigned them to oblivion. 

Meanwhile the most strenuous efibrts were made both 
by lord Oxfbrd and St. John^ to win over Marlborough 
into an approval of their general policy. Every induce- 
ment which they accounted likely to avails was held out 
to him; but Marlborough^ conscious that a coalition 
with them must for ever degrade him in his own eyes 
and in those of posterity^ steadily resisted their attempts. 
The whigs had already taken their ground, in condemn- 
ing ihe terms of the projected peace ; and as these were 
not less objectionable to Marlborough than to them, he 
made no delay in assuming his place among their body. 
In this he was promptly followed by Godolphin, lord 
Nottingham himself not long afterwards adopting a si- 
milar course, till the opposition became in the end so 
formidable, as to threaten the ministry witii destruction. 
It was in vain that a chai^ of monstrons peculation was 
brought forward against the late government. That was 
ably met by a pamphlet from the pen of sir Robert Wal- 
pole, in which the writer distinctiy showed that the de- 
falcations which the tones would have laid to tiie charge 
of their predecessors, had been accumulating since the 
reign of Charles 11., and that the entire balance against 
the late cabinet came not up to fova millions, for every 
shilling of whidi a voucher could be produced. The 
consequence was, tiiat Oxford and his friends, failing on 
the ground where they imagined themselves most secure, 
found it no easy matter to bear up against the furious 
invectives by which their foreign policy was assailed ; 
and as the whigs Immght to thebr aid the ministers both 
of the states-general and the elector of Hanover, the 
issue appeared, at one moment, more tiian ddubtful. 
Nor can it be disputed that, in departing from the <m- 
ginal bads of the coalition, the tory administration 
o 4 
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did sacrifice their country's honour. It was a funda- 
mental article in the treaty of alliance^ that a prince 
of the house of Bourbon should not sit on the throne 
of Spain. To attain that object^ more than any other^ 
all the blood and treasure expended in a ten years' 
war had been supplied; and now lord Oxford con- 
sented to open a negotiation with Louis^ on the bare 
understanding that the latter would use every reasonable 
e£Port to hinder the crowns of France and Spain from 
being united on the same head. No wonder^ then^ that 
the declamations of the whigs^ ably seconded^ as they 
were^ by the remonstrances of foreign powers^ should 
have produced a strong eflPect in the country ; or that 
the ministers^ driven to their last shifty should have de- 
termined to throw the most flagrant wrong into the 
scale^ rather than permit matters to follow the inclination 
which they must have otherwise assumed. 

Things were in this state when the parliament met, 
of which the first proceedings held out no favourable 
augury to the cabinet. Though supported in the house 
of commons by a majority more than usually preponder. 
ate^ in the lords they found themselves defeated- on 
the first motion for addressing the queen, chiefly through 
the manly eloquence of Marlborough. Mortified at this 
result, and still further perplexed by the douUe-dealing 
of Somerset and others, on whom they had counted, 
they strove to compensate for their political weakness, 
by working, both publicly and in private, on the personal 
fears and prejudices of the sovereign. They reminded 
her that she had but to choose between themselves and 
a faction which, if it had enslaved her before, would, 
when restored to influence, prove doubly tyraunicaL 
They threatened her with a renewal of the duchess of 
Marlborough's impertinences; assured her that the whigs 
desired nothing so much as to take vengeance for the dis- 
grace which they had temporarily suflered ; and throwing 
out certain mysterious hints affecting the present and fu- 
ture condition of her own family, they succeeded at last 
in luring the queen into the toils. Not a moment was then 



d by Google 



JOBN DUKE OF HARLBOROUOgf. 201 

lost in effecting the disgrace of Marlborough. When 
he presented himself at court, he was receired with 
marked coldness, and the charge of peculation being 
revived and brought forward in a more tangible shape, 
the hou§e of commons was instructed judicially to enter- 
tain it. By and by, a report came out, by which it was made 
to appear, that diere was a very large deficiency in the 
general's accounts ; and as the necessity of putting him 
on his trial was gravely asserted, the queen was per- 
suaded to dismiss him from all his employments, under 
the pretext of leaving the avenues of public justice open. 
Finally, twelve new peers were created, by whose aid a 
majority in the upper house was secured, and Oxford and 
St. John were enabled a little longer to carry on the 
government, to mislead their mistress, and to disgrace 
their country. 

The foundation of the charge brought by the queen s 
ministers against the most illustrious man of his age and 
country, rested, in the first instance, on the deposition 
of sir Solomon Medina, one of the principal contractors 
for supplying the allied armies with bread. This person 
stated, '' that from 1707 to 1711^ he had paid to the 
duke of Marlborough, for his own use, on the different 
contracts for the army the sum of 332,425 guilders j that 
be was obliged to supply twelve or fourteen wagons giftitis, 
for the use of the duke himself; that on each contract 
he had presented Mr. Cardonel,his grace*8 secretary, with 
a gratuity of 500 ducats ; and that he had paid Mr. 
Sweet, deputy-paymaster at Amsterdam, a separate allow- 
ance of one per cent, on all the monies he received." 
The same individual further deposed, ^^ that Antonio 
Alvarez Machado, the preceding contractor, had advanced 
the like sums, in the same manner, from 1702 to 1706;" 
and the commissioners appointed to investigate this case, 
computed from these data that the duke of Marlborough 
had received and embezzled in the space of ten years, 
664,851 guilders four stivers, making in sterling money^ 
as has abready been stated, 6S,S\9l 3«. Id, 

But the malice of Marlborough's enemies ended not 
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here. He was likewise accused of having illegally ap- 
propriated to his own use the sum of 282,366/., hy 
deducting two and a half per cent, from the pay of the 
foreign auxiliaries, on a warrant unnecessarily concealed, 
and giving no account to the public as to the mode in 
which it was expended. 

Such is the substance of that infamous rqiort, which, 
in defiance of his grace's letter written from the Hague, 
the commissioners of public accounts laid before the 
house of commons ; and it was on such ground as this 
that queen Anne consented to strip of all his public 
employments, a man who, whatever his conduct might 
have been to others, had during a long life seized her 
with the utmost fidelity and success. 

Our limits will not permit us to give of these dis- 
graceful transactions the full account which, as matters 
of history, they deserve. We must content ourselves 
with stating, that though it was distinctly shown that 
the very same perquisites had been enjoyed by king 
William ; though the ministers of the foreign powers 
averred that the per-centage was a free gift awarded by 
their masters ; though the royal warrant authorising him 
to accept the gratuity was produced by Marlborough's 
friends, and evidence was addu^ that a very large share 
at least of the monies arising out of it had been ex- 
pended in procuring intelligence; a msgority of 270 
against l65 was found in this packed house of commons 
base enough to determine, first, ^^ that the taking several 
sums of money, annually, by the duke of Marlboroi]^h 
from the contractors fbr furnishing the bread and bread- 
wagons, in the Low Countries, was unwarrantable and 
illegal;" and, next, ''that the deduction of two and a 
half per cent, from the pay of the fbreign troops in htf 
inigesty's service, is puMic money, and ought to be ac- 
counted f<»*." The resolutions bdng communicated to 
the queen, she replied, " that she had a great regard for 
whatever was presented to her by the commons, and 
would do her part to redress whatever they complaiiMd 
of." This was foUowed by an order to the attorney- 
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general to prosecute the duke of Marlborough; and 
preparations for putting him on his trial in tibe court 
of queen's bench were immediately and ostentatiously 
made. 

The conduct of the duke all this while was such as 
became his high renown and extraordinary merits. His 
dismissal from the queen s service, conveyed in a letter 
written by herself, he received not without indignation, 
yet he replied to it in a calm and dignified tone. To the 
suggestions of those who urged him, in imitation of lord 
Somers, to vindicate himself before the house of com- 
mons, he turned a deaf ear. The only step, indeed, 
which he conceived it not derogatory to his own cha- 
racter to take, was to sanction the compilation of an 
authentic narrative of his case, and to permit its publi- 
cation. Never did any document carry upon its face 
stronger marks of truth ; never was any party pamphlet 
more generally read and approved. The house of com- 
mons itself, though severely and justly censured, dared 
not vote the statement a libel, and not a member en- 
deavoured, because not a member was able, to answer 
it. Nor were the ministers more fortunate in the mi- 
nute investigation which they instituted as to the mode 
in which the general had disposed of vacant commis- 
sions. They found, that while numerous abuses had ex- 
isted, and had even been considered as justifiable, during 
the reign of king William, Marlborough had never 
acted except with openness and propriety ; and their 
failure here tended not a little to weaken the force of 
their grand charge, not only with the public at large, 
but among die most prqjudic^ed of their own adh^^nts. 

The events tiins described took place during the month 
of December, 1711: on die 5th of January, 1712, 
prince Eugene, the illustrious colleague of Marlborough, 
arrived in London. He was the bearer of a strong re- 
monstrance from the emperor against the peace which 
Hie British cabinet seemed bent on concluding ; and his 
presence, though it served not to divert the ministers 
from thcdr design, seriously incommoded and displeased 
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them. His honourable conduct towards his old com- 
panion in arms gave in particular excessive umbrage to 
the cabinet, by whom a direct attempt had been made 
to separate him from Marlborough's society; and he 
became in the end exposed, together with his friend and 
the whig leaders, to the foulest and most unfounded 
calumnies. Fresh stories were got up of intended con- 
spiracies, in which Eugene and Marlborough were to be 
ihe chief actors. The queen was to be seized, the capital 
set on fire, Oxford and his associates put to death, and 
the elector of Hanover advanced to the throne. We 
blush for the credulity of our countrymen, both then and 
at a later period, when we find that the credibility of 
this tale depended entirely on the assertion of Plunket 
the Jesuit spy, yet that it was believed at the moment, 
and found a place as true in the written memorials of 
such men as Swift and Macpherson. 

Disgusted with the conduct of those in power, and 
hopeless of effecting a change, Eugene returned to the 
.Continent on the 1 7th of March. He had remained long 
enough in London to witness the commencement of those 
invidious attacks by which the commons strove, with 
too much success, to alienate the feeUngs of the EngUsh 
people from their allies ; and he quitted it under the 
humiliating impression that, if the war should be car- 
ried on at all, it must be conducted without any aid 
either in men or money from England. 

With the events which followed upon this radical 
change of system in the king's councils, every reader of 
EngUsh history is acquainted. Neither the equivocations 
of Louis, nor the remonstrances of the confederate 
powers, could divert Oxford and his colleagues from 
their purpose, which they continued to pursue with unr 
abated constancy, even after the death of 'the dauphin had 
. rendered it next to impossible that the crowns of France 
and Spain should not devolve upon the same individual 
Peace they were determined to have, let its attainment 
cost what it might ; and to accomplish that end, they 
consented to receive assurances, which the French 
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monarch himself^ while in the act of affording them^ 
confessed that circumstances might render altogether 
nugatory. In like manner, though they despatched the 
duke of Ormond to succeed Marlhorough in the com- 
mand of their army^ they secretly instructed him not to 
undertake any hostile operation^ hecause a treaty was 
tlien in progress, of which the conclusion might hourly 
be expected, provided neither a defeat nor a victory in- 
tervened to cast insuperable obstacles in the way. The 
consequence was, that Eugene, after arranging an admir- 
able plan of campaign, found himself paralysed at the 
very moment when it behoved him to strike, Ormond 
positively refusing to take part in a battle, and consent- 
ing, not without demur^ to assist in the siege of 
Quesnoy. 

Powerful as the ministers were in both houses of 
parliament, they could not succeed in suppressing a 
burst of indignation which attested the impression made 
on the minds of all honourable men by conduct so un- 
principled as well as unexpected. Out of doors, one 
feeling and one feeling only, seemed to prevail ; while 
in the lords a keen debate arose, in which lord Halifax, 
the duke of Marlborough, the duke of Argyle, and 
earl Poulett, bore each a very conspicuous share. The 
latter nobleman, indeed, so completely transgressed 
the rules of decency and order, that he left to the hero 
of Blenheim but one resource in order to vindicate his 
personal honour from reproach. After defending the 
measures of government, lord Poulett went on to say, that 
*' no one could doubt the duke of Ormond's bravery ; 
but he does not resemble a certain general^ who led 
troops to the slaughter, to cause a great number of 
officers to be knocked on the head in a battle^ to fill his 
pocket by disposing of their commissions." On many 
previous occasions Marlborough had been compelled to 
bear up against the libellous insinuations of party 
writers, who accused him of protracting the war for the 
basest purposes ; but an insult so gross and so personal 
as thus had never till now been offered to him by one of 
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his peers. He received it with perfect composure, did 
not so much as reply to it^ hut immediately on quitting 
the house sent lord Mohun to demand, in the language 
of the day, that earl Poulett ^' would take the air with 
him in the country." Lord Poulett hecame alarmed. He 
could not conceal his agitation, nor the cause of it, from 
his lady ; and intimation of the afiair heing communi- 
cated to the secretary of state, the earl was placed under 
arrest. Finally, the queen interfering, and laying her 
commands on Marlborough that he would not prosecute 
the matter further, an apparent reconciliation took place ; 
and the most illustrious man of his age was saved the 
mortification of appearing in the field, as the personal 
antagonist of one whose very name would have been long 
ago forgotten but for this act of atrocious iniquity and 
meanness. 

With the disastrous and discreditable results of the 
campaign of 1712 we are no farther concerned than as 
they a£Pord the best evidence of the extent of loss which 
the allied armies suffered by the removal from his post 
of their old and trusty commander. Betrayed by the 
English, on whom he had heretofore been accustomed 
to rely, Eugene sustained one defeat after another, till 
all the fortresses which the genius of Marlborough had 
wrested from them were recovered by the enemy. To 
these disasters it is, indeed, true that Ormond was not 
a witness ; for, in obedience to instructions communi- 
cated from home, he had already drawn off with his 
native army to Dunkirk : but he left the auxiliaries be- 
hind, because these brave men chose to sacrifice their 
arrears of pay rather than be partakers in the disgrace 
to which their comrades were made subject. Meanwhile 
the peace, which it had been the object of the tories to 
conclude, was negotiated amid a thousand delays and 
difficulties ; difficulties originating not more in the op- 
position of the whigs and their friends, than in tiie du- 
plicity and wiliness of the French court. It had the 
effect at once of giving energy to Louis, and paralysing 
the efforts of the allies in all quarters; because tiie weaker 
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powers were, one after another, prevailed upon, either 
by bribes or menaces, to follow the example of England, 
and accede to an armistice. Utrecht was accordingly 
fixed upon, as a convenient point for the meeting of a 
congress ; during which, articles of a general pacifica- 
tion might be drawn up, and signed by the ministers of 
the belligerent crowns. 

Though stripped of all the influence which depends 
on office, Marlborough was still a thorn in the sides of 
the tory ministers ; and the most imgenerous methods 
were devised for the purpose of rendering his situation 
irksome, and distracting his attention from public bu« 
siness. The press, scarcely less venal then than now, 
poured out a torrent of mercenary libels on his reputa- 
tion. He was particularly accused of setting the ex- 
ample of party duels ; and the quarrel which occurred 
between the duke of Hamilton and lord Mohun, with 
all its distressing consequences, was, in defiance of 
truth and common sense, laid to his door. Steps were 
taken to carry into effect the prosecution recommended 
by the house of commons ; and the workmen employed 
at Blenheim were again encouraged to sue him for the 
payment of their wages. We have already taken occa- 
sion to observe, that nature had endowed this great man 
with a temperament peculiarly sensitive; we are not 
therefore surprised to find that these things cut him to 
the heart. Still, he bore them, if not without suffering, 
at least without complaint, so long as his friend GodoL 
phin leaned upon him for those comforts which an un- 
grateful country denied him. But Godolphin, who had 
loBg laboured under a distressing and mortal complaint, 
died at last in the duke's house at St.Alban's. From 
that time Malborough's resolution seems to have been 
taken ; and he set himself at once to the task of carry- 
ing it into effect. 

Having vested his estates in the hands of his sons- 
in-law, as trustees, and consigned 50,000/. to the care 
of his friend general Cadogan, with instructions to lodge 
it in the Dutch funds, Marlborough applied to the go* 
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yemment, through the medium of Maynwaring, for a 
passport which might enahle him to travd. It will 
scarcely be credited that even this miserable boon was 
not conceded without difficulty and hesitation. We 
learn from two letters addressed by the minister to 
Mayn waring, that attempts were made to deter her 
majesty from acceding to the request of her ancient 
favourite ; and that, had not Oxford been actuated by 
a better spirit than swayed some of his colleagues, they 
might have proved successful. On the 31st of October, 
however, the deed in request was transmitted, and Marl- 
borough made no delay in acting upon it. He took leave 
of his family and friends; and on the 27th of November, 
in the sixty-sixth year of his age, became a voluntary 
exile. Nor ought the fact to be concealed, however 
disgraceful to the country, that this illustrious man was 
permitted to tSLke his passage in a common packet-boat, 
without any of those honours being paid to which his 
high rank and eminent services were entitled. He 
embarked at Dover under no discharge of cannon 
from the batteries ; indeed, the only salute offered was 
that which the feelings of the master of the vessel 
prompted him, of his own accord, to pay. 

If the feelings of Marlborough were wounded by the 
indifference to his departure displayed at home, the re- 
ception which awaited him abroad could not fail of 
bringing some degree of consolation along with it. So 
soon as the vessel entered the harbour of Ostend, and 
the knowledge that it bore so illustrious a freight ob- 
tained publicity, every thing was done which the au- 
thorities and the people could devise in order to testify 
the satisfaction experienced by all classes. The artillery 
from the town, the forts, and the shipping, thundered 
forth a welcome; guards of citizens thronged the quay, 
and the streets and avenues which led to it ; the garrison 
stood to its arms ; and the governor in person, followed 
by the principal military and civil functionaries, waited 
upon the landing-place to receive him. Thus attended, 
he was led, through the midst of applauding thousands^ 
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to iSbe house of the cMef magistrate^ where he was smnp- 
tooasly ent^tained^ imd treated with all the respect 
iiBually shown to crowned heads alone. Nor was his 
reception dissimilar in any one of the places through 
which he found it necessary to pass on his way to Aix 
la Chapelle. Parties of horse patrolled the country 
hetween Antwerp^ and Maestricht^ to warn the inhahit- 
ants of the several towns and villages of the coming of 
their illustrious guest ; and the shouts of the populace^ 
the waving of handkerchiefs^ nay^ the very outpouring of 
tears^ marked^ wherever he went, the estimation in wMch 
he was held. At Aix la Chapelle, moreover, he was 
visited daily hy persons of the highest rank from the 
neighhouring provinces, of whom one, the duke de Les- 
diguiere8,was so much delighted, that on his return home 
he said to the ahbot de Guilestre, *^ I can now say that 
I have seen the man who is equal to the marshal de 
Turenne in conduct, to the prince of Cond^ in courage, 
and superior to the marshal de Luxembourg in success." 
Marlborough had quitted England alone ; for what 
cause does not exactly appear ; and he continued to re- 
side in a species of incognito at Aix la Chapelle for some 
time. From this point he communicated both with 
prince Eugene and his friends at home ; receiving from 
the former continued assurances of esteem, and from the 
latter information of events as they befell : but he was 
compelled, early in February, 1713, to withdraw to 
Maestricht, in consequence of a rumoured conspiracy to 
seize his person. Here the duchess joined him ; when 
the danger, if such there ever was, having blown over, 
he removed to Frankfort on the Maine, where he fixed 
his temporary abode. But though blessed vnth her so- 
ciety, which to the last he valued more than any other 
thing upon earth, even here he was not permitted to 
repose in peace. Fresh charges were continually brought 
' against him at home — as, that he had caused the troops 
to be mustered as complete when they were defective ; 
that he bribed the commisnoners to share in the guilt ; 
and then podceted the excess of pay issued. Of all this 
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be was duly informed through a channel which mi^t be 
regarded as demi-official ; and hence he could not refuse^ 
however irksome to himself, to refute the calumnies, and 
to overwhehn the calumniators with shame. 

Among other excursions in which he indulged, one 
carried him to Mindelheim, the principality which the 
emperor had conferred upon him^ and which he had 
been permitted by his own sovereign to accept This 
occurred in the month of May, 1713; and the inha- 
bitants of the district showed, by the enthusiasm with 
which they received him, that to the order of things 
which he deemed it right to establish, they were not 
opposed. But Marlborough was doomed to suffer wrong 
at the hands of every potentate whom he had served ; 
those who derived the chief benefit from his services 
proving the most ungrateful ; and to this general role 
the emperor, in spite of the best exertions of £ugene, 
formed no exception. The treaty of Utrecht led to his 
dismissal by his native sovereign from the honours and 
offices which he had so long held under the British 
crown : the pacification of Baden stripped him of his 
principality of Mindelheim. After vainly opposing 
himself, single-handed, to the power of France, the em. 
peror was reduced to the necessity of opening a n^o- 
tiation, which led to a final adjustment of the differences 
between the two courts, and the recovery by the elector 
of Bavaria of his original position in the empire. Now, 
as Mindelheim formed part of the electoral states, and 
no exemption in Marlborough's favour would be ad. 
mitted, he found himself all at once stripped of a 
- territory from which he derived a yearly revenue of 
2000/. sterling ; at first under assurances that a com- 
pensation would be afforded elsewh^^ ; but finally vdth 
the empty declaration that the rights and honours 
attaching to him as a prince of the empire should be 
faithfully guarded. It was to no purpose that Mail- 
borough protested against an arrangement, as discre- 
ditable to the cabinet of Vienna as it was iiguiioos to 
himself. For a while he was met by evasions and prcK- 
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mUes, which became erery day more and more vague^ 
and in the end not even a subterfuge was employed to 
doak over the act of injustice which robbed him of his 
€rerman dominions. 

The above occurrence took place in the spring of 
1714;^ when Marlborough^ residing at Antwerp^ watched 
with no common anxiety over the destinies of his natire 
country. The increasing infirmities of the queen, the 
divided state of her councils, and the extraordinary dis- 
ruption of parties perceptible in the new parliament, all 
seemed to portend that a mighty crisis was at hand. 
On the one hand, Oxford, thou^ holding aloof from 
a junction with the Jacobites, appeared reluctant to take 
any step which might render the succession of the elec- 
toral family secure ; Bolingbroke, on the contrary, made 
no secret of his design to bring back the exiled prince; 
and he found both in Mrs. Masham and his royal 
mistress ready if not able supporters. Both parties 
made haste to c^n n^otiations with M^lborough and 
his friends; and they vied with one another in the extent 
of offers made, for the purpose each of gaining him over 
A> his party. We cannot pause to describe in detail the 
intrigues and counter-movements which followed : with • 
the results which flowed out of them, in the resignation 
of Oxford, just before the queen expired, every reader of 
English history is acquainted. 

Whatever disposition Marlborough might have for- 
merly entertained to reinstate the house of Stuart on the 
throne, from which he had been mainly instrum^tal in 
expelling them, we find no trace even of wavering during 
the progress of events to which allusion is made in the pre- 
ceding paragraph. He had suffered too much wrong at the 
hands of the tories to experience a|iy personal leaning to- 
wards them ; and he was too profound a judge of the as- 
pect of the political horizon, not to see that the cause of 
the Stuarts, dei^ite of Bolingbroke*9 zeal, was desperate. 
He gave in, therefore, without reserve, his adherence to 
the court Gif Hanover, and he received from the electress 
. a blank commisffl<m as general in chief of all her forces, 
F 2 
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80 soon as ha- accession should occur. Thus assured of 
the favour of his future sorer^n^ he exerted himsdf 
strennously in paving the way for the quiet transfer of 
the British crown from the head of one qneen to that of 
anoth«-. iThe garrison of Dunkirk was prepared, im- 
mediately on receiving ittteUigence of Anne's decease, to 
pass over, under his own guidance ; ivMIe Cadogan and 
Stanhope were both instructed to act with siroflar de- 
cision at home. But for the employrtient of such means 
all necessity was obviated, by the unexpected and un- 
usual promptitude of the duke of Shrewsbury ; aided 
as it was by delays in the management of his cabal by 
BoUngbroke, for which it is not easy to account. 

Sudi was the train into which affairs were brought, 
the partisans of the electress being ready to act at a mo- 
ment's notice, when the sudden death of that venerable 
princess gave a somewhat new turn to Marlborough's 
fortunes. The elector had never forgiven the fancied 
slight which* the duke and Eugene put upon him, by 
conceaHng from him the plan of the campaign in 1708 ; 
and hence, though he did not fefhse to keep iip a good 
imderstanding with the former, now that a crisis was 
approaching, he was far from tretrting hSm with the 
boundless confidence which his mother had displayed. 
Oxford, too^ who as yet held the ' reins of govern- 
ment, was not backward in wdrldng upon the preju- 
dices of the Hanoverian prince, by bringing before him 
the correspondence whidi Marlborough had formerly 
held with the members of the rival house, ^t the 
elector, though he received sudi bommunieations fredy, 
was too cautious to suffer any public manifestation of 
his prejudices to escape; and the stream was already 
setting so strongly in his favour, that he needed only to 
lie still, while events worked for him, ^ it #ere, of thfeir 
Own accord. ' Finally, the dismissal of Oxford tak^ 
place, BoHngbi^oke made haste to arrtoge a n^w Adnni- 
nistration friendly to his own designs and those of his 
party. But even his preparations were as yet inccnnplete, 
when the queen was seized with that viol^it ptvoxytm 
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frpm which she never recovered. It was then that 
Shrewsbury, who was present at the meeting of the 
privy council which determined that a new treasurer 
shoiUd be appmnted without delay, consented, at the 
suggestion of the whig members, to accept .the staff of 
office; and the queen, during a lucid interval, con- 
finning the choice of her advisers, all BoIingbroke*s 
schemes became in an instant defeated. Troops were 
ordered to march on the metropolis ; an embargo was 
laid on all the ports ; a fleet was sent to sea under the 
earl of Berkeley; and a messenger despatched to Hanover, 
with An urgent request to the elector that he would pro- 
ceed without delay to HoUand, whence an English fngate 
could, at an hour's notice, transport him to England* In 
a word, every arrangement was made with such dili- 
gence and effect, that when, on the 1st of August, the 
queen expired, George I. was proclaimed king without 
opposition. 

Marlborough, warned of coming events, had moved 
his residence to Ostend, where, on the evening of 
the very day on which the new sovereign was pro- 
claimed, intdligence of all that had happened, reached 
him. He put to sea on the following rooming, the 
duchess and all his household attending him; and he 
landed at Dover amid every demonstration of pubHc 
rejoicing which could be exhibited. Next night he slept 
at Sittingboume, where he learned, to his excessive cha- 
grin, that his name was not included in the list of lords 
justices ; nevertheless, he preserved his composure, and 
pursued his journey on the morrow, with the intention 
of entering London in privacy* But his friends were 
not disposed to omit a public display of their sentiments 
on an occasion so propitious. A numerous cortege of 
carriages and horsemen met him, by whom he was con- 
ducted in a sort of triumphal progress across London 
bridge, and the city volunteers falling in, the whole 
moved through the great thoroughfares, amid loud shouts 
from the populace of " Long live king George ! bng live 
the duke of Marlborough !" 
p 3 
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Marlborough delayed but a few days in London^ that 
he might be sworn in as member of the privy council, 
and take the* oaths and his seat in parliament; after 
which, in a frame of mind not far removed from disgust, 
he retired to Holywell; Here the high-spirited duchess 
besought him, as she herself tells us, on her knees, never 
to hold office under a sovereign who could thus neglect 
him at the outset ; and, according to the same authority, 
he formed a determination to live on civil terms, indeed, 
with the court, but neither to solicit nor accept any em- 
ployment. But the resolution of Marlborough was not 
proof against the allurements of that ambition which, 
whether it be or be not " the last infirmity of noble 
minds," unquestionably adhered to his. He consented to 
assmne, soon after the king's arrival, the insignia of com- 
mander in chief and master-general of the ordnance; 
and though admitted to Httle share in the management 
of state affairs, he continued to the day of his death to 
discharge the duties of routine attached to these offices. 

The great tale of Marlborough's public life is told ; 
for though he continued to exhibit himself on the stage 
for some years longer, he took no very prominent part in 
the piece which was acted there. When the adherents 
of the exiled prince raised the standard of revolt in 
1715, he adopted, as commander in chief, all the pre- 
cautions which the exigencies of the moment seemed to 
require. He placed ample means at the disposal of the 
officers employed to quell the rising, and assisted them 
in their campaign with his advice ; but he was not re- 
quired to take the field in person, and felt no inclination 
to volunteer in the service. In like manner, when the 
guards broke out into complaints, because their clothing 
accorded not with the taste of the wearers, Marlbo- 
rough prompdy interfered to pacify them; and by a 
happy union of decision and kindness, brought them 
back from a state bordering on mutiny, to perfect order 
and submission. But these were the only transactions 
worthy of a place in the page of history, in which he 
again appeared. In other respects his duties required no 
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more tihan that he should^ from time to time^ issue orders^ 
iBspect accounts^ and pass a regiment or brigade under 
review; and to these^ dull and uninteresting as they 
must have been^ he confined himself. Even his attend- 
ance in parliament was given rather as a matter of 
course than of choice ; and if he aided in conducting 
the prosecution against Oxford^ he was likewise^ accord- 
ing to Macpherson^ at least a main instrument of its 
abandonment. How far the charges brought against 
him by the compiler of the Stuart Papers be or be not 
well founded^ we leave to others to determine. Dr. Coxe 
has, with great energy, declared them to be groundless ; 
and though the doctor has furnished us with but doubtful 
evidence in support of his assertion, we are very willing 
to give to it all the credence which it seems to merit. 
. The stream of public events has hurried us on so 
rapidly, that we have found little leisure to record those 
domestic trials, to which, in common with the rest of 
his species, the great Marlborough was subject. One 
of these has indeed been noticed, the death of the young 
and promising marquess of Blandford; a blow which the 
duke felt severely when it overtook him, and which to 
the last he ceased not to deplore. Another bereavement 
he suffered on the 22d of March, 1714, by the prema- 
ture decease of his daughter, lady Bridgewater, in the 
twenty-sixth year of her age. Lady Bridgewater was an 
amiable and an accomplished woman, imbued with a pro- 
found sense of religion, and beloved both by her parents 
and her husband. But she possessed not the same in- 
fluence over the former, which her sister Anne, countess 
of Sunderland, exercised, on no occasion for evil, on 
every occasion for a good purpose. Of the society of 
this excellent woman, who had devoted herself since his 
return to dull the edge of political asperity, and to con- 
trol the capricious temper of her mother, Marlborough 
was likewise deprived. After bearing with christian for- 
titude a painful and lingering illness, she was attacked^ 
in the beginning of April, 1716, with a pleurisy, against 
which her enfeebled constitution proved unable to op« 
p 4 
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poee itself, and on the 15th she died, at the early age e£ 
twenty-eig^t. Like Radiel weeping for her diiidren, 
MarlboroQ^ refused to he comforted. He withdrew to 
the retirement of Holywell, that he might indulge his 
sorrow unse^ ; and Uiere became first afflicted by that 
mdancholy dist^np^, imder which first his mind and 
eventually his body sunk. 

To what proximate cause this attack is to be attri- 
buted, — whether to excess of sorrow, or, which is in<»e 
probable, to an accumulation of predisposing occurrences, 
— we possess no means of ascertaining ; but on the 28th 
of May he was smitten with paralysis, and became de- 
prived on the instant both of sense and of speech. The 
best medical aid being at hand, he was speedily rdieved 
from the fit, and under the skilful management of sir 
Samuel Garth, gradually r^ained his strength; but from 
the usual ejBTects of such a stroke he never wholly re- 
coveredi neither his articulation nor his memory being 
restored to their original tone. He was able to proceed, 
it is true, so early as the 7th pf July, to Bath, where he 
drank the waters with benefit, and he returned in a cer- 
tain degree into society, resuming with apparent ease the 
ordinary course of his employment. That his faculties 
were not absolutely impaired, moreover, is demonstrated 
by the fact, that it was subsequently to this his first 
seizure that he played his part on the trial of lord Ox- 
ford; while his successful speculation in South Sea stock, 
by which, contrary to the custom of the adventure, he 
realised 100,000/., proves that the talent* of making 
money, at least, had not deserted him. But it seems 
an idle as well as an uncalled for perversion of truth to 
contend, that £rom the date of his first attack he ever 
was the man he had been previously. If " the tears of 
dotage" did not flow from his eyes, it is certain that 
much of the vigour of mind which once belonged to him 
was lost, and even his speech continued embarrassed in 
the pronunciation of certain words, as his features were 
slightly distorted. Nor did the events which accumu- 
lated upon him, both at home and abroad, by abstract* 
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ing him from painful subjects^ tend to facilitate his 
recovery. The duchess^ not less the slave of caprice now 
than formerly^ managed to involve herself in a serious 
misunderstanding with the king^ and withdrew^ in con- 
sequence^ her attendante on a court where her presence 
ceased to be agreeable. This was preceded by quarrels 
with almost all the oldest and steadiest friends of her 
husband^ such as Cadogan^ Stanhope^ Sunderland^ and 
secretary Scraggs^ which were not composed till after the 
growing infirmities of the duke had taught them to 
think of what he once had. been, and what he wta 
likely soon to become. Nor was the death of Sunder- 
land, which took place in April, 1722, without its eflPect 
in harassing the duke of Marlborough. That noble- 
man not only died in his father-in-law's debt, to the 
amount of 10,000/.; but the sealing up of his papers 
by government occasioned a tedious suit, Marlborough 
being naturally anxious to secure them to himself; a 
measure which the government, on public grounds, 
resisted. 

Besides being involved in these vexatious disputes, 
Marlborough was again harassed by the workmen em- 
ployed at Blenheim, who in 1718 renewed their actions 
against him for arrears of wages due since 1715. He 
resisted the demand ; but a decree issued against him, 
from which he appealed, though without effect, to the 
house of lords. No doubt there was excessive meanness 
here on the part of govermnent, of which Marlborough 
had just cause to complain. Yet was it beneath the 
dignity of the greatest man of his age to dispute with 
his ungrateful country about 9000/. Better would it 
have been had he paid the debt at once ; for the sum was 
not such as to put him to the smallest inconvenience, and 
posterity would have more than recompensed the loss 
by the judgment which it would have passed on the en- 
tire transaction. In spite, however, of these multiplied 
sources of disturbance, it does not appear that the latter 
yoars of this great man's life were spent unhappily. 
Frequent returns of illness he doubtless had^ each of 
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which left him more and more enfeehled in mind and 
hody ; hut his intervals of ease seem to have heen passed 
in die society of those who were well disposed to cheat 
him^ as far as they could^ into a forgetfulness of his 
fallen condition. He played much at chess^ whist^ 
piquet^ and omhre; he took exercise for a while on 
horsehack^ latterly, on account of weakness, in his car- 
riage ; he even walked, when at Blenham, unattended 
ahout his own grounds, and took great delight in the 
performance of private theatricals. We have the hest 
authority for asserting, likewise, that he was nevCT, tfll 
within a short time of his death, either indisposed or 
incapahle of conversing freely with his friends. Whe- 
ther in London, at Blenheim, Holywell, or Windsor 
Lodge (and he latterly moved from place to place with a 
sort of restless frequency), his door was always open to 
the visits of his numerous and sincere admirers ; all of 
whom he received without ceremony, and treated with 
peculiar kindness. 

In this manner Marlhorough continued to drag on 
an existence, which, when contrasted with the tenour of 
years gone hy, scarcely deserves to he Accounted other 
than vegetation. In 1720, he added several codicils to 
his will, and *' put his house in order ; " and in No- 
vember, 1721, he made his appearance in the house of 
lords, where, however, he took no prominent part in the 
business under discussion. He had spent the winter too 
in London, according to his usual habits, and was re- 
cently returned to Windsor Lodge, when his paralytic 
complaint again, attacked him, with a degrefe of violence 
which resisted all efforts at removal. On this occasion, 
it does not appear that the faculties of his mind failed 
him. He lay, indeed, for the better part of a week, 
incapable of the slightest bodily exertion, being lifted 
from his couch to his bed, and from his bed to his couch, 
according as he indicated a wish to that effect ; but he 
retained his senses so perfectly as to listen with mani- 
fest gratification to the prayers of his chaplain, and to 
join in them, as he himself stated, on the evening pre- 
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ceding his death. The latter event befell at four o'clock 
in the morning of the l6th of June, 1722, " when his 
strength," says Dr. Coxe, " suddenly failed him, and he 
rendered up his spirit to his Maker, in the 72d year of 
his age." 

The most bitter political adversary to whom Marlbo- 
rough ever stood opposed, and the individual at whose 
hands he suflfered the deepest wrong,, has not scrupled 
to leave on record this testimony to his character, that 
he was '^ the greatest general and the greatest minister 
whom our country or any other has produced. " * 
Higher praise than this, the involuntary tribute of an 
enemy, no man need desire ; yet it can scarcely be ac- 
counted as extravagant. When Bolingbroke wrote, Eng- 
land, at least, had produced no military commander, 
whose exploits would bear one moment's comparison with 
those of the duke of Marlborough ; while, as a minister 
or a diplomatist, it may admit of a question whether 
even yet any superior to him has arisen. It may not be 
out of place if we endeavour to ascertain the true causes 
of effects so remarkable ; in other words, if we strive to 
point out, as far as our ability extends, those peculiar 
qualities of mind, a happy combination of which raised 
him, and will at all times raise others, above their com- 
petitors in the great games of politics and war.^ 

It is admitted on all hands that to the care and diH- 
gence of tutors the duke of Marlborough owed nothing. 
He entered upon public life at an age when it was next 
to impossible that he could have acquired more than 
the first rudiments of education ; and his studies were in 
consequence either totally neglected, or carried on without 
order, almost without an aim. But Marlborough had 
received from nature gifts infinitely superior, for the pur- 
poses of action, to any which mere learning can bestow. 
To an intuitive quickness, which enabled him to see 
into and understand the characters of others, he united 
an extraordinary share of circumspection in the deve- 
lopement of his own ; a circumspection which was the 
* Lord Bolingbroke, in his Letters on the Study of History. 
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more available^ that it lay hidden under the guise 
of perfect openness and candour. Frank in his ge- 
neral deportment, and apparently without the wish or 
the power to hold back from others the absolute con. 
fidence which they bestowed upon him, he nevertheless 
contrived to communicate to eadi only so much of in- 
formation as the peculiar disposition of the party con- 
sulted, seemed to warrant. Discretion, therefore, may 
be said to have formed one very prominent feature in his 
mental portrait ; that kind of discretion which, equally 
rranoved from timidity and rashness, directs a man as 
well when to exhibit reserve as when to display its op- 
ppsito; as well how to meet an exigency as to avoid it ; 
as well when to take the lead, as to be guided by the 
advice of others, the occurrence of circumstances, or the 
movements of an adverse party. We do not pretend 
to affirm that Marlborough was never deceived, that he 
never committed himself, with men who eventually be- 
trayed him. This were to attribute to him such a de- 
gree of foresight as belongs to no finite mind : but the 
narrative of his life forms one continued exemplification 
of prudence, to which there is not a parallel in history. 
Had he been able to control the wayward temper of his 
wife, the close of his public career would have oflfered no 
contrast to its commencement. That, however, he foiind 
it impracticable to accomplish; and hence a fabric of 
power, built up by the exercise of more than man's dis- 
cretion, a woman's violence, the ofi&pring of wounded 
vanity, threw to the ground. 

Another important quality conspicuous in the cha- 
racter of this illustrious man, was that power of cal- 
culation which enabled him . to examine before-hand, 
with surprising accuracy,^ all the chances, if we may 
so speak, of any undertaking in which he proposed 
to embark. Shutting his eyes to none of the dajigers 
that might, by possibility, attend it, he brought these 
into immediate contrast with their opposites, and he 
came to his conclusion according as the weight of pro- 
babilities appeared to incline to the one side or the 
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Other. If it be said that this^ at leasts is no unnslial 
faculty^ for that all men^ when placed in situations of 
responsibility, exercise it ; we answer, that the very re- 
verse is the fact. Not one man in a million is gifted 
with suffident clearness of perception to embrace all, 
and no more than all, the chances for and against an 
enterprise still in the fnture : the sanguine naturally 
overlook the obstacles which may stand in the way of 
success ; the desponding are equally fertile in magnifying 
the risks of faihire. It is only such a mind as that of 
Marlborough which can take in all the bearings of the 
question fairly and honestly, and decide upon it accord- 
ing to its merits. What but a military genius of the 
highest order would have dictated the march upon 
Vienna in 1704 ? yet how could the empire have been 
saved had no such march been accomplished ? 

In addition to this rare faculty of calculation, Marl- 
borough possessed a third quality, without which hours of 
the most patient enquiry wiU prove useless ; a firmness 
of purpose, which, when a resolution was once taken, 
hindered him from being diverted from it either by the 
remonstrances or the apprehensions of others. Entering 
upon no enterprise till after it had been examined in all 
^its bearings, he ceased, so soon as the movement began, 
to deliberate ; and considering the difficulties by which 
It Was beset only s6 far as might be necessary to over- 
come them, he pressed steadily forward towards the end 
which it was sought to attain. There are a thousand 
proofs in every one of his campaigns, both of the truth 
of this observation, and of the benefits attending the 
habit of mind described ; but in none was the unbend- 
ing resolution of the great commander more promi- 
nently exhibited than during the prolonged and harassing 
siege of Lille. The obstacles opposed to him there were 
not only gigantic in themselves, but rendered doubly per- 
plexing by the opinion which the allies entertained of 
them ; yet Marlborough met them one after another, and 
by patience and perseverance overcame Uiem. 

With three principal points of character, then, wiuch 
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seem equally requisite for the great general and tlie 
great politician, which, and as they are bestowed by 
nature alone, all the instruction in the world will not 
create, Marlborough was pre-eminently gifted. He was 
discreet in communicating with others, sagacious in de- 
liberation, and prompt and decisive in execution. As 
a military man, on the other hand, he possessed little 
science ; that is to say, he could not boast of any in- 
timate acquaintance mih the theories of professed tac- 
ticians ; nor was his knowledge of engineering, in any 
of its departments, more than superficial. But these 
defects, and such they doubtless were, only served to 
bring more promiivendy into view excellences far more 
rare as well as more important. Marlborough has 
never been surpassed in the perfect knowledge to which 
he attained as to what men can really perform: in 
the dexterity which he displayed in making the most 
of his instruments, we doubt whether he has ever been 
«4ualled. Long and painful marches he doubtless exe- 
^ed, when the exigencies of the moment seemed to 
require ; but he who examines with a critical eye the 
operations of the whole war, will find that not a single 
instance occurs in which the allied troops were harassed 
beyond their strength, or deprived, even during the 
busiest times, of a just proportion of rest. It was this 
wise consideration for the health of his troops, which 
enabled him to bring them into the field, at all seasons, 
fit for their work ; and we have said enough to show 
that his movements were, after all, both more rapid and 
better combined than those of his opponents. We dwell 
^e more strongly upon this fact, because there are men 
who, in the excess of zeal, look upon an officer as want- 
ing in activity, who is not prepared to move, both by 
night and day, as well in advance as in retreat. No 
really great general ever indulged wantonly in night 
marches. Rouse your soldiers as early in the morning 
as you please ; but unless all be at stake, bring them to 
their ground, and let them sleep for three hours at least 
before midnight. 
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jA^ain, though little read in strategy^ Marlborough 
had obtained from nature an aptitude in the examination 
of ground for military purposes^ such as she bestows 
only on the most gifted of mankind. Whether the 
matter under consideration were the choice of a position 
for his own army^ or the detection of some wesk point 
in that of the enemy, the eagle eye of Marlborough was 
equally keen ; and of the advantages which either held 
out, he invariably took advantage with as much prompti- 
tude as efiect. The battle of Blenheim affords one out 
of numerous instances of his extraordinary quickness in 
observing the errors committed by his opponents ; the 
disposition of the corps which covered the sieges of Lille 
and Douay shows how correct were his own views of 
the military strength of a country. 

Of bravery, if by the term be meant the animal cou- 
rage which prompts men to face danger, the great Marl- 
borough could boast only in common with the meanest 
of his followers ; but he possessed also that kind of 
courage wliich is found to co-exist only with talent of 
the first order. Neither perils nor difficulties, however 
unlooked for, deprived him for one moment of the most 
perfect self-command. In the heat of battle, he was as 
cool and collected as when deliberating with his staff in 
his tent ; nor was his attention ever so completely en- 
grossed with afl^drs in one quarter, as to render him 
careless or inattentive to what might be doing elsewhere. 
At the battle of Blenheim, it is true that he led a charge 
of cavalry in person, and became for a brief space so 
mingled in the throng that it was impossible to look 
around ; yet even here all his dispositions were made ; 
and the smoke had no sooner cleared away than the 
effects of these dispositions became apparent. Reserves 
arrived exactly when they were needed ; and Marlbo- 
rough flew to some other point, where he saw that his 
presence appeared more likely to be usefuL In like 
manner, neither the frustration of one part of his plan, 
nor the necessity thence arising to change it, in any 
d^ree discomposed the temper of his mind. At Mai-* 
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plaquet the rashness of the young prince of Orange had 
well-nigh proved fatal^ by deranging the whole order of 
attack^ and costing a prodigious loss of life ; yet Marl, 
borough treated it as an accident not uncontemplated^ 
and modified at once his own dispositions^ to meet the 
exigency. His campaign of 1711^ again, not only dis- 
plays the same indomitable self-command, but places 
him in Ihe foremost rank among the masters of man- 
(BUTre. The passage of the lines has not been cast 
into the shade by any subsequent operation in presence 
of an enemy. 

It has been said of Marlborough, by one of his most 
elaborate biographers, that " his genius was of English 
mould, vast, comprehensive, and daring; attaining its 
purposes by great and decided efforts, simple in design, 
and majestic in execution." * We must be pardoned if 
we venture to say, that we do not exactly comprehend 
the object of this commendatory sentence. Between 
English genius and genius as it appears elsewhere, we 
know not how a diversity of character is to be detected ; 
and as to the remainder of the eulogium, we must con- 
fess, that to us it is wholly unintelligible. As little are 
we able to comprehend .what the learned author means, 
when he asserts that his hero, " averse by character as 
well as principle from defensive warfare, was always the 
assailant, and invariably pursued one grand object, re- 
gardless of minor consequences." The leader of an 
army, if he possess the talents which become his station, 
can permit neither principle nor natural bias to direct 
him in his mode of conducting a war. Wherever the 
state of affairs shall appear to recommend his acting on 
the offensive, he will, of course, and with all diligence, 
adopt that system ; when a contrary mode of proc«»ding 
seems to hold out better hopes of ultimate success, he 
will with equal cheerfulness adopt it. The truth is, l^iat 
the power of choosing between the fitting moment for 
aggressive and defensive manoeuvre is exactly that which, 

• Dr. Coxfc 
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more than any other, belongs to the great military genius. 
Events so ordered it, that an offensive warfare promised 
to Marlborough, in all his campaigns, more important 
results than its opposite ; on this accoimt he pursued it : 
but had he been differently situated, we cannot for one 
moment doubt that he would have adapted his tactics, 
without violating any principle, to the position in which 
he stood. 

In addition to these rare qualities of mind, the duke 
of Marlborough was endowed by nature with a person 
and address more than usually captivating, as well 
among his inferiors as his equals. To the elegance of 
that person and that address, indeed, lord Chesterfield 
does not hesitate to attribute a large share of MarL 
borough's success throughout life ; and though we can- 
not exactly go so far as the noble author has done in 
the passage to which we allude, we are far from deny- 
ing that it contains a great deal both of philosophy and 
sound reasoning. One thing, at least, is certain, that his 
mode of addressing the troops, the appearance of interest 
which he exhibited in his visits to the hospitals, and his 
manner of speaking to the meanest sentinel whenever he 
happened to cross his path, rendered him an object of 
equal love and respect to his followers. Nor ought it 
to be forgotten that Marlborough kept up something more 
than the forms of religion in his camp. He never en- 
tered upon a general action of which the plan had been 
deliberately laid, without himself receiving the sacra, 
ment, and causing prayers to be read at the head of 
every regiment ; and the consequence was, that, to use 
the words of one who served under him, ^' cursing 
and swearing were seldom heard among the officers; 
and the poor soldiers, many of them die refuse and the 
dregs of the nation, became, at the close of one or two 
campaigns, dvU, sensible, and dean, and had an air and 
spirit above the vulgar." 

The plan of this work necessarily precludes us from 
offering any general review of the character of the illus. 
trious Marlborough, considered as a statesman and a 

VOL. u. Q 
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diplomatist. On some accounts we are disposed to la- 
ment^ on others to rejoice^ that such restrictions are' 
imposed upon us ; for though the exposure of even his 
moral delinquencies might convey a useful lesson to 
mankind^ it were not an agreeable task to lay them bare. 
Enough is done^ therefore^ when we express our regret 
that the greatest hero of his age was not^ as he might have 
been^ also the most honest politician ; and that^ when 
looking back upon his conduct towards his first master 
and early benefactor, we are almost compelled to acknow- 
ledge that the wrongs which he endured in his latter days 
were but a just recompence of his early treachery. 

The duke of Marlborough left behind him three 
daughters, all of them married into the best families of 
the kingdom. Henrietta, the eldest, the wife of Francis 
earl of Grodolphin, became on her father's decease duchess 
of Marlborough ; but died in 1733, without male issue. 
Anne married Charles, earl of Sunderland, from whom 
are descended the present duke of Marlborough and 
the earl of Spencer ; and Mary gave her hand to the 
duke of Montagu. The property which he had accu- 
mulated in the course of his long and busy life proved 
to be very great. In addition to the estates purchased 
for him by the country, he disposed by will of lands 
and money, of which the interest fell not short of 
100,000/. a year; indeed, the annual revenue bequeathed 
to his successors in Woodstock alone is given on the 
best authority at 70,000/. The mansion house at 
Blenheim was at the period of his death still in progress 
of erection, and he set apart a sum of money for the 
purpose of completing it, of which he committed the 
management exclusively to the duchess, who survived 
her husband many years. It seems alone necessary to 
add to this, that the estates of Woodstock are held on 
feudal tenure, the occupant presenting to the king once 
a year a standard similar to those which the founder of 
his house captured; and that these are regularly deposited 
in a private chapel at Windsor, where 3iey may stiU be 
seen by the curious. 
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The funeral of this illustrious warrior and statesman 
was of course as magnificent as his reputation and the 
honour of the country seemed to require. His hody^ after 
undergoing the process of emhalming^ and lying in state 
at Marlhorough House^ was conveyed in a sort of tri* 
umphal car to Westminster Ahhey^ long lines of carriages 
following^ and all the parade of troops^ heralds^ and 
mourners preceding and surrounding the senseless clay. 
A gorgeous canopy overshadowed it, adorned with 
plumes, military trophies, and heraldic achievements. 
Dukes and earls were the chief mourners ; the pall heing 
home hy persons of not less eminent rank; and the 
cavalcade was received hy the light of hlazing torches 
at the door of the ahhey hy all the dignitaries and 
ministers of the church in full canonicals. Yet was 
the sdemn ceremony performed for no other purpose 
than to render due honours to the remains of England's 
most illustrious comniander. The hody was not per- 
mitted for any length of time to rest where, amid such 
splendour, it had heen entomhed ; hut, heing removed to 
the chapd at Blenheim, it was finely deposited in a 
mausoleum, erected hy Ryshrack, under the superintends, 
^ice of the duchess. 
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CHARLES MORDAUNT, EARL OP PETER- 
BOROUGH. 

Charles Mordaunt^ the son of John lord Mordaiznt^ 
of Reigate in Surrey^ and viscount ATal(» in the 
county of Somertet, by Elizabeth^ daughter of Thomas 
Carey, second son of Robert earl of Monmouth/ was 
bom at his father's house in the country, in the year 
1658. Of the events which marked the progress of 
his childhood and early youth no record has been pre- 
served, at least we have utterly failed m our efforts 
to obtain any information on the authority of which it 
would be prudent to rely. We know, indeed, that he 
served, when a mere boy, on board tiie Mediterranean 
fleet, under admirals Torrington and Narborough ; and 
tiiat in 1675 he succeeded to the honours^ and es- 
tates of his ancestors. We are likewise assured that be 
was present at the siege of Tangier, in 1780; havii^, 
by this time, exchanged the naval for Ae military profes- 
sion : but of the system adopted in forming his early 
tastes, as well as of the names of his instructors, we are 
left entirely ignorant. To one fact, however, the habits 
of his latter years seem to bear tolerably conclusive testi- 
mony. His education, using that term in its ordinary 
sense, could not have been neglected: at least, if the 
contrary be the case, he stands forth an almost solitary 
instance of literary aptitude acquired in the decline of 
life, for which no preparation had been made in boy- 
hood. 

The first historical mention made of. the subject of 
this memoir, represents him as a bold and uncompro- 
mising opponent of the state policy pursued by the last 
two princes of the house of Stuart. Walpole even 
asserts that his hostility to the court went so far as to 
involve him in the plot of which lord Russell and Al- 
gernon Sydney were the victims* ; and that he accom. 
• Walpole's Royal and NoUe Authon. 
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panied the latt» to the scaffold. But as neidier Burnet 
nor Tindal make mention of this drcnmstance, and as 
"Waipole neglects to quote his authority^ the truth of the 
statement may, at least, he doubted. Be this, however, 
as it may, we find him, immediatdy after the accesdon 
of James, taking an active part in the opposition set up 
to the proceedings ci that ill-advised monardi. It is 
prohaUe <hat his ex^tions in the cause of public liberty 
marked him out as an object of royal disfavour ; or, it 
may be, that sheer disgust ^brove him, as it drove others, 
to abandon, for a time, his devoted country. At all 
events, he became,, by degrees, so little satisfied with 
the state of afilurs at home, that he solicited, and ob- 
tained, permission to serve a^oad, and quitted England, 
avowedly for the purpose of commanding a portion of 
^e Dutch fleet, which was then about to sail for the 
West Indies. Thus screened from animadversion, he 
passed over to Holland, where he immediately attached 
himself to the person and fortunes of the jnince of 
Orange; strongly urging upon him the wisdom of 
attempting, without further loss of time, a revolution 
for which all classes in England were ripe. But the 
advice, though according well with the designs of the 
stadthdder, was rejected for the present as premature. 
*^ The lord Mordaunt," says Burnet, ^^ was the first of 
all the English nobility that came over openly to see 
the prince of Orange. He adced the king^s leave to do 
it. He was a man of much heat, many notions, and 
full of discourse. He was brave and generous, but had 
not true judgment. His thoughts were crude and in- 
digested, and his secrets were soon known. He was 
-with the prince in l6S6 ,* and d»en he pressed him to 
undertake the business of England ; and he represented 
the matter as so easy, that this appeared too romantical 
to the prince to buUd upon it. He only promised, in 

feneral, that he should have an eye on line affiurs of 
England; and should endeavour to put the afikirs of 
Holland in so good a posture as to be ready to act when 
Q S 
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it should be necessary : and he assured him^ that if the 
king should go about either to change the established 
religion^ or to wrong the princess in her rights or to 
raise forged plots to destroy his friends, he would try 
what he could possibly do." 

From this date^ up to the memorable era of 1688, 
lord Mordaunt resided entirdy in the Low Countries. 
He was mudi courted by the prince ; beings as Burnet 
expresses it, *' one whom his highness chiefly trusted, 
and by whose advice he governed his motions." Not, 
when the cause finally triumphed, and William became 
king of England, were his services permitted long to go 
without their reward. On the 9th of April,. l689> he 
was created earl of Monmouth, having, on the day 
previous^ been nominated to the twofold office of lord 
of the bedchamber and first commissioner of the 
treasury. 

Lord Monmouth^ as he must now be called, dis- 
charged his civil duties only till November, I69O ; when, 
in consequence of some misunderstanding, of the precise 
nature of which we are ignorant, he was suddenly dis- 
missedfrom the king's councils. It is, perhaps, more to 
be wondered at, that two men, differing so widely as 
the king and his chamberlain, should have lived togetha 
during a year and a half in amity, than that they quar- 
relled at last : nevertheless, the rupture, if such it was, 
cannot be said to have been complete ; inasmuch as his 
military dignities were not taken away from the dis- 
carded courtier. Monmouth stUl continued to command 
the royal r^ment of horse-guards, a ocnrps of which 
the king was colonel ; and, accompanying it to the 
Continent, in I692, served throughout the campaign 
with distinction ; but his rank being necessarily sub- 
ordinate, and his responsibility Ught, it w«« out of 
place to describe in detail operations over which he eiu 
erted no control. 

There occurs little in the personal history of lord 
Monmouth, during several years from this date, of which 
it were necessary, in a sketch like the present^ to give 
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my account. Like most of his contemporaries^ we find 
him mixed up^ from time to time^ in party feuds and 
personal bickerings; but the results attending these differ 
80 little from the issues of political cabals in general^ 
that we need not now pause to record them. The case 
is widely different as we come down to 1696^ when he 
was suddenly deprived of all his offices^ and committed 
to the Tower. Over the part which he played in the 
transactions of that memorable year^ it is deeply to be 
regretted that a veil of studied mystery is thrown ; ne- 
vertheless^ as we are not absolutely without a due to 
guide us, it may be well if we give, in few words, the 
substance of a tede which is told more at length boUi by 
Tindal and Burnet 

We need scarcely remind our readers, that in I696 
a plot for the assassination of king William was detected ; 
and that sir John Fenwick, a violent jacobite, was, along 
with other persons, arrested as one of the conspirators. 
Through the management of his wife, a near relative of 
the earl of Carlisle, one of the principal witnesses against 
the prisoner was induced to fly the country ; so that, 
when the day of trial came, it was found necessary to 
suspend the proceedings, the testimony of one being 
insufficient to convict of high treason. A bill of at- 
tainder was in consequence introduced into parliament; 
during the preparation and progress of which, consider- 
able delays occurred ; and odier and more powerful pari 
ties were, by means highly disgraceful to all concerned, 
dragged as it were before the bar of public opinion. A 
pamphlet appeared, having the name of Smith upon the 
titlepage, which charged lord Shrewsbury with being 
accessory to the plot ; while Fenwick himself threw out 
more than one hint that the accusation was not absolutely 
groundless. As the proceedings went on, however, Fen- 
wick refiised to repeat his insinuations, or to fasten a 
positive charge on lord Shrewsbury; while Peterborough, 
who at first appeared reluctant to sanction the bill of 
attainder, spoke vehemently in favour of its passing. 
Strange occurrences followed upon this. The duchess of 
Q 4 
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Norfolk openly declared, that the whole device of lord 
Shrewsbury's accusation originated with lord Monmouth. 
She asserted that he, assisted by Dr. Davenant, drew 
up the pamphlet of which Smith stood forth as the 08« 
t^sible author ; and that lady Fenwick had repeatedly 
been worked upon, the duchess herself being the instru. 
ment, to encourage her husband in his designs against 
Shrewsbury. We are not called upon to decide whether 
this story, given in part by Tindal, in part by bishop 
Burnet, be or be not correct ; all that we know on the 
subject is, that an enquiry took place before both houses 
of parliament; that Smith's book was pronounced by 
the commons to be libellous and false ; diat both Fen- 
wick and his lady confirmed before the lords the state- 
ments of the duchess of Norfolk ; and that Peterborough 
suffered immediately afterwards the disgrace of which 
we have already spoken. Yet, though the tale undeniably 
received credence at the time (and Marlborough among 
others believed it), the king would not push matters to an 
extremity. Monmouth was liberated, after a short con- 
finement ; and the loss (of places) says Burnet, " was 
secretly made up to him ; for the court was resolved not 
to lose him quite." 

In the month of June, 1697, Henry second earl of 
Peterborough died, and Monmouth, his nephew and heir- 
at-law, succeeded to the title. The circumstance appears 
to have produced no immediate change either in his 
private habits or public fortunes, over the latter of which 
a doud continued to hang during some time longer: 
indeed, it was not till after the death of William, and 
the accession of Anne to the throne, that any advances 
were made towards rendering his talents available to the 
service of his country. Yet there is good reason to be- 
lieve that Peterborough had not held aloof, throughout 
this extended interval, from all intercourse with the court 
and its attendants : he opened, on the contrary, a cor- 
respondence with Marlborough, of whose good opinion 
he expressed himself exceedingly covetous ; and he suc- 
ceeded at last in gaining a prominent place in the esteem 
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of that illustrious nobleman. The consequence was^ that 
in 1702,nhe appointment of governor-general of Ja* 
maica^ and commander-in-chief of the forces about to 
be employed in the West Indies^ was offered to him ; 
though^ for some reason unknown to us^ it was declined: 
and during a space of nearly three years more^ he led 
the kind of life which was in those days usually led by 
Englishmen of his rank. 

Perhaps there never breathed the human being with 
l}ie bent of whose genius a life of inactivity and repose 
dovld so ill accord. Ardent^ ambitious^ brave^ and as- 
piring; possessed of talents^ too^ which he was not given 
to under-rate ; lord Peterborough pined and fretted for 
employment on some stage where there might be diffi- 
culties to surmount^ or glory to be acquired. He con- 
tinued^ therefore, to solicit, through every channel within 
his reach, service abroad ; and at last, through the inter- 
ference of Marlborough in his favour, he attained his 
end. In Ihe spring of 1705, an expedition was planned, 
on the success of which Ihe issue of the Spanish war 
was expected to turn ; and to Peterborough, as an officer 
of tried courage and acknowledged ability, its guidance 
was entrusted. Whencfe the necessity of the movement 
originated, as well as the ends which it was designed to 
serve, will be best understood if we look to the state of 
affairs as they existed then, and had prevailed for some 
time previously, in Spain and Portugal. 

It is not our intention to give any detailed account of 
the Spanish war of succession, from its commencement 
in 1702, down to the period of which we are now treating. 
Our purpose will be sufficiently served if we state, that 
it opened, on Ihe side of England, with an unsuccessful 
attempt to reduce Cadiz ; that the failure of this enter- 
prise induced her majesty's government to turn their 
attention towards the estabUshment of an alliance with 
Portugal ; and that, in accordance wilh the terms of that 
alliance, 12,000 men, of whom two thirds were English 
and one third Dutch, arrived early in 1704? at Lisbon, 
under the command of the duke of Schomberg. With 
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this force^ which Charles of Austria accompanied in 
person^ and which ought to have heen joined^ imme- 
diately^ hy 28^000 Portuguese^ it had heen resolved 
to make an inroad into Spain; and as the duke of 
Anjou was understood to he hut ill prepared for de- 
fence^ confident anticipations were entertained as to the 
result. But Charles soon hecame aware^ that it is one 
thing to promise^ and another to -perform an obligation. 
The Portuguese army was shamefully deficient^ hoth in 
numhers and equipment ; there was neither unanimity 
of purpose^ nor cordiality of feelings among the generals f 
and Schomberg himself proved eminently deficient hoth 
in the temper and talent requisite to set in motion a 
machine so cumbersome. The consequence was^ that 
the duke of Berwick^ instead of defending Spain^ carried 
an army of 50^000 men into Portugal^ where he reduced 
several places of strength^ and created alarm up to the 
very gates of Lisbon. 

A commencement so disastrous^ of operations in which 
he had somewhat reluctantly embarked^ induced Schom- 
berg almost immediately to resign ; and he was succeeded 
in his command by lord Galway, a foreigner by extrac- 
tion^ but naturalised^ and promoted to the peerage by 
king William. Galway reached Lisbon on die 30th of 
July^ a fortnight after the taking of Gibraltar by the 
prince of Hesse and sir George Byng; and immediately 
hastened to join the army^ which had proceeded towarcb 
the frontier as far as Coimbra. No event of importance 
marked the progress of the campaign. The duke of 
Berwick^ securely posted in an entrenched camp behind 
the Agueda^ bade defiance to the efforts of the Anglo. 
Portuguese leaders; who withdrew from before him^ 
early in October^ into winter quarters. Berwick instantly 
detached a strong corps to reinforce the marquis of 
Villadarias^ already on his march to attempt the recovery 
of Gibraltar; and^ with the remainder of his troops^ placed 
himself in cantonments along the frontier. The siege 
of Gibraltar^ however^ ended^ as every reader of history 
knows^ in the repulse of the assailants with heavy loss. 
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Foot English with two Dutch hattalions being sent 
round from Lisbon^ gave such a superiority to the gar- 
rison^ that they not only dbecked the approaches of the 
enemy, but adventured on many and daring sorties^ which 
wore out the patience of marshal Tesse, ruined his in- 
fantry, and compelled him to retreat with disgrace. It 
was chiefly owing to this circumstance, indeed, that the 
allies were enabled to take the field in die ensuing spring 
with marked superiority ; and to recover the strong- 
holds of Alcantara and Albuquerque, both of which had 
been wrested from them by Berwick. 

The war was thus languishing along the Portuguese 
frontiers, when circumstances occurred, which induced 
the £DgUsh government to hazard a fresh expedition 
into Spain itself. The two kingdoms of Castile and 
Aragon, though united since the marriage of Ferdinand 
and Isabella, retain to this day something of the h&re* 
ditary animosity which they harboured one towards the 
other in times of old. This feeling, as may be ima. 
gined, was considerably stronger in the beginning of 
the eighteenth century than at any later period, and 
hence whatever line of policy the Castilians might 
be disposed to approve, seldom failed of receiving 
the condemnation of the people of Aragon. It so 
chanced that the Castilians had espoused the Bourbon 
cause with extraordinary zeal. The knowledge of this 
fact led queen Anne's ministers to anticipate that the 
task of exciting an Austrian party in Aragon would 
not be difficult ; and the mission of Mr. Crow, which 
took place early in the summer of 1704, convinced them 
that ihe expectation had been well founded. Throughout 
the provinces both of Catalonia and Valencia, but par. 
ticularly in the former, the archduke Charles had many 
j&iends ; strenuous and successful efforts were therefore 
made to rouse among them a spirit of opposition ; and 
the better to encourage them, it was resolved to support, 
with an English army, any designs which they might 
entertain of liberating themselves from the yoke of 
£r«nce. To the command of that expedition the earl 
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of Peterborough was nominated, full authority over the 
knd forces being committed to him ; wliile a joint om- 
trol was assigned to liim and sir Cloudesley Shovel over 
the movements and (^>erations of the fleet 

From the tenour of the instructions conveyed on this 
occasion to lord Peterborough^ it would appear that 
several objects were submitted to him for attainment 
Prominent among these was the teduction of Barcelona^ 
a strong place on the coast of Catal<mia, the possession 
of which would, it was imagined, secure to the allies, 
under all circumstances, a hold upon the provinces most 
favourable to their cause. Should he fail in this at- 
tempt, the earl was advised to try his fortune against 
such others of the sea-ports as might, by their subju- 
gation, offer, according to his judgment, the best pro- 
spect of permanent advantages. Cadiz, in particular, 
was named ; yet it was stated that he ought not to lose 
sight either of Italy or of Toulon; because, by acting on 
one or other of these theatres, he would idways have it 
in his power materially to relieve from pressure the duke 
of Savoy. Nevertheless, a great deal seems to have 
been left to his own discretion. He was assured, for 
example, that ^'the principal design of the expedition 
was to make a vigorous push in Spain;" and he wis 
left free to conclude that, so long as that design 
should be accomplished, neither the seat of his oper- 
ations, nor his peculiar mode of conducting them, would 
form subjects of minute investigation to the authorities 
at home. Few officers, entrusted with what is called a 
separate command, would desire instructions less appa* 
rently embarrassing than these ; and to Peterborough^ dT 
all men living, so wide a range of choice and responsi- 
bility could not fail to prove peculiarly acceptable. 

Towards the end of May, in the year 1705, the earl 
of Peterborough sailed from St Helen's, at the head 
of a corps of infantry and artillery which amounted 
in all to something less than 5000 men. Of theae^ 
one third, or perhaps less than one third, were Dutdi, 
the remainder English; and they equally put to aea. 
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u too often happened in those times^ if not destitute, 
at all events wretchedly provided hoth with money 
and stores. On the 20th of June^ the squadron ar- 
rived at Lisbon^ whither lord Galway and the arch- 
duke Charies had returned ; and Peterborough landing, 
directed his first attention to the amelioration of that 
defect, from which, above all others, disastrous conse- 
quences were to be apprehended. By means of a Jew 
named Curtisos, to whom he granted a contract for the 
supply of bread and meat to the troc^, he raised, upon 
treasury bills, the sum of 100,000A ; with a portion of 
which, he laid in such supplies as his neces^ties ren- 
dered immediately indispensable. 

Having so far bettered his condition, Peterborough's 
next object was to increase the efficiency of his land 
forces; as well by the additition of a select body of 
cavalry, of which he possessed not a squadron, as by an 
increase to his veteran infantry. In furtherance of this 
design, he prevailed upon lord Galway to hand over to 
him two vretk regiments oi dragoons, himself providing 
horses for their equipment; while he obtained permission 
to withdraw from Gibraltar two seasoned battalions, 
leaving two in their room which^ being composed entirely 
of recruits, were better fitted for garrison duty than for 
active operations in the field. So far he was undeniably 
indebted to the good nature and zeal for the public ser- 
vice which actuated lord Galway ; but another honour 
which befell him (for an advantage it can scarcely 
be termed) originated in a widely different source. The 
archduke Charles, disgusted with the proceedings of the 
allies in Portugal, proposed to cast in his lot with Peter-' 
borough; and Peterborough could not, either in delicacy 
or with propriety, decline the proffered compliment. 
The compliment, however, occasioned to him no trifling 
inconvenience, as well individually, as in its general po- 
litical results. In the first place, the expense of the 
archduke's transport fell entirely upon Peterborough; 
— a burden of which his country never esteemed it 
necessary to relieve him ; while, in the next place^ the 
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presence of the claimant of the crown added little to iSbe 
vigour of those counsels hy which the army in Catalonia 
ought to haye been from first to last directed. 

Having taken the archduke with his suite on boards 
and embarked his cavalry and stores^ Peterborough sailed 
for the Tagus; and, directing his course towards Tangier 
roads, formed a junction there with the squadron under 
sir Cloudesley ShoveL The combined fleet proceeded 
next to Gibraltar, where the exchange of infantry already 
referred to was efffected, and where the prince of Hesse, 
as much in compliance with his own request as in defer- 
ence to Charles, joined himself to the staff of the army. 
The prince of Hesse was a brave and meritorious soldier : 
he had held the office of viceroy in Catalonia, where his 
amiable manners and strict integrity endeared him to the 
people at large ; and hence it was fairly enough presumed 
that circumstances might arise under which his presence 
with the expedition would prove of essential ben^t. His 
arrival on b6ard was therefore hailed as affi>rding a happy 
omen of success; and the expedition pursued its course 
in the highest possible spirits. 

An agreeable voyage of a few days' continuance 
brought them to Aldea Bay; where, at the mouth of the 
Guadalavier, and within sight of the towers of Valencia, 
the fleet cast anchor. No time was then lost in opening 
the business of the campaign. The castle of Denia, a 
place of little strength, which commanded one flank of 
the roadstead, was attacked the next day by a frigate and 
two bomb vessels. It surrendered, after a few shots had 
been fired ; and was immediately occupied by 400 m^ 
under general Ramos ; after which, a point of disembark- 
ation being secured, the allies made haste to distribute 
their manifestos among such of the country people as ap- 
proached the shore. As they came in great numben, how- 
ever, bringing with them fresh provisions, and exhibitiiq^ 
in dieir language and manner a rooted abh<»renoe 
of the French, it occurred to Peterborough that inu 
portant uses might be made of the first conquest, trivial 
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as it might appear^ which fortune had pennitted them to 
attain. He looked again to his instructions^ and saw that 
they were very vaguely expressed^ more especially as re- 
lated to the time in which certain services were to be per- 
formed: he proposed^ therefore^ to his colleagues that 
advantage should be taken of this happy ambiguity ; and 
that the attempt upon Barcelona should be pos^oned^ 
while another and a Solder^ but^ as he argued^ a not less 
prudent enterprise^ was carried into effect. Of the plan 
of that enterprise^ as well as of the reasons which 
guided him in recommending it^ Peterborough has left 
an ample account on record^ of which we cannot do 
better than give^ at this stage of our narrative^ a brief 
but faithful abridgment. 

Valencia^ a populous and flourishing town^ is situated 
in a country more than ordinarily fertile in com^ as well 
as abundantly supplied with horses^ catde^ and other 
beasts of burden. It is distant from Madrid barely fifty 
leagues; and of its friendly disposition towards a prince of 
the house of Austria^ the avidity with which the people 
received his proclamations^ and the zeal which they mani- 
fested in furnishing provisions to the fleets afforded the 
most satisfactory evidence. Destitute of regular troops^ 
likewise^ (of which^ indeed^ there were none nearer than the 
capital^) it appeared absolutely to invite the descent which 
Peterborough proposed; while its position on a navigable 
river rendered it extremely convenient as a base of oper- 
ations to a force dependent for its cluef supplies upon the 
shipping. But the views of Peterborough extended 
Hx beyond the mere occupation of one town^ or even one 
province : he conceived it practicable to make from this 
point that " push upon Spain " which the orders of his 
government recommended ; and he entertained sanguine 
expectations that the push^ if made with spirit^ would 
give a new turn to the entire course of events. 

It was well known that the duke of Anjou occupied 
Madrid at this moment with a feeble corps of cavalry 
alone. The whole of his infantry^ or rather^ his entire 
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disposable force^ lay detached at the two extremities of 
the kingdom: one portion being at Barcelona^ and in the 
districts near; the other^ under marshal Berwick^ spread- 
ing along the Portuguese frontier. Both PorUigal and 
Catalonia were^ however^ so far removed from Madrid^ 
thatj if common diligence were used^ an army adyancing 
fr<Hn Valencia must reach the capital long before it could 
be supported from either flank. Now^ as the people of 
Valencia were friendly; as the means of transport were 
ample ; and^ aboye all^ as neither fortified towns nor 
other impediments stood in the way^ to arrest the Eng^sh 
in their progress; it appeared to lord Peterborough not 
only possible^ but in all respects judicious^ to make a dash 
upon Madrid itself. It was true that the moyement 
could not be effected without alarming the duke of 
Berwick^ whose instant countermarch upon the threatened 
point might fairly be expected. But then^ as Peterborough 
justly argued^ Berwick could not moye alone : his retreat 
would be promptly followed by lord Galway^ the king of 
Portugal^ and titieir armies; so that Berwick^ instead of 
acting to any purpose^ must himself be exposed to a double 
danger. Let him march upon Madrid^ and he would find 
it occupied by Charles and his allies^ who. could easily 
maintain themselyes till relieyed by lord Galway's troops. 
It was therefore a mere chance whether he would conmiit 
himself^ as it were^ between two fires^ or provide for his 
own safety by abandoning the capital to its fate. As to 
Philip^ again^ his evacuation of title city was inevitable; 
and^ provided the confederates played their cards well, 
his return to it might be rendered^ if not impossible^ at all 
events highly improbable. But this was not all : even 
supposing that lord Galway failed to follow up the duke of 
Berwick, a retreat to Gibraltar lay open; whilst Gibraltar 
could be used as a base even more convenient than Bar- 
celona, inasmuch as its distance from England was not 
so great. 

Deeply impressed with the importance of this plan, and 
full of confidence as to its practicability, Peterborou£^ 
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took the earliest opportunity of submitting it to the con- 
sideration of the archduke. To his equal surprise and 
mortification^ it was very coldly received, while the wis- 
dom of adhering to the original scheme, — the reduction 
of Barcelona, — was strongly insisted upon. Peterborough 
urged his point with the ardour and impetuosity which 
formed prominent features in his character ; but he found 
that his reasoning failed to produce the smallest effect. He 
then proposed to lay the project before a council of war, 
in order that the opinions of his colleagues might be 
ascertained ; the proposal was agreed to, and again the 
decision was against Mm. Though Valencia might be well 
disposed (such were the arguments of the court), yet 
beyond the boimds of that narrow province all men were 
enemies ; whereas, by commencing operations in Cata- 
lonia, you made war, as it were, in a friendly country, and 
blocked up one of the principal roads of communication 
between Philip and his supplies from France. It was 
to no purpose that Peterborough reminded the court 
both of the extent of the enemy's resources in these 
parts, and the strength of the place which they proposed 
to attack. The former, it was insisted, were in a great 
degree neutralised by the decided hostility of the people; 
while of the latter it was gravely urged, that no opinion 
could be formed from the inaccurate information of 
which they were as yet in possession. Thus thwarted by 
the sovereign whose cause he was sent to maintain, and 
over-ruled in his opinions by the prince of Hesse and 
others, nothing remained for lord Peterborough but to 
yield ; and if he exhibited by his manner that he did so 
reluctantly, neither his zeal nor determination suffered 
the slightest abatement. After the delay of some days, 
the fleet again hoisted sail, and on the 15th of August 
came to anchor in the bay of Barcelona. 

The city against which it was now proposed to 
operate chanced to be one of the largest as well as best 
fortified in Spain. Surrounded by works constructed 
after the most approved model, protected by a citadel, and 
covered on one side by the sea, it was rendered safe from 

VOL. II. R 
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assault on the inland face by the proximity of Mon^uiek, 
a fortress of prodigious strengUi^ which occupies a hiH 
about a mile or a mile and a half from the town. The 
garrison which held it was known to fall very little 
short of the English army in point of numbers ; and 
the enemy were too conscious of the importance of the 
city itself^ not to have amply stored its magazines both 
with bread and ammunition. It was but a meagre 
source of satisfaction^ under suchr circumstances^ to be 
told that the inhabitants were^ for the most part^ 
friendly. "Whatever the dispositions of imarmed ci- 
vilians may be^ they will scarcely venture to display them 
in the presence of a powerful garrison; more especially 
if, as was the case here^ the strictest discipline be main, 
tained, and the most vigilant watch kept over every lane 
and alley. Besides^ what hope could be entertained of 
establishing even a blockade by 6000 or 7000 men; 
when^ according to the most moderate computation^ at 
least 30,000 were required to form the first line 
of circumvallation ? These were the difficulties which 
occurred, not to Peterborough only, but to every otho* 
officer attached to the expedition, so soon as the con> 
dition of the town became known ; and the effect was 
such as to induce even those who had been forward in 
counselling the movement, to recommend now an im- 
mediate abandonitient of the project. 

Aware that a conviction prevailed of the utter hope- 
lessness of the undertaking, and disappointed in the 
expectations which he had been led to form as to the 
readiness of the Catalans to join his standard, Peter- 
borough required a council of war to assemble on 
board the Britannia, for the purpose of determining 
how it behoved them to act. The council met on the 
l6th ; when it came to the unanimous conclusion that 
the troops ought not to be landed ; but that the ex- 
pedition should either follow up its ulterior object 
by passing over to Italy, or direct its effi»*ts against 
some other town on the sea coast. It does not appear 
that Peterborough dissented, on this occasion^ from the 
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views taken by hi« colleagues. He saw, indeed, not 
less clearly than they, that he had adventured upon an 
enterprise in which success was not to be obtained by 
the ordinary means of exertion ; and he could not, upon 
any gvounds of reason, oppose himself to a decision 
which rested upon premises too correct to be gainsayed. 
NcTertheless, when the archduke expressed his anxiety 
that the project should not be precipitately laid aside, 
and the prince of Hesse remonstrated against it as 
discreditable to the British arms, Peterborough over- 
came his own scruples, and again called'the generals to* 
gether. This occurred more than once, with no better 
result than at first ; till Charles, in the end, entreated , 
as a personal favour, that they would gratify him by con- 
ducting the siege for the limited space of eighteen days. 
With great difficulty Peterborough prevailed upon his 
officers to yield; and, on the 27th, the tro(^s were 
landed. But scarcely was the disembarkation completed, 
when the generals again met to record their decided opi- 
nion of the impropriety of the measure. Certain chiefs 
of the Catalans had, it appeared, come in, on whom 
they made large demands for workmen, which had not 
been acceded to; and they now utterly deq)aired of 
being able so much as to throw up their batteries, in the 
face of such a garrison as held the town. 

Not less convinced than they, that the idea of laying 
fonnal siege to Barcdona was, with the means at his 
disposal, ridiculous, Peterborough found it difficult to 
evade compliance with a demand of which he adcnow- 
ledged both the justice and the force. Not such were 
the dispositions of the archduke Charles or the prince 
of Hesse. The latter vehemently contended, that till 
the breaching guns were landed, the people would not 
believe that the allies w^e in conc^ ; nor, as a neces. 
sary consequence, join them : while the form^ did not 
hesitate to declare that, whatever might be done with 
ibe troops under Peterborough's orders, he at least was 
leiolved to live and die among his faithful .Catalans. 
» 2 
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It was to no purpose that they were both reminded of 
the real state of the case^ — that the absence of every 
thing like a disposition to arm^ on the part of the in« 
habitants^ was pointed out to them ; and that they were 
requested to draw up the rudest outline of a plan by 
which the extensive dty before them might be attacked 
to advantage. The prince of Hesse met these remon* 
strances by a somewhat unworthy attempt to magnify the 
number of the miquelets^ who, to the amount of perhaps 
1500, hovered near the camp ; while Charles assumed 
the language of one whose prospects were about to be 
blighted, at the very moment when their realisation 
seemed inevitable. 

Stung by the murmurs of the court faction on one 
hand, and harassed by the angry remonstrances of his 
own officers on the other, Peterborough's temper, neither 
the most patient nor the most placable, gave way ; and 
he contented himself with holding his position before the 
place, in apparent indifference as to what might event, 
iially befall. The consequence was, that serious mis. 
understandings began to arise in the camp. The 
general of the Dutch contingent went so far as to de- 
clare that he would not obey lord Peterborough, in case 
he went forward with an enterprise so hopeless ; while 
the courtiers insisted that, at all events, an effort should 
be made to breach the town, even if an assault should 
6e esteemed, ultimately, too hazardous. The prince of 
Hesse, in particular, was loud in his demands to this 
effect; whdle the naval officers^ in their turn, ceased not 
to reproach their comrades on shore, because they 
hesitated to embark in an undertaking which seamen e^ 
teemed feasible. Of all these occurrences Peterborough 
was mAde regularly aware ; indeed, the prince himsdf 
scarcely disguised his opinion, that he accounted but 
lightly of the talents for command of one who could^ in 
public, give his voice for active proceedings, yet per- 
mit that voice to be over.ruled by his inferiors. But 
neither the remonstrances of the one party nor the 
groundless recriminations of the other moved Peterbo- 
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lough to deviate from liis own course. He reminded 
the former class^ that of the difficulties which they now 
esteemed insuperable^ he had sufficiently forewarned 
them ere they quitted Valencia ; while, to the latter, he 
held one uniform tone of unanswerable argument : — > 
'' Draw out your plan in detail : convince me that, 
with 6000 men, I can furnish working parties and 
guards for the trenches ; keeping up, at the same time, 
an efficient blockade, round the place; that, when a breach 
shall be effected, I can, with my little army, hazard an 
assault ; and the siege shall be formally commenced to- 
morrow. But, in common fairness both to yourselves 
and me, abstain from general exhortations which partake 
largely of the character of reproach." 

Upwards of three months were expended amid these 
embarrassing and profitless disputes. Occasionally, 
indeed, the general was urged to penetrate into the in- 
terior ; the very persons who hesitated to follow from 
Valencia declaring their willingness to le^ve Barcelona 
in their rear : but, for the most part, the demand of his 
colleagues was to be led back to their ships, that they 
might proceed at once into Italy. Peterborough was 
sorely distressed by this appeal. Brave even to a fault, 
and entertaining a sense of military honour which would 
have been esteemed sufficiently acute even in the chi- 
valrous age, he could not brook the idea of abandoning, 
without a trial, any enterprise in which he had fairly 
embarked ; and, in the present instance, his chagrin was 
not diminished by the reflection that he must either 
yield to tlus dire necessity, or risk the very existence of 
his army. He gradually withdrew from the society 
even of those to whom he had formerly been most at-> 
tached ; while towards the prince of Hesse and the arch- 
duke Charles he evinced a marked coldness. But, though 
he thus held aloof from communicating with those around 
him, he was not regardless of the position in which the 
cause of his country stood : he bent, on the contrary, 
all the energies of his active mind to the discovery of 
loroe device by which the discredit attaching to a failure 
R S 
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in the outset of liis career might be avoided ; and be 
finally worked out a scheme^ the yery boldness <^ whidi 
tended; in no slight degree^ to secure its accomplisfa. 
ment. 

We hare spoken of Fort Monjui(^ as in a great 
measure commanding the town^ or^ to express ourselTes 
more accuratdy^ as rendering it secure finom all hostik 
i^proaches on the inland or western face. The fort in 
question is built upon an eminence, the loftiest of an 
irregular cluster of heights which branch out from the 
roots of the Montserrat chain, as these gradually decline 
towards the sea. Numerous rayines and hollows girdle 
it round; one of which, running transversely between it 
and the city, would, if not overawed by the guns of the 
fort, fiimiflii a sort of natural parallel to a be8i^;ing 
army. Upon the fortifications of this stronghold all 
the care had been bestowed which the state of military 
sd^ce, then scarcely less perfect than it is now, would 
permit. The.ditdies were riveted and scarped; the out- 
works presented a very model of exactitude ; and the 
batteries which defended the interior circle were all 
constructed on the most approved principles. In a word, 
if there Was one point in the chain which, to the most 
practised eye, would have appeared less assailalde than 
another, that point w&s Mo^juick. Yet against it 
Peterborough now meditated a blow, not after die 
tedious process of a siege had been gone throng, but by 
surprise. 

The romantic idea was no sooner conceived than 
Peterborough, attended by a dngle aide-de-camp, went 
forth from the camp, in order to ascertain how far the 
degree of vigilance exhibited by the garrison would or 
would not authorise an attempt to realise it. The re- 
connmssance was efibcted without difficulty or hazard ; 
for the miquelets, <Nr armed peasants from the moun- 
tains, occupied aU the gardens and inclosures near ; and 
Monjuick possessing few conveniences for the lodgment 
of cavalry, no sudden attack was to be apprehended. It 
sufficed, moreover, to convince the English general that 
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the hope which his imagination rather than his soher 
jtidgment had entertained^ was not altogether visionary; 
He saw that the ordinary precautions of placing acU 
ranced sentries without the ditch were scarcely tiiJcen ; 
that no patrols were eyer pushed heyond the limits of 
their own worics; and that^ in. all respects^ hoth the 
governor and the garrison appeared buried in the most 
extravagant confidence. Such was precisely the posture of 
affairs on the existence of which the success of Ids scheme 
depended ; so that he returned to his tent more than ever 
resolute on making the attempt at all hazards. • 

Peterborough felt that his enemies had deceived 
themselves ; his own good sense told him that he must 
deceive his friends also. Every things indeed^ depended 
upon concealment ; and hence he took care not to drop 
so mudi as a hint that the possibility of surprising 
Moi^uick had occurred to him. He continued^ on the 
contrary^ to give his assent to the renewed assembling of 
councils of war; in deference to the repeated determi. 
nations of which the troops were warned for reimbark* 
ation. Indeed^ the artillery in front was withdrawn^ and 
the heaviest pieces sent on board the fleet ; not without 
a renewal of protestations on the part of the courts 
and a fresh outpouring of reproach from the naval 
officers. Yet Peterborough bore all with the utmost 
iqiparent indifference. He even afibcted to argue 
against the statements of those who condemned the 
proceedings and appealed to his brigadiers to support 
him ; insomuch that they all^ whether friendly or other* 
wise to the measure of a retreat^ r^arded him as its 
serious supporter. But Peterborou^ had a different 
game to play. On the night preceding that morning 
when the army expected to quit its lines the troops 
were suddenly ordered imder arms ; and a column of 
1600 men took its way^ in profound silence^ along the 
base of the hill^ towards Monjuick. 

From the day of the landing the troops had occupied a 
position on the south-western flank of the town^ — having 
R 4 
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their right extended towards the sea^ md their left pio« 
tected hy the waters of the Llobr^at. The better to se- 
cure themselves against sorties^ they had thrown up several 
redoubts ; while^ by cutting sluices in the river's bank^ 
they had it in their power^ almost at any moment^ to 
flood all the plain between the camp and Barcelona* 
They lay, however, at the distance of two leagues 
from the projected point of attack ; and the only secure 
road by which to gain it led round the base of a rugged 
hill, at a circuit of not less than a league in addition. 
In spite, however, of the difficulties attending so pro- 
tracted a march, in a dark night, Peterborough set for. 
ward ; and, as his line of route led him past the door of 
the prince of Hesse's quarters, he alighted, and sent in 
a message that he desired to speak with his highness. 
'' Being brought into the prince's apartment," says an 
eye-witness*, " the earl acquainted him that he had at 
last resolved on an attempt against the enemy ; adding, 
that now, if he pleased, he might be a judge of their 
behaviour, and see whether his officers and soldiers had 
deserved that character which he had so liberally givai 
them. The prince made answer that he had always 
been ready to take his share ; but could hardly believe 
that troops marching that way could make any attempt 
against the enemy to satisfaction. However, vnthoot 
further discourse, he called for his horse." 

Thus accompanied by the man whose intemperate 
reproaches had been heaped upon him ever since they be- 
gan to act together, Peterborough continued his march. 
It was a toilsome and an arduous one ; nevertheless the 
soldiers accomplished it well ; and, about two hours be- 
fore dawn, the little column found itself under the hill of 
Monjuick, something less than a quarter of a mile ircm 
the enemy's outworks. As might be expected, there was 
a profound silence throughout the ranks. A vague sut* 
picion of the general's design began now to be entertained; 
and men naturally supposed that the attempt at surprise^ 
if made at all, would be made ere morning broke. But 

• Captain Carlton. 
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it wiLs not so. Peterborough had well and closely ex- 
amined the place. He had observed that there were neither 
palisades nor other barriers in any of the ditches ; that the 
inner circle of works, though tolerably perfect in itself^ 
scarcely commanded the outer entrenchments with effect ; 
and that the whole were so arranged that, could the 
enemy be tempted into the outward ditch, beneath the 
bastions of the second enclosure, the best hopes might 
be entertained of * effecting, at least, a lodgment. He 
determined, therefore, not to give the assault before 
day; partly because he felt that darkness always magnifies 
the obstacles to which assailants may find themselves 
opposed ; partly because he conceived that a bold rush, 
in the sight of the sun, would occasion greater con- 
sternation among the enemy, than a stealthy approach 
under the curtain of night. Nevertheless, his arrange- 
ments were all made, and his orders issued, while yet 
the veil of darkness lay over them ; and hence, when the 
moment of action did come, there was not an officer or 
man unacquainted with the duties which he was expected 
to perform. 

Peterborough divided his little corps into three co- 
lumns ; of which one was appointed to attack a bastion 
that looked towards the town ; another to assault a 
demi-bastion on the western face ; and the third to act 
as a support to either when needed, or to cover their 
vetreat in case of a reverse. Each of the assaulting 
bodies, again, was thus distributed : — First of all went a 
lieutenant, with thirty men, — a sort of forlorn hope, as 
it is called, or advanced guard ; then followed a captain^ 
with fifty men ; and last of all came the little battalion^ 
which mustered in all not more than 200 firelocks. 
The orders issued to both were the same. The men 
were directed to push forward, to receive the enemy's 
fire, and then leap into the ditch; out of which it 
was not doubted Uiat they would speedily drive their 
ppponents. They were then to follow the fugitives 
dose, so as to secure a hold upon the outward circle of 
works ; where, after pressing the garrison within what 
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was called the upper f ort^ they were to establish tfaem. 
adves. 

Daylight had not long come in> when the troops pro- 
ceeded to execute this plan with the utmost coolness and 
gallantry. The storming parties rushed forward^ over a 
space of ground every where exposed to the fire of the 
garrison ; yet such was the celerity of the movement, 
that they suffered comparatively little from the volley of 
grape and musketry which immediately opened upon them; 
The western attack^ indeed^ accomplished the service 
intrusted to it^ with the loss of but one man killed and 
three wounded; for the governor^ not anticipating mo^ 
lestation there, had withdrawn ahnost all his people for 
the defence of the eastern bastion. Immediately the 
soldiers sprang up the uneven face of the rampart, made 
themselves masters of the demi-bastion, as well as of 
three pieces of cannon which were planted there, and, 
hastily constructing a parapet with such materials as they 
could find, turned the guns upon the inner fort with 
prodigious effect. Meanwhile the column employed 
against the eastern bastion exhibited not less of gallantry 
or resolution in its operations. Having received the 
enemy's fire, the troops, without pausing to silence it, 
leiq>ed into the ditch, and in five minutes the garrison 
was in ftdl flight, leaving the sally-ports unbarred be- 
hind them in their confusion. Instantly one of thesd 
was seized* Pet^borough and the prince of Hesse, 
followed by the main body, made good their entrance; 
and the bastion passed in an instant into their posses-* 
sion. Its gorge was promptly blocked up with a quantity 
of large loose stones, which happily lay in a heap, as 
if for the purpose ; and hence, before the guns of the 
inner fort coidd open, a tolerable cover was secured. 

So far every thing had fallen out even beyond the 
most sanguine expectations of those engaged. A secure 
lodgment was effected in the outworks, and the reserves 
coming up, placed the garrisons of these newly con- 
structed redoubts beyond the hazard of discomfiture; but; 
at if to doud the good fortune of the day, the prince <^ 
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■HeMe permitted his naturally sanguine temper to lead 
bim into a situation which cost his own life^ and the lost 
«£ nearly 200 of his followers. The firing at Monjuictc 
baring alarmed the governor of Barcelona^ a hody of 
dragoons were sent from the latter ^ace^ 200 of whom^ 
entering the beleaguered fbrt, ware welcomed with loud 
cheers by the garrison. The prince^ mistaking the 
cause of these vivas^ and imagining that the place had 
surrendered^ pushed forward^ with 300 men, to secure 
ity and himself perished^ together with the greater 
number of those who had improvidently adopted his 
<^inion. But the confusion which might have followed 
80 untoward an event the coolness and decision of 
Peterborough prevented. He drew off the remiEdns of 
the prince's party^ in excellent order, and, sending the 
body of that gallant office to the rear, proipptly replaced 
the men in the positions which they oi^ht not to have 
quitted. 

This was scarcely done when an alarm arose that a 
heavy cdumn both of horse and fSoot was advancing 
from Barcelona upon Monjuick. It is to be observed, 
that there were lines of communication between these 
two places, which, leading over some very rugged ground, 
rendered it impossible to pass from the one point to the 
other free from observation. Peterborough saw that the 
report was not groundless ; but being anxious to ascer- 
tain more accurately the precise amount of the approach- 
ing enemy, he mounted his hcnrse, and rode beyond the 
glacis. He was scarcely gone when one of those groundless 
panics, for which it is extremely difficult to account, 
arose among the men. The dangers to which they were 
really exposed became magnified in their eyes so soon as 
their general passed from before them ; and the example 
^reading even to the officer left in command, he ven- 
tured, on his own responsibility, to issue orders for the 
abandonment of their conquests. It is a curious fact 
that these orders were in part obeyed ; that the troops 
had actually withdrawn from the bastion which they 
had won, and were already in the ditch when Peter-' 
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bcnrou^^ recalled by captain Carlton^ arrived^ and put « 
stop to a movement so disastrous. He shouted aloud that 
the men were marching in the wrong direction. He 
threw himself from his horse^ grasped a standard^ and 
waved it over his head ; upon which his people^ as if in- 
spired by some influence more powerful than nature^ 
suddenly wheeled round. As good fortune would have 
it^ their momentary retrogression had not been observed 
by the enemy ; and they recovered^ in consequence^ their 
vantage ground without difficulty^ while the cloud that 
seemed to menace them from Barcelona dispersed of 
its own accord. It so happened that the prisoners 
taken during the prince of Hesse's ill-judged advance, 
fell in with the column of relief while yet on its march. 
They were questioned^ as usual^ by the officer in com- 
mand^ as to the amount of force engaged ; and reporting 
that Peterborough conducted the operation in person^ a 
belief naturally arose that the whole of the British 
army had moved upon Monjuick. The consequence 
was^ that^ apprehensive lest their own retreat might be 
cut off, they fell back with the utmost precipitation^ 
securing their own safety in the town^ and leaving the 
castle to its fate. 

Among other diq)ositioni^ which Peterborough had 
considered it advisable to make, he had moved up 1000 
men, under general Stanhope^ whom he posted hidf.way 
between the camp on the western side of Barcelona and 
the point of attack. These were now ordered to seize 
the ground between Moiguick and the town, so as to 
dose up the garrison of the former, and to cut off all 
communication with the open country. They executed 
the charge intrusted to them with effect ; and the heavy 
guns being immediately re-landed, batteries were raised, 
and a furious bombardment began. On the third day a 
shell struck the principal magazine, and blew it up. The 
governor's house was shaken to the ground, where himself 
with all his guests perished in the ruins ; while a face 
of one of the smaller bastions was, by the same concussion, 
shivered into fragments. Instantly the miquelets rushed 
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up the open space; while Peterborough^ not less at-* 
tentive than they^ sent his r^ular troops to support 
them. In ten minutes this strong fortress was in pos- 
session of the English ; the utmost regard being paid 
both to the persons and property of its recent occupants. 

The effect of this success upon the minds both of the 
land and sea forces was the more encouraging^ that it 
had by no means been anticipated. Among die naval 
officers^ in particular^ the greatest enthusiasm prevailed ; 
insomuch that they one and all volunteered^ with every 
disposable man from their ships' crews^ to serve in the 
trenches. Peterborough was not slow in taking advan- 
tage of the good spirit thus excited : three breaching 
batteries^ armed one with nine^ another with twelve^ a 
third with thirty guns^ were raised against the western 
flank ; while six lifter pieces were planted on the sum^ 
mit of a rock^ so as to enfilade the defences^ and keep 
down the fire from the place- With respect^ again^ to 
the troops, they were divided into two camps, of which 
one held Monjuick, while the other occupied the line 
of the beach ; and they relieved each other at intervals, 
their route lying along the base of the hills, by which 
the movement was effectually concealed ^m llie enemy's 
observation. Thus were die men alternately exposed 
and sheltered, their labour being in like manner very 
equally distributed; while the guns, manned in part 
by seamen, in part by soldiers trained to the service, did 
their work with the very best effect. Within the space 
of a few days, indeed, a breach was effected ; and the 
engineers having pronounced it practicable, preparations 
were made to storm. 

The governor, don Velasco, disheartened by the loss 
of Monjuick, and made aware of the exasperation which 
prevailed among the miqudets, would not incur the 
hazard of an assault. He hung out a white flag, and 
proposed to capitulate ; and, as he gave up without re- 
luctance one gate as an earnest of his sincerity, no dif- 
ficulty was experienced in bringing the negotiation to a 
satis&ctory issue. But this act, intended on his part to 
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evinoe hit perfisct ablunrreiice of deceit^ had weU-ni^ 
proyed fatal both to himself and the people. The mi- 
quelets^ whose hatred towards Velasco seems to have 
been^ Uiough not wifounded^ yery extravi^ant^ no soon^ 
found an opening, than^ in defiance of all the laws of 
war and dvilised life^ they penetrated within the works. 
A scene of the most revolting yiolence must have fol- 
lowed^ had not Peterborough made his way through a 
postern into the town, and, at the imminent hazard of 
his own life, saved that of the governor, and preserved 
the devoted city from rapine and plund^. Velasco was 
neither indifferent to the act of Idndness thus p^ormed 
nor slow in acknowledging it. Though the terms of 
capitulation authorised him to exclude the English during 
nine days longer, he issued orders on the instant for the 
general surrender of the place ; and the garrison having 
marched out with all the honours of war, Charles made his 
solemn entrance, and was immediatdy proclaimed king. 
The results attendant on this splendid and unlooked^ 
for victory proved scarcely less important than the vic- 
tory itself. Almost all the principal towns in Catalonia — 
Taragona, Tortosa, Lerida, San Mateo, and Gerona, — 
declared for the house of Austria. The enemy's troops 
deserted in whole battalions^ — even the garrison of Bu*- 
cdona passing, with the exception of 1000 men, into the 
service of Charles ; while recruits presented themsdves 
in such numbers, that six new regiments were speedily 
embodied. Valencia, in like manner, became restless undo* 
the Bourbon supremacy. Don Raphael Nevat, command- 
ing a r^ment of veteran in&ntry, marched to Denia, 
and joined general Ramos. A movement was next made 
upon Valencia itself, which submitted; while various 
places of lesser note promptly followed the example. 
There needed, in short, but an unanimity of sentiment 
in council, producing its natural consequences, prompti. 
tude of action in the field, to render the success of the 
cause certain ; for the enemy were panio-stnick, their 
reserves remote, and their plans thoroughly disconcerted. 
Unfortunately, however^ the little court of ChailM be^ 
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eame a prey to facti<m almost from the first iionr of its 
establishment Peterborough^ on the one hand^ impe* 
taoos and domineering^ strove to carry, by sheer dictation, 
measures judicious perhaps in themselYes, though little 
in accordance with the sluggish tempers of his colleagues; 
the Spanish authorities, on the other hand, jealous of 
the interference of a foreigner, affected to rely more upon 
their own n^tiations and intrigues than upon the 
c^rations of the army; while the Dutch oflScers, not 
wholly unsupported by certain English brigadiers, con^ 
tended for the necessity of giving rest to the troops aft» 
the labours of the siege. It was to no purpose that 
Peterborough remonstrated against the loss of time, on 
the r^ht improvement of which he conceived that the 
issues of the war depended. His sarcastic and haughty 
manner inflicted wounds too deep for the wisdom of his 
advice to heal ; and arrangements were made, in i^ite 
of protestations to the contrary^ for passing itke winter 
months in mischievous inactivity. 

In accordance with the decisions of a council of war, 
the greater part of the fleet returned to Lisbon ; and the 
army was distributed among the several towns which 
had recently submitted to king Charles. Lerida, in par- 
ticular, was strongly occupied ; while in Tortosa, a place 
peculiarly important, as in some degree connecting the 
kingdoms of Valencia and Catalonia together, 1000 foot 
and 200 horse were quartered. San Mateo, again, 
though valuable on account of its position on the main 
road, or rather pass, from one province to the othg*, w;as 
intrusted to 500 miquelets only, under colonel Jones ; 
while about 4000 men were kept idle at Barcelona, 
for the purpose, as it appeared, of giving lustre to the 
court. Peterborough vainly argued against the foUy 
of this disposition, even when he ceased to urge the 
propriety of a winter campaign ; and it needed but the 
lapse of a few weeks to demonstrate that he had not 
been mistaken in any of his calculations. 

The fall of Barcelona was no sooner communicated to 
Philip, than he took vigorous measures to arrest the 
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progress of the English arms^ as i^ell as to recover^ if 
possible^ the ground which he had lost both in Catalonia 
and Valencia. The conde de las Torres^ an officer of 
considerable experience and character^ put himself at the 
head of all the disposable force that could be collected^ 
and marched upon San Mateo. The place was imroe^ 
diately invested ; and the approaches being pushed with 
equal determination and address^ colonel Jones^ the officer 
in command, found great difficulty in maintaining him- 
self. Urgent and pressing entreaties for relief were for- 
warded to Barcelona^ where the bold measures of the 
enemy excited both surprise and dismay; more especially 
as the corps engaged in the siege of San Mateo was 
known to exceed in numbers the total amount which 
Charles had left disposable from his remote garrisons. 
Under these circumstances, recourse was had to a species 
of finesse, not very unusual in Spanish warfare^ though 
calculated, in most instances, to bring ruin upon those 
whom it is designed for the moment to encourage. The 
king addressed a letter of instructions to Peterborough, 
requiring him to hasten, with the troops in Tortosa, to 
the relief of colonel Jones ; while, the better to ensure 
his compliance, a story was invented for which there 
does not appear to have existed even a shadow of found- 
ation. The earl was assured that Las Torres's army 
scarcely amounted to 2000 men ; that he was shut up 
in the wood of Valvana, between Morella and San Ma- 
teo, by 16,000 armed peasants ; and that it required 
only the presence of a small regular force to ensure his 
unconditional surrender. As Peterborough could not 
imagine that the master whom he served would intoi- 
tionally thrust him into a position of the utmost 
hazard, he sent orders to the officer in command at 
Tortosa, that he should pass the Ebro without delay ; 
and himself travelling express, he arrived in an incre. 
dibly short space of time at the base of his future 
operations. 

The first measure which he judged necessary to adopt 
was to call the magistrates of Tortosa together for the 
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purpose of ascertaining from them the exact strengdi 
and position of the irregular bands alluded to by the 
king. His astonishment may be conceived^ when he 
learned that no such bands were in eidstence ; and that 
the enemy, to the amount not of 2000, but of 7000 
men, of whom 3000 were cavalry, occupied a strong 
encampment under the walls of San Mateo. Almost 
any other general would have abandoned all hope, and 
accounted himself fortunate in escaping the snare into 
which he had well-nigh been lured ; but Peterborough 
was not a man to act or calculate according to the or- 
dinary rules of prudence. He examined his instructions 
again; saw that the relief of San Mateo was strongly 
urged ; felt, moreover, that the service was highly im- 
portant ; and determined, at all hazards, to attempt it, 
even with the 1200 men whom alone he had at his 
conmiand. It required a good deal of address, however, 
to persuade the inferior officers of the practicability of 
a scheme, on the first blush, so extravagant ; for they, 
equally with himself, were aware of the prodigious nu- 
merical superiority of the enemy: nevertheless, his suc- 
cess at Barcelona having inspired all ranks with a perfect 
confidence in his talents, they finally yielded, with a good 
grace, to his wishes. Nor did the rei?ult disappoint their 
anticipations. 

Brave as he was, even to rashness, Peterborough 
never entertioined the idea of risking his handfid of 
troops, however trustworthy, in action against an enemy 
80 superior. He determined, on the contrary, to effect 
by stratagem, what he possessed not the means of at. 
tempting by open force ; and, with this view, broke up 
his little corps into detachments, each of which he 
placed under the command of an officer in whom he 
believed that he could repose implicit confidence. These 
were severally instructed to march by the most unfre- 
quented mountain paths ; to permit no straggling nor 
marauding on any account whatever ; and to reunite at 
Traguera, a walled town distant about six leagues from 
the enemies' camp. The detachments executed the 

TOL. II. 8 
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<xrden given tfaean with equal promptitiide and secrecy. 
They gained Tragnera witibout exciting the small^ 
•lann; and, the gate8,being closed, Peterhorough hence- 
forward took care that an q^portunity of hetraying his 
designs to the enemy should not be afforded. 

Having thus drawn his corps within a aingle march 
of Las Torres, Peterborough's next object was to create 
a persuasion in the mind of his adversary, that a very 
superior force was preparing to attack him. For 1h^ 
purpose he employed two Spaniards ; one a trusty spy, 
and as such in his own confidence — the other an or-* 
dinary peasant, himself deceived, and, therefore, in. 
capable of betraying the secrets of his employer. Tliese 
persons were directed to convey to colonel Jones a letter, 
so ^Epressed as that it should seem to have been written 
after all dread of failure had passed away. The letter 
in questicm informed Jones, that Peterborough had 
arrived at Traguera ; and that, by means of water car. 
riage, he had brought up a force equal, if not superior, 
to that of the besiegers. It entered into details so mi« 
nute as to carry with them an air of perfect reality ; and> 
above all, it stated that, though every precaution had 
been taken to ensure its safe delivery, its falling into 
the enemy's hands would '^ do little prejudice, since 
they shall see and feel the troops as soon almost as they 
can receive intelligence, should it be betrayed to them." 
With this letter the Spaniards set out over night ; the 
li^y being fully warned of the course which it behoved 
them to follow. ^ Every thing fell out as Peterborough 
could have wished. The men separated in the dark, 
ness : the i^y who was first taken reported to his cap- 
tors, that another countryman, the beara: of a letter, lay 
concealed somewhere not far off; and the peasant being 
found, and his statements rigidly corresponding with the 
written account. Las Torres became convinced that his 
ovm situation was critical Nor was much leisure 
afforded him to consider of the course which it would be 
judicious to pursue. Peterborough, who had inarched 
^m Traguera within an hour from the departure of tb^ 
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messengers^ showed himsdf^ as llie dawn broke^ in 
several columns upon the Mgh grounds above the camp ; 
and as the hills were well feathered with coppices and 
tmderwood^ an exaggerated opinion of his strength was> 
without difficult7> excited. Las Torres beheved all thai 
he had heard. He caused his tents to be struck, his 
stores abandoned or destroy«d, and hia heavy artillery 
' spiked ; after whkh he retreated, with the utmost pre^ 
cipitation, al(Hig the road to Valencia. Immediately the 
British troops marched into San Mateo, amid the 
loudest acdamadons of its gallant but hard-pressed 
garrison. 

It was confidently expected, as well by colonel Jonea 
as by the officers employed under his own immediate 
command, that Peterborough, satisfied with the accom- 
plidiment of a service, on the successful termination of 
which no man had a right to calculate, would have 
halted and refreshed his troops, — at least till the dead of 
winter had passed away ; but no such arrangement was 
ever contemplated by iMs daring and chivalrous leader. 
He scarcely paused, indeed, to receive the congratulations 
of the garrison^ and to give necessary instructions for 
repairing the ruined defences, ere he again put his little 
column in motion along the route which the enemy had 
taken. Keenly alive to the sound policy of acting upcm 
an impression while it is recent, he d^rmined to pursue 
Las Torres ; and he condiicted tiie ehace with not lesi 
skill and decision than he had displayed in the advance 
£rom Tortosa. His letter to Jones hfld been so ex- 
pressed as to produce a belief, on the part of Las Torres, 
diat the hiUs which hemmed in the road, botii on the 
right and left, were all occupied by Charles's troops. 
Las Torres, in consequence, retreated along the plain, 
scarcely venturing to push a patrol, on dther fiank, to 
the distance of half a mile from his line of mardi; while 
the march itself was conducted with a d^ree of haste 
which gave full assurance of the alarm under which he 
laboured. Peterborough ably availed himself of these 
several blunders. Sending his infantry tSmnigh ther 
8 2 
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passes of ^e mountains^ he hutig upon the rear of the 
enemy with his cavaky ; cutting off their stragglers, o^ 
casionally threatening their covering parties, and spread- 
ing dismay throughout the whole o^ their ranks. But 
he had not proceeded further than Albocazer, a town 
ahout six leagues from San Mateo, when a courier from 
Barcelona overtook him, hringing letters of which the 
contents materially interfered with the arrangem^ts 
which he had previously made. 

' The plans of Peterhorough, when marching from 
Tortosa on San Mateo, extended greatly beyond the 
reUef of the latter place. He had received orders firom 
king Charles, so soon as his first object should be at- 
tained, to attempt the total expulsion of the enemy from 
Valencia ; and he was now pressing forward with the 
avowed intention of fulfilling these instructions. It was 
communicated to him, at Albocazer, that three armies 
were forming elsewhere, to meet which every disposable 
man would be required. One corps, amounting to 8000 
men, had entered Catalonia from RoussiUon ; TiUy was 
in Aragon, with 4000 or 5000 more, over-running the 
whole country up to the gates of Lerida ; whilst Philip 
himself had collected, at Madrid, not less than 10,000 
infantry, besides cavalry, with the view of executing 
some movement of which the object was not yet ascer- 
tained. In addition to all this, it was stated that Ber- 
wick, recalled from the Portuguese frontier, was hasten- 
ing, by forced marches, to the capital ; and hence, that 
whatever fortune might attend Valencia, neither Cata- 
lonia nor the king's person could be accounted safe, 
unless a general concentration took place for their de- 
fence. Finally, the earl was given to understand, that 
a reinforcement of 1000 foot and 300 horse, which had 
been promised him, and which had already penetrated as 
far as Tortosa, was countermanded ; and that no sup- 
plies would be forwarded till the danger which seemed 
to threaten Catalonia should disperse. Peterborough 
was a good deal disconcerted by these despatches ; more 
especially as they threw a prodigious load of responsi- 
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bility upon himself^ without at the same time explicitly 
marking out the line of conduct required at his hand. 
Nevertheless he made up his mind as to the part whicb 
it hehoved him to play^ and followed his own plans with 
unflinching steadiness. He saw that^ in spite of the cry 
of danger nearer home^ the despatches were so expressed 
as to render him^ in a great measure^ answerahle for the 
maintenance of authority abroad. He accordingly 
summoned a council of war ; and^ laying before it his 
instructions^ requested a decision as to the course of 
conduct whidi it would be advisable to pursue. The 
decision at which the officers in council arrived^ was 
exactly such as^ under the circumstances^ might have 
been anticipated. They declared that^ with the means 
actually at their disposal^ any attempt to carry on an 
ojBTensive war would savour of madness; and hence, 
that nothing remained^ except to look mainly to Cata- 
lonia^ in pursuance of ^e expressed wishes of the king. 
Peterborough could neither dispute the justice of this 
sentence^ nor venture openly to oppose it, however dis. 
tasteful to his own feelings an abandonment of the 
meditated enterprise might be. He therefore filed his 
infantry across the hills to Venaroz, a seaport town 
distant about six leagues from the Ebro ; where, their 
oommimications with Catalonia being both direct and 
easy, they could, at the shortest notice, fall back upon 
Barcelona. For himself, however, he reserved a task, 
to all appearance still more arduous than either the 
capture of Monjuick, or the relief of San Mateo. 
Finding nothing in the despatch recently forwarded, 
which relieved him from the duty of recovering Va- 
lencia, he determined, with his cavalry alone, to make 
the essay ; in other words, he avowed his intention of 
continuing the pursuit of Las Torres, at the head of 
something less than 200 weary horsemen. The project 
teemed to those about him as visionary as it was rash ; 
yet tnch was the ascendancy which Peterborough h&d ao<» 
quired over the minds of those with whom he now acted^ 
8 3 



d by Google 



662 BRITISH MILITABY OOMMANinSRS* 

that his people entered upon it^ if not confident^ at afl 
tvents cheered hy some vague expectations of success. 

A rapid march carried the daring hand to Alcala de 
Ohiyant^ where certain stragglers from the enemy's rear 
were overtaken. They were immediately charged and 
cut to pieces — their own fears operatmg not less power- 
fully than the swords of their assailants ; after which ^ 
biost judicious arrangements were made^ at cmoe to con- 
eeal the real weakness of the pursuers^ and to keep alive, 
among the fugitives^ the apprehensions under which they 
had heretofore lahoured. For this purpose parties were 
^nt out in all directions^ which^ penetrating through the 
mountain defiles and unfrequented hy-paths, showed 
themselves^ now upon the rights now upon the left^ and 
now close in the rear of the retreating enemy. As often 
as the patrols halted^ or lost their way^ they were either 
sahred or taken. So long as they continued their march 
in good order^ demonstrations only were made ; rencoun- 
ters heing careftdly avoided. Thus was an impression 
produced^ in the minds of Las Torres and his officers, 
that their only chance of safety lay in a hasty hirt 
regular retreat ; and that their steps were closely fol- 
k>wed hy the same numerous and efficient army which 
had compelled them to ahandon their attempt upon San 
Mateo. 

While Peterhorough was thus holdly following up his 
first successes^ the duke of Anjou, distrustful of the 
talent or fidelity of Las Torres^ suddenly recalled him 
to Madrid^ and sent the duke of Arcos^ a very inadequate 
«uhstitute^ to succeed him in the command. That officer 
immediately ordered up a reserve of 4000 men, whidi 
he directed to commence^ without delay, the investment 
of Valencia : and the operation proceeded so far as to 
excite serious alarm among the authorities by whom, 
in case of capture, no mercy could of course be expected. 
The consequence was, that they despatched messenger 
aft^ messenger to Peterhorough, praying that he would 
come quicldy to their relief ; and representing the straits 
to which the city was reduced, in colours the most 
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f^mj. Peterborough expmenced no disinclination to 
comply with their wishes. As his own views^ more- 
over^ continued to point beyond local conquests^ he 
readily availed himself of the existing state of affairs^ 
to labour for their accomplishment ; and finding that 
the dangers which recently threatened Catalonia were 
in part blown over^ he made no scruple as to exercising 
the authority with which his sovereign had intrusted 
him. He sent to Barcelona^ requiring that he might 
be immediately supported by the Spanish corps which, 
to the amount of 1000 foot and 300 horse, had been 
originally destined to act under his command. Along 
with this message he forwarded a peremptory notice, 
that, in the event of his demand being evaded, he 
should order up from Lerida a body of English which 
lay there under colonel Wills ; while, at the same time, 
he instructed colonel Pierce, the chief of one of the regi- 
ments lately posted at Venaroz, to hold himself in rea« 
diness for a forward movement at a moment's notice. 
This done, hie continued his chace of the flying enemy 
with the same energy as before ; nor did any great while 
elapse ere fortune, or rather his own enterprising talent, 
enabled him to reap fresh laurels. 

Among the various qualities required in forming the 
character of an active military commander, not the least 
nnportant, perhaps, is the possession of a hardy and 
robust constitution : with this. Nature had, in a striking 
degree, gifted Peterborough; for, though slight of fwin, 
and delicately fair in his complexion, there was no ex- 
tent of fatigue or privation which he seemed unable to 
endure. Night and day he was in the saddle ; scarce a 
patrol, however weak, sallied forth from head-quarters, 
which he did not accompany either in part or through- 
out ; and hence there was not a service performed, of the 
slightest importance, which he was not personaUy pre- 
sent to control. With such a leader at their head, we 
cannot be surprised to learn that every private trooper 
became a hero. There was not a man in bis little corps, 
indeed, who did not feel that upon himself, in a great 
8 4 
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degree^ depended the success or failure of the enterprise ; 
and hence there was not a man whose energies^ both of 
mind and body^ were not, from first to last^ exerted to 
their utmost stretch. It is not surprising that men so 
acted upon by what may be termed the best spirit of 
chivaky^ should have peiformed prodigies both of valour 
and discretion. 

Nules^ a walled town of some note^ stands upon the 
main road^ about three days' march from Valencia^ and 
four leagues^ or something more^ from Villa Real. In the 
latter place^ remarkable for its attachment to the house 
of Austria^ the retreating army had committed great 
excesses ; . and they halted with the design of resting a 
day in the former^ as being not less attached to the 
Bourbon cause than Villa Real was to its opposite. Pe- 
terborough followed them step by step^ with his accus- 
tomed alacrity^ though not without the requisite caution. 
He saw them through Villa Real ; appeared suddenly 
before Nules ; and induced them^ by demonstrations of 
an immediate attack^ to evacuate the place. They had 
scarcely done so^ leaving 1000 armed citizens with 
-strict orders to hold the town to the last extremity^ ere 
he rode boldly up to the gate. A shower of musket balls 
saluted him and his escort^ of which they took iio notice; 
but peremptorily required that a priest^ or the chief 
magistrate^ should come forth without delay^ and answer 
to a summons which the English general desired to con- 
vey. It would have been strange^ had the panic^ which 
drove 6OOO regular troops before it^ failed to afiect the 
citizens of a town like Nules : a priest went forth as 
required ; he listened with deep humility to the demands 
of Peterborough ; and^ in ^ve minutes afterwards^ the 
town gates were opened. Immediately 200 horses were 
seized^ as if for the purpose of remounting an equal 
number of troopers^ whom length of service and hard 
fare had denuded of their chargers ; and the authorities 
being sworn to allegiance^ and the burgher guard dis- 
armed^ Peterborough^ widi his handful of adventurers, 
turned off in another direction. They fell back as fax 
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as Castillon de la Flana^ where the troops from Venaroi^ 
which he had previously ordered to advance^ were di- 
rected to join him. 

It seems next to impossible to account for the facility 
with which this extraordinary man contrived to spread^ 
wherever he went^ the most exaggerated notions of his 
force. At Castillon^ whither almost the whole of his 
cavalry were drawn in, not less than at Nules, an opinion 
universally prevailed, that the troops which men beheld 
among them constituted the mere body-guard of the 
general ; and that his army was following up the enemy 
in numbers so overwhelming, that no attempt could be 
made to offer battle. One inevitable result of a mistake 
so fortunate, was to confirm not the faithful only, but 
the wavering, in their loyalty; while the really disaffected 
were glad to conceal their sentiments under a show of 
more than common devotion to the cause of Charles. 
Peterborough caused a notice to be made public, that he 
stood in need of 800 horses for the king's service : in a 
single day they were brought to his quarters, and offered 
for sale at a very moderate price ; and, as he really did 
require them for purposes of his own, he bought them up 
in the name of his sovereign queen Anne of England. 
Nor was the use to which he turned them, less cha- 
racteristic of the man thui the mode adopted in pur- 
veying for them. Colonel Pierce's regiment no sooner 
reached Oropesa, a place about four leagues from Cas- 
tillon, than he hastened out to meet them ; and in a 
moment converted a battalion of veteran infantry into a 
corps of well mounted and well equipped cavalry. The 
saddles and accoutrements he had* previously ordered 
round by sea: they were all landed about a couple of 
days previous to the arrival of the men ; and now, in 
the short space of an hour, under circumstances border, 
ing upon the romantic, the transmutation was fully 
eflfected. He had drawn up the horses, saddled and 
accoutred, under the shelter of a hill, while he should 
pass the men under review on the opposite side. Whe|i 
the review closed, he merely asked the commander how 
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he should like to see his gallant followers moanted on 
excellent horses ; and both officers and men dedaiing 
that they desired nothing more earnestly^ he commanded 
them to march forward to a given point. Th^e the 
chargers^ caparisoned and loaded with the requisite ap^ 
pointments^ burst upon their view ; and the astonished 
corps all at once found itself in a new position^ in vrldck 
it continued ever after to perform good service. 

Having thus provided himself with a body of cavalry — 
a force which^ in rapid and desultory warfio'e^ is invalu- 
able — Peterborough immediately turned his attention to 
the formation of such an infantry corps as might enable 
him to attempt^ with some prospect of success^ the re- 
lief of Valencia. With this view, after distributing his 
dragoons among the walled villages near, where he knew 
that they would be safe from molestation so long as ar- 
tillery fidled to be brought against them, he set off in 
person, with his usual haste, for Tortosa ; instructing 
his staff, at the same time, to keep up a frequent cor- 
respondence with the authorities at Valencia, for the 
purpose of deceiving both them and the enemy into a 
persuasion that he lingered still at Castillon. He had 
not, however, proceeded farther than Venaroz, when he 
obtained information both of the advance of the regular 
regiment from Tortosa, and of the assembling of the 
militia of the province in order to support it. He made 
no delay, after jdning the latter force, in calling on the 
former to strengthen it; and he found that the total 
amount under anps fell little short of 2000 men. With 
these he traced back his steps to Castillon, the point oi 
general rendezvous for the whole army ; and allowing 
himself scarcely an hour to refresh, entered once more 
upon a career of daiing and victory. 

We have spoken in general terms of the appearance 
of Peterborough's little parties, sometimes on the flanks, 
sometimes in the rear of the enemy, as they retreated ; 
as well as of the effect produced by ^e bold front whi<^ 
they presented, and the gallant and reckless manner in 
which they manoeuvred. It was not, however, by sheer 
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audacity alone^ that Peterborough contrived to impress 
his adyersaries with an extravagant idea of his strength. 
The following anecdote, given by Dr. Friend, the chroni- 
cler of exploits with which he was perfectly conversant, 
will serve to illustrate, in some degree, the nature of Peter^ 
borough's tactics: — '^ He sent at once," says the doctor, 
" twenty spies forward into the country from San Ma- 
teo, knowing the route the enemy must take ; appoint- 
ing them the places from whence, and the time when, 
they should bring in to the general the pretended in. 
telligence. It were too tedious to relate all the sieveral 
pretences and directions, though my lord has them aiK 
in writing. The spies, upon the second day's march of 
the enemy, were very successful, and obliged the army 
to a march in the night. The Spaniards employed by 
my lord informed the conde de las Torres of a consider, 
able force that was upon his left, and somewhat before 
him ; which, as they told him, certainly designed to 
take some passes, which might prevent his entering upon 
the plains which lead to Valencia; and that there were 
English troops among them. This the Spanish general 
thinking impossible, the spy offered to give any two or 
three officers, he pleased to appoint, the satisfaction of 
seeing what he affirmed. Upon this, two officers in the 
country habit went along with him to a place, where, 
pretending to alight and refresh themselves, they were 
seized by ten English dragoons that were posted there 
on purpose, and had marched in the mountains all night 
with the spies. The Spaniards thus surprised and seized, 
the spy pretended the guard was drunk ; and the officers, 
seeing a couple of dragoons lying along in that condi- 
tion, slipped into the stable, and took three of the dra- 
goons' horses with their accoutrements. This was 
enough to confirm the intelligence, and to gain credit to 
the spy ; officers of this country never failing to magnify 
iheir dangers and escapes." 

In perfect agreement with this system of acting, were 
tiie operations of those flying parties which Peterborough 
kept out, in order to hinder die enemy from arriving at 
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% knowledge of the truths and so turning round upon 
his cavabry at CastiUon, ere he should have rejoined it 
from Venaroz. Day and night patrols scoured the country^ 
penetrating as far as the Spanish pickets ; while^ occa* 
sionally^ a dragoon or two would suffer themselyes to be 
led in^ as if taken in the act of maraudings by the pea- 
sants. On such occasions^ however^ both captors and 
captives were well instructed in the part which it be- 
hoyed them to play : they equally reported tHat Peter- 
bOTough's troops swarmed in all the towns along the 
road ; and that he only waited the arrival of a train of 
heavy artillery^ in order to bring things to the issue cf 
a battle. Thus were 6000 or 7000 men kept com. 
pletely at bay by a handful of unsupported cavalry ; and 
the enargies of their commander — not under any cir- 
cumstances^ perhaps^ remarkably acute — overborne and 
paralysed by a system of false intelligence. 

In the mean while^ the infantry^ of which notice has 
just been taken, hastened its march ; and, on the 30th 
of January, arrived safely at Castillon. Peterborough 
instantly called in his detachments; and being again ad- 
vertised of the distressed condition of Valencia, issued 
<»rders for a general movement to the front. It was not 
concealed, either from his followers or himself, that 
the card about to be played was a desperate one ; yet 
the former looked to their chief, as they had hitherto 
done, with the most absolute confidence ; and the latter 
seemed to account dangers and difficulties as nothing. 
They set forward, therefore, on the Ist of February^ in 
the highest possible spirits ; and were soon placed in a 
posture, equally trying to the skill of the general, and 
the patience and excellent discipline of the men. 

The dnke of Arcos had withdrawn, with the main 
body of his army, to a place called Torrente, whence 
he blocked up all the avenues to and from Valencia, 
and cut off its supplies of water. To secure his hold 
of this vay advantageous position, he had posted a 
strong corps, chiefly of cavalry, at Murviedro, — a for« 
tified town on the river of the same name which stands 
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abng the base of a hill still crowned with the ruins of 
Saguntum. Of this corps^ as well as of the armed in- 
habitants^ whose numbers fell not short of 800^ briga- 
dier-general Mahoni^ an Irish officer of great merits had 
the command. A formidable artillery crowned the works^ 
sweeping the whole of the defile by which alone troops 
could approach the ford ; while beyond the river was a 
plain^ stretching two leagues to the rear^ and of course 
quite impassable in. the face of superior cavalry. These 
circumstances no sooner became known to Peterborough's 
lieutenants^ than they began to argue against any fur&er 
advance ; but Peterborough turned a deaf ear to their 
remonstrances. What force could not attempt^ he de- 
termined to accomplish by stratagem ; and the following 
is the device which he adopted^ — whether strictly in 
agreement with the recognised laws of honourable war- 
fare^ we are not called upon to determine : — 

The left bank of the Murviedro is overlooked, about 
cannon shot from the town, by a hill or eminence which 
slopes gradually towards the stream. Somewhat further 
off, a sort of amphitheatre of mountains girdles, in the 
low ground out of which this eminence rises ; forming 
a bold and striking back ground to the prospect of him 
who gazes in a northerly or north-westerly direction 
from the ramparts. Peterborough had gained the ridges 
of these mountains^ and seemed ready to descend into 
the plain, when he suddenly halted, just where the 
heads of his columns might be seen by. the enemy's 
videttes. Yet his exact strength remained a secret. His 
next measure was to send forward an officer^ under 
shelter of a flag of truce, to invite Mahoni to a con- 
ference, — a request which seems to have been acceded to 
with at least as much of courtesy as caution ; and the 
side of the eminence nearest to the town was selected 
as the place of meeting. This accorded well with 
Peterborough's designs. He caused some hundreds of 
his men to steal by ones and twos among the works, 
till they gained the opposite side of the height ; and 
iheUf leaving directions with his second in command how 
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to dispose of the remainder^ he^ with a mod^ate retinue, 
proceeded to meet Mahoni. 

The bearer of the flag haying ahready given notice 
that lord Peterborough was desirous of preserving from 
the miseries of a war^ a country which he hoped so(m to 
conquer^ no difficulty was experienced on either side in 
opening thef confer^ce. Mahoni expressed himself per- 
fectly ready to enter into a convention for this purpose; 
upon whidi Peterborough proceeded to sound him on 
the subject of a change of masters^ offering him hig^ 
rank and large emoluments in the service of king 
Charles. But Mahoni^ though he took the proposal in 
good part^ as coming j&om a gentleman personally re- 
lated to himself*^ would not entertain the project for 
a moment Nothing remained^ therefore^ but to try 
another mode of drcumv^tion ; and to that Peter- 
borough immediately addressed himself. Assuming an 
air of extraordinary frankness^ and thanking Mahoni 
for the confidence which he had reposed in him, he di- 
rected his attention to the hills above, which, by the 
judicious movements of the troops, seemed to swarm 
with men and cannon ; and then, to use the words of 
his physician and advocate Friend, spoke as follows : 
— "The Spaniards," says he, " have used such se- 
verities at Villa Real, as will oblige me to retaliate. I 
am willing to spare a town that is under your pro- 
tection : I know you cannot pretend to defend it with 
the horse you have ; which will be so much more usefol 
in another place, if joined with the duke of Arcos, to 
obstruct my passing the plains of Valoicia. I am con- 
fident you will soon quit Mtu-?iedro, whidi I can as 
little prevent, as you can hinder me j&om taking the 
town. The inhabitants, then, must be exposed to the 
utmost miseries ; and I can no otherwise prevent it, but 
by being tied by a capitulation, which I am vnlling to 
give you, if I had the pretence of the inmiediate sur- 
render of the place this night. Some cases are so ap- 
parent that I need not dissemble: I know you diIiI 

I was connected bj the motber't tide Kdth the fiunily of ThOb 
1 which the countess of Peterborough deiiTed hm descent 
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immediatdy send to the duke of Arcos to march to the 
Carthudan convent^ and meet him there yrith the hody 
of hotse under your command." Peterhorou^ then 
ofibred to pass the whole of his artillery^ which he 
rei^resented as overwhehning, under the review of his 
open-hearted enemy ; and spoke largely of the supplies 
which he could at any moment procure from the fleet 
which hovered along the coast. 

Mahoni was much struck with the seeming candour 
and openness of his opponent^ and answered in the same 
spirit which ^>peared to animate the earl. He smiled^ 
while he frankly acknowledged that it was his main 
object to strengthen the duke of Arcos ; and that he 
considered it useless to attempt concealment of such a 
movement^ from one who admitted that he possessed no 
means to prevent it. Some further conversation passed^ 
which tended more and more to confirm Mahoni in the 
persuasion that, against a force so superior as that by 
which he was threatened^ effectual opposition was im- 
practicable. He accordingly returned to the town^ after 
promising to send a definitive answer in half an hour^ 
for which Peterborough^ with his attendants^ consented 
to wait. Within the space of time appointed^ a Spanish 
officer arrived^ fully empowered to bring the negotiation 
to a dose. 

Mahoni consented to surrender the town, on condition 
that the lives and properties of the inha^tants should 
be respected. • He insisted, however, on retaining pos- 
session of the place till one o'clock on the following 
mcnming ; previous to which hour^ it was understood 
on both side8> that not so much as a file of dragoons 
from Peterborough's army should cross the river. Peter- 
borough was at once too sagacious to mistake the object 
cf this stipulation, and too wily not to turn his know- 
ledge to account. After vainly trying with the Spaniard 
the same arts of seduction which had failed when ap- 
fiied to Mahoni^ he began craftily to excite in the mind 
of the subaltern, suspicions as to the fidelity of his 
ducf ; and he succeeded so wdl^ partly by dark insino- 
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ations^ partly by dropping hints which seemed to come 
from one acquainted with more than he deemed it 
necessary to disclose^ that the credulous officer returned 
into the town fully impressed with a firmt^nviction that 
Mahoni was a traitor. The immediate consequence was 
a species of mutiny among the troops in garrison ; and 
their total disregard of all orders issued by their generaL 
Made aware how matters stood by Mahoni himself^ 
whose misplaced confidence induced him to send another 
flag to the camp, Peterborough proceeded to improve 
the advantages he had already gained ; and to use the 
same species of machinery in doing so. The enemy's 
patrols were no sooner vidthdrawn, and the evacuation 
of the town commenced, than he sent a squadron up 
the left bank of the river, with orders to commence an 
irregular discharge of carbines, so as to excite a belief 
among the distrustful Spaniards that an attack had 
actually begun. Every thing succeeded to his vdsh. 
The Spanish officers became more and more jealous of 
their chief : they insisted upon marching immediately, 
though it wanted yet a full hour of midnight ; and they 
set out, some with their people straggling and confused, 
others singly, and leaving the men to their fate. Again 
Mahoni sent to Peterborough, conjuring him not to 
violate his engagement; and again was his candour 
made an instrument against himiself by his subtle ad- 
versary. Peterborough suggested the propriety of push- 
ing a regiment of English horse across the river, in 
order that means of support might be at hand, should 
the dissatisfaction of his own troops threaten Mahoni 
with personal danger. The suggestion was adopted ; a 
pledge being solemnly given, that not a man should 
enter the town till one o'clock : and so far Mahoni had 
no cause to complain of treachery; but of the next 
step taken, it is extremely difficult to speak in other 
terms than those of absolute condemnation. Two active 
and intelligent Irish dragoons, having been well in- 
structed, and encouraged to manage matters aright by 
promises of high reward, set off as deserters for the 
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head-quarters of the duke of Arcos. Being introduped 
into his presence, they stated, that while drinking wine 
together behind a rock, they became witnesses to a 
secret conversation between general Mahoni and lord 
Peterborough ; that they saw the former accept a bag of 
pistoles, and heard him promise in return, that the duke 
of Arcos should be inveigled into a march across the plain ; 
and that the latter spoke as if he possesi^ ample means to 
destroy the Spanish army, were it once brought into so 
exposed a situation. Arcos, who had recently assumed the 
command, and as yet knew little of the character of his 
officers, became alarmed. He questioned the spies in 
vague and hesitating terms ; upon which they hastened 
to work still further upon his fears, by declaring that 
they were ready to undergo the severest punishment, 
provided no such request came from Mahoni. They 
had scarcely said so, when Mahoni's aide-de-camp ar. 
rived with the very proposition of which Arcos had 
been forewarned. No doubt now remained upon his 
mind as to Mahoni*s treason ; but if there had been 
such, the events of the next half hour would have re- 
moved it. Fugitives from the Murviedro corps began to 
pour in. They clamoured loudly against the brigadier ; 
accused him of having betrayed the passage of the 
river ; and implored the general-in-chief to provide for 
his own safety. Arcos adopted their recommendation, 
by placing Mahoni in arrest as soon as he arrived in 
camp ; and, precipitately retreating into the interior, left 
a free passage for Peterborough as far as the gates of 
Valencia. 

We return now to Peterborough himself, who, after 
waiting till the hour of one, took possession, without 
firing a shot, of Murviedro. His next measure was to 
follow up Mahoni's corps as rapidly as the darkness 
would permit ; and as he entertained no doubt whatever 
of the perfect success of the stratagem which the spies 
had been appointed to conduct, his pace was not more 
measured than that of the force of which he was in 
pursuit. The dawn of day found him in the middle of 
' VOL. n. T 
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the great plain^ throughout which Mahoni's broken and 
disorderly squadrons were alone visible; by noon the 
low grounds were traversed, and he and his little army 
safe. He halted that night at the Carthusian convent, 
where both men and horses refreshed ; and on the fol- 
lowing morning entered Valencia in triumph. 

Brilliant as his successes were, and, if we look to the 
means at his disposal, altogether beyond the pale of 
ordinary calculation, Peterborough found that the diffi- 
culties of the enterprise on which he had embarked 
were by no means terminated by its apparent accomplish- 
ment. The duke of Arcos being recalled, the marquis 
de las Torres was sent from Madrid to resume the com- 
mand of Philip's army ; and Mahoni, restored to his 
rank, exhibited the utmost anxiety to wipe out the dis- 
grace which the passage of the Murviedro had cast 
upon his scutcheon. Fresh troops, moreover, were 
marched in all haste from the capital, where the pro- 
gress of the English arms in Valencia entirely engrossed 
public attention ; while the designs on Catsdonia, con- 
cerning which the authorities at Barcelona had said ao 
much, were for the present suspended. Peterborough^ 
whose scouts never failed him, received intelligence of 
all this ; of the approach of 4000 men to reinforce Las 
Torres's army; as well as of the embarkation, at Alicant,! 
of sixteen pieces of heavy cannon, such as would be required 
in conducting a siege. He, on the other hand, had undar 
his command something less than 4000 men of all arms, 
miserably supplied with ammunition, and almot^ totally 
destitute of artillery ; yet his confidence in himself, and 
in the resources which genius supplies, seems never for 
a moment to have forsaken him. He directed three of 
his cruisers to watch for the enemies* convoy at a 
point where, least of all, their appearance was likely to 
be apprehended; they obeyed his instructions, and 
brought in both ships and guns to the roads of Va- 
lencia. He then commanded a chosen body of 400 
horse and 800 foot to hold themselves in readiness for 
a particular service ; of the nature of which, as w^ tt 
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of the manner in which it was executed^ a few wosrds 
will suffice to give a sufficiently accurate account 

We have aUuded to a corps of 4000 men, with which 
Philip judged it expedient to reinforce i^e army of Las 
Torres in Valencia. The corps in question had ad. 
Tanced as far as Fuente de la Higuera, a yiUage about 
fifteen leagues from the position which Las Torres oc- 
cupied, when Peterborough resolved to strike a desperate 
blow for his own safety and its destruction. Sliding 
out his little band of heroes, under able and gallant 
leaders, he caused them to pass the Xucar by night ; 
then pushing, by forced marches, upon the encampment, 
where the reinforcement lay, to hazard their own ex- 
istence in the attempt to surprise it* Never were orders 
more fully or more judiciously obeyed. The river was 
crossed, without the slightest alarm having been excited, 
within less than musket-shot of .9000 Spanish cavalry ; 
the division at Fuente de la Higuera was attacked, at 
a moment when it dreamed of no enemy near ; and 600 
prisoners being taken, the remainder were either slain or 
dispersed, so effectually that they never again re-united 
during the remainder of the campaign. Nor did the 
good fortune which attended their advance, desert the 
brave assailants on their return. Again they contrived 
to cross the Xucar, without attracting any notice, and 
Regained Valencia — with what feelings a soldier alone 
can understand. 

From the date of this affair, up to the beginning of 
April, lord Peterborough was not personally engaged in 
any service of importance. Las Torres, alarmed by the 
destruction of a detachment, between which and the 
troops employed against it his whole army lay, aban-« 
doned aU thoughts of besieging Valencia ; and fell back, 
by hasty marches, upon the capital He endeavoiured, 
indeed, to make himself master of two small towns on 
the Xucar, the possession of which would have enabled 
him at any moment to resume hostilities with effect ; 
but here, as elsewhere, the acuteness and foresight of 
Peterborough prevented him. The earl was thus left at 
T 2 
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liberty to recruit his own exhausted strength, as well as 
to refresh his over-wrought followers, in a city remark- 
ably attached to him ; and as the opportunities of effecting 
both objects were of very rare occurrence, the present, it 
may well be imagined, was not neglected. 

"While thus resting from bodily toil, and enjoying 
(and no man enjoyed it more keenly) the pleasures of 
civilised life, lord Peterborough was not neglectful of 
the interests of that cause in which his heart and soul 
were embarked. Besides confirming the Valencians in 
their allegiance, and putting every strong-hold in the 
province in a state of defence, he wrote repeatedly to the 
king, urging upon his attention the necessity of more 
decided counsels, and the wisdom of more prompt and 
vigorous operations. Not for a moment was he ignorant 
of Philip's designs ; that, so early as the end of February, 
he had assembled 25,000 men for the purpose of recover- 
ing Barcelona, and securing the possession of Catalonia 
and Aragon ; yet he never ceased to treat the threatened 
movement as one which ought to excite no apprehensions 
in the minds of Charles or his adherents. While others 
advised the king to concentrate his forces in Barcelona, 
Peterborough implored him' to follow a bolder line of 
policy, by quitting that city in person, passing round to 
Portugal, and putting himself at the head of lord Gal- 
way's army. There was good reason to believe that 
the army in question mustered not less than 25,000 
men; whereas the force opposed to it, weakened by 
repeated drafts, amounted to little more than 5000. 
Were Charles to act thus, and to push rapidly upon 
Madrid, Peterborough pledged himself, with the troops 
already under arms, to maintain both Catalonia and 
Valencia; nay more, to ripen into full vigour the 
growing disaffection of Aragon, and to open out a road 
as far as Madrid itself. But Charles was not possessed 
of sufficient energy of character to perceive the advan- 
tages held out by such a line of operations. He was 
surrounded, too, by men who, envious of Peterborough's 
talents, and disgusted by the overbearing manner in 
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which he usually addressed them^ were little disposed to 
adopt any scheme^ provided only it came from him; 
and hence, a suggestion which, if judiciously followed 
up, might have decided the war in a single campaign, 
was permitted to pass unexamined, we had almost said 
unnoticed. The consequence was, that while Galway 
loitered on the frontier, Philip drew together, without 
molestation, one of the finest armies which had yet as- 
sembled in Spain ; and, bursting into Catalonia, carried 
every thing before him up to the very gates of Bar- 
celona. 

It had been the original intention of marshal Thesse, 
by whom the Gallo-Spanish army was commanded, to 
reduce Lerida, Tortosa, and Taragona, previous to the 
commencement of his operations against Barcelona. 
This design, however, he was induced to lay aside, 
partly at the entreaty of Philip, who anticipated, from 
the capture of the latter place, more advantages, perhaps, 
than could have possibly accrued from it ; partly by the 
consideration that, as yet, there was no English fleet on 
the coast capable of opposing the count de Toulouse's 
squadron. Leaving the strong-holds just named, there, 
fore, behind him, he pushed at once upon Barcelona; 
before which he appeared on the 2d of April, 1706. 
The greatest consternation was, of course, experienced, 
8s well by the court as by the inhabitants, and mes- 
senger after messenger was despatched to Peterborough, 
entreating that he would come to their relief. The earl 
stood in no need of any extraneous excitement to impel 
him in the course of his duty. Having sent off an ex- 
press to Lisbon, for the purpose of hastening the arrival 
of admiral Leake and the squadron, he mustered all the 
troops that could be spared from the garrison of Va- 
lencia, and, at the head of 2000 infantry and 600 
cavab7, took the road to Catalonia. 

Arrived within an easy march of the enemy's camp, 

Peterborough halted amid the mountains, whence he 

made frequent movements so as to harass and disturb 

the operations of the siege, without in any degree com- 

T 3 
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mitdng himsdf to the hazard of an action. Meanwhfle 
his sagacious mind ranged oyeat all the chances that 
might occur ; and concerted plans^ such as would rendor 
even success in his present undertaking hut little ad* 
yantageous to the duke of A^jou. There are three 
roads^ and three only^ passable for artillery and baggage^ 
which communicate between Barcelona and the Ehre ; 
the great barrio:^ as it were, which separates Cataloma^ 
Navarre^ and a part of Biscay^ from the rest of Spain. 
Of these^ one^ whidi passes durou^ a barren and sterile 
district^ leads along the sea shore^ from Taragona towards 
Tortosa ; another, which carries the traveller by MoH" 
tonel and Crevesa to Lerida, leads direotly through ^ 
defiles of the Montserrat range ; while a third ecmducts 
through Vails towards Maros, akmg the very edge of a 
precipice, and aloi^ a path cut out in the side of the 
rock. Upon each of these, so soon as the French army 
had engaged in the labours of the siege, Peterboroi^ 
set thousands of country people to work. Frcnn the 
first he caused every Uade of grass, every grain of com, 
and truss of fori^, to be removed ; along the second he 
tiurew up redoubts and field works, so as to command all 
the passes and defiles ; while the third he rendered im« 
practicable, by cutting huge orifices, at frequent intervals, 
in the giddy causeway. This done, he professed to care 
but little whether Barcelona held out or submitted^ 
because, in the former case, he calculated on destroying 
the enemy in the trendies ; in the latter, he made sun 
of hindering their return into the heart of Spain. 

In the mean while, marshal Thesse pursued the si^ 
of Monjuick, against which his first operations were 
directed. It surrendered, after sustaining a canmniade 
of three and twenty days' duration ; and ^e guns being 
turned upon Barcelona itself, not fewer than fifty pieces 
battered in breach. The city wall soon b^an to 
moulder under this incessant fire ; and, in the space of 
three days, an caning was presented, sufficiently wi<fe 
to authorise an assault, had such a step been judged ai. 
visable. But there were various events occurring, wIkI^ 
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induced the Fr^aoh general to hesitate about committmg 
himself in so desperate an enterprise. Though tlie gar- 
lison was numerically weak^ the presence of the king 
fmong them inspired all ranks with the utmost degree 
of resoluticm ; while Peterborough ceased not^ either by 
4ay or night, to hang like a thunder doud above the 
lines of the besiegers. It was well for the Austrian 
^ause^ ---- or^ to speak more accurately^ for the personal 
hpoour of Charles^ — that so much of irresolution pre* 
Tailed in the councils of the enemy. By delaying to 
atorm the place^ while it lay absolutely at his mercy^ 
Thesse afforded time for the conung up of those rein- 
forcements to which the king and Peterborough had 
long and apxipusly looked. 

It will be readily imagined that the hopes of all par-< 
ties were woimd up to the most intense pitch of uneaai-* 
ness ; when^ just as the breach began to fall in^ a fresh 
opportunity was furnished to the earl^ of which he failed 
not to take advantage^ for the display of chivalrous bar-* 
dihood, and prompt and daring address. 

Some time previous to the fall of Monjuick^ intimation 
had been given in camp of the sailing of the fleet from 
liisbon under admiral Leake^ as well as of the expected 
arrival of additional forces, both naval and militai^yj 
from Ireland. Peterborough received intimation from 
general Stanhope, that, though he had arrived with his 
taroops off the coast, no arguments could prevail on 
admiral Leake to approach Barcelona till he should have 
been joined by the promised squadron under Byng« 
How this message a^cted the general it is not very 
bard to conceive, harassed as he was by daily entreaties 
from the king to force an entrance, at all hazards, into 
the beleaguered city. Nevertheless, as Stanhope accom- 
panied the announcement with assurances that he would 
liot cease to urge a forward movement, and warned his chief 
pf the kind of notice which should be given so soon as 
^ arguments should prevail, hope was still kept alive, 
though not unmixed with the most lively apprehension. 
fi\ last, however, after the breach had become pracr 
T 4 
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ticable — after all men, except Peterborough himself, had 
b^;un to despair — a Spanish peasant presented a folded 
sheet of paper at one of the outposts, and desired that it 
might be immediately put into the hands of the general. 
It contained neither superscription without, nor writing 
within the fold. It was a mere envelope, enclosing another 
half sheet cut through the middle. Yet, within the short 
space of half an hour after its arrival, the little army was 
in order of march, and hastening towards the sea shore. 

Having begun the movement soon after nightfall, the 
troops gained the beach, close to the fishing town of 
Segette, as day began to break. Parties were sent out in 
every direction, with orders to seize and bring in as 
many boats, feluccas, and chasse-marees as could be 
found; and, at the end of the second day, a quan- 
tity was gathered together, sufficient, with a good deal 
of isqueezing, to contain the whole of the infantry. 
The utmost curiosity now arose as to the purposes which 
this flotilla was meant to serve; for as yet no one had 
received the slightest intimation on the subject : but it 
was not permitted long to prey upon men's minds. 
That very night Peterborough called his officers together, 
and laid before them a full detail of his plans and 
arrangements : he informed them that the fleet might 
be hourly expected, that it was of the first importance 
that he should himself get on board ere the enemy were 
made aware of its approach ; and hence that he should 
put to sea immediately, in an open boat, attended by a 
single aide-de-camp, in order to obviate all risk of 
its passing unobserved during the darkness. On their 
parts, again, so soon as the vessels hove in sight, they 
were to embark without delay in the small craft, and 
steer fearlessly for Barcelona, into -which they were to 
throw themselves. There was nothing in these in. 
structions to which his auditors offered the slightest 
objection, except, indeed, where he mentioned the ne- 
cessity under which he considered himself to lie. They 
protested against his exposure to such hazards as must 
attend a nocturnal voyage in a common fishing-boat; aifd 
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they ceased to argue the point only when they found that 
neither reasoning nor entreaties would avail. They 
returned to their quarters anxious and uneasy^ after they 
had seen him launch his crazy vessel from the heach. 

There lay at this time off the coast of Barcelona^ 
under the command of the count de Toulouse^ a fleet 
amounting in all to twenty-seven sail, of which thirteen 
took rank as ships of the line. The British force, on the 
other hand, consisted of forty sail, hesides transports, 
with, which it formed part of Peterhorough's scheme to 
surround the enemy's ships at their anchorage, and to 
destroy them where they lay. With this view it was 
that he put to sea as just descrihed, — because, his com. 
mission giving him supreme authority afloat as well as 
on shore, he trusted that his presence with the fleet 
would enable him to direct it in any operation cal- 
culated to promote the general success of the war. 
This night, however, his uneasy watch proved fruit- 
less; the squadron came not; and he returned, soon 
after daybreak, disappointed to the land : but the night 
following he was more fortunate; being received, greatly 
to the astonishment of her commander, on board of a 
fifty gun ship, on the mainmast of which his flag was im- 
mediately hoisted. In the great object of his embarkation, 
however, the confusion attendant on the transmission of 
orders during the night caused him to fail. The progress 
of the fleet could not be arrested : it was seen at early 
dawn by the enemy's look-out frigates ; and Toulouse, 
warned of the approach of an enemy, made no pause to 
ascertain his strength, but cut his cables and fled with 
the utmost precipitation. 

While these things were in progress on board the 
navies of France and England, Peterborough's in- 
fantry, warned by the passing of so many ships of 
war, hastened, according to orders, on board their 
tiny squadron. The wind being light and variable, 
the craft soon came abreast of the fleet, which they 
passed amid the cheers both of seamen and soldiers j 
and then, turning their heads towards the mole, rushed 
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into the btsin^ where the troops made good their landings 
Great indeed was the joy experienced and expressed by 
all classes of people at Barcelona ; men shouted^ women 
wept^ diildren screamed with delight ; while the enemy 
received intimation of succours poured in by a general 
discharge of cannon and small arms from the ramparts* 
As a matter of course^ all idea of reducing the place was 
on the instant abandoned ; the stores and ammunition 
were secretly destroyed ; and^ on the Ist of May^ under 
cover of a dense eclipse of the sun^ marshal Thesse sud« 
denly raised the siege. Nor was this the only advantage 
which Peterborough's admirable di^wsitions secured to 
the Austrian cause on the present occasion : after aban- 
doning upwards of fifty pieces of cannon^ under the 
idea that they would only retard his movements^ Philip 
found the roads into the interior so completely blocked 
up^ that he could not venture to attempt them ; whik 
the devastated condition of the surrounding country^ and 
the low ebb to which his own supplies were reduced^ 
rendered even a brief sojourn where he was impossiUa 
Under such circumstances^ one course of prooeediingy and 
one only^ lay open to him : he wheel^ to the right, 
took the route by Hostalrieh and Gerona^ and escaped 
across the mountains into France. 

'Wliile the king and his attendants gave loose to tlw 
most extravagant demonstrations of joy^ Peterborough, 
with characteristic activity^ was arranging his plans for 
the future^ and considering how present advantages 
might be' best turned to a permanent account. Madrid 
lay at this time perfectly exposed ; for scarce 500 men 
had been left to do the garrlscm duty ; while marshal 
•Berwick's force was known to be in full retreat before 
lord Galway, who had reduced Alcantara^ and was ad- 
vanced as far as Placentia. Once more Peterborough 
urged his favourite project, — an advance through Va- 
lencia upon the capital; and a council of war being 
mimmoned, the plan was pronounced to be judicioua. 
Arrangements were therefore made for a premier dis- 
tribution of the army, so as that Aragon »nd Castilf 
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Blight be secured by strong garrisons ; while a corps of 
6000 men, with an adequate train of artillery, was 
allotted to Peterborough for active operations. Finally, 
it was settled that, while the horse marched overland to 
Valencia, Peterborough should {noceed with the infantry 
by sea ; that the king should repair to Tortosa, there to 
abide till the road through Valencia and Cuen^a should 
be <^ned out for him ; and, that joining lord Galway, 
under the earl's escort, with every disposable man, they 
should make a grand push for the total expulsion of tfa^ 
Bourlxms from Spain. These several decisions were 
passed at a council of war held on the 18th of May, 
1706; and preparations were immediately set on foot 
for the purpose of carrying them into execution. 

Allusion has elsewhere been made to the froward and 
supercilious temper which, in idl matters of puUic bu. 
siness, threw its baneful influence over Peterborough's 
diaracter. Conscious of his own talents, and not in* 
dined to under-^rate them, he was at once impatient of 
contradictimi, and sensitively alive to neglect ; always 
devising sdiemes, alwafw tager to carry them into exe- 
cution, and ahvays striving, as it were, to hinder in otiiers 
that absdute freedom of opinion which he claimed to 
exercise as matter of right in himself. Such a man is 
not likely, under any circumstances, to be popular among 
his colleagues ; but when we lode to the description of 
persons with whom, in his present service, he was com- 
pelled to associate, we shall scarcely wonder that Peter- 
borough should have become to them an object of jea^ 
lousy and personal antipathy. Cold, reserved, haughty^ 
and obstinate, Charles could neither brook the petulant 
language in which his general too much indulged, nor 
admit the force of arguments which came before him in 
the garb rather of commands tiian of suggestions. The 
royal attendants, in like manner, looked witii undis^ 
guised abhorrence upon a man who neitiier courted tiieir 
isterest, nor afiected to value thdr opinions ; while the 
generals themselves confplained, and with some show of 
.reason, that, in the arrangement of plans of campaigns. 
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very litde care was taken either to conciliate their feell 
ings, or convince their understandings. We would not, 
while expressing ourselves thus, he understood as del 
siring to convey an impression that solid and suhstanti^ 
ground necessarily existed for all the complaints whic& 
hegan now to he heard. Prohahly there was as much 
reason for disgust on the part of the general-in-chief, as 
for the murmuring and discontent which prevailed among 
his confederates ; but, however this may be, a bitter es« 
trangement took place, the effects of which upon the 
public service were truly lamentable. Men whose ho- 
nour and interest were equally engaged in supporting 
one another with cordiality, permitted personal feeling 
to over-rule even a sense of professional duty ; and the 
common cause was forgotten amid the desire experienced 
on all hands to humble and thwart the devices of a rivaL 
It is stated, in a work entitled '^ An Account of the 
Earl of Peterborough's Conduct in Spain," which, as it 
proceeded from the pen of the earls physician, is 
of course not unfavourable to the subject of this me- 
moir, that the council of war which had arranged the 
plan of campaign was scarcely dissolved, when some of 
the most important of the conclusions at which it had 
arrived were, by the king's command, evaded. Instead 
of 6000 men of all arms, only 4000 infantry, with a 
few squadrons of horse, accompanied lord Peterborough 
to Valencia ; where, without money, and totally unaided 
by the local authorities, he was required to equip his 
little army for the field. Three whole weeks were ac- 
cordingly expended in purchasing mules and laying up 
stores ; while a corps of cavalry was formed, partly by 
the enrolment of raw levies, partly by mounting some of 
the most efficient of the companies of infantry. Peter- 
borough was not of a temper to bear even these slights 
calmly; but when, at the end of a month, he found 
the king still lingering at Barcelona, his patience entirely 
forsook him. He wrote both to the persons about the 
Spanish court, and to the ministers at home, in the most 
querulous and irritating tone; he protested against being 
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responsible for the issues of events which he had op- 
posed to the utmost of his power : and not satisfied with 
writing, began in some degree to act as if the game 
had entirely changed its character. Instead of pushing 
upon Madrid^ as he had originally proposed to do, he 
employed his troops in the reduction of certain places 
along the coast; the possession of which^ though not 
absolutely valueless, might have certainly been deferred 
without detriment to the interests of Charles. Yet let 
him not be hastily condemned for thus acting. Charles 
not only wasted a precious month at Barcelona — a space 
more than sufficient to have carried him, by way of 
Valencia, to Madrid — but, on the invitation of certain 
persons in Aragon, he suddenly adopted a totally new 
line of route towards his capital. He set off, under a 
slender escort, to Saragoza ; from which no entreaties 
on the earFs part could, during many weeks, withdraw 
him. 

It is exceedingly difficult, amid the conflicting evi- 
dence with which party spirit has overlaid the subject, 
to arrive at any satisfactory conclusion touching the 
motives which dictated this unfortunate journey into 
Aragon. The friends of Charles and of lord Galway 
contend, that the former was driven to undertake it, 
partly by the exhausted state of his treasury, and the 
failure of the English general to afford supplies, partly 
in order that he might personally escape firom the in- 
tolerable insults to which lord Peterborough was now 
in the constant habit of subjecting him. Peterborough's 
adherents, on the other hand, assert that the arrange- 
ment was dictated by the pitiful jealousv of the court, 
which could not brook the idea of being conducted 
to Madrid in triumph by an officer whom they one and 
all abhorred. Let the truth rest where it may, no doubt 
can exist that to this fatal journey may be, in a great 
measure, attributed the disasters which eventually clouded 
over the prospects of the allies. It is beyond dispute, 
moreover, that a sense of the personal wrongs endured by 
himself operated, in a degree which cannot be justified^ 
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in abating the zeal of Peterborough ; while the dekys 
incident upon such relaxation^ coupled with the gross 
incapacity of those in command elsewhere, gave ample 
time to the enemy to recover from a situation which, at 
one moment, seemed to be all but desperate. 

Finding that his arguments entirely failed of pwt 
ducing any e^ct upon the determinations of Charles, 
Peterborough, whose activity of enterprise amounted to 
positive restlessness, began to devise numerous schemes 
of conquest apart from his original design upon Madrid. 
Expeditions were fitted out against Alicant and Car- 
thagena, both of which places were reduced; though not 
till much time had been expended in attacking them, 
which might have been better employed in operations 
elsewhere. Nor are these the only errors which seem 
to be justly attributable to Peterborough at this stage of 
the war. Influenced by feelings unworthy of a man of 
genius, and quite at variance with his professions of 
patriotism, he abstained from acting in support of lord 
Oalway, ott the ground that he had not been formally 
solicited so to do ; whOe he appealed, in defence of his 
own remissness, to the terms of a council of war, whidi 
had long ceased to be an object of attention to any per- 
son affected by it. How this came about, and to what 
consequences it led, it will be necessary to give some 
account. 

While these unfortunate misunderstandings gave a 
turn to affairs in one quarter, errors scarcely less glar- 
ing in kind, and equally fatal in their consequences, 
marked the progress of the war in another. The Por- 
tuguese army, after advancing as far as the bridge of 
Almaroz, and surprising in Alcantara the rear-guard of 
Berwick's columns, suddenly stopped short ; Das Minas, 
the general, refusing to penetrate a league further into 
Spain, so long as Badajoz and Ciudad Rodrigo remained 
in possession of the enemy. This halt occurred during 
the second siege of Barcelona, on the results of which the 
fate of the war was supposed to turn ; nor could all the 
entreaties of lord Galway induce his colleague to imder- 
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take any enterprise of moment^ till intdligence of the 
irelief under Peterborough reached him. £ven then> 
however^ it availed not to press a march upon Madrid : 
Daa Minas insisted upon reducing one^ at leasts of the 
two fortresses which command the principal approaches 
into Portugal ; and as Rodrigo was supposed to offer the 
greatest facilities to a besieging army^ Galway consented 
to re-open the campaign under its walls. Rodrigo was 
attacked^ and in due time opened its gates ; after which 
the order was issued to march upon Madrid : but the 
march itself was both languidly and discreditably con« 
<lucted. Marshal Berwick, one of the ablest officers of 
his day, more especially in the conduct of a defensive 
war, kept the invaders constantly on the alert, beating 
back their patrols, and arresting their progress at every 
point where the lightest advantage of ground displayed 
itself. Meantime Las Torres, after throwing garrisons 
into Requena, Cuen9a, and other strong places, drew 
off entirely from Valencia, and took up a position amid 
the broken country which surrounds the sources of the 
Tagus. Nor was Philip neglectful of the breathing 
space which the indolence and want of cordiality am<mg 
his enemies afforded him : bursting again into Spain at 
the head of a formidable cavalry, and pursuing the road 
by Pampeluna, he made his appearance in Madrid at a 
moment when such an apparition was least of all expected; 
and bearing off his consort, as well as the civil and ecdesi. 
astical authorities, removed them all in perfect safety to 
Burgos. Then followed a series of masterly movements; 
which brought the corps of Berwick and Las Torres 
into communication ; strong rdnforcements were pushed 
from France along every route that was passable ; while 
bands of armed peasants were hastily enrolled, both in 
Andalusia and the Castiles. In a word, the critical 
moment which might have decided the war in Charles's 
favour was gone : the enemy had recovered their con- 
fidence; the passes firom Navarre were in their posses- 
sion ; the capital alone was lost ; and even that, as the 
troops of Galway and Das Minas beheld it, presented 
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no cheering or encouraging aspect. On the 26th of 
June, the Anglo-Portuguese columns took up their quar. 
ters in. Madrid ; where, amid a death-like silence, be- 
cause in streets absolutely deserted, Charles was pro- 
claimed king. 

The policy of the allies, circumstanced as they now 
were, appears so obvious and so simple, that we are at a 
loss to account for the strange infatuation under the 
influence of which it was neglected. Had Das Minas 
and Galway, with the troops under their immediate 
command, amounting at the lowest computation to 8000 
infantry and 4000 cavalry, pushed upon marshal Ber- 
wick, as yet greatly inferior in point of numbers, not all 
his skill could have averted the necessity of a retreat 
into Old Castile : the allies might have then seized the 
mountain passes which separate Old Castile from New, 
and thrown open the roads both into Aragon and Va- 
lencia ; along which it was fair to conclude that rein- 
forcements would move promptly to their aid. Again, 
the arrival of the Anglo-Portuguese forces in the vicinity 
of Madrid ought to have drawn the attention both of 
Peterborough and the king exclusively to that point, 
whither every disposable man was bound to hasten, for 
the purpose of swelling their divisions to the greatest 
possible amount. Strange to say, however, neither of 
these events befell. The Portuguese entered Madrid, as 
has just been stated, on the 26th of June; on the 27th, 
king Charles was proclaimed ; after which, as if the war 
were finished, both officers and men sat down to enjoy 
the pleasures of a large, a vicious, and then the reverse 
of a polished city. It is but fair to add, indeed, that 
detached corps were sent both to Toledo and Segovia, 
of which the alUes made themselves masters without re- 
sistance; and that the generals despatched messengers 
in all haste to the king, to urge his immediate removal 
to the capital. 

If there was one point more than another on which lord 
Peterborough piqued himself, it was on the excellence 
of the intelligence which he contrived to secure relative 
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to the movements both of friends and enemies. We 
cannot, therefore, give credence to Dr. Friend, when he 
asserts, that of ^e occupation of Madrid the earl re- 
mained ignorant daring several weeks ; more especially 
as we find him exacting a certificate from one of Galway'a 
messengers, that he was not the bearer of any com- 
munication addressed directly to himself. It is much 
more probable that certain meaner passions to which he 
was miserably the slave, — a jealousy of control altogether 
irrepressible, and an ambition, if such it may be termed, 
which forbade him to act except in the most prominent 
capadly, — blinded him to a consideration of his own 
honour not less than of his country's welfare. He had 
heardfrom various sources, that the authority which he had 
hitherto exercised would cease so soon as hLs troops came 
into contact with those of lord Galway; he had received, 
moreover, numerous hints of the complaints lodged 
against him by the king of Spain ; and hence he ex- 
perienced no desire to place at the disposal of a rival, 
power which would certainly be used for his own de- 
struction. He therefore delayed his movement till the 
period had long passed when any substantial benefit 
could be expected to arise from its accomplishment. 
Yet let justice be done : if Peterborough deserves censure 
on the score of time mis-spent, Charles lies open to 
charges still more serious; inasmuch as he not only 
abstained, himself, from following the course which be- 
came him, but proved in a great measure the cause of 
misconduct in odiers. 

While the operations against Carthagena and Alicant 
were carried on, Peterborough ceased not to importune 
the king on the subject of an immediate removal of the 
court to Valencia, and a prompt advance upon Madrid. 
To many of his letters he received no reply ; and when 
replies did come, they contained little besides excuses, 
grounded upon the want of adequate resources, and the 
impossibility of deserting the faithful inhaldtants of 
Saragoza. The same tone of correspondence continued 
on both sides after Requena had fallen, and the road lay 
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open as far as the very heart of Castile. In a letter 
bearing date July 5. 1706^ Peterborough writes — ^' Car- 
thagena has submitted^ and the garrison consists of 
500 men : Requena has capitulated ; the soldiers pri- 
soners of war — the inhabitants without terms^ to be 
disposed of at your pleasure. Your majesty will find 
the horse and foot near Alareon^ half way to Madrid, 
The Spaniards and Germans are on that side. The way 
is so free betwixt this and Madrid^ that the deserters 
pass three or four in a company : your majesty may pass 
to your capital this way as in a most profound peace, and 
with what expedition you think fit" Neither this in- 
telligence, however, nor a proposal subsequently made 
to r^air himself to Saragoza, for the purpose of ex- 
amining into the actual state of afiairs, produced the 
smallest effect on Charles's determination : he continued 
fixed in his resolution of passing throng Aragcm to 
Madrid, and positively prohilnted the earls journey to 
Saragoza. 

It will be seen that, in his communications with the 
king, Peterborough studiously avoided all allusion to the 
occupation of the capital by Das Minas. Of that events 
indeed, he affected a profound ignorance, though lord 
Galway subsequently asserted, in the house of lords, 
that one of his first acts after the proclamation of Charley 
was to communicate the fact of his arrival to lord Peter- 
borough. Neither has it be^i denied by the most de- 
voted of the earl's partisans, that so early as July 6th, aa 
officer passing by way of Valencia from ibe head-quarters 
of Das Minas's army, reported, though not officiidly, the 
capture of Madrid. Yet Peterborou^ wrote and acted 
as if Madrid were either held by the enemy, or at most 
laid open to the occupation of whatever force might first 
arrive in its vicinity ; for he persisted in holding back 
till the king should consent to adopt his views, and pasa 
under his escort to the capital. It were a long and 
tedious tale, were we to enumerate, one by one, the 
mischiefs which arose out of so much perverseness on 
both sides : enough is done when we state that, after a 



d by Google 



GHABLE8 EARL OP PBTBRBOROUOfi. ^Ql 

firiiilleBS sojourn of five weeks at Saragoza^ Charles 
bteame at length convinced of his inability to proceed 
through the heart of Aragon; that he then wrote 
to Peterboroi^h^ soliciting that protection which he 
had so often so coldly decHned; that Peterborough 
hastBied^ with 700 horse and 1500 foot^ to meet the 
king at Pastrana ; and that^ on the 6th of August, the 
royal cavalcade arrived at the head-quarters of the 
Portuguese army. That army, however, was no longer 
in possession either of Madrid or the fortresses near : a 
iad reverse had overtaken it ; and now not even the 
presence of the sovereign sufficed to restore unanimity 
among the leaders, or confidence to the men. 
• We have spoken of the inactivity which, for some days 
after their arrival in Madrid, marked the proceedings, if 
such a term may be used, of lord Galway and Das Minas. 
It seemed, indeed, as if their plans had sJl been framed on 
the assumptionof abelief that the kingwould precedethem 
in the capital; and that these failing, they were utterly 
at a loss how to use the advantages which they had un- 
expectedly gained. No magazines were formed ; nor was 
the sHghtest attempt made to raise, among the inha- 
bitants of the city or country round, fresh battalions : nay, 
even the duke of Berwick, who^ with a very inferior force, 
watched them «o near as the vicinity of Alcala, sufibred 
for a time neither interruption nor alarm. It is scarcely 
necessary to add, that of the indecision of the allies Philip 
and his generals made the best use; and that the days 
which the former wasted in indolence and foUy, were 
devoted by the latter to the bringing up of succours 
or the organisation of corps of partisans. 

On the 8th of July, information at length reached 
Madrid, that the king had removed to Saragoza for the ' 
purpose of passing from thence to the capitaL It became 
necessary, in consequence, to drive the enemy from 
Aleala, as well as to dear i^e road through Guadalaxara 
and Torrija ; and lord Galway advancing with a portion 
of the troops for this purpose, Berwick retreated before 
him. On the 11 th^ Das Minas, who had halted with 
u 2 



d by Google 



39^ . BRITIgH MILITABY GOMMANDEBS. 

the remainder in Madrid^ joined his colleague at Alcida'; 
and the possibility of crushing Berwick^ of whose re- 
sources they posise^sed very defective information^ was am- 
sidered. It is at least doubtful whether the attempt^ even 
if hazarded at once^ would have succeeded ; for Bcarwick 
was already joined by Philip^ and their combined armies 
occupied a strong position in a fork of the Henarez, near 
Jadraque ; but as no movement took place till the 1st 
of August^ a failure could alone be anticipated. Nor 
was the result different from what might have been ex;- 
pected : a brisk fire ^m the enemy's batteries satisfied 
lord Galway and Das Minas that the river could not be 
passed^ nor. the lines approached; and hence they fell 
back again to Guadalaxara^ where^ for some days^ they 
rested on their arms. By and by came intelligence that 
the king's route was changed, and that he had g<me to 
meet lord Peterborough at Pastrana. To that point, there- 
fore, was attention immediately paid, and widi sudh abso^ 
lute devotion of zeal and common sense, that the thoughts 
of the two chiefs seemed to be wholly attracted from the 
consideration of possible accidents elsewhere. Again did 
Berwick ably take advantage of the carelessness of his 
infatuated opponents: leading a strong detachment along 
the roots of the hills, he came suddenly upon Madrid, 
of which, as it was entirely drained of troops, he gained 
possession without resistance ; ■ and then pushing as ha 
as. Segovia and Toledo, he made himself master, of both 
ere the garrisons seemed to be aware that danger im- 
pended. 

Such was the melancholy state into which affairs had 
fallen, when Charles, with his scanty escort, arrived at 
Guadalaxara : he found his generals labouring under the 
combined influence of dissatisfaction with themselves and 
distrust the one of the other; while the men as little resem- 
bled the conquerors of a kingdom, as soldiers usually do 
when desponding and disheartened with reverses. The ap- 
pearance of the king, and the coming up of further jein- 
fbrcements which occurred on the day following, soon re* 
stored confidence to the soldiers ; but among the generalsy 
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fedings tlie most decidedly hostile to unity of purpose 
sfeemedto gain strength from hour to hour. Head-quarters 
presented^ indeed^ but one continued scene of altercation 
and mutual complaint. Peterborough accused Das Minas 
6f shameful ignorance of his profession : Das Minas re- 
torted^ by laying to the charge of Peterborough's dilatory 
conduct the blame of all the disasters that had occun^. 
This was followed by bitter and acrimonious disputes as 
to the assumption of command and precedence of rank. 
Lord Galway^ to do him justice^ expressed himself willing 
to serve under Peterborough till his order of recall^ which 
he had solicited^ should arrive; but the Portuguese would 
not, in like manner, yield the palm ; and Peterborough 
refused to act in a secondary capacity imder any one. 
Nor was he more fortunate in a proposition which he 
ventured to make for the distribution of the forces 
into three or four separate corps. Neither to that, nor 
io his express desire of attempting, with 5000 men, 
the recovery of Madrid, was any attention paid: in a 
word, it became evident, even to himself^, thiat a longer 
continuance with the Spanish army could hot possibly 
redound either to his own honour or the public service. 
He accordingly remembered that his original instructions 
contained a clause authorising him to proceed, whenever 
it should appear desirable, to the assistance of the duke 
of Savoy ; and, as Turin was now closely invested, he 
abruptly declared his determination of acting upon that 
order. 

• The extreme readiness with which the suggestion was 
sanctioned, could not fail to mortify a man of Peter, 
borough's extravagant vanity. "When he stated his in- 
tention in & council of war, not only was no voice raised 
against it, but the king, in order to confirm him in the 
design, laid upon him a commission to raise, at Genoa, 
a loan of 100,000/., to be secured on the hereditary 
possessions of the house of Austria. He was then 
formally invested with the command of the fleet, and in- 
structed, at the conclusion of his important services 
abroad, to employ himself in the reduction of the islands' 
V S 
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of Migorca and Minorca ; but not a hint was dropped^ 
calculated to produce a belief that his return to head* 
quarters was either expected or desired. Yet Peter- 
borough did not quit this somewhat ungrateful prince^ 
without tendering him^ as a last legacy^ a few cautions 
as to his future proceedings. In direct opposition to the 
opinions of the other generals^ he advised that no effort 
should be made to bring Berwick to a battle ; but that 
ground should be taken up and maintained throughout 
the winter^ defensively^ in the heart of Castile. As 
Peterborough was not a witness to the consequences 
arising out of the n^ect of this solemn warning; we 
need not pause to describe them in detail ; but we may 
mention, that they led not only to a second failure in 
the enemy's presence, but to a disastrous retreat into 
Valencia. 

With the avowal of his determination to quit the 
army of Spain, ends what, in strict propriety of speech, 
deserves to be termed the military biography of lord 
Peterborough. The remainder of his career is buf that 
of an £nglish nobleman; though marked with a de- 
gree of eccentricity rarely to be found in such histories, 
which it will not be necessary, in a work like the present, 
to trace with the same minute attention which we have 
bestowed on his services in the field: yet there are, 
even in his private life, if, indeed, his life can be said 
ever to have partaken of privacy, several passages which 
we are not authorised to omit ; and of these we now 
proceed to give as succinct a relation as any regard to 
perspicuity will permit. 

The council of war, which virtually dqyrived of his 
command by far the ablest officer in the service ci 
Charles, concluded its deliberations on the afternoon 
of August the 9th. On the 11th, Peterborough set out, 
under a slight escort of eighty dragoons, for Valencia. 
But he had not travelled far, when intelligence reached 
him, little calculated under any circumstances to excite a 
feeling of satisfaction. He learned that the whole of 
hia baggage had been attacked and plundered by the 
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enemy^ the guard having suffisred themselres to he sui^ 
prised at Huette near Cura^a, while following his rapid 
march to Guadalaxara. Peterborough's indignation 
became greatly roused^ when an enquiry into the cir- 
cumstances of the case led to a suspicion that the in- 
habitants of Huette had betrayed his soldiers. He 
instantly marched into the place, and would have burned 
it to the ground, had not the magistrates implored his 
clemency, and undertaken to make good his losses, 
which fell little short of 10,0.00/. Nevertheless, though 
he exacted the full value of the property stolen, he re- 
fused to apply any portion of it to his own use. Com 
and other necessaries, of which the army began already 
to be in need, were accepted in lieu of money ; and the 
whole was forwarded, in cars furnished for the purpose, 
to the royal commissaries at Chincon. 

Having effected this important service, and devoted a 
few days to relaxation and amusement*, the Httle party 
again set forward. They journeyed as far as Compilio 
without meeting with any adventure ; but in that place, 
the troopers were scarcely disencumbered of their har. 
ness, and the horses put up for the night, when the 
'* trumpet's iron tongue" called them again to the ranks. 
Intelligence had, it appeared, come in, of an atrocious 
act of cruelty recently perpetrated in a village hard by, 
where a detachment of convalescents, when proceeding 
under an English officer to join their several regiments, 
had been treacherously attacked and overpowered. Not 

• The fonowine characterictic anecdote it taken from captidn CarItoa*t 
Memoirs, one of the most amusing pieces of autobiography «xtant : — . 
<* While we stayed at Huette, there was a little incident in life which 
gave me great diversion. The earl, who had always maintained a good 
correspondence with the fair sex. hearing trcm one of the priests of the 
place, that on the alarm c^ burning the town, one of the finest ladies in 
all l^in had taken refiige in the nunnery, was desirous to speak with 
ber. The nunnery stood upon a small rising hill within the town ; and 
to obtain the view the earl had presently in his head this stratagem : He 
sends tm me, as engineer, to have my advice how to raise a proper forti. 
fication upon that hill, out of the nunnery. I waited upon his lordship 
to the place, where, declaring the intent of our coming, and giving plau. 
fiUe reasons for it, the train took, and immediacely the lady abbess and 
the fair lady came out to make intercession that his lordship would be 
pleased to lay aside that design. The divine oratory of one, ana the beau, 
tiftil charms of the other, prevailed ; so his lordship left the fortification 
to be the work of some Aiture generation.** 
u 4 
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•satisfied with distrming the meii> and handing than 
xnver to the French, the harharians put them all to death, 
by casting them, one by one, headlong into a pit, idiere, 
with a single exception, they were dashed to pieces. It 
needed but the relation of this revolting story, to carry 
Peterborough 8 squadron forward with the utmost degree 
of alacrity. They burned to take revenge ; and had 
•they reached their place of destinatim) but one hour 
sooner, the opportunity of effectually accomplishing 
that desire would have been ample. But a rumour (^ 
their des^ having by some means obtained circulation, 
, almost all the murderers found an opportunity to escape. 
One man only was convicted of taking part in the 
atrocity, whom Peterborough hanged to the knocker of 
his own door ; after which the village was consumed to 
ashes. The following anecdote, connected with tlBs 
horrible affair, we give in the words o£ an eye-witness: — 
''After this piece of military justice," says Carlton, 
" we were led up to the fatal ^t or hole, down which 
many had been cast headlong. There we found one 
poor soldier alive, who, upon his throwing in, had 
catched fast hold of some impending bushes, and saved 
himself upon a little jutty, within the concavity. On 
hearing us talk English, he cried out ; and* ropes being 
let down, in a Uttle time he was drawn up, when be 
gave us an ample detail of the whole villany. Among 
other particulars, I remember,, he told me a very narrow 
escape' he had in that obscure reciess. A poor woman, 
one of the wives of the soldiers, who was thrown down 
after him, struggled and roared so much that they 
could not, with all their force, throw her cleverly in d^ 
middle; by which means, falling near the side,. in her 
fall she idmost beat him from his place of security.'* 
. The remainder of the journey seems to have been 
performed without the occurrence of any incident de- 
serving of notice. Peterborough reached Valencia in 
safety: spent a few days there, amid the gaieties of 
bull-fights, balls, and oilier entertainments ; and then, 
under the influence of mortified feelings which he could 



d by Google 



OHABLBS BABL OF PETBRBOBGiraH. -297 

not disgoise from those around him^ took liie road to 
AHcant^ where he arrived just in time to receiTe the 
submission of the citadel^ which Mahoni had hidwrto^ 
defended with the greatest obstinacy. He founds also, 
that a new distribution had been made of the fleet*, in 
obedience to orders received from home ; and hence, that 
the attempt upon Port Mahon, which had been recom- 
mended at the council of war, must, for the present at 
least, be suspended. After placing Alicant, therefore, 
in a state of defence, and appointing garrisons at con- 
venient points for the preservation of the province, the 
earl put to sea ; — not for the purpose of carrying aid to 
Turin, of which the siege was ah*eady raised ; but to 
execute the single commission recently entrusted to him. 
•The hero of Barcelona and the conqueror of Valenda 
laid aside the character of a soldier, that he might seem, 
at least, to exercise his rare talents in the management 
of a loan. 

It is not worth while to follow, step by step, the pro- 
ceedings of our eccentric hero in his present expedition. 
Let it suffice to state, that he succeeded in obtaining, 
from the merchants of Genoa, the pecuniary supplies, 
on terms which his worst enemies have alone ventured 
to sdgmatise as unfavourable. But Peterborough's tern- 
^rament was too sanguine, and his love of intrigue 
too strong, to permit his resting satisfied with the ac- 
cranpUshment of this important object. He proceeded 
to Turin, with the ostensible view of obtaining from the 
duke of Savoy a reinforcement of dismounted dragocms ; 
but more truly that he might endeavour, through the 
•agency of that prince, to bring himsdf again as a pro- 
minent actor on the stage of public events. He was not 
wholly unsuccessful in this attempt. ■ The duke, de. 
lig^t^ with his polished manners, and charmed with 
the energy as well as talent which gave life to his con . 
veraation, lent a greedy ear to suggestions, which were 

• One half of it was ordered to the West Indies; and neither, the re. 
monstrances of Peterborough nor the entreaties of Charles availed t» 
xilaid it! departure. 
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^e more readily comidered^ inasmach as Peterborough 
took care to represent himself as acting not without tibe 
confidence of the English cabinet Of the precise nature 
of some of these^ it can scarcely be affirmed that any 
conclusive proof is on record ; diough the general im- 
pression then was, and still continues to be, that they 
had reference to the possible resignation, by Charles, oi 
the Spanish crown in favour of Victor Amadeus. 

How far this suggestion, wholly unwarranted on the 
part of Peterborough, may or may not have operated in 
weakening the mutual confidence of the allies, it is not 
our province to enquire. Probably its efkets, though trans- 
ientj proved not entirely harmless ; since we find both 
Marlborough andGodolphin complaining bitterly of them 
in their correspondence : but however this maybe, the uses 
to which he turned the confidence so singularly acquired, 
had well-nigh led to an open breach between the courts 
of Vienna and Turin. To the ministers of these two 
powers, Marlborough had, by this time, opened out his 
long-cherished project of a combined attack upon 
Toulon. The idea was well received by both; but 
when the means of realising it came to be considered, 
they discovered, as if by commcm consent, that there 
were other matters, more immediately affecting their 
Own particular interests, which ought to be attended to 
in the first place. The emperor looked to the re-esta^ 
blishment of his supremacy in Italy ; Savoy, not less 
jealous of the house of Austria than of the Bourbons, 
was anxious to secure to herself such an accession of 
strength as would enable her to hold the balance evenly 
between them: and hence they mutually gave them« 
selves up to schemes of particular conquest, in no degree 
conducive to the adv^cement of the common cause. 
The court of Turin presented, under such circumstances, 
a glorious field of exertion to a man of Peterborough*! 
disposition. He entered warmly into the designs of 
Savoy; urged the government at home, in pressing 
terms, to espouse them ; and spoke of an inroad into 
IProvence, not only as a scheme absolutely devised by 
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himself, but as a measure easy of accomplishment^ «o 
soon as Sicily and Naples should have been secured. I^ 
is scarcely necessary to add^ that conduct so injudicious 
aeryed but to increase the distaste into which he had 
already fallen; and that the government^ equally dis- 
satisfied with his services as a minister and a general^ 
lost no time in withdrawing from him its countenance. 
The letter to sur Charles Hedges^ which contains 
Peterborough's views touching the projected attack on 
Sicfly, bears date November 10. I7O6; early in the 
January following^ we find him again at Valencia, 
whither the head-quarters of the allied army were re.- 
moved. It does not appear that on this occasion he 
either exercised, or claimed a right to exercise, the 
smaUest authority over the movements of the troops. 
He assisted, indeed, in several councils which the exi. 
gencies of ^e times rendered necessary ; and, notwith- 
standing the expected arrival of lord Riyers's corps, 
argued strenuously in favour of defensive operations. 
But his warnings being disr^arded*, and his socieQr 
little courted, he withdrew altogether from an intarferenoe 
in public matters ; and returned, shortly afterwards, a prey 
to chagrin and mortification, into Italy. Nevertheless, 
the reception which met him there was not calculated to 
restore him to good humour either with himself or others. 
During his temporary absence, letters had arrived from 
£ngland, which satisfied the duke of Savoy that Peter- 
borough was no longer a nunister of queen Anne ; and 
the credentials afforded him by Charles — at best ratlier 
complimentary than official — sufficed not to replace him 
in the position which he had formerly occupied. Not 
only was his advice unsolicited, — an occurrence deeply 
distressing to his vanity, — but, when offered, it was po- 
litely declined. Turin^ became, in consequence, as (y&. 

* Whatever opinion may be entertained of the general soundness of P0. 
texborough's views, the issues of the contest bore the strongest testimony to 
tbeir wisdom in most instances. I/>rd Galway and Das Minas, preferring 
an offensive to a defensive war, marched, soon after the arrival of the 
fdnfonsements, upon Madrid. Of the defeat at Abnanaa, and the disM- 
trouf consequraoes arising out of it, every reader of history is aware. 
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tasteM 18 Valencia ; and^ aflter a few wedcs of intrigoe 
and cabal^ he departed. 

AUunon has more than once heen made to the heayy 
repoadies and complamts with which the chief actots 
on the stage of Spanish warfare loaded one anodior. 
From the commencement of the operations before Bar. 
oeloiia^ indeed^ down to the final retirement of lord Pe* 
terborodgh^ we discover^ in the correspondence of aH 
parties^ little else than a series of reciprocal diarges; 
throughout which the subject of this memoir appears^ 
like the wild Arab of the Scriptures^ " to have his hand 
raised against all men^ as all men s hands are raised 
against him." The manner in which the British go- 
vernment chose to decide this controversy^ seems neither 
to have altered his sentiments touching the incapacity 
of his colleagues^ nor impressed him with a conviction 
that to pursue it further would^ on his part, be attended 
with no advantageous consequences. From Cr^ioa and 
Turin^ during his first sojourn there^ as well as from 
Valencia on his return into Spain^ he continued to harass 
both friends and foes with a statement of personal wrongs 
and insults ; and even when formally made aware that 
the cabinet had disowned him as an agent^ he pursued 
the same course with unabated zeaL He continued to 
assert the perfect wisdom of all his own designs ; he 
spoke of ministers and generals as equally combined to 
effbct his disgrace ; and he turned a deaf ear to the 
counsels of those who advised him to seejc^ at home, re. 
paration for the injuries of which he complained. Bat 
this is not alL With a strange perversity of taate^ and 
a total absence of judgment^ he persisted in forcing his 
services on a government which declined them; and 
seeing that confidence was not reposed in him^ he b^pm 
to n^otiate and intrigue on his own responsibility^ and 
according to his own conception of things. 

Full of such notions^ and confident in his own powers^ 
to which he still looked as competent to replace him in 
die foremost rank of public men^ Peterborough took the 
road to Vienna ; where^ as his military renown had pie* 
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ceded him^ and he made no scrapie of representing 
himself as an accredited agent of the £nglish conrt^ his 
rec^tion was very flattering. A manner peculiarly fas- 
cinating (and no man's manners were more fascinating 
at will) enabled him to make the most of these advtm- 
tages ; nor did any great while elapse ere a happy op- 
portunity presented for the exercise'of that diplomatic 
talent^ of which he coveted^ in a remarkable degree, the 
reputation. He found Austria brooding over the injuries 
which she beUeved herself to have suffered at the hands 
of the king of Sweden; injuries for which it required 
all the influence of Marlborough to hinder her from 
seeking immediate redress. Peterborough hastened to 
tiim his discourse into a channel which could not fail 
to be at least agreeable. Regardless of the consequences 
that might attend the fanning of a flame^ he spoke un. 
disguisedly in favour of measures of retaliation; and 
more than insinuated that England would not refuse her 
countenance to any attempt which might be made to 
curb the ambition of the Swedish monarch. It was well 
for the common cause that MarUsorough^ made aware of 
the earl's progress northward, had in some degree fore- 
seen the game which he might be expected to play. 
Before any step was taken, of which the necessary re- 
sult must have been an immediate march of the Swedish 
army into the heart of the empire, the Austrian cabinet 
received notice that Peterborough carried no commission 
from his own government ; and hence that any reliance 
which might be placed upon his promises and assertions 
would be absolutely thrown away. There is good reason 
to believe that the fiery earl never forgave this prompt 
but necessary exercise of authority on -Marlborough's 
part, which defeated in a moment a scheme not impru- 
dently devised, but of which the sole end was the ad. 
vancement of himself in public estimation. 

A sudden change of address among the members of 
^e council of state acquainted Peterborough with the 
iownfiBll of his air-built castle. Vienna became, in con- 
sequence, as little agreeable to him as Turin had recently 
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been ; and hence^ so soon as a regard to decency would 
permit^ he took a somewhat abrupt leave of the emperor. 
His restless steps were then turned towards Alt Ran. 
vtadt^ where Charles XII. lay encamped; though whether 
from motives of curiosity merely^ or under the expect- 
ation that there^ at leasts full scc^e for the display of his 
genius would be afforded^ we take it not upon us to 
determine. Be this^ howeyer^ as it may^ his reception 
at the head-quarters of the Swedish army proved the 
reverse of gratifying: Charles would not so much as 
grant him a formal audience ; and when on one occasion 
he forced himself into the king's presence^ not all his 
efforts^ though made with his usual address^ prevailed 
upon the eccentric monarch to honour him with his 
confidence. The following account of the interview 
in question is given in an intercepted letter firom 
M. Besenval^ the French agent at Leipzig : — 

^^ My lord Peterborough departed last week to return 
to England. Some days after his arrival^ having come 
to Leipzig in a carriage to the quarters of the chancery, 
to pay his respects to the king of Sweden, they woidd 
not suffer him to enter the apartment where that prince 
had shut himself up with count Piper. He did not 
oonceal his chagrin at this disappointment; and while he 
amused himself with conversing in a parlour, he was 
informed that the king of Sweden was going out. He 
ran to present himself to that prince, but found him 
gone ; and, mounting the horse of a groom, he made so 
much diligence, that, joining him as he was going out of 
the village, he told him he was come to have the honour 
of paying his respects to him ; and that his design had 
been to follow him for that purpose to his head^quartera 
at Alt Ranstadt. ' The weakness of my horse,' he 
added, ^ obliges me to take the liberty of requesting 
your majesty not to go so fast ; a liberty^ I would not 
have taken, if I were mounted on the smallest of the 
horses \frith which your migesty's stables are filled.' The 
king laughed, and listened to him afterwards all the way 
to Alt Ranstadt, as he understood enough of French to 
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comprehend what his lordship said." The same writer 
continues^ — and we give the extract in his own words, 
because his sources of information were excellent^ — 
** M. Hermelin told me that my lord Peterborough^ not 
content with displaying his ideas in discourse^ had written 
them down^ and given them in ^e form of a memorial 
to the chancery. He added^ that they were contrary to 
diose of the £nglish and Dutch ministers^ because ^ey 
tended to engage the king of Sweden to intermeddle in 
the affairs of Europe in quality of arbitrator^ by the 
facility which he would find in it from all quarters ; the 
English being so little in a condition to support the war^ 
that they would be obliged^ the ensuing year^ to solicit 
peace^ if France could preserve the advantages she had 
gained this campaign." 

If it be difficult to devise a rational excuse for conduct 
so unwarrantably perverse^ it is still a harder task to 
acquit of duplicity the man who^ while thus striving to 
undermine the policy of Marlborou^ and his friends^ 
could write, as Peterborough did^ in the most abject 
style, to the very individual whom he aUiorred and envied. 
A letter fnmi Uie earl, bearing date Ranstadt, July 22d, 
is extant, which certainly does not place him in a 
very favourable light either as a diplomatist or a man 
of honour. Our limits will not permit us to give of that 
letter even an epitome; but we refer the reader to 
Dr. Coxe s '^ Life of the Duke of Marlborough," where 
he will find it printed at length. 

The camp at Alt Ranstadt proving not more agree- 
able than other quarters, Peterborough turned his face 
towiuds Hanover ; where, from a variety of causes, he 
seems to have obtained, beyond his most sanguine ex- 
pectations, the good-will of the court, and the respect 
and even adulation of the courtiers. He arrived at a 
moment when the dectress Sophia could neither talk nor 
think of any subject besides her intended removal to 
England. Peterborough warmly encouraged the project; . 
and possessing a happy talent for conversation, with a great 
desl of boldness and political eflBrontery, he found little 
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difficulty in persuading ^e court to honour him witii 
hs confidence^ and to look to him as an ahle and willing 
partisan. Yet his scgoum here was not protracted ; for 
we find him^ on the 15th of August^ a guest in the 
duke of Marlborough's eamp^ at that time established in 
the proximity of tibe Nivelle, with the head-quarters at 
Soignies. The manner in which Marlborough writes of 
him^ both to Godolphin and the duchess^ impresses us 
with sentiments not very favourable eidier as to his 
discretion or dignity. He seems to have had but one 
sulgect of conversation throughout the ten days in which 
he was the duke's guest — namely, himself: yet he so far 
yielded to the remonstrances of his original patron, as 
to promise an immediate submission of his case tb the 
judgment of parliament; and when he quitted the allied 
lines, it was with the professed design of returning to 
England. Nevertheless, the same haughty and irregular 
spirit which led him into constant disputes with his 
fellow sultjects, rendered him long averse to submit his 
Amagined grievances even to ^e arbitration of his sove- 
reign : nor was it till the month of November, 1709, 
that he made his appearance in London. 

For some time hsick no attention whatever had been 
paid to the querulous and petulant letters with which he 
continued to pester the queen's ministers. Indignant at 
such treatment, Peterborough not only refused to pay 
his court to the principal members of the cabinet, but kept 
aloof even from the queen herself; indeed, he abstained 
from all interference in public business, till charges 
affecting his honour as a soldier and' a subject b^an to 
be bruited about from one parliamentary circle to 
another. Then, indeed, he came boldly forward to 
answer such accusations as his enemies mi^t think fit 
to make; and as these resolved themselves into diree 
principal points, he took the utmost pains to refute 
them. It was in answer to the complaints of lord 
Galway's friends and supporters, that Dr. Friend's 
^^ Defence of his Conduct in Spain" was composed ; a 
work for which Peterborough not only sup^died the 
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materials^ but which he revised both in manuscript, 
and while passing through the press. 

When die narrative in question first saw the lights 
the tide of public opinion had begun to turn as well in 
favour of the tory or high church party, as against the 
war and its supporters. The work accordingly met 
with many readers and admirers among all classes of 
.persons out of doors ; while, in parliament itself, both 
die tale and its hero were warmly eulogised and com- 
mended. Rochester, Nottingham, and the party that 
acted with ihem, stood forward boldly in Peterborough's 
defence; and a debate began, which, like all others 
springing out of incidental circumstances, gradually 
changed its character, by deviating from its avowed 
object While he euli^sed the chivalrous gallantry of 
Peterborough, Rochester failed not to strike a blow at 
the power of his rival, by proposing that 20,000 men 
should be withdrawn from Flanders, and transported 
into Spain. Peterborough skilfully and promptly availed 
himself of this proposition, to place his own conduct and 
designs in a new and favourable light. After running 
briefly through the history of the past, in a speech 
whidi told with prodigious effect against lord Galway, 
he summed up all by declaring, that dieir " lordships 
ought to grant the queen nineteen shillings in the pound, 
ra^er than make peace on other terms than the expul- 
sion of the Bourbons ; and I," continued he, with an 
extraordinary display of modesty, *' will return, if neces- 
sary, to Spain, and serve even under lord Galway." It 
reqidred all Marlborough's tact to divert the torrent of 
public opinion into a channel not directly hostile to him- 
self; while the enquiry into Peterborough's conduct was, 
as if by mutual consent, permitted to fall to the ground. 

From this period up to the spring of 1711, Peter- 
borough resided entirdy in England. He appears to 
have taken no very prominent part in politics, though 
be certainly threw the full weight of his influence and 
character into the scale of Hariey and the tories ; yet 
his correspondence with Swift and Pope seems to indi. 

▼oil. n. X 
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cate^ that though Godc^phin and the whigs were the ob- 
jects of his most rooted abhorrence^ he reposed little 
confidence in the honour or integrity of their rivals^ 
Let it always be recorded^ likewise^ to his honour^ ^t 
the strong antipathy which he harboured towards the 
duke of Marlborough as a man and a minister^ nerer 
induced him to join in the popular cry for a speedy and, 
inglorious peace. He voted, on the contrary, against his 
friends, as often as the questiou came before parlia- 
ment, for a strenuous prosecution of the war till the 
olgect for wUeh it was undertaken should be fully 
attained ; nor does it appear, that on any occasion he 
gave his countenance to the miserable party spirit which 
led even Swift to speak of the conqueror of Bl^iheim 
as a m^diy successful generaL 

Time passed, and the increasing influence of the 
tones opened out to Peterborough prospects of honours 
more and more brilliant. The wrongs under which he 
believed that he had so long' laboured, were gradually 
admitted as sudi in the highest quarter ; and die session 
of 1 710-11 brought with it a more than adequate 
compensation for all his sufferings. The same par- 
liament which refused its thanks to Marlboron^, in- 
stituted an elaborate enquiry into the conduct of the 
war in Spain ; which it summed up by pronoundng^ 
through its official organ the lord keeper, an extraTsgant 
eulogium on the gallantry and good eonduct of the 
earl. Far be it from us to insinuate that the judgmest 
at which parliament arrived was not a correct one. 
From the tone of this memoir it will have been already 
discovered, that we regard Pet^borough as by far t^ 
ablest officer employed in the ^kanish war; yet we 
must be permitted to observe, that commendadon horn 
a body which could even indirectly censure the military 
conduct of Marlborough, need not be rated at an ex- 
travagant value. The earl was, however, gratified by 
the compliment; and became, in ' coMequenoe, more 
and more the supporter of the court party, and the 
enemy of €rodolphin and his fHends. 
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Oneef^ct of the changes which occurred about this time 
in the constitutioH of tbe<)ue«i's cabinet^ was to bring Peter- 
borough agaiH prominendy forward into public life. We 
find hitn, for example^ in 1711^ in the capacity of anu 
bassador at Turin^ and other courts of Italy^ whence he 
proceeded to Vienna, with the view of softening down 
certain differences which bad arisen between the dake of 
Savoy and ^e en^»eror. He waseminently successM here; 
so much 80^ indeed, that not even the death of Joseph, 
and the uncertainty as to a succeasiN* which ensued, 
operated to hold back VIcUh: Amadeus from taking the 
field in force. He was rewarded for his services on this 
occasion by being appointed colonel of the royal regi- 
ment of horse guards, — a dignity which was speedily 
followed by others neither less gratifyii^ nor less 
coveted. During the year 171^^ he was successively 
promoted to the rank of general of marines, and lord 
lieutenant of the county of Northampton. This was 
followed by his nomination to the government of Mi- 
norca, a post of profit but not of labour ; while, on the 
4th of August, 1713, the order of the gartei was be- 
stowed upon him. 

While thus reaping the ^fruits of royal and ministe- 
rial favour, Peterborough ceased not to maintain a con- 
stant and familiar correspondence with almost all the 
most distinguidied wits and literary men of the age. 
With Swift, Pope, Prior, Atterbury, Gay, &c. he seems 
to have lived on terms of the most friendly intercourse ; 
indeed his letters, which have been published among the 
works of these illustrious men, constitute by no means 
the least attractive portion of die several collections. 
Dr. Berkeley, Ukewise, afterwards bishop of Cloyne, the 
celebrated author of the most p^ect dialogue in the 
English language *, ought not to be omitted from among 
the list of his associates. The doctor accompanied him 
in the capacity of chaplain, in 1714, to Italy, whither 
be proceeded as minister to the court of Sardinia ; and 

* The Minute Philosopher. 
X 2 
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gpeaks in high terms of his assiduity and quickness, 
as well as of his afiahility and general kindness. 

The death of queen Anne^ which occurred soon after 
his return to England^ again threw Peterborough out of 
ike turmoil of public business. He had rendered himself 
too obnoxious to the whigs in general^ and to the duke 
of Marlborough and his party in particular^. to retain 
much influence at court under the Hanoverian dynasty ; 
yet was he neither involved in the disgrace which overt 
took Oxford and Bolingbroke^ nor treated with positive 
aversion by the new minister. He retained^ on the con- 
trary^ his commission as general of marines; and appears, 
on various occasions, to have solicited and procured for 
others trivial favours at the hands of sir Robert Wal- 
pole ; though his own opinions were not required, nor 
his own services put in requisition, in any department 
of the public service. That he felt the neglect acutely, 
and deeply resented it, various passages in his letters to 
Pope and Swift demonstrate. '^The devil will drive 
me thither," says he, on one occasion, with reference to 
his attendance in the house of lords, " and' I will call 
upon you to be sprinkled with holy water, before I enter 
the place of corruption." Again, when alluding to his 
own position, he observes, " I must give you some good 
news with relation to myself, because I know you wish 
me well. ... I am cured of some diseases in my old age, 
which tormented me very much in my youth. I was 
possessed of violent and uneasy passions, such as a 
peevish concern for truth, and a saucy love for my 
country. 'When a Christian priest preached against the 
spirit of fhe Gospel, when an English judge determined 
against Magna Charta, when a minister acted against 
common sense, I used to fret Now, sir, let what wiU 
happen, I keep myself in temper ; as I have no flattering 
hopes so I banish all useless fears." 

An active spirit, thus shut out from employment in 
the more important matters of state, sought re^ge from 
lime to time against lassitude in occupations not always 
worthy of its powers and capabilities. The illustrious 
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Peterborough became a irequenter of green-rooms^ and 
a dangler after pretty singers and celebrated actresses. 
He was restless^ likewise^ and uneasy; moving often^ 
with extraordinary rapidity, from place to place ; while 
his vanity, — the great failing in his nature, — seemed to 
gain strength, as the vigour both of body and mind de- 
cayed. We find him, for example, so late as 1732, 
proposing a subject for prize verses to the boys at 
Winchester school, and selecting for that purpose his 
own exploits during the campaign of Valencia ; while 
the ftdsome flattery which pervades the letters of almost 
all his correspondents, redounds as little to the credit 
of him who i^ad as of those who penned it. 

While he thus persisted in playing, to the last, the 
part of a gay cavalier and man of the world, his con- 
stitution gradually gave way ; and a frame, at all times 
spare, wasted as by the operations of an atrophy. He 
was tormented, likewise, by gravel and stone, — the 
effects, in some degree, of previous habits; and in the end, 
after enduring great and excruciating sufferings, he was 
compelled to undergo an operation. He never recovered; 
for, despising all the suggestions of prudence, he imder- 
took, ahnost immediately afterwards, a journey from 
Bristol to Southampton, '^like a man^" says Pope, 
^^ determined neither to live nor die like any other mor- 
tal." The consequence was, that, finding it necessary 
to seek a milder climate, and embarking with that view 
for Lisbon, he became alarmingly ill; and died at sea, on 
the 25th of October, 1735, in the seventy-eighth year 
of his age. 

The character which Walpole has given of this vola- 
tile but remarkable man appears in many respects so just, 
that we cannot refuse ourselves the gratification of trans- 
ferring a portion of it to these pages. '^ He was," says 
our author, " one of those men of careless wit and 
negligent grace, who scatter a thousand bon-mots and 
idle verses, which we painful compilers gather and hoard, 
tin the owners stare to find themselves authors. Such 
was this lord ; of an advantageous figure and enterpris- 
X 3 
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ing spirit, as gallant as Amadis and as iN^ave, but a litlie 
more expeditions in his journeys, for he is said to hare 
seen more kings and more postilions than any man in 
Europe. His enmity to the duke of Marlborough^ and 
his friendship with Pope, will preserve his name, when 
his genius, too romantie to have laid a solid foundation 
for fame ; and his politics, too disinterested for his age 
and country; shaH be equally fbrgott^. He was a 
man, as his poet said, who would neither live nor die 
like any other mortal ; yet even particularities were be- 
coming in him, as he had a natural ease that imme- 
diately adopted and saved them from the air of affectation." 
^^ He lived," continues the same writer, '* in intimacy 
and correspondence with Swift and Pope ; showing by 
his letters that he was as much formed to adorn a pdite 
age, as to raise Ihe glory of a martial one. He lived 
a romance, and was capable of making it a history." 

There are few sentiments expressed in this passage, 
to which a ready assent may not be given, even by 
such as feel disposed to carry their researches beyond 
the extreme point at which die noble writer has stop- 
ped short. Looking to Peterborough, indeed, as a 
military commander — and it is in that light that we 
are bound chiefly to regard him, — scant justice will be 
done either to his excellences or his defects, if he be 
considered only as a brave gentleman. Courage, even 
to rashness, he undoubtedly possessed ; but he pos- 
sessed a great deal more, — namely, enterprise, activity, 
wariness, and address; and if his genius cannot be 
commended on the score of comprehensiveness or so- 
briety, it was at least versatUe and brilliant in no 
ordinary degree. It is true that a question may be 
raised, whetiber, in the whole history of his active life, 
any evidence is afforded, that he ever planned, or was 
capable of planning, a campaign on a large scale ; while 
the same history distinctly proves that his was not a 
mind fit to control and r^ulate the conduct of a war 
spread over a widely extended surface. Nevertheless, 
we find enough to satisfy us that his military talents 
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were ef a hi^ order; umI that they fully entitled hmi 
t» the peculiar and chivalrous renown which even now 
attaches to his meminry. 

Though his exploits weare neither very influential in 
liieir consequences^ nw performed on an arena of the 
k»dtiest kind^ they suffice to rank him anumg the ahlest 
partisan leaders of whom any record has been preserved ; 
as a man admirtUy qualified to make the most of 
dender means^ — fertile in expedients by which to de- 
ceive an enemy^ — prompt in his decisions, — daring in 
his movemente^ — and not over scrupulous touching the 
means to be employed^ provided only the end were 
attained. Nor may the glory which attaches to the able 
leader in light warfare be esteemed either trifling in it- 
self, or easy of attainment. Such leaders may, perhaps, 
he less rarely found than the nnall but gifted class by 
whose combination the destinies of empires are decided ; 
but their paucity in the military annds of all nations, 
distinctly proves that the qualifications both of mind and 
body necessary to constitute ^e character, are not more 
infrequent than they are dazzling. 

We have spoken of lord Peterborough as a brilliant 
partisan leader, not as a commander of the loftiest order : 
it is just that we assign some reasons for this opinion, 
less apparently trivial than are implied in the forgoing 
sentences. 

He who examines with a philosophic eye the conduct 
of this singular man, will discover that almost all his 
actions, whether in war or diplomacy, sprang as much 
from impulse as from deliberation : his plans, when he 
formed any, were continually changed, at the dictation 
rather of feeling than of reason ; he was more frequently 
the puppet of caprice or wounded vanity, than the 
servant of his own matured and sober devices. We 
are not, indeed, prepared, with his personal enemies, 
to assert either that the capture of Barcelona was the 
work of another, or the mere gift of fortune, — though 
fortune always has and always must have a consid^- 
able share in the success of such projects; neither 
X 4 
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would we detract in the smallest d^ree from the merits 
of the Valencia campaign^ which belong exclusively to 
him who conducted it. Both operations were deserving, 
of all the glory which attended them ; yet it were idle 
to assert that the advantages thus won were turned to 
the full account which those under whom Peterborou^ 
acted had a right to expect If it be urged that 
the earl was not to blame for this^ because the hostility of 
the king and the jealousy of his brother generals crossed 
him in all his undertakings^ the question naturally arises^ 
Whence did these unhappy sentiments spring? and^ 
partial as we confess ourselves to be to the memory of our 
illustrious countryman^ we fear that there is but one 
answer to be given to it. An unfortunate temper^ — the 
child of boundless vanity, — rendered Peterborough no 
agreeable coadjutor in any undertaking; nor does it 
appear that he ever strove to stifle the one or to repress 
the ebullitions of the other. 

But the period in Peterborough's military career in 
which he undeniably appears to the least advantage, is 
included between the date of his second arrival at 
Valencia and his march to Guadalaxara. We do not 
question the truth of his own or Dr. Friend's assertions, 
Uiat no formal announcement of the occupation of 
Madrid was sent to him by Das Minas or lord Galway. 
As little would we seem to defend the course adopted by 
Charles, or justify his insane journey to Saragoza ; yet, 
that Peterborough perfectly well knew how matters 
stood, and fully estimated die importance of a junction 
between his own forces and those of Das Minas, cannot^ 
we presume, be disputed. Why, then, did he delay his 
movement to Madrid ? Was it a matter of the slightest 
consequence, or affecting in any degree the issues of 
the war, whether Charles took possession of his capital 
under one escort or another ? or is it probable that he^ 
who set all orders at defiance as often as his fancy led 
him, really stood in need of a formal command from the 
king ere he could venture to quit his own province? 
No man will pretend to say that he was or could be 
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guided by any such consideratioiig. It only remaiBi, 
then, to belieye that an unconquerable distaste towards 
his colleagues^ or a disinclination to act under them^ 
kept him from executing a movement^ of the importance 
of which he was aware ; and surely we need not add^ 
that he who endangers the success of a cause which he 
has once undertaken to serve^ on accoimt of any personal 
feelings or feuds whatsoever, may not with justice be 
placed among the heroes of his age. The really great 
commander maintains at all times a perfect ascendancy as 
well over himself as over others; because it is only by 
acquiring the first that he can hope to attain the last, so 
as to wield those around him to his own purposes. 

When we turn again from a consideration of the 
military character of lord Peterborough, and contemplate 
him in the light of a politician or statesman, we find a 
remarkable verification of the axiom elsewhere hazarded 
in this work, that a man's talents as a general are for 
the most part comniensurate with his abilities as a 
diplomatist. Possessing considerable powers of mind, 
which he was by no means apt to under-rate, thirsting for 
renown, and impatient under obscurity, Peterborough 
not only embraced with eagerness every legitimate op- 
portunity of distinguishing himself, but persisted in 
acting a prominent part at almost every court in Europe, 
long after authority so to do had been withdrawn from 
him by his own government. It has been seen, moreover, 
that in the course of these voluntary labours he was not 
always careful to pursue the line which the government 
for which he professed to act had adopted: nay, that 
on more than one occasion he had well nigh brought 
ruin on the league, by advocating a course of proceeding 
totally incompatible with its existence. Was this the 
work of a man smarting from a sense of personal 
wrongs, and willing to take revenge even at the expense 
of his country's honour? or did his conduct proceed 
from a deep-rooted abhorrence of Marlborough, whom, 
since he could not rival, he was willing to undermine ? 
We do not hesitate to answer both of these questicms in 



d by Google 



814 BBmSH MILITART 00MMAN9B1I8. 

the negttiye. That Peterborough writhed uDder die 
sfigfats to which he had been suli^ected, and of which he 
regarded Marlborough as the chief cause^ ample proof 
remains; but there is proof equally conclusiTe, that his 
extravagances during the interval from 1707 to 1709 
were in no way connected with these feelings. From 
first to last, Peterborough remained zealous for the war 
with France ; he could not, therefore, desire the disso- 
lution of treaties on which its continuance depended : is 
it not fair to conclude, that though some of his intrigues^ 
more especially at Turin and Vienna, had well nigh 
ended in this, no one would have more deeply lamented 
the catastrophe than he ? His ill-timed diplomacy may 
therefore be attributed to that which formed the actuating 
• principle of his whole puhlic life, — a craving appetite for 
fame, which impelled him to seek notoriety by almost 
any means, rather than not obtain it at all. The truth, 
indeed, appears to be, that the genius of this singular 
man was not competent to carry him forward as he 
wished in the race of glory, simply because, in the com- 
position of his mind, one most essential power was 
wanting : had a sober judgment been present to direct 
him in the application of his talents, he might per- 
haps have performed fewer actions of which men spoke 
then, and speak still, as remarkable; but these would 
have at once told more powerfully on the state of his own 
times, and been better known and more highly esteemed 
by posterity. Peterborough became a distinguished, but 
not a really great man, — because he desired with vain 
ardour to be accounted the greatest of his day. 

Perhaps there never lived a human being whose 
manners in private society contrasted more forcibly 
with the tone of his conversation and conduct while 
acting a part on the great stage of public life. As a 
general, as a minister, nay, even as a member of the 
house of lords, Peterborough seems to have paid litde 
heed to the feelings and prejudices of those around 
him ; overbearing, or striving to overbear, all opposition 
to his own views, and carrying his point usually by 
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violence, sddom, if ever, by perguaaion. Among the 
oircle of his friends, on the other hand, he is r^re* 
tented as having be^ miifonnly gay, gende^ sprightly, 
and well-bred. JBccentricities he doubtless had, which 
extended even to his mode of travelling; causing him 
to move from place to place with extraordinary fre. 
quency, and always as if in a hurry ; but, as has been 
well observed in the passage already quoted from lord 
Orford's " Noble Authors," *^ even particularities were 
becoming in him, as he had a natural ease that imme- 
diately adopted andsaved them from the air of affectation." 
We cannot, therefore, be surprised to find that he sue* 
ceeded in attaching to himself all persons among whom 
he chose familiarly to converse : or that, uniting to these 
elegances of manner a pleasing countenance, and a 
light though rather diminutive figure, he should have 
been a great favourite with that sex to which he pro. 
fessed especial devotion. 

Peterborough was generous, even to profusion ; and, 
as a necessary consequence, always in embarrassed cir- 
cumstances. The common people, of course, esteemed 
liim highly on this account; for there is no quality 
which more surely wins the hearts of the multitude ; 
and they did not fail, especially towards the end of 
queen Anne's reign, to draw many and invidious com. 
parisons between his conduct in money matters, and 
that of the illustrious Marlborough. That Peterborough 
felt the advantage which he so far possessed over his 
rival, and was not always careful to use it with mo- 
deration, the following anecdote will show; — It chanced, 
after Marlborough had fallen into disgrace, that a crowd, 
mistaking Peterborough's carriage for the duke's, sur- 
rounded it in a hostile manner, and began to utter yells 
of disapprobation. Peterborough looked from the win- 
dow and exclaimed, '' Grentlemen, I will prove to you 
that you are mistaken ; and that I am not the duke of 
Marlborough. In the first place, I have but five 
guineas in my pocket ; in the next, they are very much 
at your service." Sd saying, he threw the money among 
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them^ and their yells were instantly dianged to shouts 
of applause. But we haye better proof of the liberality 
of lord Peterborough than is afforded here. His refusal 
to accept compensation for the loss of his baggage in 
Spain^ the promptitude with which he was ever ready to 
expend his last shilling in the public service; these, 
with a Tariety of acts of private beneficence^ bear full 
testimony to his open-heartedness. He was a strange 
compoimd of great and little qualities ; of magnanimity 
and meanness ; of patriotism and party prejudice: form- 
ing altogether at once the most selfish and the most dis- 
interested public character of his own^ or, perhaps, of 
any other age. 

Peterborough was twice married: first, to Carey, 
daughter of sir Alexander Frazer, who died in the year 
1709^ after bringing him two sons and two daughters ; 
and next, in 1735, only a few months previous to his 
decease, to Anastasia Robinson, a celel»rated singer at 
the theatre. Of the latter union he was himself evi- 
dently ashamed; and it is more than once painfully 
alluded to by his correspondents who survived him. 
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MAJOR-GENERAL JAMES WOLFE. 

Among the many illustrious names that fill up the page 
of British military history, there is not, perhaps, one 
to which a stronger, a more romantic, or more melan- 
choly interest attaches than that of Wolfe. His pro- 
minent appearance on the stage of public life, at a 
moment when the arms of England were every where 
suflfering reverses ; the good fortune as well as gallantry 
with which he succeeded in retrieving the somewhat 
tarnished honour of his country ; his death, in the very 
prime of manhood, on a well-fought field, just as the 
shout of victory began to be raised by his followers; — all 
tbese circumstances have combined to establish for him 
a species of renown which the bravest soldier of modem 
times may envy, the most favoured alone hope to emu- 
late. Of the private history of that distinguished per- 
son, a full account will in due time be given, by one 
eminently qualified *, from various causes, to give it 
accurately. Be it our business, in the mean while, to 
lay before our readers such details of his public services 
as we have been enabled to collect from various sources 
placed liberally within our reach. 

James Wolfe, the eldest son of general Edward Wolfe, 
a meritorious officer who had served under Marlborough, 
was bom in the vicarage house f at Westerham, in 
Kent, November 6. 1726*. His education, which, as 
far as it went, seems to have been liberal, was con- 
ducted at a private school in the vicinity of his father's 
residence, which at one period stood high in public esti- 
mation, and had not yet ceased to be frequented by the 
sons of the neighbouring gentry. How far his juvenile 
habits differed from those of schoolboys in general we 
have not been able to ascertain; tradition, indeed, is 

* Robert Southey, Eiq., who is in powesuon of the whole of Wolfe*8 cor. 

T)ndence. 
General W6lfe hired the yicarage as a temporary residence. Q«iebee 
house became the seat of the fomily at a later period. 
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wholly silent on that head^ — a circumstance which goes- 
far to assure us that his peculiarities^ if he had any, were 
neither very numerous nor very broadly marked; nor, 
when we consider that he entered the army at the early 
age of fourteen, is it easy to inutgine that he could have 
£ff^red, in any remarkable degree at least, from his coa- 
temporaries. That he was a clever lad, full of ardour 
and ambition, seems to be universally admitted; but 
acuteness, ambition, and even ardour, are not so unusual 
among schoolboys as to confer a positive distinction on 
such as display them. 

We have said that James Wolfe entered the service 
of his country at the early age of fourteen ; to what re. 
giment he was first attadied, and under what circum- 
stances he joined it, we have not been so fortunate as to 
discover. We know only that, in 1740, he embarked 
with his father for Flanders, and began immediately to 
study his profession in the best of all schools, — the field 
of active warfare. In like manner, we find no trace of 
him up to the month of April, 1742, when he wrote to . 
his mother from Rome a letter which has been carefully 
preserved. But with the contents of that letter, though 
it may tend to illustrate the private workings of his 
mind, we have here very little concern, inasmuch as 
it throws no light whatever on the progress of his mili- 
tary history and fortunes. Nor, in truth, were the ease 
otherwise, would it accord with the plan of this work to 
enter much at length into the exploits and adventures of 
a subaltern, however meritorious. £nough is done when 
^ we state, in few words, that from 1742 to the peace of 
Aix-la-Chapelle in 1748, Wolfe took part in almost 
every continental operation in which the British army 
was engaged. He was present at the battle of Dettin- 
gen in 1742 ; and witnessed the ill-judged and dilatory 
movements that followed. He lingered with the allies 
behind. the Scheldt in 1743; followed Wade in his 
abortive operations in 1744; in 1745 fought under the 
duke of Cumberland at Fontenoy ; and in 1 746 with 
Ligoai^ at Liers. On each of these occasions he omitted 
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. no opportunity of seddng " the bubble reputation e'en in 
the cannon's mouth ;" and the honourable mention which 
was made of him in the despatches of the several officers 
in command^ furnishes ample proof that he did not 
seek it in vain. Finally, the battle of Laffeldt, on the Slst 
of June, 1747> enabled him to display his courage and ■ 
conduct to advantage, under the immediate eye of the 
duke of Cumberland. He received at its conclusion, as 
he richly merited, the public thanks of his genial, and 
he was immediatdy marked out by his comrades of every 
grade, as an officer of extraordinary merit and promise. 
It would have redounded little to the credit of the 
existing government, had an officer thus honoured with 
the approbation of his fellow soldiers £Euled to obtain 
the more substantial recompence of a quick promotion. 
Wolfe had no cause to complain of neglect in this par- 
ticular ; indeed we find that, at the conclusion of hos- 
tilities, though barely two and twenty years of age, he 
had attained, through his own merit rather than the 
favour of the court, to the rank of lieutenant-colonel. 
In this station, and attached to Kingsley's regiment, of 
which lord George SackviHe was the commandant, he 
proceeded, early in 17^9^ to Scotland; where, atGlasgow, 
on the 13th of Aii^ust^ after the departure of his chief, 
he succeeded to the command. Wolfe himself, contrary 
to the practice of young officers in general, seems to 
have felt the burden thus imposed upon him as an 
arduous one. '' To-morrow," says he, in a letter written 
in contemplation of the event, '* lord George SackviUe 
goes away, and I take upon me the difficult and trouUe- 
some employment of a commander. You cannot con- 
cdve how hard a thing it is to keep the passions within 
boimds when authority aitd immaturity go together ; to 
endeavour at a character that has every opposition from 
within, and that to which the very condition of the 
blood is a sufficient obstacle. Fancy you see one that must 
do justice to both good and bad, reward and punish with 
an equal unbiassed hand; one diat is to reconcile the ae- 
IKeri^ of discipline to the dictates of humanity ; me 
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that roust study the tempers and dispositions of many 
roen^ in order to make their situations easy and agree- 
able to them^ and should endeavour to oblige all widiout 
partiality; a man set up for every body to observe and 
judge of ; and, last of all, suppose me employed in dis- 
couraging vice, and recommending the reverse, at the 
turbulent age of twenty-three, when it is possible I may 
have as great a propensity that way as any of the men I 
converse with." Nevertheless, the individual who could 
write thus diffidently of his own capability for command^ 
proved fully adequate to the task assigned him. He 
not only preserved discipline without infringing on the 
dictates of humanity, and reproved vice by setting an 
example of its opposite, but introduced into his battalion 
numerous and striking improvements ; indeed, the high 
order to whiph it soon attained both at exercise and in 
quarters, gave the surest proof of ability and temper in 
its young but indefatigable commander. 

It is not worth while to follow Wolfe from one can- 
tonment to another, during the short and uneasy peace 
which preceded the war of 1755. Let it suffice to state 
that he accompanied his regiment whithersoever it went, 
— now to Glasgow, now to Inverness, now to Exeter; 
and by and by, to Winchester, Southampton, and Can- 
terbury. At each of these stations, and, indeed, wher- 
ever his duties led him, his character was uniformly 
the same. His men adored, while they profoundly re- 
spected him ; his officers esteemed his approbation, as 
much as they dreaded his displeasure; while a frank 
and open manner, with a lai^e stock of general inform- 
ation, rendered him an acceptable guest in the families 
among whom he was thrown. Nor^ivas Wolfe either 
unmindful of the prejudices of those with whom he as- 
sociated, or indiffisrent to the more quiet pleasures of 
domestic life. His letters breathe, on the contrary, 
from time to time, a spirit of gentleness and afi^tion 
over which ambition could not always triumph ; indeed, 
it may be doubted whether the success of the latter 
ought not, in part at least, to be attributed to a dis- 
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appointment of vrlddi we are scarcely called upon to 
give any account. Be this, however, as it may, we see 
no reason to doubt that the man who, at five and twenty, 
could, from the head-quarters of his regiment, write 
repeatedly of abandoning the service, because ^^he had 
a turn of mind that favoured matrimony prodigiously, 
loved children, and thought them necessary to people in 
their latter days," possessed feelings not usually mixed 
up with the sterner qualities that compose the character 
of a hero. 

While Wolfe was thus occupied by turns in dreams 
of domestic happiness, and in studying the theory of 
the profession to which he continued ardently attached, 
affidrs were gradually working out for him the very 
opening to renown, of whidi, in many of his private 
letters, he expresses himself ambitious. The treaty of 
Aix-la-Chapelle, by which a mutual restoration of con- 
quests was awarded, though it proved easy of fulfilment 
in Europe, led to no satisfactory results throughout the 
vast continent of America. There, as the most perfect 
ignorance prevailed touching the true boundaries of the 
fVench and British settlements, each party stood pre- 
pared to claim whatever its rival might have omitted to 
seize ; and disputes were, in consequence, handed down 
from generation to generation, such as all the plenipo- 
tentiaries in the world would have failed to determhie. 
As a matter of course, the cessation of hostilities on one 
side of the Atlantic produced a momentary suspension 
en the other; but it produced nothing more. Old 
grounds of local quarrel were, on the contrary, revived, 
and new, and not less important, difi^nces originated, 
almost as soon as the disputes between the two crowns 
ceased to operate; insomuch that the arms which the cdO" 
nists had affected to lay aside in obedience to orders from 
home, they resumed, within the space of a few months, 
on their own responsibility. Whence this state of things 
arose, it is necessary that some account should be given; 
and a few words will happily suffice for the purpose. 

When the war of the Spanish succession came to a 
TOL. n. Y 
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dote, in 1713^ the whole of North America^ from the 
Gulf of St Lawrence to the Mississipfpi^ was claimed 
or occupied by the subjects of the three European mon* 
archs of France, EngUnd, and Spain. France held in 
absolute possession the Canadas, including a portion of 
what is now called New Brunswick^ with the islands of 
St. John and Cape Breton at the mouth of the St. 
Lawrence. She advanced daims^ likewise, upon the 
territory soudi of the river, as far as the isthmus 
which connects Nova Scotia or Acadia with the main 
land ; and though her rival hdd possession of the dis-i 
trict, bestowing upon it the appellation of New England^ 
she persisted in asserting that it was hers by virtue of 
previous settlement. Meanwhile England, after sub- 
duing by force of arms the Swedish and Dutch emi- 
grants, spread her colonists over the central portions of 
the continent; beginnings as we have just stated, at 
Kova Scotia, and ending with South Carolina. To a 
portion of Cieorgia, also, she asserted a right ; granting 
land to her subjects, as far as the river San Mateo in 
Florida : but Spain disputed that right with considerable 
energy; nor was it determined till after various contests^ 
in which Spain was not always unsuccessful. 

While the En^iih thus contended for the occupation 
of a tract of land, profitable only as a species of outwork 
by whidi to cover other and more futile regions, the 
French, who, from ^ date of the treaty of Utrecht^ 
had turned a large share of their attention to coloidal 
affairs, were gradually maturing and bringing to per- 
fection plans much more important With the vast 
extent of territory which lies between the borders of 
Canada and the course of the Mississippi, as low as to 
the 83d degree of north latitude, the expedition, con- 
ducted in 1^60, by Joliet and Marquette, had rendered 
diem acquainted. The voyage of La Salle, though itsdf 
a failure, paved the way for the discovery of the mouths 
of the Mississippi; and in 17^2, the rude b^nninga 
were made of a colony at New Orleans. Nine years 
only dapsed^ ere that colony rose to sudi importance 
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•s to extend its rami&cations over die fertfle provinee 
of Louisianft. Detached settlements w^re next created 
along the Mississippi, and hy the banks of many of its 
tributaries ; till by and by a project began to be enter* 
tained of connecting the whole with Quebec itself. 
Posts were accordingly established here and there^ along 
the St. Lawrence upwards. These soon gave to the 
Canadians a hold upon the great lakes^ as a strong fort 
at Crown Point secured for them the command of lake 
Champlain ; while the sites of others were marked out^ 
all of them well calculated to circumscribe and griev- 
ously annoy the frontier settlements of the English. In 
a word^ the French aimed at nothing less than the 
occupation of all the lands which stretch in a semi- 
circle round the Alleghany mountains^ one horn of their 
gigantic crescent being formed by tlie embouchure of 
the Mississippi^ the other by the waters of the St. 
Lawrence where they join the Atlantic. 

The war respecting the Austrian dominions^ which 
began in 1744^ scarcely interrupted for a moment the 
prosecution of this gigantic enterprise. If we except^ 
indeed^ the capture of Cape Breton^ and the occupation 
of the disputed province of Acadia^ the French suffered 
nothing from the hostility of their neighbours in Ame- 
rica ; while the treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle^ by restoring 
to them the former of these conquests^ placed them again 
in a position as favourable as they could desire. As 
soon^ however^ as the English began to migrate to the 
westward^ the effects of schemes so long and patiendy 
worked out were developed. Constant quarrels arose 
between the settlers from the two countries^ as to their 
respective rights to land of which the poor Indians were 
the real proprietOTS. The English insisted that tlieir 
occupiUion of the coasts of one sea entitled them to all 
the country between it and the other ; the French^ on 
the contrary^ declared that every rood of land beyond 
die mmmtains was dieirs^ and theirs only. Thus were 
the seeds of fresh disputes sown^ at the very moment 
when all ground of dispute appeared to be taken away ; 
y 2 
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Dor did any great while elapse ere they hrought forth 
an ample and bloody haryest. 

In the early part of 1750, 600,000 acres of land, 
situated in the district to which the rival countries equally 
laid claim, were granted by the British parliament to 
the Ohio Company. No time was lost in sending cdo- 
nists to dear it ; hut these had scarcely shown them- 
selves, when they were attacked by a body of French 
and Indians, and forcibly driven back. A second attempt 
was made to take peaceable possession, which, like the 
preceding, failed ; indeed, the French now acted with 
extreme harshness — killing some of the adventurers, and 
making prisoners of others. It was not accordant with 
the temper of the Anglo-Americans to sit down patiently 
under such insults : they endeavoured to retaliate upon 
their neighbours, and to obtain by violence what they 
had failed to acquire by n^otiation ; but for a while 
they proved not more fortunate in war than they had 
been in diplomacy. The French hastened to secure 
themselves by erecting a redoubt on the Ohio, to which 
they gave tibe name of Fort'Du Quesne: this they 
connected with Lake Erie by means of two intermediate 
posts; and 'keeping its communications open by the Al- 
leghany River and Frenchman's Creek with Presquile, 
they retained a perfect hold upon the rear of Pennsyl. 
vania, Maryland, and Virginia. 

Things were in this state, when lieutenant-governor 
Dinwiddle, roused by the complaints of the people, de- 
termined, in 1753, to destroy at aU hazards the French 
posts along the Ohio. Washington, at that time a major 
in the colonial army, was sent across the mountains at 
the head of 600 men ; with whom, in the event of his 
remonstrances being disr^arded, he was instructed to 
reduce Fort Du Quesne. But Wi^ington was not happy 
in this his first essay as a commander : he was attacked 
at a place called Little Meadows, while marching upon 
the confluence of the Alleghany and Monongahela rivers^ 
and, after a gallant resistance, compelled to surrender. 
As a necessary consequence, die French became daily 
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more and more insolent ; the English less and less dis- 
posed to submit to their encroachments. 

It is unnecessary to speak at large of the many trifling 
affairs which occurred, from time to time^ during the 
eighteen months- succeeding this expedition. Enough 
iss done when we state, that without any notice given of 
a rupture between the mother countries, the colonists of 
Prance and England carried on a tolerably active war 
of skirmishes ; and that they were secretly assisted by 
money and troops sent over in detached ships from 
Europe. The mask was, however, at length thrown aside* 
Early in the spring of 1755, the British government 
appointed general Braddock to the chief command of 
the king's forces in America ; and, putting him at the 
head of 2000 regular troops, directed him to maintain, 
as he best might, the honour of the crown, and the 
rights of his majesty's subjects. 

With the arrival of Braddock in Virginia, which took 
place in the beginning of April, war upon a great scale, 
and with all the formalities of proclamations and mani- 
festos, may be said to have commenced. Four separate 
expeditions were immediately planned against Fort Du 
Quesne^u Niagara, Crown Point, and the posts on the 
Bay of Fundy ; more particularly against a redoubt called 
Beau Sejour, which the enemy had established on the 
neck of land that connects Nova Scotia with the con- 
tinent. With the exception of the last, they all failed 
of success : Braddock, who commanded the corps on the 
Ohio, sustained a disastrous defeat, and perished with a 
large portion of his army; Johnson, a provincial general, 
though he overthrew the enemy in the field, proved too 
weak to reduce Crown Point ; while general Shirley, who 
conducted the enterprise directed against Niagara, never 
penetrated beyond Oswego. Lieutenant-colonel Monk, 
ton alone proved equal to the charge imposed upon him, 
by compelling the enemy's garrisons in Beau Sejour, 
and the works dependent on it, to surrender. But the 
satisfaction arising out of this success was greatly over- 
balanced by the mortification which attended the failure 
y 3 
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of the other and more important operations : indeed^ the 
campaign of 1755 was felt, both at home and abroad^ 
to have cast a serious slur upon the military reputation 
of England. 

Exasperated by their reverses, the English prepared 
to. take the field next year with a still greater number 
of troops, and more vigilant and active commanders. 
Lord Loudon arrived at New York in July, 1756, 
major-general Abercrombie having preceded 1^ about 
a month ; and the reinforcements which accompanied 
them swelled the total amount oif disposable force now 
in America to not less than 1 6,000 men. These were 
distributed into two corps ; one 6000, the other 10,000 
strong; of which lord Loudon put himself at the h^ad 
of the latter, general Abercrombie of the former ; and 
they advanced, the first up the Mohawks from ^bany 
towards Oswego, the last to Fort William Henry, whence 
an attempt upon the enemy's works at Crown Point was 
meditated. Again were the English baffled in their 
projects : the marquis de Montcalm, an able and enter- 
prising officer, who had succeeded baron Dukan as 
governor of Canada, anticipated general Abercrombie in 
his designs. He passed lake Ontario early in August^ 
reducing Oswego, with its garrison of 1400 men, and 
making himself master of an extensive depot of stores 
which had been collected there with a view to the in- 
tended siege of Niagara. As the English flotilla fell at 
the same time into the enemy's hands, it was of course 
impossible to prosecute this enterprise further ; and ge- 
neral Abercrombie was, in consequence, reduced to the 
dire necessity of suspending his march and returning to 
Albany. Nor was lord Loudon more fortunate in the 
issue of his enterprise : disheartened by the bad success 
of their comrades, and at variance among themselves 
respecting questions of local and general rank, his offi- 
cers did litde to encourage a chief naturally timid ; while 
the rapid approach of vdnter imposed difficulties in his 
way, which he knew not how to surmount. The army 
never advanced beyond Fort William Henry, at the 
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head of Lake George ; where> in the middle of No* 
yember^ it broke up and retired into quarters. 

The return of the open season^ in 1757> brought with 

it new devices and iteah hopes. It was now resolved to 

abstain from aggressive operations on the side of Canada; 

to maintain along the frontier only such a force as would 

secure forts Edward and William Henry from insult; 

and to employ the remainder of the army, under convoy 

•f a powerful fleet, in the reduction of the enemy's works 

11 Cape Breton. Of that island we have ahready spoken 

ai lying at the mouth of the St. Lawrence. It was a 

p«st of the first importance, as well to the English as to 

ths French, because it commands in a gpreat measure the 

u«dgation of the river; whilst its proximity to the 

cofsts of Nova Scotia rendered it an exceedingly con- 

yeiient station, both as a rendezvous for troops, and 

a i^aoe of shdter to cruisers. Twdve r^ular haU 

tali«ns, with a body of 400 artillery, were accordingly 

ass^bled at Halifax ; to meet which lord Loudon sailed 

fron New York on the 20th of June; and on the 4th of 

Au^t, the whole force, under convoy of sixteen sail 

of tie line, prepared to put to sea. But just as the 

diffiulties of embarkation and arrangement were over- 

comi, and men's minds b^an to experience that stimulus 

whidi the anticipation of a severe but dashing service 

never fails to create, intelligence came in that a fleet of 

eiglteen sail had lately arrived from France, and that the 

• garison was strengthened to the amount of full dOOO 

legdar troops. Neither the general nor the admiral 

e^iemed it prudent to persevere, under such circum- 

stnces, in the enterprise. The army was immediately 

bpken up. A portion of it was distributed in garrison 

atHalifax, Annapolis, and Beau S^jour (now called Fort 

Cmberland); the remainder returned with lord Loudon 

toNew York ; while the fleet set out on a very useless, 

ail, as the event proved, disastrous cruise against the 

eBmy*8 squadron in Louisburg. 

.Had the misfortunes of the English ended here, they 
vuld have proved amply suiffident to excite the indig«» 
Y 4 
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nation of the more sanguine members of the communitjv 
and the regret and mortification of all. It soon appeared, 
however^ that a mere absence of success was not the 
only slnr cast upon the reputation of our country's arms, 
Montcalm^ the able and indefatigable opponent of lord 
Loudon^ no sooner became aware of his adversary's in^ 
tentions^ than he made haste to take advantage of them, 
by advancing with all his disposable force upon Fort 
William Henry, and placing it in a state of siege. It 
was gallantly defended; but yielded at last to superid: 
numbers. Montcalm took possession by capitulation oi 
the 9th of August; held it till the return of lord Loud^ 
to Albany on the 23d ; and then, after rasing the fori- 
fications to the ground, feU back unmolested to his om 
^ntier strong-holds at Crown Point and Ticonderogu 

When intelligence of these events reached London, Ir. 
Pitt, who had recently been introduced into the cabiiet, 
applied the imdivided powers of his great mind to remMly 
the evils arising out of them. He wrote to the govenors 
of the several provinces, assuring them of the most effioent 
support from home, and inviting them to call forththe 
strength of their respective districts in aid of the ecer- 
tions about to be made by the mother-country, lord 
Loudon was at the same time recalled, and the comnand 
of the troops already in America intrusted to geieral 
Abercrombie; while a new army was assembled at Pots- 
mouth, for the purpose of achieving a service of which he 
fuU importance had been felt ever since hostilities be^ 
That service was the reduction of Cape Breton ; and ujon 
it, in the capacity of brigadier under major-general AdC-^ 
herst, Wolfe had the good fortune to be employed. 

On the 19th of February, 1757, the expedition, I) 
which Wolfe was attached, sailed widi a light breeze frol 
St. Helen's. It reached Halifax early in May, where * 
was soon afterwards joined by such a portion of the tro<^ 
already in* the country as general Abercrombie had be^ 
directed to spare ; and on the 28th, general Amheit' 
a^in put to sea, with a force which amounted to somf 
^dng more than 11,000 soldiers of all arms. The fle^ 
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Bgiln, under the orders of admiral Boscawen^ consisted 
of twenty-eight ships of the line^ fifteen frigates^ with 
transports and storeships innmnerahle ; the whole of 
which came to an anchor in Gaharus Bay^ just as the 
night had closed in^ on the 2d of June. It was of course 
impossihle to attempt a landing in the dark^ ignorant 
as hoth soldiers and sailors were of the ohstades which 
might meet them. The men were therefore directed to 
lie down in their clothes^ ammunition having he^i first 
of all served out to them ; while the hoats were made 
^^e^J, against the first hlush of dawn^ to take each its 
galk^t cargo on board. But the sky^ which had fcnr 
some time looked lowering and dark^ suddenly overcast 
with doudsj and long ere midnight arrived a storm 
began : it was too violent by far to permit any idea of a 
landing to be entertained. No boat could^ indeed^ pre- 
tend to face it; nay, the ships, though in some degree 
land-locked, strained upon their anchors so heavily, that 
serious doubts were entertained as to their abiHty of 
riding; and, to the extreme mortification both of soldiars 
and seamen, the gale continued with unabated violence 
throughout the space of eight whole days. Nevertheless, 
though fiilly alive to the advantages thus afibrded to the 
enemy, neidier the naval nor military commanders were 
at all given to despond. They matured their plans as 
ihey best could, and provided against future contin- 
gencies by putting matters in such a train that no 
mistakes cotdd arise; after which they patiently awaited 
the return of calm weather, of the first symptoms of 
which they stood ready to take advantage. 

Gaharus Bay, where the British fleet now lay at an- 
dior, is an open roadstead, lying somewhat to die west- 
ward of Louisburg, the chief town or capital of the 
island of Cape Breton. The town itself stands upon a 
tongue of land, and was, at the period of which we are 
now speaking, carefully fortified; being defended towards 
the sea with heavy batteries, and on the land side by three 
fa«es of r^ular works. Its harbour, again, one of the 
most magnificent in the New World, presents an entrance 
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of not more than 850 yards in width, which is flanked 
on one side by G^Ntt Island^ on the other by Lighthouse 
Point ; these were both surmounted by redoubts, armed 
with cannon and mortars of the largest calibre ; a gar^ 
rison of 3000 regular troops, supported by 3500 seamen, 
manned the entrenchments ; while five ships of the line 
at onoe closed up the entrance into the former, and en- 
filaded with their fire the redoubts on either flank. Sudi 
were the obstacles which the commanders of the British 
forces found themselves, on the return of moderate wea« 
ther, called upon to surmount, under all the disad- 
vantages of time gained by the enemy, and consequent 
preparations made to receive them wherever they should 
appear. 

There is a creek or inlet in the bay, about four miles 
to the westward of the town, called Freshwater Cove, 
where, afber mature deliberation, it was resolved to efiect 
the descent : towards it, therefore, so soon as circum- 
stances would admit, the frigates and lighter vessels 
moved; when the former took their stations within 
half cannon-shot of the shore, with their broadsides 
turned so as to cover the debarkation. This occurred 
on the evening of the 7th, the wind stiU blowing bois. 
terously, and the surf running high ; and at daybreak, 
<m the following morning, the flrst division of troops 
entered their boats, under the command of brigadier- 
general Wolfe. They had not rowed ten yards from 
die ships, when a sudden glancing of arms among the 
sand-hills which they were approaching gave notice that 
they need not expect to gain the land wit^ut opposition. 
The enemy, it appeared, had anticipated this manoeuvre, 
and striven by every means in their power to counter-, 
work it ; they had thrown up Ineastworks, run down 
field-pieces amid the hollows, and now mustered in 
considerable force to dispute the landing. NevertheleaSy 
Wolfe pushed boldly forward, while the frigates, opening 
their fire, swept the beach, somewhat, it must be con- 
fessed, at random, with a shower of round shot Not 
a gun was dischai^ on the side of the French till tho 
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flotilla bad arrived within range of musketry^ when all 
at once a volley was thrown in, of which the effect was 
undoubtedly less fatal than might have been expected* 
Wolfe would not permit a shot to be rettimed. Trusting 
entirely to the broaidsides from the frigates, which, dashing 
the sand into the air, continued still to keep at least 
the beach open, he urged the rowers to exert their 
strength; and finally, in spite of a heavy surf, amid 
which several boats with their crews perished, he made 
good his landing, though in extreme disorder. The 
men were promptly pushed on, company by company, 
as they arrived; and a loose and desultory skirmish, as all 
such encounters must be, began. It ended in the total 
discomfiture of the French; who, abandoning their works, 
retired with the utmost precipitation within the walls of 
Louisburg. 

Though a footing on shore was thus gained, with 
comparatively little loss, the difficulties of the enterprise 
seemed only to increase; for the wind rose again with 
great violence, and the surf became, as a matter of 
course, more and more dangerous every day. Upwards 
of 100 boats, indeed, with a krge portion of their crews, 
perished while striving to surmount it ; while the 
communication with the fleet seemed throughout so 
insecure, as at one moment to threaten the worst 
consequences. Neither Amherst nor Wolfe were, how- 
ever, persons to succumb under the weight of ordinary 
trials. They persevered in their efforts, encouraged by 
perceiving that every man and officer in the expedition 
partook in their enthusiasm ; nor, in truth, where such 
feelings prevail, is it going greatly too far to affirm that 
there are no obstacles which a British army may not 
hope to overcome. In a space of time too moderate for 
ordinary calculation the troops were aU ashore. Guns, 
stores, ammunition, working tools, and provisions, fol- 
lowed with amazing rapidity ; and the business of the 
siege began ere the enemy had well learned to believe 
that the danger by which ihey had so long been threat*- 
eiied was become real. 
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Having invested the place on the land side, and opened 
hit trendies before it, general Amherst detached Wolfe^ 
at the head of the light infantry and a body of High, 
landers^ to attack the enemy's battery on Lighthouse 
Point. Wolfe executed this service with the greatest 
gallantry and sldlL Dashing upon the outposts an hour 
before dawn^ on the morning of the 13th^ he drove them 
in with sudi rapidity that the enemy scarcely had time 
to get under arms^ and were totally routed before they 
had completed their formation^ widi the loss of only a 
few men to the assailants. A like forUme attended him 
in the assault of one or two lesser works, which depended 
upon the Lighthouse redoubt for existence^ They 
were carried in succession almost at a rush, and the troops 
which ought to have held them made prisoners ; after 
which the guns were turned^ with terrible accuracy, hoik 
upon the harbour and the town. The eflfect of this fire 
was to enfilade those faces against which Amherst had 
determined to erect his batteries ; while the five men^of- 
war whidh had been moored for the defence of the basin 
with difficulty kept their stations. 

From this date the si^e was carried on with equal 
vigiyur and success. A furious sortie, which the enemy 
attempted on the 9th of July, scarcely retarded it for a 
moment ; while^ on the l6th^ an adviCntage was gained, 
of which the good efiects were immediately felt. Wolfe 
pushed forward a body of grenadiers and Highlanders^ 
who took possession of a hill in front of the main bat- 
tery of the place ; and a lodgment was effected so near 
to the crest of the glads, as to expose the embrasures 
and parapet to a deadly fire of musketry. On the 21st^ 
one of the Frendi ships took fire, and blew up, after 
igniting two of her consorts. This was followed by a 
boat attadc on the two which remained, not less brilliant 
in design than fortunate in its execution; while the fire 
tmm the breaching batteries shook the ramparts to their 
jfoundation, and the shells spread ruin and death through 
Ike streets. It would have been madness, under suek- 
drcumstances^ to think of continuing the defence. That 
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enemy surr^ideml on the 26th; the garrison hecom. 
ing priflona*8 of war^ and the islands hoth of Cape 
Breton and Prince Edward passed into possession of the 
English. 

BrilHant as his services had been in this campaign, 
and highly honourable to him as a soldier^ they must ne- 
cessarily be r^arded as the exploits of a subakem only; 
for they were executed — or to the world, at kast, ap- 
peared to be executed — in obedience to the orders and 
instructions of general Amherst. The period was, how- 
ever^ approaching, when the talents which he was be- 
fieved to possess must of necessity be put to a severe 
trial, and an ample opportunity be afforded for the gra- 
tification of that desire of distinction whidh almost all 
bis letters on military subjects evince. General Aber. 
<nrombie had not reidised men's expectations on his pe. 
culiar field of American warfare. Repulsed with heavy 
loss in an imprudent attack upon Ticonderoga, he yns 
at the earliest possible moment deprived of his command, 
which was conferred, greatly to the satisfaction of all 
classes in the country, upon m^jor-general Amherst 
Meanwhile Wolfe, having accomplished his point in the 
transatlantic drama, had returned to Europe, whi^^er 
an engagement of the most tender kind led him ; but he 
was not destined to obtain the accomplishment of his 
wishes. The country had still need of his services; 
and the peculiar call made upon him proved such as no 
man, possessed of even less than Wolfe s chivalrous sense 
ijd honour, could have evaded. 

Wolfe had not long breathed the atmo^here of his 
native country, when a communication from head- 
quarters made him aware that his majesty had selected 
bim as a fit person to conduct an enterprise of more 
than ordinilry hazard and honour. The capture of 
Louisburg, by opening the great river St. Lawrence, and 
rendering facile, and, as it were, direct, the communication 
between England and the Canadas, had suggested to 
Mr. Pitt the idea of putting an end to the transtttlantic 
war^ by the reduction of the enemy's colonial capital; 
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And the project being submitted to the consideration of 
competent authorities^ it was declared to be neither 
unwise in theory nor impracticable in operation. A plan 
of campaign was^ in consequence^ drawn out, more com- 
plicated perhaps than was absolutely necessary^ yet not^ 
upon the whole^ injudicious. It was determined to open 
the campaign of 1759 on four separate p<nnts of attack : 
that general Amherst should advance from Albany, reduce 
Ticonderoga and Crown P<nnt, penetrate through Lake 
Champlain, and gain the St. Lawrence from above ; that 
gaieral Prideaux should resume the attack on Fort Nia- 
gara, after re-establishing the post at Oswego, and se- 
curing the command of lake Ontario; that general 
Stanwix should act against the chain of posts between 
lake Erie and Fort Du Quesne; and, lastly, that an 
armament from England should penetrate up the St. 
Lawrence, so as to co-operate with Amherst's in the in- 
vestment of Quebec To the command of this armament 
Wolfe all at once found himself nominated. That he 
accepted the destination with cheerfulness, and expe. 
xienced an honest pride in so doing, it is scarcely 
necessary to state ; yet are there ample proofs in his 
correspondence, that, had he been left to <^ exercise of 
a choice perfectly unfettered, he would- have preferred, 
just at this moment, a brief trial at least of domestic 
^uiet. The fact is, that he was tenderly attached to 
Miss Lowther, afterwards duchess of Bolton, by whom 
his passion was returned ; and the sudden order to head . 
the army about to be employed against Quebec aHLoDe 
interfered to prevent their union. 

So early as the middle of February, the amnmient 
destined for this important service quitted the shores of 
England. It consisted of twenty-two ships of the line 
and twraty-one frigates, under ^e immediate orders of 
admiral Saunders; in which, as well as in a fleet of 
transports and storeships, about 7000 men of all arms 
were embarked ; and, on the 21st of April, the whole 
€ame%> off Louisburg, the point of rendezvous in case 
of disaster, and the base, if we may so speak, of fpttufe 
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c^perations. But the harbour was sdU so much blocked 
\sp by ice, that the vessels could not enter; and the 
sdmind bore up^ in consequence^ for Halifax. Here 
delays occurred^ which hindered Wolfe from commencing 
his progress up the St Lawrence till the first days of 
June were passed ; and the end of the month was at 
hand ere the ships cast anchor ofi; the Isle of Orleans. 
Of that entrepot between the threatened city and Louis- 
burg^ imme<Hate possession was taken; and^ the land 
bang fertile and in a high state of cultivation^ both 
seamen and soldiers derived great benefit from the sup- 
^es which it afibrded. 

Quebec^ the capital of the French settlements in 
America^ is situated on the northern bank of the St. 
Lawrence^ at the distance of something moije than 120 
leagues from the sea. It consists of what are called the 
ui^>er and lower towns; — the former built upon the 
sumnnt of a steep rock ; the latter on a strand at the 
base of that rock^ just where the waters of the, St 
Lawrence and St Charles meet; — and it can boast d£ a 
harbour more commodious and more secure than any 
other in the known world. This is formed partly by the 
Isle of Orleans^ which intersects the volume of waters in 
its upward flood; partly by the projecting headlands of 
Point Levi and Cape Diamond ; while the stream itself^ 
which^ during a course of S2Q miles from the Atlantic, 
measures no where less than five leagues across, narrows 
as it ai^roaehes the town, so as to present a surface of 
scarcely one mile in width. Behind the town, again, — 
that is, facing inland towards the great lakes, — lie a range 
of hills, rugged in th^ acclivities and diversified in their 
scenery : these are called the Heights of Abraham ; and 
they place the traveller who has surmounted them on a 
level with ihe loftiest ridge, across which the works of 
the upper town are drawn. 

At the period of which we are now speaking, the 
marquis de Montcalm, over whose Clergies old age threw 
no damp, occupied Quebec and the iiistricts immediately 
Cont|gu<ms, with an army of 10,000 or 12,000 men : 
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of these, 5000 were r^ular troops ; the remainder, militia 
and Indians, — not perhaps equal, for some services^ to 
their more seasoned comrades, but still far from des- 
picable, more especially in desultory warfare. Anti- 
cipating the enterprise which now began to develope 
itself, he had formed his plan of campaign with singular 
judgment and sldlL MH^e he contented himself with 
observing general Amherst, and^throwing as many im- 
pediments in the way of his advance as 3000 or 4000 
men could create, he drew together the mass of his army 
in the capital, and distributed it so as to render any 
attempt at an investment, either from the one side or the 
other, in the highest degree perilous, not to say im- 
practicable. Not satisfied with putting the dty itself in 
the best state of defence, he threw up a series of en- 
trenchments on the west ; which, extending over a space 
of eight miles, formed a long yet defensible line between 
the outworks attached to the place and the Montmorency 
River. By this means he obviated all danger of a land- 
ing below the town, except at a point beset with diffi- 
culties the most gigantic, where the invaders would find 
themselves opposed, on the ec^ of the two deep and 
rapid streams, ere they could succeed in drawing a 
parallel against the city itself. Nor, though the anti- 
cipation of risk on the other side was by many degrees 
less vivid than here, did he show himself careless in 
providing against the attempts of an enterprising ad- 
versary : Montreal was occupied in force ; while a corps 
of 2000 men, encamped about twenty miles aboveQuebec, 
between the JaquesCartier River and Point aux Trembles, 
stood ready to take in reverse any force whidi might 
effect a debarkation in that direction. Such were the 
dispositions of Montcalm; liable to some objections, 
doubtless, inasmuch as they imposed upon him the ne- 
cessity of acting on a stage too extensive for his means ; 
yet esihibiting, on the whole, marks of great judgment, 
and presenting a very formidable front to the chief who 
was now called upon to derange them. 

The arrival of the British fleet in the mouth of the 
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St. Lawrence was no sooner communicated to Mont- 
calm^ than, leaving a sufficient garrison in Quebec^ he 
marched with all his disposable force^ and took up 
a position at Beau Pointy between the St. Charles and 
the Montmorency. The latter he was content^ for a 
while^ to observe with his outposts merely^ covering 
them^ however^ with a redoubt and breastworks; but 
the debarkation of the English on He Orleans produced 
an anticipation of attack from below, and he moved 
onwards, so as to present a strong firont even there. 
Meanwhile Wolfe^ after distributing his little army into 
three brigades^ under generals Murray, Townshend, and 
Monkton, bent his whole attention to the details of the 
arduous service in which he had embarked. He saw at * 
once that obstacles of no common nature opposed him, 
and that his means of overcoming these were both 
limited and hard of application; nevertheless, he felt 
also, that to weigh the chances now vnth too scrupulous 
a hand would serve no good purpose, and he lost as 
little time as it was possible to lose in speculation. Having 
made up his mind) as most men in his circumstances 
would perhaps have done, to attempt a landing below 
the town^ he commenced operations by seizing Point 
Levi, of which we have already spoken as contributing, 
with the headlands of lie Orleans, to form the outer 
faces of the roadstead. General Monkton, who at the 
head of his brigade undertook this enterprise, accom- 
plished it without the smallest difficulty. He drove a 
body of the enemy from the position; threw up a battery 
of cannon and mortars dose to the river ; repelled an 
attempt made a few nights afterwards to surprise him ; 
and opened such a fire, both upon the upper and lower 
town, as produced considerable effisct among the in- 
habitants. This done, and a portion of the lie Orleans 
kbeing fortified as an hospital for the sick and wounded, 
pmd a depot where the stores might be lodged in safety^ 
Wdfe crossed the channel in the night of the 9th of 
July, and gaining the left bank of the St. Lawrence 
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without molestation, took up his ground in* presence of 
the enemy. 

^ The river which now divided the French fiom the 
English armies runs with a swift and headlong current, 
sometimes through deep ravines, sometimes along the 
hottom of valleys, and occasionally, as it approaches the 
St. Lawrence, over two or three ledges of condderahle 
altitude. Its hanks are on both sides hilly, though to 
the eastward more so than on the west; at least there 
are points here and there in the former direction which 
considerably overtop the most lofty of the ridges that 
crown the western channel. Though uniformly deep, 
moreover, above the falls, except where a ford about 
' three miles up the country occurs, it is passable below, 
both fox men and horses, as often as the tide reaches but 
to half ebb ; whilst its maigin chances to be bare and 
level exactly where, in a military point of view, ravines 
and underwood would prove most peculiarly desirable. 
It was here, with his left resting upon die St. Lawrence, 
and his right secured by a bold hill, that Wolfe esta. 
blished his little army ; while the 'boats continued day 
and night busily to convey to the shor^ sudi artillery and 
stores as the projected operations seemed to require. 

The landing took place, as we have already stated, 
during the night of July the 9th. On the following 
morning working parties were sent out for the purpose <^ 
felling trees, with which the men might hut tnemsdves. 
They were furiously attacked by a body oi Indians, who 
drove them in with loss : nor was their retreat effectually 
covered by the piquets, who turned out to suf^KHt them, 
till after a long and doubtful skirmish. A like event bdfell 
a few days afterwards, when a reoonnmssance was puriied 
up the course of ^e stream ; and attempts were made to 
establish a post upon the ford, of which we have spoken 
in the preceding paragraph. Twice the savages re- 
turned to attack the party thus employed; and, 
though dispersed, at last they succeeded in carrying off 
several prisoners, on whom they inflicted, according to 
custom, the most horrid barbarities. Nor was it at the 
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hands of the red men alone that the stragglers from the 
British lines suflfered the most revolting treatment The 
Canadians, scarcely more dvilised than the Indians 
whom they had supplanted, made war not only with 
Ihe musket and the sword^ bat with the scalping knife : 
indeed^ it was only by laying a village or two in ashes, 
and inflicting smnmary justice on the most guilty of 
their inhabitants^ Ihat Wolfe succeeded in putting a 
stop to atrocities against which he had remonstrated in 
'vain. 

Though fortune had now so fax favoured him^ and 
his troops were all ashore^ and though the possession of 
De Orleans and the headland at Point Levi laid open 
to him the navigation of the river^ Wolfe socm dis- 
covered that the real difficulties of his enterprise were 
hut b^inning. The larger vessels^ by reason of their 
draughty could not approach the enemy's works^ so as 
to mdest them in any serious degree ; and against an 
advance by land were opposed two deep rivers^ a suc- 
cession of fortified positions^ and a country in itself 
singularly defensible. Even the first movement to the 
front could not be made without incurring immi- 
nent hazard of destruction : and as to penetrating be- 
yond ^e fine of the Montmorency^ all the reports of 
his spies united in assuring him that the thing was im- 
practicable. Neither impUdtly crediting nor absolutely 
disbelieving these rumours^ Wolfe so far acted upon 
^em^ as to turn his thou^ts seriously to the consider- 
ation of a new plan of campaign. He embarked on 
board of a sloc^ of war, and ctfising a petty squadron 
€)i transports, filled with troops, to follow, shot, on the 
18th of Jnly, beyond the town ; only to discover that, 
above not less than below, the enemy were every where 
OB the alerts He beheld a high and precipitous hank 
on his right hand, guarded at ev^ accesnble spot, fur- 
nished with cannon and mortars, and occupied by bocUea 
cf troops, in the face of whom any attempt at disem* 
barkation must prove as desperate as would be the con- 
ation of the fleet, exposed at anchor to the fire of the 
z 2 
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artillery. The idea of shifting his ground^ which he 
had hoped to realise, was theref(»re for the present aban- 
doned ; and he returned, full of vexation and anxiety, to 
his people on the left margin of the Montmorency. 

Had Wolfe's genius been cast in a more common 
mould, — had he been less chivalrous, or less enter* 
prising than he was, he would have abandoned, under 
auch circumstances, all thoughts of a perseverance in 
active hostilities. Fair and legitimate grounds, more, 
over, were not wanting on which to justify, both to 
himself and others, this line of conduct. He was told, 
before he quitted England, that his was only a snbsi- 
diary expedition ; that to general Amherst's corps the 
government mainly looked for exploits affecting the 
issues of the war ; and that, though he was expected 
to dear the way to the undertaking, by gaining a hold 
on the country round, the reduction of Quebec itself 
was looked for as the result of a junction between him- 
self and the commander-in-chief. If, therefore, he had 
given up as impracticable the idea of an advance for 
the present, and contented himself with holding his 
ground till Amherst should arrive, no offence against 
either the letter or spirit of his instructions could have 
been laid to his charge. But Wolfe's genius was not 
cast in a common mould. He knew that the eyes of the 
world were upon him : he remembered the lofty expect, 
ations which his conduct as a subordinate had taught his 
comrades and superiors to form of his military talents ; 
and he determined either to verify their expectations, by 
surmounting the difficulties by which he was beset, or 
to p^ish in the attempt. It was a resolution worthy of 
one oi Phitardi's heroes ; and it received in due time 
its noerited accomplishment 

In order to distract the enemy's attention by 
alarming them in their rear, colonel Carleton, an active 
and intelligent officer, was commanded to proceed up the 
St. Lawrence, in a light squadron, which had a body of 
chosen infantry on board. With these he received in- 
structions to attempt a landing somewhere in the vid- 
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jjltj of Point de Tremble^ where the general had been 
given to understand that copious maga^nes were formed^ 
and where^ as a large number of the inhabitants had 
taken refuge from the dangers which threatened Quebec^ 
it was probable that important papers might be found. 
Carleton executed his instructions with equal alacrity 
and good fortune. 'Though opposed by a body of 
Indians and militiamen^ he gained the beach^ scram- 
bled up the steep face of the cliffs, and made himself 
master of the position ; but finding neither magazines 
nor papers, retired again to his ships, carrying with him 
a few prisoners, and all his wounded. The same^^^r^nlT 
ing he rgoined Wolfe at the position on ^Mont] 
rency ; and lent his aid in maturing a JlaB^li^h the 
general had for some days past carefully considered. 

On the extreme right of the enemy's position, that 
is to say, dose to the junction of the rivers, stood a 
redoubt, considerably detached from the rest of their 
works, yet so placed as to afford an admirable point of 
reconnoissance. Wolfe determined, if possible, to make 
himself master of it; partly with the hope that the 
enemy, in their eagerness to save it, would bring on a 
general action ; partly with the design, in case this an- 
ticipation shoidd fail, of turning it to the best account 
which circumstances would allow. With this view, he 
prevailed upon the admiral to arm a transport of shallow 
burden; which, when the fitting moment came, might be 
run close in shore, and keep ^e batteries sUent by her 
superior weight of fire. A small frigate was directed to 
take her station at the same time in mid-channel ; so as 
to command a battery which Montcalm had thrown up 
for the defence of the ford already alluded to, under the 
falls of the Montmorency ; while the grenadiers of the 
whole army, with the greater portion of general ]^onk- 
ion's brigade, were told off for a descent from the 
fleet's boats, in rear of the post threatened. These 
several dispositions were to be made just before the 
ebb tide should fall so low as to enable the brigades of 
Murray and Townshend to traverse the stream ; and the 
z S 
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attack was to take place in the afternoM of the 31st, 
both the land and water cdomns moving on at the same 
moment. 

We are not informed as to the knowledge obtained 
by Montcalm touching the danger with which he was 
threatened ; neither does it aj^pear that be took any ex- 
traordinary precautions to provide against it* The flo- 
tilla of boats^ on the contrary^ assembled without exciting 
the smallest seeming alarm^ at an early hour in the day 
named for the attack ; and the grenadkrs^ with Towns- 
bend's brigade^ arranged themselves on board with per. 
feet coolness and precision. Meanwhile the frigate and 
transport^ in the latter of which Wolfe took his passage^ 
weighed andior; and drifting with the stream^ the one 
opposite to the ford^ the other abreast of the battery, 
immediately opened their fire. While this was going 
on^ the general reconnoitred more accurately than he 
had hitho^ been enabled to do^ both the strength and 
the local position of the point of attack. He saw that 
the redoubt, though easy of conquest, could not be main- 
tained without loss, inasmuch as the fire fr<»n the ships 
afibrded to it no protection ; and he became aware also, 
that its reduction, unless followed up by some more de- 
cisive eonquest, could scarcely better his condition in 
any material degree. Nevertheless, observing, or fancy-* 
ing that he observed, some confusion among ^ enemy's 
eolunms, and aware that nothing was to be gaii^ on 
his part by delay, he gave the signal to advance so soon 
as the enlarging mud-banks along the shore gave evi- 
dence that Ihe *waters had subsided to a. conveni^it ' 
d^ee of shallowness. In a moment the flotilla, which 
had long wavered in anticipation, pushed forward ; while 
the regiments under Murray and Townshend, forming 
in columns of grand divisions, stood with muskekA 
shouldered, and in profound silence, waiting fbr ^ 
order to push on. 

The enemy, who had slackened their fire during the 
last half hour, no sooner got the boats iriihin nmgi^ 
tiian they opened upon them with increased fury, and 



d by Google 



MAJOB'QESISBLAh JAMES WOLFE. 343 

BBfOke effect: a few^ though only a ttw, were sunk; while 
liie remainder pressed forward^ the sailors encouraging 
one another at the oar^ and the soldiers shouting from 
time to time^ as it w^e in defiance of the fate which 
threatened them. Already were they within 200 yards 
of the beaeh^ when a ledge of rocks> which hy some 
imaccoUntalde oversi^t had not previously heen noticed^ 
presented itself all at once to impede their farther pro., 
gress. Wolfe threw himself immediately into a man- 
of-war's cutter> and^ followed by a flat-bottomed boaty 
rowed along this ledge^ under a murderous shower of 
grape^ tiH he descried a channel through which they 
mi^t pass. They followed their daring leader in ex- 
cdlent order ; and stiU in s(nne d^ee covered by the 
broadsides of the frigate and tranq>ort^ each^ as it gained 
the strand^ disembarked its gallant cArgo. 

Energetic as the proceedings of the general had been^ 
and ably seconded as they were both by seamen and 
8<^ers^ a good deal of time was lost^ and some con-^ 
fusion occasioned^ by the interrupti(m which the ledge 
of rocks presented. The men^ moreover^ became exas* 
perated; by witnessing the loss of many of their com- 
rades ; while an over^anxiety to dose with the assailants 
produced its cust^nary effects^— a reckless^ daring, but 
i&xegulated valour. The groiadierB^ iu' particular^ no 
looner touched the soil^ than, setting all the commands , 
and entreaties of the officers at defiance, they rushed 
toward, but in total disorder, upon the redoubt ; 
and they were, as m^t be expected, cut down by 
hundreds, without producing the smidlest impression, 
Wolfe beheld th^ error, without poasessii^ any power to 
rectify^ though he made haste in some degiee to alle-^ 
tiate it He formed Monfcton's Inrigade on the beadb, as 
boat load after boat load arrived, andgavte the preconcerted 
ai^sl for Murray and Townshend to advance ; which 
was obeyed with great promptitude, and m<»e than the 
d^;rte of steadiness which usually attends a rapid march 
Of er a narrow ford. Neverthdess the dedsive moment 
Wialottt; the enemy evacuated the redoubt, it is traOj 
z 4 
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and fell back upon thdr lines, where they stood ready 
to receive the charge of the English so soon as it should 
be given; while, by an incessant and murderous shower 
of cannon and musket balls, they hindered the broken 
grenadiers from attaining to any form or consistency. 
Wolfe was eventually compelled to order the retreat of 
this corps, which at last attained to something like con- 
sistency in rear of Monkton's brigade. 

Night was now fast closing in, with symptoms of a 
coming storm; and the tide, which had some time turned, ' 
threatened to cut off all communication between the army 
and the other side of the Montmorency. Had it been 
worth the general's while to persevere in his original 
plan, the latter circumstance would have in no d^ree 
affected him ; because his force was well together, and 
there was litde probability of their standing in need of 
any thing which they possessed not already, during the 
interval which must elapse between the flow and the 
ebb of the waters. Wolfe, however, had seen enough 
to convince him, that the scheme of forcing his adver- 
sary upon the St. Charles, even if accompUshed, would 
tend in no degree to facilitate the conquest of Quebec ;• 
for Montcalm's present position was one of prodigious 
strength. He occupied an entrenched camp on the sum. 
mit of a steep hilly intersected here and there by ravines 
and gullies of portentous depth ; while his retreat was 
at once secure and easy whenever he should judge it 
expedient to evacuate one line for another still more 
formidable. Under these circumstances, Wolfe resolved 
to abandon his undertaking. Murray and Townshend 
were directed to recross the river, while the remainder 
of the grenadiers, and Monkton's corps, returned to the 
boats, and made the best of their way, with diminished 
numbers, to the fleet. 

We cannot pretend to describe the feelings of Wolfe 
when, the excitement of action having subsided, he b^;an 
to reflect on the issue of this his first essay as an inde. 
pendent commander, as well as on the aggravated diffi- 
culties which beset him. His own sound military jiidg« 
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ment told him^ that in acting from the Montmorency, 
at all he had committed a serious error ; while the ar- 
rangements made for the operation itself^ would not^ he 
was well aware^ reflect much credit on those who directed 
them. In the first place^ how was it to he explained 
that an obstacle so s^ous as a ledge of rocks in the 
channel through which troops were to pass should have 
been overlooked ? The rocks were bare when the boats 
approached them ; they were equally so at every half 
tide; yet had a debarkation been attempted in open 
day, without so much as a pilot cutter to lead acquainted 
with the steerage. It was a heavy charge both upon 
the naval and military authorities, that the beach had 
not been carefully examined ere the lives of the troops 
were placed in jeopardy. In the next place, a moment's 
consideration would serve to convince all persons cog. 
nisant of such matters, that the leading attack ought to 
have been from the ford. The advance of the land 
column was even better covered by the fire from the 
armed vessels than that of the muskito fleet ; and had 
the case been otherwise, no comparison can be drawn 
between the pliability of soldiers in a ford, however 
narrow, and the absolute helplessness of men cooped up 
in open boats. Nor was this all : it might be said, by 
such as knew not the fuU extent of his embarrassments, 
that Wolfe had abandoned his attempt with a precipi- 
tancy for which no excuse could be urged. It is true 
that his grenadiers had suffered, and that delays in 
bringing the rest of the army forward had occurred ; 
yet were even the grenadiers far from disheartened, while 
neither Murray's nor Townshend's corps had fired a 
shot. Wolfe ruminated on these points with a degree 
of intensity and bitterness which proved too much for 
a frame not naturally robust: a violent fever seized him, 
and during some weeks hostile proceedings were in some 
measure suspended, while he lay in a state of great suf- 
fering, and very considerable danger. 

Wolfe's health was as yet but imperfectly restored, 
when he summoned his principal officers to a council^ 
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and entered with them into ft minute considerfttion of 
the piresent state and futnce pvospecta of the expedition. 
It was founds on enqnirf^ that disease and die sword 
had so far thinned their ranks^ that^ after allotting a 
sufficient guard for the preseiradon of the depots on 
He Orleans^ scarce 5000 effectiTe m^ could be mus-^ 
tered. With such a force it was justly condnded that 
no hope of success^ except by the occurrence of some 
lucky accident^ could be encouraged ; and hence it wms 
unanimously resohed to wil&draw the army entirdj 
from the left bank of die river. But whither could they 
transport it ? — that waa the great tand trying question. 
If they remained idly at Lake Oiieans^ waiting for the 
arrival of Amherst^ they would certainly consume their 
provisions^ and ii^ure die condition of the men^ widiout^ 
perhaps^ in the end deriving any benefit from die 8a-> 
orifice. Amherst might not come this season; for 
though they reo^ved intelligence of hia successes both 
at Ticonderoga and Crown Point, no mention whatever 
was made of his i^ogress beyond the latter of these 
stations. If^ on the o4her hand, they gave up all for 
lost^ and returned to winter at Cape '&[etaa, Amherst 
might be sacrificed; inasmuch as they possessed na 
authority for concluding diat even now he might not be 
in full march to attadc Qudk»ec on the of^oate quarter. 
It would have been somewhat extraordinary if, under 
such circumstances^ a good deal of hesitation had not 
occurred. Neverthelest^ it was finally determined— ^ 
and WoHe cordially approved die decision^ to make yet 
one attempt more, — to seek, on diis ocoasioB, for some 
point less guarded than the rest above die town ; and 
there, either by surprue or open force, to make good a 



In accordance with the above redohitiony the iqni and 
mat^rid whidi had hitherto kept ibeir ground aloi^ 
the Montmorency, w^e withcbawn £rom diat position. 
They were not, however, placed on board of ship, 
but transported to the southern bank of the Su Lew- 
rence ; up the course of which they could mardi in 
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perfect safety, while the. fleet, wluch aeeompanied them, 
would alone he exposed to the oiemy's fire. It was on the 
1 1 th of September that these changes of disposition took 
place ; and on the followio^ morning the general's j^an 
began to develope itself. While a few of the heayier 
ships of the line remained at anchor off Bern Point, the 
remainder, with all the. frigates, suddenly hoisted sail ; 
and, favoured by a breeze on their quarter, and a strong 
tide, passed Quebec under a cannonade frc«n all its 
batteries. . Simultaneously with this manoeuvre the land 
odumn b^;an its progress ; which was not arrested till 
they had accomplished a space of about three leagues 
up the river ; where, far beyond the reach and ev^i. 
observation of the enemy, they found the fleet riding at 
single anchor.. The particular point which Wolfe had 
selected, as affording some chance of success in his next 
dei^erate measure, lay widiin a mile and a half of the 
town. His present march was therefore accomplished 
with the single design of deceiving ; and evening no 
sooner began to set in, bringing with it a change in the 
course of the tide, than he turned his fdnt to its true 
account. In an incredibly short space of time, there 
covered the surface of the St. Lawrence a multitude of 
boats, which the admiral had secretly prepared and 
conveyed to this place of muster. That done, he hung 
out the signal for sailing, and, leaving the soldi^s ta 
theur own guidance and that Df the trusty crews ap* 
pmnted to serve with them, he once more bore proudly 
down the channdL Long before midnight the thunder 
of his guns was heard, as he cannmaaded, at kmg shot, 
the enemy's entr^chments below the St. Charles ; thus 
St once assuring ihd troops that his voyage had been 
attended with no disaster, and exciting in the minds of 
Montcahn and his foUowera the expectation of a re- 
newed attacks 

The fleet waa already far advimced on its downward 

passage, and the last glimmerings of twilight were de- 

' parting, when the troths began, in profound silence and 

perfect order, to take their places in the boats. Tw^ 
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hoars sufficed to see them all arranged ; wheii> on a given 
signal^ the flotilla pushed off^ and the whole ^ded^ like 
a huge flock of water-fowl^ down the current. Not a 
word was spoken from the van to the rear of this- hrave, 
but frail armada. The soldiers sat erect and motionless; 
the sailors scarcely dipped their oars in the water^ so 
fearful were they lest the splashing might attract the 
notice of the enemy who lined the shore at narrow in- 
tervals; while the general watched with an attentive 
eye^ each headland and promontory as he neared it^ in 
order to avoid the obvious hazard of passing the cove 
where he designed to disembark. There is a trivial di- 
versity in the accounts of those who detail this gallant 
exploit at length : some asserting that he did pass the 
point, and afterwards moved up to it ; others that, with 
extraordinary precision, his boat, which led the column, 
came to land as if impelled by an act of volition : but 
however this may be, it is certain that the debarkation 
was efiected, without discovery or interruption, a little 
before midnight on the 12th of September. It was 
a hazardous and brilliant enterprise ; of which the fuU 
merits can only be made apparent, by giving a short de- 
scription of the spot where it was achieved. 

Wolfe's Cove, as the sort of bay or inlet immortalised 
by the landing of the British army has beai called, is 
formed by the prqjection of two small promontories, 
which incline towards each other at their extreme points, 
so as to form almost a basin for the water which washes 
their base. A space of level beach lies at the bottom of 
this petty gulf, scarcely wide enough to allow the 
formation of a single brigade ; while above, the bank 
rises perpendicularly, to the height of 250 feet. In the 
face of the precipice there is, however, a winding path, 
with rocks and woods overhanging, narrowy but not on 
the whole difficult of passage ; inasmuch as it will per- 
mit four men accoutred to go abreast, and is constantly 
traversed by the clumsy cars of the country. It leads 
to the summit of the bank, after attaining which, the 
traveller flnds himself on a plain, formed by one of 
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•those extensive table lands which give their peculiar 
character to the Heights of Abraham. Such v^aa the 
predicament into which Wolfe found himself thrown ; 
when^ a voyage of extraordinary peril accomplished, 
his troops first touched the soil, with stealthy tread, on 
the enemy's side of the St. Lawrence. 

It had not escaped the observation of the general, when 
reconnoitring this particular pass, that it was defended 
by a redoubt, a battery of four guns, and a strong piquet 
of infantry. Had the persons composing that guard 
exercised common vigilance, it seems next to impossible 
that a landing could have been effected ; or if it had, 
a very moderate display of resolution would have sufficed 
to hold the brow of the cliff against any numerical su- 
periority. Happily for the EngUsh, however, vigilance 
was not among die military qualities to which their 
present opponents could lay claim. Not a cry was 
heard; nor a shot fired, while the advuice mustered upon 
the beach, and under the guidance of colotiel Howe, 
began to ascend, as they best could, the face of the 
bank. The leading files, indeed, were already dose 
upon his station, ere the French sentinel challenged; 
but it was then too late. With a hearty cheer the men 
rushed forward ; they received, but paused not to return 
a single irregular volley ; and then springing upon the 
high ground, closed with their bayonets upon the de- 
voted guards. The latter fled in extreme dismay, 
abandoning both the redoubt and the artillery ; of 
which colonel Howe immediately, and with great judg- 
ment, took possession. 

Having thus secured his hold upon a new theatre of 
operations, Wolfe lost not a moment in turning it to 
account. As rapidly as the boats could discharge their 
cai^Oes, the men hurried forward ; insomuch that, long 
before dawn, the whdy army was assembled on the great 
plain which immediately overlooks the cove. Even 
here, however, their indefatigable commander allowed 
them no leisure to rest. Leaving two companies as a 
rear guard, to maintain the redoubt, and cover the land. 
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uig of Stores against the attempts of stragglers^ he ad- 
yanced^ without deby, in the direction of Quebec ; and 
halted only when he had attained a conTenient position 
within three quarters of a mile from the place. There 
the men lay with arms in their hands^ in readiness 
to act on die first alarm ; while a diain of yidettes 
coTered both their front and lefr^ their right leaning 
upon the abrupt face of the precipice. 

While Wolfe was thus maturing and carrying into 
efiect one of the hardiest enterprises in military history^ 
Montcalm^ his able and vigilant adyersary^ was^ by the 
sldlfiil dispositions of the fleet, kept anxious and un- 
easy at Beau Point. The splash of oars was heard in 
yarions directions, but particularly about the month of 
the Montmorency and above it; the lighter yessds 
shifted dieir stations so as to approach the shore; and an 
inoessant cannonade ploughed up die beach, apparoidy 
with the view of clearing a space for the debarkation oi 
troops. This went on throughout the whole of die 
night, the general every moment expecting diat some 
desperate effort would be made to storm his lines ; when, 
just as the sky began to redden, his delusion was at once 
and painfrilly dispelled. A horseman from the town 
came in at fiill speed, with intelligence that the English 
were landed. He was followed soon afterwards by 
certain frigitives from die spot where the debarkation 
actuary tx>Qk place ; and the French camp became, ere 
long, a scene of indescribable coromodon, not unmixed 
with dread. In the latter feeling, Montcalm himself 
never for an instant partook. He gave his orders coolly 
and deliberately ; and widiin the space of half an hour 
the whole army was in frdl march across the St Charles 
River, towards the Heights of Abraham. 

It is not our province to speak eidier in praise or 
otho^se of the many and brilliuit services performed 
by die marquis of Montcahn. Every reader of history 
must be aware, that, among all the able p^^ons appointed 
by the French government to preside over the destinies 
of dieir tiransathmdc possessions, Montcalm stands pie- 
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eminent for his talent and zeal ; that he enipported the 
honour of the mother-country during a period of un. 
^sampled difficulties ; whi^e^ at the same time^ he ad- 
vanced the interests of the colonies^ and conciliated their 
aflfections^ without in any degree lowering the dignity of 
the office which he held : even the arduous and dispi<- 
riting campaign in which he was now engaged had 
hitherto been admirably conducted ; for, if we except the 
solitary error into which he fell by detaching a corps too 
far to his rear, and, perhaps, the mistake, for it deserves 
no harsher term, of seeking to defend the Montmorency, 
all his dispositions would seem to have been made 
with equal skill and foresight. He was now about to 
commit a grievous and fatal error: forgetful of the 
policy which had hitherto guided him, that of defensive 
warfare, he put his columns in motion for the avowed 
purpose of bringing the English to battle ; thus playing 
the game which his adversary wished him to play, and 
had long and ardently striven to bring about. 

It might be about eleven o'clock in the forenoon of 
September Idth, when a doud of Indian and Canadian 
sharp-shooters began to emerge from beneath a woody 
ridge that overhangs the valley'of the St Charles. They 
spread themselves dexterously through the thickets and 
copses, and opened a diarp i^drmishing fire upon the 
piquets ; thus warning Wolfe and his companions that 
the opportunity for which they had hitherto panted in 
vain was at length about to be affinrded. No time was 
lost in making the prop^ arrangements to meet the 
attack with whidi they were threatened. The infantry, 
which condsted of ten battalions, including one of 
Highlanders, one of rangers, and a body of Louisbourg 
grenadiers, was drawn up in two lines, immediately in 
front of the spot where they had previoudy bivouacked. 
In the first line were placed all except a single battalion, 
the provincials holding the right, the regular troops the 
left ; ^ light companies, in skirmishing order, covered 
the front ; and the 47th regiment, broken up into grand 
difosions^ acted h^re and there as a reserve. Witii 
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respect to artillery, again^ as only one piece had as yet been 
landed, it were superfluous to allude to it at all ; while 
of mounted men, diere were not, including the generals 
and staff-officers, ten present with the whole army. 
Such was the order in which Wolfe stood to receive the 
attack, which was not slow in developing itself, and 
which, in point of arrangement and vigour, proved not 
unworthy of the reputation which the marquis de Mont- 
calm had previously earned. 

We have alluded to the arrival of messengers at the 
head-quarters of the French general, and to the reso- 
lution which the intelligence conveyed induced him to 
form : it is only necessary to add, that, passing the St. 
Charles on a bridge of boats, and traversing the valley 
beyond, he left the city of Quebec on the right, and 
reached the Heights of Abraham before any of his sub. 
ordinates became aware of the nature of the service on 
which they were about to be employed. His dispositions 
for a battle, in which he ought never to have engaged, 
were as judicious and able as could be : throwing a mass 
of tirailleurs before him, he engaged the light troops of 
the English, whom he drove back with precipitation 
upon the line; and then, pushing forward a heavy 
column towards his own right, compelled Wolfe to 
wheel back three battalions, as it is called, en potence. 
This done, he silently withdrew his people by the rear, 
under cover of the skirmishers, whom he largely re. 
inforced : and, forming line to die left, came down with 
great impetuosity upon the irregulars of Wolfe's army 
which occupied his right. But Montcalm, if he cal- 
culated on die inefficacy of this force, mistook the people 
with whom he had to deal : they nobly did their duty ; 
npr could all the efforts of the enemy, though made with 
a courage truly chivalrous, produce the slightest effect 
upon their order or firmness. 

It has been stated that the French masked all their 
formations, and concealed their grand advance under the 
galling fire of a numerous body of skirmishers. Before 
these the light infantry of the British army soon gave 
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way^ and came in upon their supporters with such haste^ 
aa to create something like a feeling of dismay among 
the troops stationed in the rear. Wolfe saw Ms, and 
hastened to obviate the evil consequences likely to accrue 
from it: he rode along the line; encoun^ed them to 
stand firm ; assured them that the light infantry only 
obeyed their instructions; and exhorted them not to 
return a shot till the enemy should have arrived within 
forty yards of the muzzles of their pieces. The efiect 
of ^8 proceeding was electrical: raising a shout^ the 
men held their ground with muskets shouldered^ as if 
on parade^ while the French continued to press onwards^ 
throwing in an incessant but irregular fire, which oc- 
casioned a severe loss to the troops opposed to it. 
But they had no sooner come within forty yards of 
the British line, than the state of afiairs imderwent a 
striking and instantaneous change : a volley passed from 
right to left, of which the efiects were for a moment 
unnoticed, by reason of the dense smoke which followed 
the discharge, but which, so soon as the breeze had 
dispersed this covering, was seen to have taken eiSect in 
a degree hardly paralleled in modem warfare. Huge gaps 
appeared in the enemy's line : the ground in the rear 
was crowded with persons withdrawing from the combat; 
and even such as had neither themselves received a 
wound, nor were employed in conveying their wounded 
comrades to a place of safety, wavered and stood still, like 
men irresolute. Wolfe saw how matters were going, and 
hastened to improve the effect produced : he was in the 
act of cheering his men to a charge, when a musket ball 
struck him in the wrist, and hurt him severely ; he tied 
his handkerchief about the wound, and again pressed 
forward, when a second ball took effect in his belly. 
Even now he exhibited no symptoms of pain, but con- 
tinued widi the utmost coolness to issue his orders; 
when a third shot pierced his breast, and he fell to the 
ground. He was immediately conveyed to the rear, 
where aU the medical assistance that could be procured 
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hastened to exert its skill in a vain effort to arrest the 
course of nature. 

If the read^has never heheld West's splendid pictme 
of the Death of Wolfe^ we advise him not to omit die 
first opportunity of examining it. He will there see 
how the hero lay amid a group of officers and attendants^ 
conscious indeed that life was ehhing^ yet attentive only 
to the wavering sound of the hattle^ as it came hack in fits 
and starts upon the breeze. We have reason to believe^ 
likewise^ that though the face of the general^ as given by 
the painter^ bears no resemblance whatever to that of 
Wolffe, the scene^ in its gena-al outlines^ is vwy jBaith- 
fully delineated. Wolfe lay^ as he is there represented^ 
occasionally raising his head that he might gaze over 
the field of strife, till finding his eyesight begin to fail 
he leaned backwards upon the grenadier who had sup- 
ported him out of the line of fire. He had rested thus 
some moments without exhilnting other signs of life be- 
sides a heavy breathing, accompanied by an occasional 
groan, when an officer who stood by exclaimed all at once, 
" See how they run i " *' Who run ? " cried Wolfe, rais- 
ing himself on his elbow, and looking up as if a new lease 
of animation had been granted him. " The enemy,*' re- 
plied the officer ; '' they give way in all directions." 
The general still spoke with firmness : — " Run one <rf 
you to colonel Burton,'* said he, '' and tell him to march 
Webb's regiment down to Charles River with all speed, 
so as to secure the bridge, and cut off the retreat of the 
fugitives. Now, God be praised," cried he, after a brief 
pause, " I shall die happy ! " These were the last words 
which this gallant and high-minded soldier uttered. 
His strength forsook him, he again fell back, and turn- 
ing, as if convulsively, on his side, expired. 

Thus died, in the 34th year of his age, major-general 
James Wolfe, an officer whose memory will be revered 
and cherished so long as high courage, imblemished ho- 
nour, brilliant talents, and a disinterested love of country, 
obtain the respect which they deserve from the British 
army and the British people. The reputation whidi 
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he left behind partakes, , as we haye iilready said, as 
much of the romantic as of the real ; indeed the peculiar 
drcumstances under which he perished could scarcely 
fail of exciting in his favour a degree of interest rarely 
attached even to the most successful generals. But he 
was not unworthy of the feeling, whether we regard him 
at a citizen or as a military commander just starting 
in the race of fame. In private Ufe he is uniformly 
represented to have been upright, high-minded, generous, 
hiuuane, and religious ; as an officer he was brave, en- 
terprising, indefatigable, vigilant, and above all not 
wanting in that most rare of all qualities, a moral cou^ 
rage capable of sustaining the weight of personal re- 
sponsibility. What he might have become had Provi- 
dence prolonged his days, it is of course impossible to 
conjecture; it is enough that he had acquired, at a 
period when men in general scarcely begin to be known, 
a celebrity which has not often rewarded half a century 
of toils, and even of eminent services. 

We are not going to indulge in any close or captious 
examination into the military character of an officer who ' 
never held a separate command but once, and then held 
it successfully. It may be that the eye of the unsparing 
critic might detect a few mistakes in the campaign of 
the St. Lawrence, — more particularly when reviewing 
the series of operations which preceded the last decisive 
movement, — but he who hopes to find, either among mi- 
litary commanders or civilians, so much as one indi- 
vidual with whose professional conduct no fault is to be 
found, must entertain very erroneous opinions of human 
nature, with all its excellencies and defects. Be it our 
part rather to say a few words touching the private 
bias of the soldier's mind; in which we discover a 
great deal calculated to excite the esteem of posterity to 
the fuU as much as its respect. 

We have been favoured, through the kindness of a 
gentleman * well versed in the local history of Kent, 
with the perusal of many letters addressed at various 

• The Rev. Thomas Streatfield, of Chart's Edge, near Westerham. 
A A 2 
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times and from divers places by Wolfe to the members 
of his own family. It is impossible to speak too highly 
of the noble and affectionate spirit which pervades them; 
of the proofs which they exhibit^ that an ardent ^d 
romantic desire of renown was^ in the case of the writer, 
mixed up with the best feelings of a son^ a man^ and a 
Christian. We cannot pretend^ in a sketch like this^ to 
make numerous extracts from this collection ; but the 
following sentences, taken at random, will perhaps tend, 
more than any remarks of our own, to throw light upon 
the private character of the conqueror of Quebec. 

On the 13th of August, 1749, Wolfe writes to his 
.mother from Glasgow, partly in general terms, and partly 
in reply to a letter of advice respecting his attendance 
on the outward forms of religion : — " 1 have observed 
your instructions so religiously, that, rather than want 
the word, I got the reputation of a very good Presby- 
terian, by frequenting the kirk of Scotland till our chap- 
lain appeared." — " To-morrow, lord George Sackville goes 
away, and I take upon me the difficult and troublesome 
office of a commander. You cannot conceive how hard 
a thing it is to keep the passions within bounds when 
authority and immaturity go together, to endeavour at a 
character that has every opposition from within, and that 
the very condition of the blood is a sufficient obstacle to. 
Fancy you see me, that must do justice to both good and 
bad, reward and punish with an equal unbiassed hand, 
one that is to reconcile the severity of discipline to the 
dictates of humanity ; one that must study the tempers 
and dispositions of many men, in order to make their 
situation easy and agreeable to them, and should endea- 
vour to oblige all without partiality ; a man set up for 
every body to observe and judge of; and, last of all, 
suppose me employed in discouraging vice and recom- 
mending the reverse at the turbulent age of 23, when 
it is possible I may have as great a propensity that way 
as any of the men I converse with." Again, in a letter 
addressed to the same person, which bears date Inver- 
ness, November 6. 1751, he says, " This day I am 



d by Google 



IfAJOR^OBNERAL JAMES WoLfE. 357 

fiye-and-twenty years of age."-*-^^ There are times when 
then fret at trifles^ and quarrel with their tooth-picks. 
In one of these ill habits I exclaim against the present 
condition^ and think it the worst of all; but coolly and 
temperatdy it is plainly the best. Where there is most 
emi^03n[nent and least vice^ there one should wish to be." 
It is in this letter that he declares his propensity for 
the married state ; after which he goes on to say, ^^ Lord 
Bury (the colonel of the r^ment) professes fairly and 
means nothing : in this he resembles his father. He 
desires never to see the regiment, and wishes that no 
officer would ever leave it. This is selfish and unjust." 

To his father he writes from Exeter, February 18. 
1755: — *^ By my mother's letter I find that your bounty 
and liberality keep pace, as they usually do, with my 
necessities. I shall not abuse your kindness, nor receive 
it unthankfully ; and what use I make of it shall be for 
your honour and the king's service; an employment 
worthy the hand that gives it." 

We have given these extracts as tending to illustrate 
the afibctionate and kindly feeling which Wolfe cherished 
towards his parents, as well as the sober and just con- 
ceptions which he had formed, even in the heyday of 
youth, as to the duties imposed upon himself by his 
station. We subjoin the following, for the purpose of 
proving that the writer's principles were not lightly 
taken up, and that each successive year served only to 
strengthen and mature them. He writes from South- 
ampton, 28th of September, 1755, to his mother, *^ My 
nature requires some extraordinary events to produce 
itself. I want that attention and those assiduous cares 
that commonly go along with good nature and hu- 
manity. In the common occurrences of Hfe, I own 
I am not seen to advantage." Again, from Canter- 
bury, 8th of November, 1755, he says, ^' I write by 
the duke's (of Cumberland) order to enquire after an 
officer's widow in Ireland, who, he was told, had a son 
fit to serve; and his royal highness, who is for ever 
dmng noble and generous actions, wanted to provide for 
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that child. The father was killed at Fontenoy." — ^' If I 
don't keep a good watch over myself I must he a little 
vain^ for the duke has of late given me such particular 
marks of his esteeni and confidence^ that I am ashamed 
not to deserve it hetter/' This expression is in strict 
agreement with a remark which he makes elsewhere in 
his correspondence : — '^ Such has heen the mu'ked and 
unmerited notice taken of me by the leading military 
characters of the day^ that I feel myself called upon to 
justify such notice^ which^ when occasion occurs^ will 
probably be by such exertions and exposures of myself 
as will lead to my fall." 

Such are but a few out of the numerous specimens which 
lie before us of the style which characterised the cor- 
respondence of this distinguished man ; and though we 
may lament that the plan of our work will not permit 
the insertion of more^ we feel that even they suffice to 
convey a correct picture of a mind^ not more aspiring 
than gentle^ nor more brilliant than modest. 

Wolfe owed little to nature^ as far as the form of his 
features was concerned^ though the general expression of 
his countenance was good. His hair was red, and he 
persisted, contrary to the fashion of the times^ in wearing 
it undisguised even by powder ; but his blue eye was fuU 
of meaning, and his smile peculiarly attractive. His 
constitution, which from his cradle was delicate, began 
in latter years wholly to fail him. To the stone he had 
become a complete martyr, and there igrere the seeds 
of other diseases sown, some of which must have 
doubtless cut short the threac^ of life, had the bullet of the 
enemy spared it. Under these circumstances, who can 
r^et that he should have fallen as he did on the battle- 
field, more especially as there is evidence on record that 
he began to entertain something like disgust to the ser- 
vice? Of his attachment to Miss Lowther we have 
already spoken; and to it, perhaps, may be attributed the 
plan which he seems to have formed of retiring from 
active employment, so soon as the American expedition 
should be terminated. But however this may be, it is 
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impossible not to rejoice that Providence saw fit other- 
wise to dispose of him. As a domestic man^ his fame^ 
no matter how justly earned, would have year by year 
lost its lustre; by closing his earthly career in the moment 
of a great and shining victory, he cast a halo round his 
name such as time will never be able to diminish. 

The body of Wolfe, preserved in spirits, was conveyed 
in a ship of war to Portsmouth, where it was carried on 
shore amid all the honours which usually attend the de- 
barkation of highly valued clay. Minute guns sent their 
echoes over the water ; the flags floated half-mast high ; 
and a military escort, with arms reversed, received it on 
the beach, and followed the hearse, which stood ready to 
carry it elsewhere, beyond the precincts of the forti- 
fication. But the respect shown to Wolfe, or rather to 
services which Wolfe had performed, ended not here. All 
classes of persons, high and low, rich and poor, mourned 
for him; while parliament voted that a monument should 
be raised to his memory in Westminster Abbey. Yet 
his ashes rest not under the shade of that gorgeous 
pile. His mother, by this time the sole surviving mem- 
ber of the family, claimed the melancholy satisfaction 
of committing them to the dust ; and they were laid be- 
side those of his father in a vault in the parish church of 
Greenwich. 

We cannot close this memoir without briefly stating, 
that the prize for which Wolfe had so long struggled, 
and for which he died, was won. The enemy, totally 
routed, and deprived of their able leader, Montcalm, 
who, with his second in command, fell in the action, 
opened a negotiation with general Townshend on the 
18th of September, and surrendered Quebec on terms of 
honourable capitulation. 
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